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C. R.

CHARLES the Second by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greet­ing. Whereas JOHANNES SEGERƲS WEIDENFELD Gent. hath by his humble Petition repreſented unto us, That with much Study, and great Expence he hath compoſed a Tract De Se­cretis Adepto [...]um, which he is deſirous to Print in Our Dominions, and hath therefore humbly beſought us to grant unto him Our Royal Licence and Priviledge for the ſole Printing and Publiſhing thereof: We have received good Teſtimony of the Uſefulneſs of the ſaid Tract, and being willing to give all fitting Encouragement to ſuch commendable Works; have thought fit to condeſcend to that his Requeſt; and We do accordingly hereby grant Our Royal Licence and Priviledge unto him the ſaid JOHANNES SEGERƲS WEIDENFELD, his Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, for, and during the ſpace of fourteen Years, to be computed from the day of the firſt ſetting forth of the ſame: And Our Royal Will and Pleaſure is, and We do hereby Require and Command, That du­ring the ſaid Term of Fourteen Years, no Printer, Publiſher, or other Perſon whatſoever, being our Subjects, do preſume to Imprint, or cauſe to be Imprinted without the Knowledge and Conſent of him the ſaid JOHANNES SEGERƲS WEIDENFELD, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, the aforeſaid Tract, or any Part thereof, or to ſell the ſame, or to import into our Kingdom of England any Copies thereof, Imprinted in any Parts beyond the Seas, upon pain of the Loſs and Forfeiture of all Copies ſo Imprinted, Sold, or Imported, contrary to the Tenor of this Our Royal Li­cence, and of ſuch other Penalties as the Laws and Statutes of this Our Realm will inflict: And of this Our Pleaſure, the Maſter, Wardens and Aſſiſtants of the Company of Stationers, are to take Notice, that the ſame may be Entred in their Regiſter, and due Obedience be yielded thereunto. Given at Our Court at Windſor, the 18th. Day of Auguſt 1684. in the Six and Thirtieth Year of Our Reign.
By His Majeſties Command. SUNDERLAND.


§
[Page]
FOUR BOOKS OF JOHANNES SEGERƲS WEIDENFELD, Concerning the SECRETS of the ADEPTS; OR, Of the Uſe of Lully's Spirit of VVine: A PRACTICAL WORK. With very great Study Collected out of the Ancient as well as Modern FATHERS of ADEPT PHILOSOPHY, Reconciled together, BY Comparing them one with another, otherwiſe diſagreeing, and in the neweſt Method ſo aptly digeſted, that even young Practi­tioners may be able to diſcern the Counterfeit or Sophiſtical Pre­parations of Animals, Vegetables and Minerals, whether for Medi­cines or Metals, from True; and ſo avoid Vagabond Impoſtors, and Imaginary Proceſſes, together with the Ruine of Eſtates.
ISAACUS HOLLANDUS.
2. Oper. Miner. Cap. 3. Pag. 420. Vol. 3. Theatr. Chym.
 I diſcours'd you plainly, uſing no Allegories; ſhould I tell you of Selbach, Kalcabria, Maneſſi, and of a red Matter, or of the Sky-coloured Muerach, Illabar, and Calfa­ria, or the like, you would not eaſily apprehend me; but I have opened you the way, and removed every Obſtacle, that you may not err.

London, Printed by Will. Bonny, for Tho. Howkins in George-Yard in Lombard-Street, MDCLXXXV.

Authori Sacrum.
[Page]
[Page]
QUod nemo eſt auſus citior, quod nemo Sophorum
Praeſtitit, in calamo claret in orbe tuo
Hactenus in ſophicis ſparſim tumulata tenebris
Ars jacuit, dubiis inveterata ſtrophis.
Fabula naſutis; avidiſ (que) Tarantula ſtultis;
Oedipus ignaris; & Labyrinthus avis.
Hic aſinum fingebat equum, mox certior alter
Pone aures leporem ſe tenuiſſe putat.
Sic inhians Lapidi, Lapidis vice volvere ſaxum
Conatur chymici neſcia turba gregis.
Hoc quantum tua nunc removendo induſtria ſaxo
Contribuat, ſophiae judicat ipſe tyro.
Semiſophi (que) tuos pſallent ſine fraude labores,
Veri candoris propria ſigna tui.
Et ciniflona cohors, exſpes, proſtrata, reſumptis
Viribus, antiquum (macte!) ſubibit onus.
Ne vero ſine re ſis infelicior ipſis,
Perge laborantem continuare manum,
Participeſ (que) Sacro digitos carbone notare,
Ut videant ſibi Te reddere nolle parem.
[Page]
Quo tua ſedulitas tibi nomen & omen Adepti
Aſpirante Dei conciliabit ope.
Poſtera (que) emeritas cantabit natio laudes
Et referet grates ubere dote pias.
Sic Amico ſuo cecinit ALBERTƲS OTHO FABER, Reg. Maj. Britannicae Med. Ordinar.


To the Right Honourable ROBERT BOYLE, A CHIEF MEMBER OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY: Long Life and Health.
[Page]
THE Arcanums of Paracelſus be­ing applauded by many men with ſo many and ſuch am­ple Encomiums, yet not enough, incited me Ten Years ſince, firſt to under­take the conſulting of Paracelſus him­ſelf about his Medicines. Two Years thereof had elapſed, in which I turn­ed over his Books day and night, with an indefatigable and invincible Mind, yet with unequal Succeſs, and ſcarce any Benefit at all: For in the Books of Paracelſus, beſides the uſual way of concealing Secrets, common [Page] to the Adepts, I found another much greater difficulty withal, yet leſs fre­quented by the Adepts; Paracelſus, as Corrector of the Adepts, having pro­pos'd to himſelf therein, the inſtruct­ing of not only raw initiated Scho­lars, but even expert Maſters of the more ſecret Chymy, and for this reaſon he abbreviates his Receipts with wonderful Accurtations, Learned in­deed to the Learned, but to us ſeem as lame and impe [...]fect; and beſides, they are ſo diſguiſed with moſt in­tricate Terms of the true Philoſophical Chymy, as to illude not only ſhallow, but profound Capacities: Which Im­poſſibility (I had almoſt ſaid) of un­derſtanding, Paracelſus aggravates, by intermixing Common with Secret Receipts; which is not for a Scho­lar, but a moſt experienced Maſter to diſtinguiſh.
But of theſe Difficulties, the firſt and greateſt Obſtacle withal, was my own unhappy Preconception of ſome [Page] Alkaheſt: For being now out of the hope of attaining to the preparation of this Liquor by other mens Books, as well as Paracelſus his own De Viribus Membrorum, I betook my ſelf to other places, treating of the Circulatum mi­nus, and Specificum corroſivum (as ſynoni­mous Terms of the Alkaheſt with ſome men) to which I added the Aqua or Oleum Salis, Aqua Comedens, Aqua Regis, Circulatum majus, and one after another, being perſwaded that ſome one only univerſal Menſtruum was intended by all, that I might find the Method of preparing this Liquor in all places compared together, which I could not in each ſeverally; but at length deſpairing, and being overcome by the manifold and almoſt incredible, yet unſucceſsful pains I took, I re­ſolved to decline Chymy and Medicine, as Arts too deep for my underſtand­ing: When behold! on a ſudden the Eyes of my Mind were opened, and I ſaw all theſe things differ, not in name only, but alſo in matter, preparation [Page] and uſe; ſo inſtead of one Liquor Al­kaheſt, which I ſought for, I found in Paracelſus many Menſtruums, with the ſeveral Uſes of them all in Medicine; now knew I how to prepare, and ac­cording to Paracelſus, diſtinguiſh things into Eſſences, Magiſteries, Aſtrums, Arcanums, and thoſe which he calls the leſs Medicines; ſo that which was in Paracelſus moſt difficult to be under­ſtood by others, became more clear to me than any thing elſe; and ſo I obtained the End ſooner than the Beginning: Yet the Joy from thence accrewing, fell ſhorter than expecta­tion; for having tried ſeveral Expe­riments in vain, I came to underſtand that theſe Menſtruums of Paracelſus con­tained ſomething abſtruſe and un­known, to be underſtood, not in the leaſt according to the Letter: where­upon, examining them more exactly, and comparing their Qualities with the Nature of the Liquor Alkaheſt, I found a vaſt difference between it and them; for it is ſaid, There is one Li­quor [Page] Alkaheſt, and that univerſal; but many are the Menſtruums of Paracelſus, that indeſtructible, that deſtructible; that not mixing with Bodies, theſe abiding with them; that preſerves the Virtues of things, theſe alter them; that aſcends after the Eſſences of things in deſtillation, theſe before their diſſolutions, &c. I was at a ſtand ſometime which part to take; one while I wiſh'd for one indeſtructible Liquor, rather than many deſtructi­ble Menſtruums, ſuppoſing that one better than many; another while changing my Mind, I deſired the Menſtruums, as ſufficient for many Uſes I knew before.
Truth overcame at length, enabling me now to demonſtrate the moſt, if not all the Medicines of Paracelſus in Guido and Baſilius: On the contrary, I perceived the Arcanums of Paracelſus, (commonly ſo called) as prepared by that Liquor Alkaheſt, or the like, to be more and more different, yea con­trary to the Authentick: wherefore [Page] as to the Preparation of Medicines, I began to abſtain, yea deſiſted from further enquiring into the obſcure Matter, Preparation and Uſe of that Liquor Alkaheſt, namely, that which I find deſcribed in one place of Pa­racelſus as a Medicine, but not in the leaſt as a Menſtruum: Which Obſtacle being removed, I found an eaſie way from Paracelſus to Lully, Baſilius, and other Philoſophers of the ſame Fa­culty, who I ſaw agreed all unani­mouſly in confirmation of the Para­celſian Menſtruums; yea Light adding Light to Light, appeared ſo clear, that their preparation, variety, ſimple and literal ſenſe ſhewed themſelves all at once, one only Word remaining un­known, yet expreſſing the univerſal Baſis of all the Adepts, and that is Spirit of Wine, not Common, but Philo­ſophical; which being known and ob­tained, the greateſt Philoſophical, Me­dicinal, Alchymical, and Magical My­ſteries of the more ſecret Chymy, will be in the power of the Poſſeſſor. In [Page] no Books of the Adepts, hitherto known of me, have I found any thing rare, that owes not its original Being to this Spirit; ſo that I dare affirm, that whatſoever Chymical Spirits lower and higher, fixed and volatile, are a­ble to do, the very ſame, and more will this our Spirit perform: This it was that moved me to employ all my Study and Endeavours, turning over every Stone in queſt of the Spirit of this Wine, and continually ruminating upon thoſe abſtruſe, and variouſly diſguis'd Terms whereby they cloud­ed it, as the Key of all Philoſophy, behold the Fame of your great Name welcom'd me to Wilde, the Metropolis of Lithuania; and obſerving that You in expounding Natural Philoſophy, ab­ſtained from all manner of Intricacy, and as the firſt and only Perſon in­deed uſing a plain and candid Series of Words in applying common Ex­amples of Vulgar Chymiſtry, I rejoyced with my ſelf, thinking, What could not this great man do, if Maſter of [Page] the more ſecret Chymy? I reſolved with my ſelf therefore to take a Jour­ney into England, for your ſake alone, that I might confer with you about the Menſtruums as well as Medicines, and other Secrets of Paracelſus; from whom alſo I promiſed to my ſelf very great Aſſiſtance in ſome other things not yet known: Nor indeed has my hope deceived me; for beſides the eaſie admiſſion, common to all Strangers and Foreigners, you have been pleas'd to vouchſafe me a more free Acceſs, received me courteouſly, and com­mended my Studies, and thereby rais'd my Mind to greater Things: Which Favours do oblige me to Dedicate this part of my Studies to you your ſelf; Earneſtly and Humbly beſeeching you kindly to accept it, and continue your Love and Friendly Countenance to him that is and ever will be
Your Honour's Moſt Obedient Servant, J. S. W.



