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SHEWETH;
THat the loud and unanimous cry of many thouſands of our fel­low-Citizens, as well as our own ſenſe and fellow-feeling, hath obliged us to make this preſent Interpoſition, amongſt other your publique and weighty Affairs; We do in the annexed, humbly offer unto your Lp [Page] their own words and expreſſions, with ſome omiſſions and few alterations, as they were de­livered unto us by a great number of conſidera­ble Citizens of known worth, and of appro­ved integrity to the Parliament; that your Lordſhips may the more clearly ſee the deep ſenſe they have of the growing miſeries and en­creaſing diſtractions of theſe times; The chief matter thereof is the ſame with our late addreſ­ſes, unto which we humbly hope your Lps will ſtill finde the ſame reaſons to give your favou­rable acceptance and noble regard, as we hum­bly and thankfully acknowledge you readily ſhewed unto the ſame when we rendred them unto your Lordſhips, as the repreſentative Body of the City alone. The obligation that lyes upon us to them, the duty we owe to the Par­liament, and the intereſt this City hath in the Peace of the whole Kingdome, would not per­mit us either to reject their Petitions, or to conceal their Grievances from your Lordſhips, neither yet can we our ſelves but both own their griefs and fears, and ſo humbly joyn with them in the ſame deſires.
But to thoſe Reaſons in which we have concurred with our ſaid Fellow-Citizens, for the more ſpeedy disbanding of that Army a­mong others, which hath in the ſight of the Kingdome by Gods bleſſing obtained ſo many ſignall Victories; We humbly crave leave, that [Page] as we detract not from their merit, ſo we may alſo adde thus much, which is daily complai­ned of, That there are ſome Officers, and ma­ny common Soldiers of that Army, who ei­ther have never taken the Covenant, or are diſ­affected to the Church-government held forth by the Parliament; That the Pulpits of divers godly Miniſters are often uſurped by Preach­ing Souldiers, and others, who infect their Flock, and all places where they come, with ſtrange and dangerous Errrours; And then we humbly ſubmit it to your Lordſhips to conſi­der, what ſecurity or ſettlement can be expect­ed while they are Maſters of ſuch a power; and what example, if not encouragement, the people may take from them, to refuſe the Co­venant; or if they have taken it, to contemn the ſame, to the great derogation of that Church-Government, which the Parliament hath decla­red. We humbly hope, that although ſuch were diſmiſſed, the Parliament by their authority may otherwiſe, if occaſion ſh [...]ll require, ſufficient­ly provide for the ſafety of the Kingdome.
But this great work, as alſo that which is of ſo high concernment to the eſtabliſhing of a perfect and well grounded Peace, (The bring­ing home of his Majeſty) we doe humbly and wholly ſubmit, and commit next to the Al­mighty hand of Gods Providence, unto the Wiſdome of both Houſes of Parliament, being [Page] confident that they will preſerve and defend His Majeſties Royall Perſon, and Authority, in the preſervation and defence of the true Religion and Liberties of the Kingdome, according to the Covenant.
To that alſo which concernes the Eſtates of Delinquents which are under Sequeſtration, or are or ſhall be either wholly confiſcated, or elſe compounded for, We humbly deſire leave to adde this Petition in behalfe of our ſelves, and many thouſands of our fellow-Citizens and all others who have adhered to the Parlia­ment, That all juſt Debts may bee firſt paid and ſatisfied, and to that end that no Com­mittees of Sequeſtration or Sequeſtrators may interrupt juſt proceedings at Law for recovery of ſuch Debts. And that the Heires and Eſtates of thoſe who have died ſince theſe Warres on the Enemies Par [...], may be yet liable to pay juſt Debts, notwithſtanding any Entailes or Deeds in Truſt, made ſince the beginning of theſe generall Diſtractions, which are conceived to have been made purpoſely to defeat the Creditor. And becauſe of the long continu­ance of theſe Warres and Diviſions, that the Statute may not be pleaded to any Book Debt for not being demanded within ſixe yeares ſince the beginning of the Parliament, otherwiſe there are none in the Kingdome like to ſuffer more then the well-affected, and ſuch as [Page] have adhered to the Parliament.
Laſtly, We humbly conclude with this Peti­tion in behalfe of this City, That as this Court as the Repreſentative Body of the City, hath hitherto by Authority of Parliament had the nomination of the Perſons intruſted with their Militia, ſo now alſo we may by Ordi­nance of Parliament be authorized to elect and chooſe fit Perſons for that Charge once every yeare, agreeable to the Practice and Cuſtome of the City in all other chiefe Offices and Truſts concerning their Government.
And now whatſoever Expreſſions or De­ſires our Cares and Feares have led us unto, or what ever we or our fellow-Citizens have preſumed to take notice of, or touch upon, Wee humbly pray both for our ſelves and them, That your Lordſhips will remit all to our and their great ze [...]le for Gods Glory and the Peace of the Kingdome. And that it may be remembred, That wee and they are thoſe whom you have with your ſelves engaged in one Covenant, to whom God hath given Hearts as well to adventure all for your Ser­vice and preſervation, as to be ever thankfull for the continuall protection and great deli­verances they have received by Gods bleſſing through your conſtant Endeavours, and whoſe hands God hath ſtrengthened to fight his and [Page] your Battels; We doe humbly aſſure your Lps that wee and they have ſtill the ſame dutifull hearts, and in the ſincere purſuance of our ſolemne League and Covenant, no In­tereſt or influence ſhall (with the bleſſing of God) be ever able to withdraw our obedience, or divert our affections from the Parliament of England.
We humbly ſubmit all to your L• great Wiſe­domes, and ſhall daily pray, &c.
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