TO THE STUDENTS OF THE MORE Secret Chymy.
[Page]
UNder Heaven is not ſuch an Art, more promoting the honour of God, more con­ducing to Mankind, and more narrowly ſearching into the moſt profound Secrets of Na­ture, than is our true and more than laudable Chymy. This is it which ſhews the Clemency, Wiſdom, and Omnipotence of the Creator in the Creatures; which teacheth not only Speculation, but alſo Practice and Demonſtration, the Beginning, Pro­greſs, and end of things; which reſtoreth our Bo­dies from infinite Diſeaſes, as by common means intolerable to priſtine health, and diverts our Minds from the Cares and Anxieties of the World (the Thorns and Bryars of our Souls) to Tranquility of Life, from Pride to Humility, from the Love and Deſire of worldly Wealth to the Contempt thereof: And in a word, which raiſeth us from earth to heaven; Yet for all that may we ſay of it [Page] with the ſame truth, that amongſt all the Arts, which have yielded any benefit or profit to the World, there is none, by which leſs honour has hitherto accrued to God Almighty, and leſs utility to mankind; for leſt a Science of ſo great dignity and utility ſhould be too common, or ill managed by the ignorant and impious, the prudent Poſſeſſors of the ſame made it their buſineſs ſo to deſcribe it, as to make it known to their Diſciples only, but exclude unworthy altogether from it: But in pro­ceſs of time, the Adepts arriving to a greater per­fection of Knowledge and Experience, invented ſometimes one, ſome [...]imes another ſhorter Me­thod in their Work, altering Fornaces, Fires, Veſ­ſels, Weights, yea, and the Matter it ſelf; who being thereby alſo conſtrain'd to make new Theo­ries and Terms of Art, according to the new in­vented Practice, it happened, that the Scholar of one Adept underſtood not the new Theory, much leſs the practice of another; which alſo ſometimes happened to the Adepts themſelves, thoſe eſpecially, which were under the document of ſome certain Patron in ſome particular Method and Proceſs; for they had not the power of diſcerning further than they had learnt; whereupon they commonly ſuſpected all the Notions of other men, eſpecially thoſe that differed from theirs, though in them­ſelves good and right, as fallacious and contrary to Nature, or applied other mens Theories, Sen­tences, and Terms of Art unknown to themſelves, to their own private Proceſs, with which they were [Page] acquainted, as I ſhall by many Examples elſewhere declare; by which very thing they involved this Art in ſuch a Chaos of obſcurity, that hitherto neither Maſters nor Scholars have ſcarce had the power of communicating any benefit to the learn­ed World.
It is to be wondred at, but rather lamented, to ſee ſuch imperfect Philoſophical Syſtems, as have been hitherto bequeathed to us by the Maſters of this Art, not ſeldom contradicting both Nature and themſelves, whereas the Miracles of Nature might by virtue of this Art have been truly and plainly without any convulſion or contraction of words expreſſed; in which reſpect I dare, with Philoſophical Licence here affirm, that moſt of the Adepts have by their Writings declared them­ſelves to the World better Chymiſts than Philoſo­phers.
For what I pray could they have better done in Medicine, than to have applied themſelves to this Subject, imitating the diligence and induſtry of Paracelſus? But alas! amongſt all, I find perhaps three or four, who have been careful and cordial herein; and therefore the leſs to be admired, that this noble and neceſſary Art, has made no greater progreſs, witneſs Common Chymiſtry, where the names of famous Medicines are noiſed about, them­ſelves being unknown, and Shells given for Ker­nels.
Lately indeed we had not only hope, but pro­miſes alſo from the Roſy-Crucian Fraternity, as if [Page] they had a mind to make this our Age more happy by their Studies; but no effect being hitherto heard of, we cannot but fear, their fair promiſes will never be performed.
On the contrary, Experience teacheth, that in­ſtead of an univerſal good derived from the Foun­tain of this Art, the World hath rather been in­volved by it in great and many Miſeries: for the Adepts affirming, yea more than often with oaths confirming, that they in their Writings treated more clearly and truly of the Art, than any other Philoſophers, have thereby inſtigated many young Novices of all Degrees and Faculties, to begin their Chymical Labours according to the Method of their Preſcriptions, expoſing themſelves not only to intolerable Expences, but alſo being as it were obſtinate in a certain confidence of their under­ſtanding the Authors genuine meaning, do rather die amongſt the Coals and Fornaces, than recede from their Imaginations, once imprinted in them for true: Whereupon ſome of the more Learned Inquirers ruminating with themſelves, how rarely, and with what great difficulty ſome of the Adepts attained to the Art by the reading of Books only, thought it a point of Prudence to deſert the Au­thors, together with their Books, perſwading them­ſelves to be able to find out a nearer and eaſier way by virtue of their own Genius and Reaſon, trying, repeating, altering, &c. Experiments and Concluſions; but herein were they diſappointed of their deſired ſucceſs, no leſs than as a Mariner [Page] ſayling without a Compaſs, and ſo ſuch Inquirers would have acted more adviſedly, if they had in­quired in themſelves, whether they had overcome all the Difficulties obvious to them, before they applied themſelves to this more ſecret Art, and doubtleſs many of them would have hearkned to the Counſel of Theobald of Hohenland (who co­piouſly deſcribed the Difficulties of this Art collect­ed out of Philoſophers Books) and avoided it, as worſe than the Plague, or a Serpent: For who of you (ſaith our Saviour) intending to build a Tower, will not firſt ſit down, and compute the Charge, whe­ther he has wherewith to finiſh it, leſt having laid the Foundation, and not being able to perfect it, all that beheld it, ſhould begin to deride him, ſaying, That man began to build, and could not finiſh the Build­ing, Luke 14.38.
But I am ſenſible that theſe Admonitions will rather be ſlighted than accepted, eſpecially by thoſe who are loath to have the magnificent Towers built by themſelves in the Air, demoliſhed: For notwithſtanding the impoſſibility of removing the aforeſaid difficulties by ſome men, they endeavour to perſwade others, that they can teach them, what as yet they know not themſelves, and ſo will rather perſiſt in deceiving, than deſiſt from that which they know to be Weakneſs and Error: O­thers think themſelves very able to overcome all manner of difficulties, and therefore it is in vain to diſſwade them from this Art: Others indeed perceiving all the difficulties, and an undoubted [Page] incapacity in themſelves of facilitating them, are, though free from all fraud and arrogance, yet by ſome natural or ſecret impulſe ſo incited to this Art, as not to be driven from it by any Argu­ment.
Wherefore having a ſenſe of the frailty which mankind is afflicted with, to them will I dedicate my Studies relating to Medicine. Deceivers I will reſtrain, ſhame thoſe that aſcribe more to them­ſelves than due; but the true Diſciples of this Art, I will lead by the hand, that they may not for the future be ſubject to the deriſion, reproaches and ſcoffs of Satyrs, together with the loſs of health, as well of Mind as Body, and at length verifie in themſelves the lamentable Prediction of Geber, ſaying, Moſt miſerable and unhappy is he, whom, af­ter the end of his work, God denies to ſee the Truth, for he ends his Life in Error; who being conſtituted in perpetual labour, and ſurrounded with all manner of Misfortune and Infelicity, loſeth all the Comfort and Joy of this World, and ſpends his Life in Sorrow, without any benefit or reward, Lib. 2. Inveſt. cap. 38. So with the ſame Argument will I vindicate this the beſt of Arts from the Injuries of Defamers, who being deceived, by not knowing the Princi­ples, accuſe it as fraudulent, impoſſible, and ſo ridiculous, as that they deter the Lovers of it, and incite them to vilifie all the demonſtrations and fa­mous Teſtimonies of the ſame; and laſtly, That the Honour and Glory of God hitherto buried in the Aſhes of it, may from thence riſe again, as a [Page] Phoenix, I will ſet before your eyes, that which you have not been hitherto able to find in ſo many Vo­lumes of this Art, namely, Diana naked, or with­out Cloaths; that is, I will take from her Face and Body, the Vizards of Tropes, Figures, Parables, barbarous Names, &c. by which ſhe hath been hi­therto diſguiſed, leſt ſhe ſhould be obvious to the knowledge of wicked men. I will expoſe Diana to you, namely, the very Truth of our Art (with ſo much ſtudy and labour ſought in vain) not co­vered indeed ſo much as with the Veyl of neceſſary expreſſion, but her moſt ſecret parts ſhall be expo­ſed to your view, concerning which the Adepts gave exceeding caution to their Diſciples, adding a Curſe withal, not to divulge them to the unwor­thy Rabble. Wherefore if you deſire to know the Menſtruums of Diana, wherewith the Adepts pre­pared their Philters, the Liquors of Life and Death, if you would know the way how they prepared their Tinctures, either univerſal or particular for Metals; if laſtly, you covet to know how they made pretious Stones, Pearls, perpetual Lights, together with other Secrets of the Art, read the Receipts of the four Books following; Receipts I ſay, which were either not underſtood, or altoge­ther ſlighted by almoſt all of you, becauſe of the ruggedneſs of their Style, which ſometimes alſo you eſteemed vain, falſe, and impoſſible, compi­led in a manner meerly to deceive you; yet moſt true, collected not out of trivial vulgar Chymiſtry, but out of the beſt Books of the beſt Adepts, the [Page] Treaſury of Diana; Receipts, I ſay, ſo concatena­ted and elaborated by as well the congruity, as wonderful dexterity of the Maſters, that where you take away or deny one of them, you cannot but reject all the reſt as falſe: on the contrary, he that owns one amongſt all to be true, muſt re­pute all the reſt true; and conſequently vindicate the Authors of them, our moſt venerable Maſters from all the Infamy of Lying and Scurrility. Va­riety ſpringing out of Unity, the Fountain of Truth, and returning into it, as into its Ocean, il­luſtrates the excellency of thoſe Receipts: I could never yet ſatisfie my ſelf, whether there be infinite, or only one Receipt in our Chymy, divided into divers parts, and deſigned for ſeveral Uſes: Variety I obſerve in the various and diſtinct parts of theſe four Treatiſes, but Unity in every part, yea in the Individual of every Part, you will al­ways find three confirming one Treatiſe: In the the Firſt Book of Menſtruums, you will find alſo the Medicines of the Second, and Alchymical Tinctures of the Third, and Secrets of the Fourth Book; which very thing is alſo to be underſtood of the Second, Third and Fourth Books. Laſtly, Theſe Receipts are not only true, but alſo clear, deſcribed by plain and common Words, to be un­derſtood not only according to the Letter, but al­ſo by their clearneſs, illuſtrating and explaining Places more obſcure otherwiſe not intelligible, ſo that by one only Proceſs you will ſometimes ex­plain more than ten Theoretical Books, never ex­plicable but by this Light.
[Page]
Now theſe Receipts I was willing to com­municate to you, ye indefatigable Students of this Art, for the Reaſons already given, as alſo that you may throughly apprehend the abſolute neceſſity of Lully's Spirit of Wine in our Chymy, before I treat with you concerning the Matter and Prepara­tion of it. No man deſires that which is unknown to him, or purſues that which he knows not the benefit of: Wherefore I was deſirous firſt to de­monſtrate the ſeveral Ʋſes of this Spirit by the Ex­periments of the Adepts, which if you find true, they will be of ſuch ſervice to you hereafter, as to be much to your detriment to be without them; but if falſe, ſlight and give no credit to them, but accuſe the Maſters, the Authors of them, of Ly­ing, Deceit and Villany; but ſuch wickedneſs I never expect from you, whatſoever Adverſaries, the blind and ignorant of this Art, will do, we little regard, and if a Zoilus or Momus appear ac­cording to his Cuſtom, let him chaw the Shell, that is, the homely Style, the ſlender and ſlight Obſervations and Concluſions given upon the Receipts, all which we give him freely; but touch the Kernel he cannot.
But if either now or hereafter you reap any joy or benefit by the ſight of Diana, attribute it not to Diana, though of Epheſus, nor to me, but to God Almighty, who hath by his Light brought us out of this Cimmerian Darkneſs: The time per­haps will come, wherein I may be further uſeful and aſſiſtant, in procuring liberty for you to em­brace [Page] Diana in your Arms, as alſo diſcourſe fami­liarly with her concerning her Doves, Foreſt, Foun­tain, Milk, Aqua vitoe, &c. for at preſent you read the Inſcription upon her Forehead, Touch me not. Wherefore I adviſe you, not to touch the Secrets of Diana unleſs you have to try the Fate and Fortune of Acteon.
Inſcius Actaeon vidit ſine veſte Dianam,
Praeda ſuis canibus non minus ille fuit.

 Actaeon, hunting in the Woods alone,
When he the naked Goddeſs ſaw unknown,
He (for who could her Fury ſtay?)
Was to her Fury and his Dogs a Prey.


We may indeed behold her, but not embrace her yet a while; for this is permitted to none but A­depts, and ſuch as are Maſters of the Philoſophical Wine; but if you object with the Poet, 
Quid juvat Aſpectus, ſi non conceditur Ʋſus?
 'Tis not the Sight, but Uſe that gives Delight.

To theſe Things I anſwer you, That by viewing Diana naked,
1. You will find, that all the Secrets of Chymy depend upon one only Center of the Art. namely, the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine.
2. You will underſtand, that all the Preparati­ons of all the Secrets are done according to the ſignification of the Words.
3. You will perceive, that all Proceſſes of what Method and Matter ſoever, if not without the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, are true, and will ne­ver be falſe.
[Page]4. Whatſoever is rare or ſelect, diſperſed here and there by the beſt of the Adepts, you will have here pick'd and digeſted into order, ſo, as that there will be nothing wanting, but the enjoyment of them
5. You will moreover have the convenience of chuſing the beſt and ſhorteſt out of all the Pro­ceſſes.
6. Or you will be enabled to find out alſo more of your ſelves, if theſe pleaſe you not.
7. You will ſee that he who hath performed even the leaſt thing in this Art, may conſequently alſo perform the greateſt.
8. One only clear Proceſs will open the under­ſtanding of more, otherwiſe moſt obſcure.
9. You may know alſo, that the Adepts them­ſelves have been ſometimes in the dark, and often­times underſtood not the ſtyle of anothers Wri­ting: That ſome have corrected others, and ſo made the Art more perfect.
10. And to ſay all at once; No man, though never ſo Learned, though never ſo Eloquent, though never ſo ſubtil an Impoſtor, will be able for the future, either by his Authority, Perſwaſion, or ſubtilty, to deceive any man, and drive him out of our common Road into an untrodden Path, ex­cept he be willing himſelf.
Nor will you alone be free from the Deceipts of other men, but your own Miſtakes alſo; by which you have hitherto moſt miſerably loſt all, Time, Pains, Money, Health, and what not? You have [Page] made your very Life it ſelf vain, unprofitable, and offenſive to your ſelves as well as others.
Yea and ſuch are the glittering Rays of our Dia­na, that I fear they will dazzle your eyes, like as the Iſraelites were at the ſight of Moſes de­ſcending from the Mountain.
You will ſcarce believe me, ſhould I affirm, that the Secrets of the Adepts are to be underſtood and prepared according to the Letter; if you argue it to be improbable that the Adepts ſhould have ex­poſed their Myſteries to the view of all men, they themſelves having advertiſed you of the contrary. What then?
Is not this our Art, ſaith Arteſius, cabaliſtical, and full of Myſteries? And you Fool believe we teach the Secrets of Secrets openly, and underſtand our Words according to the Letter; be aſſured (I am not envious as others) he that takes the Philoſophers Sayings ac­cording to the common ſence and ſignification, has al­ready loſt the Clew of Ariadnes, and wanders up and down the Labyrinth, and it would be of the ſame be­nefit to him, as if he had thrown his Money into the Sea. The ſame thing adviſeth Sendivogius in the Preface of the twelve Treatiſes: I would, ſaith he, have the candid Reader know, that my Writings ad­mit not ſo much a verbal conſtruction, but ſuch rather as Nature requireth, leſt afterwards he ſhould have Cauſe to bewail the expence of time, pains and coſt in vain, &c. Becauſe, as Arnold ſaith in his Speculum, An intention according to the Letter nothing avails, and to operate according to the intention of the Let­ters,[Page]is the diſſipation of Riches. For, ſaith Geber, Where we ſpoke moſt openly we conceal'd the Art, ſpeaking to an Artiſt not Aenigmatically, but in a plain ſeries of Diſcourſe. Yea Roger Bacon proceeds further, ſaying, When I ſwear I ſay true, believe it a lie, that is, as to the Letter, and therefore when I tell you of Stalks, underſtand Lead, &c. lib de Arte Chymica, pag. 56. All that I ſay is falſe, therefore nothing I ſay is true; wherefore I pray, believe me not; but when I ſay true, take it to be falſe; and if this, the contrary: So that which is falſe will be tur­ned into true, and that which is true, into falſe: I tell you theſe things, that you may beware of things that are to be avoided, and believe things credible, in writing properly, I write not, &c. p. 301. And though I ſay, Take this and this, believe me not, operate ac­cording to the Blood, that is, the Ʋnderſtanding, and ſo of all; leave off Experiments; apprehend my meaning, and you will find, believe me being already a lighted Candle, pag. 345.
Theſe and the like may you alleadge to confirm your Opinion; but give me leave to ſuggeſt to you the diſtinction that is to be made between the Theoretical and Practical Books of the Adepts: In the Theoretical Books there is ſcarce any thing to be underſtood literally, all things being paraboli­cal, aenigmatical, &c. But in the Practical Books all things are clear and intelligible, according to the Letter: Philoſophical Wine alone excepted, the foundation and beginning of all Secrets: For ex­ample, Take the magnum Teſtamentum of Lully, in [Page] the Theoretical part of which, is Philoſophically, that is, by various Sophiſms, deſcribed the Nature, Matter, and Preparation of Lully's Wine; but in the Practical part of this Teſtamentum, the Ʋſe of this Wine is declared according to the Letter: From hence will you alſo eaſily obſerve, That thoſe A­depts which reject the Literal Senſe are rather Theoretical than Practical: We treating at pre­ſent of the practice of the Adepts, or the Ʋſe of Philoſophical Wine, will prove that moſt of the Se­crets delivered to us by them, are according to the Letter.
But ſome of you will urge, that the Adepts themſelves have even more than often declamed againſt the Literal Sence of Practice, againſt the very Deſcriptions (commonly called Receipts) of Experiments; but let theſe our Companions know, the Adepts wrote againſt two ſorts of Re­ceipts.
The firſt comprehends the Receipts of Smoak­ſellers, Deceivers, wicked men, who pretend they either had them from the Diſciple of ſome Adept, or found them in the Walls of ſome old Cloiſter or Sepulcher; againſt whom hear Dionyſius Za­charias, Pag. 781. Vol. 1. Th. Chym. ſaying, Before I left the Colledge of Arts, I entred into familiarity and friendſhip with many other Scholars; they had divers Books of Chymical Receipts, which being lent me, I tranſcribed with very great diligence, my pri­vate Maſter, who had alſo a long time before began to labour in this Art, conſenting; ſo that before I went[Page]away, I had gathered a very large Book of ſuch Re­ceipts, I went preſently with my Maſter to the Place where I was to ſtudy Law, began to turn over my Wri­tings; whereof ſome contained Projections of One up­on Ten, others upon Twenty, Thirty; a Third, a half part; for the Red of eighteen Carrachs, twenty, &c. into Gold of Crowns, Ducats, and of the higheſt co­lour that could be; One was to endure Melting, ano­ther the Touch-ſtone, another all Tryals: Of the White likewiſe, one was to be of Ten penny, another of Eleven, another Sterling Silver, coming white out of the Fire, another white from the Touch: In ſhort, I thought if I were able to perform the leaſt of thoſe things greater felicity could not happen to me in this world.
Eſpecially when I read the Inſcriptions of great Perſons before ſuch Receipts; one of the Queen of Navarr, another of the Cardinal of Lorain, Tu­rine, and infinite others, that by ſuch Diſguiſes and Titles, Credit might be given by unwary men.
Bernhard alſo complains of the ſame Receipts, pag. 771. ejuſd. Vol. If I had had, ſaith he, at firſt, all the Books, which I afterwards procured, doubtleſs I ſhould have ſooner attained to the Art, but I read no­thing but falſe Receipts, and erroneous Books; be­ſides I happened to confer with none but the moſt per­verſe Thieves, wicked Men, and Impoſtors.
The other ſort contains Receipts of Adepts themſelves, againſt whom ſome other Adepts have alſo ſometimes written: As for example, the ſame Bernhard, Pag. 748. Vol. Theat. Chym. ſaying, [Page] To withdraw the true Speculators of this Art from com­mon Errors into the right Way, that they may not waſte their Wealth, and loſe their Labours, Name and Re­putation, inſiſting upon the falſe Receipts of Books, as thoſe of Geber, Raſis, Albertus magnus, Trames, Lumen, Canonis pandectarum, Demophon, Sum­ma, and other Seducers, I will firſt declare my own Errors, &c. And in pag. 750. goes on, Infinite is the number of them, whom to write is needleſs; and there is great plenty of Books written upon this Subject under Metaphorical Words and Figures, ſo as not to be eaſily underſtood by any but the Sons of Art; the reading of which, leads men out of the right way, ra­ther than directs to the Work; in the number of which, are Scotus, Arnold, Raymund, Johannes Mehung, Hortulanus Veridicus, &c.
My Buſineſs therefore is to ſatisfie you, and ſay, That the Authors of the firſt ſort of Receipts de­ceive actively, wittingly, and willingly: But the Receipts of the later ſort, written by Adepts them­ſelves, ſeduce only paſſively: And this for two Reaſons; either in reſpect of the Adept being leſs experienced in the Art, and unacquainted with the Practice of his more Learned Conſort; for it is impoſſible for one Adept, though never ſo expert in his Method, to know the various Experiments of all the other, much leſs the peculiar Theorems, private Meditations, different Denominations of things, &c. formed or derived from the ſame: Or in reſpect of your ſelves, who extort from thoſe Receipts, as to the Literal Sound, more, than [Page] the Adepts themſelves allow, not at all obſerving that the Spirit of Wine being once and always un­derſtood, the reſt you will eaſily underſtand. For knowing this, ſaith Flammel, in his Hieroglyphicks, pag. 28. I perfected the Magiſtery eaſily; for having learnt the Preparation of the firſt Agent, I following my Book according to the Letter, could not err if I would. And a little after; Then following my Book from word to word, I made Projection. But why theſe? Plenty enough of Examples in this Treatiſe will inſtruct you in all theſe things that are to be underſtood according to the Letter, except Wine, Lunary, Vegetable Mercury, and other things ſynony­mous to the Matter of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or things prepared by the ſame Spirit, Vege­table Sal Harmoniack, Philoſophical Vinegar, &c.
For this Spirit of Wine being prevaricated, the Adepts knew, that all the reſt, though never ſo plain­ly diſcovered to the Sons of Art, could not con­tribute the leaſt benefit to the Reader: Wherefore I fear not the indignation of the Adepts, nor the A­nathema's which they thundred out againſt the Be­trayers of their Secrets, having herein done nothing more, but (to ſpeak ingenuouſly) leſs, than they themſelves. I have according to my capacity, me­thodically digeſted thoſe things which were here and there confuſedly diſperſed, but added nothing of my own, and ſo expect neither Honour nor Thanks from you; but this only, that I may know, if our Studies pleaſe; and I ſhall ſupply thoſe things that are here wanting and deſired, ſomewhat more [Page] largely; for I will not refuſe to aſſiſt you yet fur­ther by the induſtry of my Studies: So that no­thing remains, but upon our bended Knees to re­turn moſt humble Thanks to the Father of Lights, in vouchſafing us this Art by the Writings of his Servants, and the High Prieſts of Nature, without which it would be beyond the power of man to ar­rive to ſo great a degree of Knowledge.
Now celebrate with me the Urns of our pious Maſters, who have for the Welfare of Mankind, rather diſperſed, than buried their Talents; and may you oblige your ſelves to the ſame good Of­fice, if you have any of their Writings not yet publiſhed.
Finally, It is my earneſt Suit to the Adepts now living, that they would pleaſe to employ themſelves freely in expounding Nature, correcting Philoſo­phy and Medicine; And laſtly, refuting all the de­ceitful Sects of Philoſophers, as well in the Acade­mies, as private Schools, for the advancement of the Glory of God, being ſingularly eminent in this Art. So be it.




§
The Firſt Book OF MENSTRUUMS.
RIPLEY, Cap. 2. Medullae Philoſ. Chym.
[Page]
We will here demonſtrate the clear Practice, how ſuch Menſtruums as be Unctuous and Moiſt, Sulphureous, and Mercureal, well agreeing with the Nature of Metals, wherewith our Bodies are to be artificially diſ­ſolved, may be obtained.

London, Printed for Tho. Howkins in George-Yard in Lom­bard-Street, 1685.

The Tranſlator to the Reader.
[Page]
[Page]
YOur Buſineſs it is, not mine, otherwiſe than as a Reader, to judge of this Work, but the am­ple and publick Encomiums of Learned Societies be­yond the Seas, already declaring their Sentiments of its Rarity and Excellency, are convictive Authorities far beyond my Opinion; and therefore I ſhall be ſilent: only this I think neceſſary to let you know, that our Author, having little ſpare time himſelf, left his La­tine Impreſſion to be by others corrected, which has been the cauſe of many Errors, and indeed in ſome Places ſo groſs, that the Author himſelf could ſcarce retrieve his own Meaning: This to prevent in the Engliſh Tranſlation, he has been pleaſed to uſe all Care to have it exactly import his own Mind. I muſt alſo tell you, that though I have taken no ſmall pains in endeavouring to make this weighty Work ſpeak true and perfect Engliſh, yet my Copy not being punctually obſerved, you will find many ſmall Miſtakes, beſides the Errata's inſerted at the latter end of the Book, which you may pleaſe, as you read, to correct.
Farewel. G. C.


A Catalogue of Menſtruums.
[Page]
[Page]
I. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of Philoſophical Wine only.
	1. THE Heaven, Eſſence, or Spirit of Wine of Lully. 1
	2. The Eſſence, Soul or Spirit of Wine of Rupeſciſſa. 9
	3. The Spirit of Wine of paracelſus. 11
	4. The Eſſence of Wine of Guido. 12

II. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and the hotteſt Vegetables, Herbs, Flowers, &c. being Oyley.
	5. The Anima Metallica, or Lunaria Coelica of Lully. 16
	6. The Aqua Vitae of Paracelſus. 21
	7. Another. Ibid.
	8. The Aqua Vitae of Ripley. 23
	9. The Compounded Aqua Vitae of Ripley. Ibid.

III. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of Spirit of Philoſophical Wine and Oyley Sals, as Sugar, Honey, Tartar Common, &c.
	10. The Mellifluous Heaven of Pariſinus. 31
	11. The Spirit of Honey of Lully. 34
	12. The Spirit of crude Tartar of Guido. 36
	13. The Spirit of crude Tartar of Paracelſus. Ibid.

IV. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of Spirit of Philoſophical Wine and Volatile Salts, as Sal Armoniack, Salt of Blood, Urine, &c.
	14. The Spirit of Sal Armoniack of Triſmoſinus. 38
	15. A Water of Sal Armoniack of Triſmoſinus. 40
	16. The Gelative Sulphur of Lully. Ibid.

[Page]
V. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and Fixed Salts of Vegetables and Minerals not Tinging.
	17. The Coelum Vegetabile of Lully. 46 	The Volatile Salt of Tartar of Lully. 48


	18. The Spirit of Wine of Baſilius. 52
	19. The Fiery Spirit of Wine of Baſilius. 54
	20. The Spirit of Calx vive of Baſilius. 55
	21. The ſimple Spirit of Calx vive of Baſilius 57
	22. The Tartarized Spirit of Wine of Baſilius. 58
	23. The Vegetable Acetum acerrimum or Ignis Adepti of Ripley. 59
	24. The Aqua fortiſſima of Rupeſciſſa. 60
	25. Vegetable Mercury acuated with the Salt of Tartar of Lully. 61
	26. The ſimple Vegetable Menſtruum produced from 3 Individuals of Lully. 62
	27. The Circulatum minus, or Water of Salt circulated of Paracel­ſus. 65
	28. The ſweet Spirit of Salt of Baſilius. 70

VI. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of the Spirit and Tartar of Philoſophical Wine.
	29. The Coelum Vinoſum of Pariſinus. 73
	30. The Coelum Vinoſum of Lully. 76 	Vegetable Sal Harmoniack of Pariſinus. 78
	Vegetable Sal Harmoniack of Lully. 80
	Vegetable Sal Harmoniack of Lully. 81
	Another. 83
	Animal Sal Harmoniack of Lully. 85
	Vegetable Sal Harmoniack made by the Accurtation of Lully. 89
	Another. 90


	31. Coelum Vegetabile of Lully circulated. 92
	32. The leſs Vegetable Menſtruum of Lully. 93
	33. The Vegetable Menſtruum per deliquium of Lully. 94
	34. The Vegetable Mercury of Lully. 95
	35. The rectify'd Aqua Vitae of Lully. 96
	36. The Circulatum minus of Guido. 97
	37. The Animal Heaven of Pariſinus. 98

[Page]
VII. Vegetable Menſtruums compounded of the aforeſaid Simple Men­ſtruums.
	38. The Circulatum majus of Guido. 103
	39. The Menſtruum acutum of Guido. 104
	40. The Coelum majus of Pariſinus. 105

VIII. Vegetable Menſtruums compounded of Simple Vegetable Menſtruums, and Common Argent vive, or other Metals.
	41. The Ignis Gehennae of Triſmoſinus. 110
	42. The Alchymical Mercury of Ripley. 113
	43. The Exalted Water of Mercury of Ripley. 114
	44. The Glorious Water of Argent vive of Lully. 115
	45. The incalcinated Menſtruum of Lully. 115
	46. The Mercurial Water by three Veſſels of Lully. 116 	The Mercurial Sal Harmoniack, or Mercury of Mercury of Lully. 119


	47. The Menſtruum of Guido for Pretious Stones. 122
	48. The Lunar Menſtruum of Lully. 123
	49. The Circulatum majus, or Acetum acerrimum of Lully. 124
	50. The Circulatum majus of Pariſinus. 126

IX. Vegetable Menſtruums compounded, made of Simple Vegetable Menſtruums, and Things tinging being firſt fixed.
	51. The Circulatum majus, or Metallick Acetum acerrimum of Para­celſus. 137

X. Vegetable Menſtruums compounded, made of Vegetable Menſtru­ums compounded, and Metallick Bodies.
	52. The Neapolitan Menſtruum of Lully. 144
	53. The Pretious Menſtruum for Pearls of Lully. 146
	54. The Mercurial compounded Menſtruum of Lully. 147
	55. The ſweet Spirit of Mercury of Baſilius. 148
	56. The incalcinated Menſtruum of Pariſinus. 149

[Page]
XI. Vegetable Menſtruums compounded, graduated, made of the com­pounded Vegetable Menſtruums impregnated with the Influences of Heaven and Earth.
	57. The Etherial and Terreſtrial Waters of Metals of Lully. 154

XII. Vegetable Menſtruums compounded, moſt highly exalted, made of compounded Vegetable Menſtruums graduated.
	58. The Ethereal and Celeſtial Limes of Lully. 163

XIII. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of the Matter of Philoſophical Wine only.
	59. The Green Lyon of Ripley. 172
	60. A Menſtruum made of the Gum Adrop of Ripley. 174
	61. A Menſtruum made of Red Lead of Ripley. 179
	62. The Simple ſtinking Menſtruum of Ripley. 181
	63. The Menſtruum of Sericon of Ripley 182
	64. The Green Lyon of Roger Bacon. 192
	65. The Green Lyon of Paracelſus. 198
	66. The Stinking Menſtruum made of the Gum Adrop and Common Vi­triol of Ripley. Ibid.
	67. The Stinking Menſtruum made of Azoquean Vitriol and Nitre of Lully. 199
	68. The Water calcining all Bodies of Lully. 201
	69. The Stinking Menſtruum for reducing Metals into Argent vive of Lully. 202
	70. The Stinking Menſtruum made of Azoquean Vitriol, Common Vitriol, and Nitre of Ripley. Ibid.

XIV. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of the Acid or Saline Eſſences of Salt.
	71. The Water or Oyl of Salt of Paracelſus 211
	72. The Water of Salt by another Deſcription. 214

[Page]
XV. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and Acid Spirits, as Aqua fortis, Spirit of Nitre, &c.
	73. Aqua fortis mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Paracelſus. 222
	74. Aqua fortis mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Trithemius. 223
	75. Vinegar mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Baſilius. Ibid.
	76. The Spirit of Salt of Baſilius. 225
	77. The Spirit of Salt of Guido. Ibid.
	78. The Aqua fortis mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Lully. Ibid.
	79. Aqua fortis mixt with the Spirit of Wine of an Anonymous. 226

XVI. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of Philoſophical Vinegar, and Vo­latile Salts, as Common Sal Armoniack, Urine, &c.
	80. The Oyl of Sal Armoniack of Guido. 229
	81. The Water of Sal Armoniack of Iſaacus. 230

XVII. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of Philoſophical Vinegar and fixed Salts non tinging, as well vegetable as mineral.
	82. The Aqua comedens of Paracelſus. 233
	83. The fixative Water of Trithemius. 234
	84. The Aqua mirabilis of Iſaacus. 235
	85. The reſuſcitative Water of Baſilius. Ibid.
	86. The Water of Sallabrum of Paracelſus. 236

XVIII. Simple Mineral Menſtrums made of Vegetable Sal Harmoniack and Acids not tinging.
	87. The Aqua fortis of Iſaacus Hollandus. 240
	88. The Aqua Regis of Ripley. 244
	89. The Kings Bath of Baſilius. 245
	90. A Philoſophical Water for the ſolution of Gold of Baſilius. Ibid.
	91. The most ſtrong Aqua fortis of Paracelſus. 247
	92. The Aqua Regis of Guido. Ibid.
	93. The Aqua Regis of Lully. 248

[Page]
XIX. Mineral Menſtruums compounded of Philoſophical Spirit of Wine, and Acid Spirits not tinging, Spirit of Vitriol, Butter of Antimony, &c.
	94. Spirit of Vitriol mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Lully. 251
	95. The Butter of Antimony mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Baſil. 253
	96. The Water of the fourth Gradation of Paracelſus. 254
	97. The Water of the ſixth Gradation of Paracelſus. Ibid.

XX. Mineral Menſtruums compounded of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and other tinging things, Vitriol, Cinabar, Antimony, &c.
	98. The Oyl of Vitriol of Baſilius. 261
	99. A Menſtruum of Baſilius made of Hungarian Vitriol. 293
	100. The Mineral Menſtruum of Iſaacus 294
	101. The ſtinking Menſtruum of Lully made of Vitriol and Cinabar. 294
	102. The ſame. Ibid.
	103. The ſtinking Menſtruum of Lully made of Vitriol, Cinabar and Nitre. 295
	104. The ſtinking Menſtruum of Lully, made of Vitriol, Nitre, Alume, Tartar, &c. 296
	105. The diſſolving Water for the Red of Iſaacus, 297
	106. Another. 298
	107. Again another, 299
	108. A diſſolving Water of Iſaacus for the White. 299
	109. Another. 299
	110. A Red Water ſhining Day and Night of Iſaacus. 300
	111. Another. 301
	112. Again Another. 303

XXI. Mineral Menſtruums Compounded, made of Simple Mineral Menſtru­ums and Mercury, the reſt of Metals, and other tinging things.
	113. The Spirit of Venus, or Spirit of Verdigreece of Baſilius. 306
	114. The Water of Paradiſe of Iſaacus. 310
	115. The Mercurial Vinegar of Triſmoſinus. 312
	116. The Mercurial Water of Triſmoſinus. Ibid.
	117. The Mercurial Water of Albertus Magnus. 313
	118. The Mercurial Water of Paracelſus. 315
	119. The ſtinking Menſtruum of Lully. 316
	120. The Mercurial green Lyon of Ripley. 317
	121. The ſtinking Lunar Menſtruum of Lully. 317
	122. The ſtinking Solar Menſtruum of Lully. Ibid
	123. Philoſophers Vinegar made of the Mercury of Silver of Iſaacus. 318

XXII. Mineral Menſtruums compounded of the Philoſophers Vinegar, and other Simple Mineral Menſtruums, and things tinging being firſt fixed.
	124. The Menſtruum of Venus of Iſaacus Hollandus. 322
	125. A Menſtruum of Vitriol of Iſaacus Hollandus. 324
	126. The Circulatum majus of Iſaacus. 332
	127. The Oyl of Vitriol ſhining by Night, of Triſmoſinus. 335
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THE PREFACE.
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TO exempt Diana from being expoſed Naked to the Petulant Luſt of Ʋnſatiable Men, as alſo to the Scorns and Contempt of the Ignorant, as a Common Proſtitute; the Adepts have taken care not only to cloath, but cover her almoſt with ſeveral ſorts of Garments: To this kind of Apparel, Antiquity has been pleaſed, yet not properly enough, to refer an Allegory of the Procreation of Man, deduced from the Analogy of Seed anciently received, how­ever ill applied to the Mineral Kingdom.
Firſt, They reckon Coition; Secondly, Conception; Thirdly, Impregnation; Fourthly, Birth; Fifthly, Nutriment: If there­fore no Coition, no Conception; without Conception, no Impregnation; without which no Birth can be premiſed.
Which Diſpoſition the Ancient Morienus himſelf confeſſeth to have been derived to him from Antiquity. Hermes, whom they call Father of the Adepts, in his Tabula Smaragdina, hath de­ſcribed to us the Father, Mother, and Nurſe of the Chymical In­fant. No wonder therefore, that ſuch an Ancient and Eaſie Do­ctrine as this, ſhould have found ſo eaſie an acceſs to Poſterity: it would be beſides the Intention and Scope to offer thoſe things, which might be inferred by us againſt this Analogy of Seed: Here let it ſuffice to remember only, that the greater part, as alſo the more an­cient Adepts, comparing the Chymical Magiſtery to the Generation of Man, did under the Notion of this Allegory, call their Diſſol­vents Menſtruums, or Feminine Seed, but the Things which were to be Diſſolved, Maſculine Seed. My Son, ſaith Lully, The Vegetable Menſtruum is of the Nature of a Womans Menſtru­um, becauſe a Mineral Menſtruum proceeds from it by Diſſo­lution, [Page] (of Minerals and Metals) and is made artificially as Na­ture requireth; for it hath the property of an incorruptible Spirit, which is as a Soul, and hath the Conditions of a Bo­dy, becauſe it generates and produceth Seed as a Woman; there­fore we call our D. (Diſſolvent) Menſtrual Blood, or Menſtru­um, becauſe it is Generative and Nutritive, and makes the ſaid C, and (C) (Metals) grow and increaſe, till they be con­verted into M (Sulphur of Nature, or Philoſophers Mercury) or into Q, (Tincture, or Philoſophers Stone) for as Menſtrual Blood perfects the Embryo by nouriſhing, and altering one Principle into another, and one Quantity into another, and one Form into another, yet the Principles and Quantities appearing in every Alteration, under divers Forms, differing from the firſt Forms themſelves, till a certain Subſtance appears in one entire Quantity, dependent upon ſeveral Matters, which is a Body, with Spirit and Soul, reduced into Action: And thus it is with our Infant (Philoſophers Stone) Lully, Diſtinct, 3. Can. 4. Lib. de Eſſentia, When K. (Colour) appears yellow, then let the Artiſt know, that the Body of our Infant is formed, made, and compleatly organized, and begins to be prepared for the reception of the vegetable Spirit into it, and Nature continues in that preparation till the yellow K. vaniſheth away, and a red K. (Colour) appeareth; and then may the Artiſt be aſſured that the ſaid Infant is perfect both in Body and Soul: ſo that he may let the Fire alone till it grows cold; which be­ing cold, the Artiſt will find our Infant round as an Egg; which he muſt take out and purifie (for it is a hard Stone in the mid­dle of many Superfluities, as the Infant of a Woman appears after Birth: Can. 11. Diſtinct. 3. Lib. Eſſent.) and let him take and put it into ſome clean Glaſs Veſſel, &c. 3 Diſtinct. 3 Part Lib. de Eſſent.
Pariſinus, Ripley, Eſpanietus, and other later Adepts, the Diſciples of Lully, had this Analogy of Seed from him, being doubt­leſs the moſt Learned of the Chymical Philoſophers. Of this living Heaven, ſaith Pariſinus, Raymund ſpeaks in his Third Book de Quinteſſentia, in the Chapter beginning, Coelum & Mer­curius noſter; Our Heaven hath the property of an incorrup­tible Spirit, which is as the Soul of it, and hath the Conditi­ons of a Body in it, generating and producing Seed, as a Wo­man, [Page] and herein it differs from the other Principles (of the Art) It is alſo ſenſual, becauſe it is apprehended by ſenſe, namely, by ſight, taſte and ſmell, as is declared in the firſt Di­ſtinction in the Chapter, which beginneth, Proeterea eſt principium movendi, ſcilicet, corpus ſive forma: And a little after, ſpeak­idg of the aforeſaid living Heaven, he ſaith, And in this point our Underſtanding knows that D. (his living Heaven, or Diſ­ſolvent) hath a Vegetable property, the ſimilitude of which, R and S (Gold and Silver) do tranſmit into the Sulphur of Na­ture, which is the Spirit of Metals, or Stone, or transforming Poyſon, according to the ſignification of Raymund, which ſig­nification he uſeth in his Alphabetum figuroe arboris Philoſophicoe, and therein produceth this following Sentence in Capite de fi­gura Quintoe Eſſentioe: As the Vegetative part of the Mother or Nurſe, tranſmits her Likeneſs into the Son, which ſhe gene­rates, which property the Son retains, ſo our Mercury. The Intention of the Philoſopher (Lully) is to demonſtrate, that the Philoſophers Sulphur, or Stone, or transforming Poyſon receives all its benefit by the excitation of the vegetative Vir­tue, which is in this Divine Vegetative Heaven.
The ſame Author in the Continuation of his Doctrine, ſaith, And alſo the Underſtanding knows, that the ſaid Metals R, and S, (Gold and Silver) retain the property of Menſtruum, with which they extend their ſimilitudes into exotick ſubſtances, tranſmuting the ſaid ſubſtances into their own kind, which is the reaſon why we call it Vegetable Mercury; as alſo becauſe it is extracted out of Vegetables. The ſame thing at the end of the ſaid Chapter he ſpeaks afreſh: And our Underſtanding alſo knows, that principle is as a Woman conceiving the Mans Seed, and bringing forth in the ſame form and virtue, as it was in the beginning. From whence we neceſſarily conclude, that the Elements of this Stone, namely, Gold, ought to be moved by vertue of a living Quinteſſence, and the aforeſaid Vegetable Heaven, which way I have ſufficiently proved and demonſtrated. Pariſinus in Lib. 1. Elucidarii, pag. 221. Vol. 6. Th. Chym.
Ripley, having the ſame Maſter as Pariſinus, expounds this Doctrine more briefly, thus; As an Infant in the Womb of the Mother, does by the concoction of temperate heat, convert [Page] the Menſtruums into its own Nature and Kind, that is, into Fleſh, Blood, Bones, yea, Life, with all other Properties of a living Body; ſo if you have the Water of Sol and Luna, it will attract other Bodies to its kind, and make their Humors perfect by its intrinſick Virtue and Heat; Ripl. Lib. de Merc. Phil.
We, ſaith Eſpanietus, to deal plainly and truly; affirm, that the whole work may be perfected by two Bodies only, that is, Sol and Luna, rightly prepared: For this is that Generation which is performed by Nature with the help of Art, in which the coition of Male or Female is requir'd, and from whence the Off-ſpring more noble than its Parents, is expected; Sect. 20. Arcan. Herm. Sol is the Male, for he yields the active and informing ſeed: Luna is the Female; which is called the Matrix and Veſ­ſel of Nature, becauſe ſhe receives the ſeed of the Male into her womb, and nouriſheth it with her Menſtruum, Sect. 22. Arcan. Herm. Phil. But the Philoſophers do not by the name of Luna, mean common Luna, which alſo acts the parts of a Male in their (white) work; let no man therefore attempt to joyn two males together, it being wicked and contrary to Na­ture, nor can he hope for any Offspring from ſuch a copula­tion, but put Gobritius to Beja, Brother to Siſter.
Conjugio junget ſtabili, propriam (que) dicabit.
That he may have from thence the noble Son of Sol, Sect. 23. Arcan. Herm. Phil. I would have the Reader know, ſaith Sendivogius, that Solution is twofold, though there be many other ſolutions, but of no effect: the firſt is only true and na­tural; the ſecond violent, under which are all the other com­prehended; the Natural is that, by which the pores of the Bo­by are opened in our VVater, that the digeſted ſeed may be injected into its Matrix: But our VVater is Celeſtial, not wet­ting your hands; not common, but almoſt like Rain: The Body is Gold, which yieldeth ſeed: our Luna is not common Silver, which receives the ſeed of Gold. Tract. 10. Novi Lumin. Saturn taking the Veſſel, drew up ten parts of the VVater, and preſently took ſome of the Fruit of the ſolar Tree, and put it in, and I ſaw the fruit of the Tree conſumed and reſolved as [Page] Ice in warm water. This water is to this fruit, as a VVoman. The fruit of this Tree can be putrified in nothing, but in this water only; for no other water can penetrate the pores of this Apple, but this: and you muſt know that the ſolar Tree ſprang alſo out of this VVater, which is extracted from a magnetical virtue out of the Rays of Sol and Luna, and therefore they have great affinity one with the other: In the Dialogue of Mer­cury.
Now here we in this Book intend to treat of this Feminine Seed, or diſſolving Waters of the Adepts. Great indeed, yea vaſt is the Treaſure of our Chymy; but altogether inacceſſible by thoſe that have not the Keys thereof; without which the Adepts themſelves could neither diſſolve nor coagulate Bodies. If you know not the way of diſſolving our Body, it is in vain to operate, is the Advice of Dionyſius Zacharias, pag. 798. Vol. 1. Th. Chym. But he that knows the Art and Secret of Diſſolution, has attained to the Secret of the Art, ſaith Bernhard, pag. 40. ſuoe Epiſtoloe. For this cauſe it is, ſaith Pariſinus, that the wiſe men ſay, To know the Celeſtial Water, which reduceth our Body into a Spirit, is the chief Myſtery of this Art, in Eluc. pag. 212. Vol. 1. Th. Chym. For without theſe Menſtruums things heterogeneous can never be perfectly mixed. Coral, though never ſo finely pulverized, can­not be mixed with the pureſt Powder of Pearls: Yea Gold mixeth not with Silver (much leſs with Bodies leſs perfect) though both be melted together; the Particles of each do indeed touch one another in their extream parts, being in a maſs or heap conſiſting of things heterogeneous, yet they are and do remain all diſtinct, unblemiſhed and unaltered in their Figures and Properties, no otherwiſe than as a heap compoſed of Barley and Oats: But in the more ſecret Chymy there is no Body, no heterogeneity, but what hath its own peculiar Men­ſtruum, and with which as being homogeneous to it, it runs into one Con­crete, rejoycing in the inſeparable Properties of either. So long therefore as you intend to joyn Metals with Metals, dry things with dry, with­out the Menſtruums of Diana, ſo long (to uſe the Phraſe of Eſpa­nietus) do you preſume to joyn males together, which is a thing wicked and contrary to Nature. Hearken therefore to Bernhard, Pag. 757. Vol. 1. Th. Chym. Perſwading you to leave Stones and all ſorts of Minerals, likewiſe alſo Metals alone, though they are the beginning and our matter. Metals are not only the mat­ter,[Page]but are alſo call'd by Lully, the form of the Stone; yet without theſe Menſtruums they ſignifie nothing. The Form, ſaith he, which is the Efficient Principle, Former and Transformer of all other Forms of leſs virtue and power, is deſcribed by C, or (C) (Metals) cannot of it ſelf only be the Magiſtery of the grea­ter work, &c. Very commodious it is for that Principle to be known, becauſe hereby the Underſtanding knows it to be one of the two Subſtances, from which our Infant is produced, ha­ving in it the condition of a male, from which proceeds a ſperm in the belly of our D. (Menſtruum or Diſſolvent,) Lul. Diſt. 3. Lib. Eſſ. Heaven or Mercury, (Menſtruum) is the fourth Prin­ciple ſignified by D. It is the Cauſe and Principle moving C, and (C) from Power to Action, ruling and governing them in its belly, as the VVoman the Infant which ſhe procreates in her Matrix. And in this point knows the underſtanding of an Artiſt, that D (Menſtruum) hath action upon C, and (C) ru­ling, governing and reducing them into Action, even as the Heavens above do by their motion, bring things Elementary, into action, And an Artiſt is to underſtand that of the two ſubſtances, of which our Stone is compounded, and by which it is generated, this, namely, D, (Diſſolvent) is the more prin­cipal. Ibid. In the Book de Medicinis ſecretis, pag. 336. he goes on; You muſt know, ſaith he, that hitherto I have not told you the moſt ſecret thing and matter of the whole Magiſtery, which is our incorruptible Quinteſſence, extracted out of white or red VVine, which we call Celeſtial Crown, and Menſtruum, after the ſublimations, putrefactions, and final depuration of it; which Quinteſſence is indeed the foundation, principal matter, and Magiſtery of all medicinal things: My Son, if you have it, you will have the Magiſtery of the whole thing, with­out which nothing can be done.
But you, My companions, know, what mean the Menſtruums of Diana; you know, I ſay, they are the higheſt ſecrets of the more ſe­cret Chymy, much more ſecret than the Menſtruums of Women; that the ſame alſo were never acquired but by the extream Pains and in­genuity of an Adept, moſt cautiouſly deſcribed, and recommended to us principally as the Keys of the Art: You eaſily believe Lully, ſay­ing, Without theſe Menſtruums nothing can be done in the Ma­giſtery of the Art. Mag. Nat. pag. 329. Or Chriſtopher Pariſinus, [Page] That the great ſecret lies in theſe Menſtruums, inſomuch if they be not known, nothing can be done as to the tranſmuting of Metals. Elucid. pag. 222. Vol. 6. Th. Chym. Wherefore I think it enough to declare to you in ſhort, that theſe Menſtruums, which hitherto you have with ſo much ſtudy, to little purpoſe ſought in the Theoretical Books of Adepts, are now offered to you, being found by me, in Practical Books, no longer ſhrowded with Obſcurity, but diſ­robed, and expoſed naked to the ſight and underſtanding of all men: But you have no cauſe to fear the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine which you perceive in any Menſtruum, it being familiar and moſt gentle, becauſe Philoſophical. Nor have you need of many Conjurations, to make it appear to you; for in all Pages of the Theoretical Books of Adepts, it offers it ſelf willingly and expects you, provided you pray to God, that he would graciouſly vouchſafe to open your Eyes; for without his permiſſion or ſpecial appointment, it dares not mani­feſt it ſelf to you. By the Menſtruums of the Adepts, underſtand not therefore yours, though they be moſt ſecret to you, becauſe I fear they are yet but vulgar, which diſſolving a dry Body, are tranſ­muted with it into a Salt or Vitriol, not with a true, but ſeeming coalition and mixture, which a ſearching Fire eaſily diſcovereth, preſently ſeparating theſe ſame heterogeneous ſubſtances again: On the contrary, the unctious Spirit of Philoſophical Wine does by its Ʋnctuoſity mollifie a dry Body, and tranſmute it not into a Salt or Vitriol, but into an Oyl: It eaſily joyns things heterogeneous by its own equal temperament, and is by its homogeneity eaſily joyned with things homogeneous to it, by which alſo it is augmented, according to that of Bernhard: No Water diſſolveth bodies, but that which is of their ſpecies. and which can be inſpiſſated in bodies; for a Diſſolvent ought not to differ from that which is diſſolved, in matter, but proportion and digeſtion; Pag. 43. of his Epiſtles. For Nature is not meliorated, but by its own nature; our mat­ter therefore can be no otherwiſe meliorated than by its own matter. Parmenides ſaith the ſame, L. de Alchym. pag. 768. Vol. 1. Th. Chym. This Spirit of Phyloſophical Wine may be united to all things, and is able to unite all things inſeparably. But they that ſuppoſe another water, are ignorant and unwiſe, and will never come to the effect, ſaith Pariſinus in Eluc. p. 222. Vol. 6. Th. Chym. Of which Morienus, pag. 52. thus; As to this Magiſtery, let Fools ſeek other things, and ſeeking err; for they will never attain [Page] to the effect of it, till Sol and Luna be reduced into one body, which cannot come to paſs before the Will of God. Which Arnold, if I miſtake not, thus expreſſeth: You will ſooner joyn the Sun and Moon in the Heavens, than Gold and Silver in the Earth without our Menſtruums.
But you that have hitherto deſired one only univerſal, immortal, indeſtructible Menſtruum, I mean, the Liquor Alkaheſt. or Igniſa­qua, that undeclinable word, inſtead of one, whereof you never yet knew the Name, Matter, Preparation and Ʋſe, behold! I offer a great many kinds of univerſal Menſtruums, in their Deſcriptions more clear, in Virtues equivalent, if not better than this your Al­kaheſt. What others have either obſcurely, or impertinently ſaid and written of this Liquor Alkaheſt, we little regard, as Opinions and Conjectures. By the Menſtruums of the Adepts, we intend not all manner of Diſſolvents, prepared without the Spirit of Philoſo­phical Wine, and only corroding, but not in the leaſt altering the more minute Particles of Bodies: Nor do we underſtand an immortal Li­quor, not permanent with things diſſolved in it: But by Menſtruum we mean a volatile Liquor made ſeveral ways of the Spirit of Philo­ſophical Wine and divers things, not only ſeparating Bodies, but alſo continuing with them, and altering them with the addition of it ſelf, ſo as to be no more two, nor again, what they were before. For out of this Diſſolution (the ſolemn Wedlock, inſeparable Ʋnion and Combination of Body and Menſtruum) emergeth a new Being, con­taining the unblemiſhed Properties of the thing diſſolved, and the thing diſſolving, not at all ſeparable by Art or Nature.
Theſe Menſtruums I have diſtinguiſhed into Vegetable and Mi­nerals, not as if the Vegetables were made of Vegetables only, and the Mineral of Minerals, but every Menſtruum, that hath not mani­feſt acidity, acting without ebullition and motion, is called Vegetable, though it be made of meer Animals or Minerals by the Spirit of Phi­loſophical Wine. On the contrary, a Menſtruum becomes Mineral, ſo ſoon as manifeſt acidity is mixed either with the Spirit of Philoſo­phical Wine, or a Vegetable Menſtruum; for by adding the acidity, it now diſſolves Bodies with violence and efferveſcence. I have ſubdi­vided both kinds into Simple and Compound, but not as if the Simple conſiſted of fewer Ingredients, but becauſe they are of more ſimple or leſs virtue. Simple Menſtruums tinge Bodies diſſolved in them leſs, but the Compounded more.


OF Vegetable MENSTRUUMS. The Firſt Kind. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of Phi­loſophical Wine only.
[Page]
I. The Heaven, Eſſence, or Spirit of Wine of Lully, Deſcribed, Can. 1. Diſt. 1. Lib. De Quinta Eſ­ſentia.
TAke Wine Red or White, the beſt that may be had, or at leaſt take Wine that is not any way eager, neither too little nor too much thereof, and diſtil an Aqua ardens, as the cuſtom is, through Braſs Pipes, and then rectifie it four times for better purification. But I tell you it is enough to rectifie it three times, and ſtop it cloſe, that the burning Spirit may not exhale, be­cauſe herein have many men erred, thinking it ought to be ſe­ven times rectified, But my Son, it is an infallible ſign to you when you ſhall have ſeen that Sugar ſteeped in it, and being put to the flame burneth away as Aqua ardens. Now having the water thus prepared, you have the matter out of which the Quinteſſence is to be made, which is one principal thing we intend to treat of in this Book. Take therefore that, and put it in a circulating Veſſel, or in a Pelican, which is called the Veſ­ſel of Hermes, and ſtop the hole very cloſe with Olibanum or Maſtick being ſoft, or quick Lime mixed with the White of [Page] Eggs, and put it in Dung, which is naturally moſt hot, or the remainings of a Wine-Preſs, in which no heat muſt be by ac­cident diminiſhed, which you may do, my Son, if you put a great quantity of which you pleaſe of thoſe things at a corner of the Houſe, which quantity muſt be about thirty Load: This ought to be, that the Veſſel may not want heat, becauſe ſhould heat be wanting, the circulation of the water would be im­paired, and that which we ſeek for uneffected; but if a continual heat be adminiſtred to it by continual circulati­ons, our Quinteſſence will be ſeparated in the colour of Heaven, which may be ſeen by a diametrical Line, which divides the upper part, that is the Quinteſſence, from the lower, namely, from the Faeces, which are of a muddy co­lour. Circulation being continued many days together in a circulating Veſſel, or in the Veſſel of Hermes, the Hole, which you ſtopp'd with the ſaid Matter, muſt be opened, and if a wonderful Scent go out, ſo as that no fragrancy of the world can be compared to it; inſomuch as putting the Veſſel to a cor­ner of the Houſe, it can by an inviſible Miracle draw all that paſs in, to it; or the Veſſel being put upon a Tower, draws all Birds within the reach of its Scent, ſo as to cauſe them to ſtand about it. Then will you have, my Son, our Quinteſſence which is otherwiſe call'd Vegetable Mercury at your will, to ap­ply in the Magiſtery of the tranſmutation of Metals: But if you find not the influx of Attraction, ſtop the Veſſel again, as be­fore; and put it in the place before appointed, and there let it ſtand till you attain to the aforeſaid Sign. But this Quinteſſence thus glorified, will not have that Scent, except a Body be diſ­ſolved in it, nor have that heat in your mouth as Aqua ardens: This is indeed by the Philoſophers call'd the Key of the whole Art of Philoſophy, and as well Heaven, as our Quinteſſence, which arrives to ſo great a ſublimity, that either with it by it ſelf alone, or with the earthly Stars (Metals) the Operator of this work may do miracles upon the Earth.
[Page]
Annotations.
THE twenty four following Kinds of Menſtruums will prove, that amongſt the Diſſolvents of the Adepts, no one is made without the Vegetable Mercury, or Spirit of Philoſophical Wine; for it is the foundation, beginning and end of them all: Yea it is ac­cording to the various and diſtinct degrees of its ſtrength, ſometimes the leaſt, ſometimes the greateſt of all the Menſtruums. It is the leaſt and weakeſt, when it doth by its ſimple Ʋnctuoſity diſſolve only the unctuous or oyly parts of Vegetables, but either reject or leave untouched the Remainder being leſs oyly and heterogeneous to it ſelf: it becomes the ſtrongeſt when we temper its Ʋnctuoſity with Arids, (that is, dry things, not Oyly) for ſo it is made homogeneous to things dry-oyly, and to things meerly dry. In reſpect of which Ho­mogeneity, the Menſtruums of the Adepts differ from the common, becauſe they do by reaſon of the ſaid Homogeneity, remain with the things diſſolved inſeparably; yea, are augmented by them, but not with the leaſt ſaturation, tranſmuted and melted into a third ſub­ſtance, and ſo cannot part without the diminution or deſtruction of their former Virtues. The permanent Homogeneity of Menſtru­ums with things to be diſſolved, is the reaſon why Eſſences are made with ſimple Vegetable Menſtruums, but Magiſteries with the ſame compounded, and ſo theſe operate more ſtrongly, thoſe more weakly. This is it, to comprehend all in a word, which ſhews us the various kinds of Menſtruums diſtinct one from another in ſo many ſeveral degrees, now to be deſcribed and illuſtrated by our Annotations.
But that you may more eaſily underſtand the following Receipts and me alſo, I thought it neceſſary to preadmoniſh ſome certain things concerning the Nature and Property of this Spirit of Wine, leſt you ſhould judge amiſs of a thing not ſufficiently underſtood.
Firſt, You are not to take the Spirit of common Wine, though ne­ver ſo much rectified, for the Philoſophical Spirit of Wine; for ſo the following Receipts of all Menſtruums would be erroneous and ſeducing.
Having occaſion (ſaith Zacharias) for a moſt excellent Aqua-Vitoe for the diſſolving of a mark or half a pound of Gold, we bought a large Veſſel of the beſt Wine, out of which we did by a Pellican obtain great plenty of Aqua vitoe, which was of­ten [Page] rectified in many Glaſs-Veſſels bought for that end: then we put one Mark of our Gold, being before calcin'd a whole month, and four Marks of Aqua vitoe into two Glaſs-Veſſels, one Retort entring into the other, being ſealed, and both placed in two great round Furnaces: we bought alſo Coals to the value of thirty Crowns at one time, to continue Fire under it for the ſpace indeed of a whole Year. We might have kept Fire for ever before any congelation would have been made in the bot­tom of the Veſſels, as the Receipt promiſed, no ſolution pre­ceding; for we did not operate upon a due matter, nor was that the true water of Solution, which ought to diſſolve our Gold, as appeared by experience, pag. 783. Vol. 1. Th. Chym. Ripley admoniſheth us of the ſame thing, who ſaith, Some think that this Fire (this Fiery Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) is drawn from Wine according to the common way, and that it is recti­fied by diſtillations often repeated, till its watry Phlegm, which impedes the power of its Igneity, be wholly taken from it. But when ſuch a ſort of Water (which Fools call Pure Spirit) though a hundred times rectified, be caſt upon the Calxes of any Bo­dy, be it never ſo well prepared, we do nevertheleſs ſee, that it is found weak and inſufficient as to the act of diſſolving a Body, with the preſervation of its Form and Species, Cap. 2. ſuoe Medul. Phil. Common Wine (ſaith he a little lower) is hot, but there is another ſort much hotter, whoſe whole ſubſtance is by reaſon of its aerity moſt eaſily kindled by Fire, and the Tartar of this unctuous Humor is thick; for ſo ſaith Raymund: That Tartar is blacker than the Tartar from the black Grapes of Catalonia; whereupon it is called Nigrum nigrius Nigro; that is, Black blacker than Black: and this humidity being unctuous, doth therefore better agree with the Unctuoſity of Metals, than the Spirit extracted from common Wine, becauſe by its liquefactive virtue Metals are diſſolved into Water; which ope­ration the Spirit of (Common) Wine cannot perform; which, how ſtrong ſoever, is nothing elſe but clear water mix'd with a kind of Phlegmatick Water, where on the contrary, in this our Unctuous Spirit diſtilled, there is no Phlegmatick aquoſity found at all. But this thing being rare in our Parts, as well as other Countries, Guido Montanor therefore the Grecian Philoſo­pher found out another unctuous humidity, which ſwims upon [Page] other Liquors, which humidity proceeds from Wine; to the knowledge hereof attain'd Raymund, Arnold, and ſome other Philoſophers, but how it might be obtained, ſaid not.
O tortas adeo mentes! aſſuetaque falli
 Artificum vario rerum per inania ductu
 Pectora! cum duris quid mollia vina metallis?
 Apta epulis, atque apta bibi ſuaviſſima vina?
 Hic tamen expreſſam proelis torquentibus uvam
 Accipit, & phialae poſtrema in parte reponit,
 Cujus in extremo roſtrum connectitur ore, &c.

Thus facetiouſly ſings the Poet and Adept Augurellus, Lib. 2. Chryſ. pag. 206. Vol. 3. Th. Chym.
2. That you take not any Oyl, though an hundred times rectified, in­ſtead of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine; for all oyly matters, whe­ther diſtilled or expreſſed, natural or artificial, alone, but much more mixt with other things, as Alkalies, Acids, &c. do by diſtilling, digeſting, &c. in Bath, Dung, Vapor, &c. become thick, pitchy, yea, at length dry, inſipid, black as a Coal, and ſometimes like a Tyle, capable of being made red hot; which is a manifeſt ſign, that they want rather a Diſſolvent, than are themſelves Diſſolvents.
3. It is neceſſary to obſerve that the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine appears in two forms, either like an Oyl ſwimming upon all Liquors, or like the Spirit of Common Wine (to the Nature of which it comes ſometimes nearer, and therefore doth from the Ana­logy borrow its Name) not ſwimming upon watry Liquors, but mix­ible with them and its own Phlegm; yet ſeparable by ſimple Diſtil­lation, it eaſily by this means leaving its Phlegms behind it; but if being rectified, and kindled, it burns wholly away, it affords us the common ſign of perfect rectification of the common Spirit, but however, they are not two, but one only Spirit, differing in degree of purity and ſubtilty. Which to prove, is not neceſſary, examples being obvious to us in almoſt every Deſcription of the Vegetable Menſtruums.
4. Laſtly, Diſtinction muſt be made between the firſt and ſecond Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, Father and Son. The firſt doth in [Page]its preparation require Laborem Sophiae, the moſt ſecret, diffi­cult and dangerous work of all true Chymiſtry. The ſecond is eaſily made with the former Spirit according to the Rule of perfect Chy­miſtry: An Eſſence makes an Eſſence, a Magiſtery a Magiſtery. Differ they do in Order, not in Nature; they are both of one Virtue, though of different preparation: for this, as hath been lately ſaid, is of a more eaſie, that of a mor difficult preparation. Eſſences they are both, the former artificial, the other natural, in Medecines therefore unequal, though alike in Chymiſtry, as Menſtruums, but they are eaſily di­ſtinguiſhed one from the other by their Epithets. The firſt hath theſe more general Names in the Latine Tongue, Eſſentia Vini, Al­cool Vini, Mercurius Vini, Vinum Vitae, Vinum Salutis, A­qua Vitae, Aqua ardens, Vinum aduſtum, Vinum ſublimatum, &c. Examples of which you will have in theſe and the like Re­ceipts: Take beaten Gold, and let it be reſolved into Liquor by the Eſſence of Wine; Paracelſ. in Deſcript. Auri Diaphoret. Lib. 3. de male curatis. Take Flints, and diſſolve them in the Eſ­ſence of Wine, as Salt in Water, &c. Paracelſ. in Deſcript. Eſſen­tioe ſilicum, cap. 18. de Morbis Tartar. pag. 327. Take the Crocus of Sol, and the Alcool of Wine, corrected, &c. Paracelſ. in Tinct, Croci Solis, lib. de proeparat. pag, 81. The Alcool of Wine exiccated or corrected, is, ſaith Paracelſus, when the ſuperfluity of the Wine is taken away, and the Vinum ardens remains dry and de­phlegmed, without fatneſs, leaving no Faeces in the Veſſel, pag. 507. But as to this, you will have many more Examples, eſpecially in the following Book of Medecines.
The Second Spirit of Philoſophical Wine hath its Sirnames an­nexed to theſe more general Names, indicating the radix of its Ori­ginal, of which the following Receipts may be for Examples. Take the Leaves of Sol four ſcruples, of the Alcool of Wine drawn from a Pine, from Balm, ana. &c. Paracelſ. in deſcript. Balſami Solis, pag. 90. Chyr. major. The Extraction of Mummy is made by mixing it with the Eſſence of Wine drawn from Celandine, &c. Parac. in deſcript. Tincturoe Mumioe, cap. 10. Lib. 3. de Vita long. pag. 65. Take the Eſſence of Wine drawn from Celandine, Mer­cury of Saturn, &c. Paracelſ. Lib. 8. cap. 10. de Tumoribus, Pu­ſtulis, &c. pag. 138. Chyr. major. In theſe and the like Receipts he does by the Alcool of Wine, drawn from the Pine, Balm, Celan­dine, &c. mean the ſecond Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or the Eſſence of thoſe things made with the former Spirit, which alſo is [Page]proved out of the fifth Chapter of the third Book of long Life, pag. 63. Where Paracelſus calls the Eſſences of Herbs the Elixir of Life, or the Wine of Health, made from this or that Herb: which (he ſaith) will be manifeſted in the example of Balm. Digeſt Balm (with the firſt Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) a Philoſophical Month in an Athanar, then ſeparate ſo, as that the duplicated Elements may appear apart, and the Quinteſſence, which is the Elixir of Life, will preſently ſhew it ſelf, in Nepitha ſharp, in Lolium yellow, in Tincium blackiſh, in Lupulus thin and white, in Cuſ­cuta harſh, in others likewiſe to be judg'd according to the Pre­ſcript of Experience. Moreover that Spirit being extracted, and ſeparated from the other, behold the Wine of Health, (Eſſence of Balm) in which the Pſeudo-Philoſophers have ear­neſtly laboured ſome Ages, yet never acquired any thing. And a good part of them that followed Raymund (intending to follow him according to the Letter, underſtanding Wine red or white) emp­tied ſome Butts of Wine in extracting the Quinteſſence of Wine, but found nothing at all but burnt Wine, which they unhap­pily uſed for the Spirit of Wine: ſufficient it is to have thus ad­moniſhed the Spagyriſt, which way the Quinteſſence may be had in Herbs.
This twofold, the firſt as well as ſecond Spirit of Wine may be made not only out of the Vegetable, but the Animal Kingdom alſo: So is it read of the Aqua Vitae and Phlegm of the Wine of Ʋrine, in the 16th. Experiment of Lully,, and in Paramiro Paracelſi, pag. 57. Many have diligently laboured to find in man his own Health, Aqua vitoe, Lapis Philoſophorum, Arcanum, Balſamum, Aurum potabile, and the like. Which they did rightly; for all thoſe things are in him, as alſo in the external world. So alſo hath he a deſcription of the Liquor of Fleſh, pag. 505. Take of the Liquor of Fleſh ſix ounces, of Mummy, &c. Here by Liquor, he means the Wine of Fleſh, which is proved by Paracelſus himſelf; ſaying, Where and according to this it is to be noted, that the Wine of Balm is a Secret in an Aſthma: Here alſo it is to be obſerved, that by Pulmonaria, not the Herb, but the Liquor, that is, the Wine of it hath place in this Cure: In which words, the Liquor and Wine of Pulmonaria, are ſynonimous. So in Lib. 8. de Tumoribus, cap. 3. By the Liquor of Hermodactils. And cap. 9. By the Liquor of Balm; and lib. 9. cap. 4. By the Liquor [Page] Parthenion, And cap. 5. By the Liquor of Bdellium, &c. The Wines or Eſſences of them all ought to be underſtood. Though neither the firſt nor ſecond Spirit can be produced out of the dry Kingdom of Minerals (there are indeed ſome purely Oyly, as Ole­um Petrae, Naphthae, Carbonum foſſilium, Succini, Agathis, &c. which are reputed Members of this Kingdom, the Oleoſity of which notwithſtanding differs ſo little from the Ʋnctuoſity of Vege­tables and Animals, that ſcarce deſerve to be called Subjects there­of) yet for the ſame reaſon that the Eſſences and Liquors of Vege­tables are called Wines, is an Eſſence of the Mineral Kingdom, ſome­times alſo called the Liquor and Wine of Minerals; ſo the Liquor or Eſſence of Vitriol or Copper is called Wine of the firſt Metal, Cap. 12. Lib. 3. de Vita longa, pag. 65.
Being now inſtructed by the light of theſe Premiſes, let us come nearer to the Spirit of Wine of Lully, which we ſhall find like an Oyl ſwimming upon its Phlegms, deduced not from the Common, but Philoſophical Aqua vitae by Circulation: But all other Eſſences being made by the belp of ſome certain Eſſence, this firſt Eſſence of Wine alone muſt by its own virtues emerge its ſelf out of its own foeculencies and impurities: In this reſpect the making of Philoſo­phical Wine (red or white) renders the work of all the moſt ſecret Chymiſtry moſt difficult and abſtruſe; of which we ſhall by the Bleſ­ſing of God) clearly and truly treat in a particular Book; namely, our Fifth. Our purpoſe at preſent is to proſecute the Ʋſe of this Wine in the making of Menſtruums, where we find Aqua vitae the firſt and weakeſt of all Menſtruums, which, being by circulation alone reduced into an Oyl, is made much more excellent than before. Lully's Receipt is clear enough; yet however we thought it adviſa­ble to confirm at leaſt, if not illuſtrate it with the Receipts of other Adepts. Johannes de Rupeſciſſa, a Scholar of Lully, had ſo great an eſteem for the firſt Diſtinction of his Maſter's Book of Eſſence, that he made it his own with a little alteration: He hath deſcribed the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine after this man­ner:

2. The Eſſence, Soul or Spirit of Wine of Johan­nes de Rupeſciſſa, deſcribed Chap 5. of his Book de Quinteſſentia.
[Page]
REpute me not a Liar, in calling Aqua ardens a Quinteſ­ſence, and ſaying that none of the modern Philoſophers and Phyſicians have attained to it, Aqua ardens being com­monly found every where; for I ſpoke true of a certain: for the Magiſtery of a Quinteſſence is a thing occult, and I have not ſeen above one, and him a moſt approved Divine, that underſtood any thing of the Secret and Magiſtery of it: And I affirm for a truth, that the Quinteſſence is Aqua ardens, and is Aqua ardens. And may the God of Heaven put prudence in the heart of Evangelical Men, for whom I compoſe this Book, not to communicate this Venerable Secret of God to the Repro­bates: Behold now I open the Truth to you. Take not Wine too watry, nor Wine that is black, earthy, inſipid, but no­ble, pleaſant, ſavoury, and odoriferous Wine, the beſt that can be found, and diſtill it through cooling pipes ſo oft, till you have made the beſt Aqua ardens you can; that is, you di­ſtill it from three to ſeven times; and this is the Aqua ardens which the modern Phyſicians have not acquired. This water is the Matter out of which the Quinteſſence which we intend principally in this Book, is extracted: becauſe when you have your noble water, you muſt cauſe ſuch a Deſtillatory to be made in a Glaſs-makers Furnace, all entire of one piece, with one only hole above, by which the water muſt be put in and drawn out; for then you ſhall ſee the Inſtrument ſo compleat­ly formed, that, that which by the virtue of Fire aſcends, and is diſtilled into the Veſſel through the Pipes, may be again car­ried back, in order to aſcend again, and again deſcend continu­ally day and night, till the Aqua ardens be by the will of God above, converted into a Quinteſſence; and the underſtanding of the Operation is in this; becauſe the beſt Aqua ardens that can be made, hath yet a material mixture of the four Ele­ments; therefore it is by God ordained, that the Quinteſſence which we ſeek for, ſhould be by continual Aſcenſions and De­ſcenſions [Page] ſeparated from the corruptible compoſition of the four Elements; and this is done, becauſe that which is a ſecond time or oftner ſublimed, is more pure and glorified, and ſepa­rated from the corruption of the four Elements, than when it aſcends only one time, and ſo to a thouſand times, and that which is by continual aſcent and deſcent ſublimed, comes at length to ſo great an altitude of Glorification, as to be almoſt an incorruptible Compound, as Heaven it ſelf, and of the Na­ture of Heaven; it is therefore called Quinteſſence, becauſe it is in reference to our Body as the Heavens in reſpect to the whole World; almoſt after the ſame manner, ſo far as Art can imitate Nature, in a near and connatural ſimilitude.
Circular Diſtillation therefore being for many days made in a Veſſel of Circulation, you muſt open the hole which is in the head of the Veſſel, which is indeed ſuppos'd to have been ſeal'd with a Seal made of Lutum Sapientioe, compounded of the fi­neſt Flower and the White of an Egg, and of wet Paper moſt carefully pick'd and mix'd, to prevent the leaſt exhaling. And having opened the Hole, if the Odour (which ought to be ſuper-admirable, above all the Fragrancies of the world) which ſhall ſeem to have deſcended as it were from the ſublime Throne of the moſt glorious God, be ſo great, that ſetting the Veſſel in a corner of a houſe, it ſhall by an inviſible force with the fragrancy of the Quinteſſence (which is wonderful and highly miraculous) attract to it ſelf all people that enter in; then have you the Quinteſſence which you heard of; to which none of the modern Philoſophers and Phyſicians (except him that I except­ed before) have ſo far as I have been able to underſtand, at­tained. But if you find not the Odour and Influence of attract­ing men, as I ſaid, ſeal the Veſſel as before, and bring it to the heat above deſcribed, in order to compaſs your deſire by Subli­mations and Circulations; namely, in finding out this Quinteſ­ſence ſo glorified, into an Odour of ineſtimable fragrancy and ſavour glorified to a wonder, and the influx of attraction before expreſſed; and not only ſo as to yield a wonderful Scent, but alſo to raiſe it ſelf more fully to a kind of incorruptibility: it hath not that heat in your mouth which Aqua ardens hath, nor that moiſtneſs, that is, ſuch an Aqueity flowing, becauſe the acute heat of the Aqua ardens; and its watery moiſtneſs is by [Page] Sublimations and Circulations wholly conſumed, and the Ter­reity will remain apart in the bottom: And the Heaven as well as Stars, of which this our Quinteſſence is compounded both as to Matter and Form, are not as that which is compounded of the four Elements; but there is but little of it glorified ſo much even to the higheſt, fill'd with ſo noble a form, that the power of Matter cannot aſpire to any other Form, and ſo re­mains uncorrupted, till the Compoſition be deſtroyed by com­mand of the Creator: Nor is the Quinteſſence which we ſeek, altogether reduced to the incorruption of Heaven; as neither is Art equal to Nature: yet notwithſtanding it is incorruptible in reſpect of the Compoſition made of the four Elements, be­cauſe ſhould it be altogether incorruptible, as Heaven, it would abſolutely perpetuate our Body; which the Author of Nature, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt forbids. Now have I opened to you much of the Secret, to the Glory of the immortal God.
Paracelſus extracts his Eſſence of Philoſophical Wine not out of Aqua ardens, but out of Philoſophical Wine it ſelf: Thus;

3. The Spirit of Wine of Paracelſus: Deſcribed, Chap. 9. of the Third Book of Long Life, pag. 64.
YOur Wine being powred into a Pelican, digeſt in Horſe-dung, and that the ſpace of two Months continually, you will ſee it ſo thin and pure, that a Fatneſs, which is the Spi­rit of Wine, will of it ſelf appear in the ſuperficies. Whatſoever is under this is Phlegm, without any nature of Wine; but the Fatneſs alone being put into a Phial, and digeſted by it ſelf, is of moſt excellent energy for long Life.
Guido uſed the following Method, little differing from the Paracelſian.

4. The Eſſence of Wine according to Guido, Deſcribed, Pag. 1. Theſaur. Chym.
[Page]
TAke White or Red Wine, which is better, diſtil by Bal­neo till the Matter remain in the conſiſtence of Honey, which being divided into two parts in a duplicated Cucurbit, mixt with the diſtilled Liquor, and joyn together again, and after the digeſtion of ſix weeks, a green Oyl will ſwim upon the Matter; which ſeparate through a Funnel.

From the Receipts, we think theſe Things follow­ing worthy of Obſervation.
1. That the Wine, Red or White, is not Common, but Philoſo­phical, and that is the only thing that is obſcure in theſe four Books; to be underſtood not according to the Letter, but by Analogy: but Aqua ardens, Aqua vitae, Spirit or Eſſence of a Philoſophical Wine are the proper Names of it.
2. That the Aqua ardens of Philoſophical Wine doth in ſome things agree with the Properties of Common Spirit of Wine; namely, it goes before its Phlegm in diſtillation: it is rectified as the Common, from its Phlegm. Laſtly, being rectified, it is known by burning Linnen, Sugar, &c.
3. That this Aqua ardens doth by Circulation dayly loſe its moi­ſture and ſharpneſs; and is at length converted into a ſwimming Oyl, the Eſſence and Spirit of Philoſophical Wine. But who ever redu­ced Common Spirit of Wine, or Aqua Vitis, by bare Circulation into an Oyl? Who, I ſay, hath by continual Circulation brought that Oyl to Drineſs; ſo as to be ſublimeable as a volatile Salt, and that not but by a ſtrong Fire, as Iſaacus affirms himſelf to have expe­rienced, in the Deſcription of his Vegetable Stone? Of which lower in the Third Book.
4. That the Oyl, or Eſſence of Wine may be divers ways made out of Philoſophical Wine.
5. That not only the Time, but alſo the Scent, Colour, &c. of the Eſſence are varied according to the variety of Method: The Eſſence of Lully is like Heaven, that is, of a Sky-colour; the Oyl of Guido is green.
[Page]6. That it hath not a Scent ſo fragrant, unleſs it hath a Body (eſpecially a Metallick or Mineral) diſſolved in it.
7. That this Heaven, the firſt of all Menſtruums, is alſo a Me­decine; and is called the Eſſence or Specifick to a long Life.
8. That it is called Heaven for ſeveral Reaſons by Lully.
Firſt, Becauſe it works Contraries, like Heaven. Our Vege­table Menſtruum, ſaith Lully, the Celeſtial Animal, which is call'd Quinteſſence, preſerves Fleſh from corruption, comforts things elemented, reſtores former Youth, vivifies the Spirit, digeſts the crude, hardeneth the ſoft, rarifies the hard, fattens the lean, waſteth the fat, cools the hot, heats the cold, dries the moiſt, moiſtens alſo the dry: One and the ſame thing can do contrary operations. The Act of one thing is diverſified according to the nature of the Receiver; as the heat of the Sun, which hath contrary operations; as in drying Clay, and melt­ing Wax: yet the Act of the Sun is one in it ſelf, and not con­trary to it ſelf.
Secondly, Becauſe like Heaven it receives the Forms of all Things. As the univerſal Form (the Macrocoſmical Heaven) hath an appetite to every Form, ſo the Quinteſſence (of Phi­loſophical Wine) to every Complexion; whereby it is evidently manifeſt, that the Quinteſſence of things is ſaid to be of that complexion to which it is adjoyned; if joyned to hot, hot; if to cold, cold, &c. This therefore the Philoſophers called Heaven; becauſe as Heaven affords us ſometimes heat, ſome­times moiſture, &c. ſo the Quinteſſence in mens Bodies at the Artiſt's pleaſure, &c. Diſtinct. 1. Lib. Eſſentioe. To this Hea­ven we apply its Stars; which are Plants, Stones and Metals, to communicate to us Life and Health, Ibid.
Thirdly, Becauſe like Heaven it moveth all things from power to act. Therefore Heaven or our Mercury is the Cauſe and Principle moving G (C) (Metals) from power to act: And in this point knows the underſtanding of an Artiſt, that D (our Heaven) hath action upon C, and (C) ruling and governing, and reducing it into action; as Heaven brings that which is in Elemental things, by its own motion into action, &c. For we call it Heaven, by reaſon of its motion; becauſe as the upper Heaven moves the univerſal Form, and firſt Maſter, and Ele­ments, and Senſes, to compound Elemented Individuals; ſo [Page] D moves C, and (C) and the four Elements to M, (the Sul­phur of Nature, or Philoſophers Mercury) or to Q (the Tincture) Diſtinct. 3. de quarto principio Libri Eſſentioe.
4. Becauſe like Heaven, it is incorruptible. Aqua vitoe is the Soul and Life of Bodies, by which our Stone is vivified; there­fore we call it Heaven, and Quinteſſence, and incombuſtible Oyl, and by its infinite other Names, becauſe it is incorrupti­ble almoſt, as Heaven, in the continual circulation of its moti­on, pag. 145. Elucid. Teſtam.
5. Becauſe it is of the colour and clarity of Heaven. Heaven or our Mercury is the fourth Principle in this Art, and is ſignified by D, of an azure colour and line, and is ſignified by that colour, be­cauſe it is celeſtial, and of a celeſtial Nature, as we ſaid before in the deſcription of it, Diſt. 3. Lib. Eſſentioe,
This Eſſence Johannes de Rupeſciſſa calls Humane Heaven, for the following Reaſons:
We ought to ſeek that thing which is to the four Qualities of which our Body is compounded, as is Heaven in reſpect of the four Elements: Now the Philoſophers called Heaven Quinteſ­ſence in reſpect of the four Elements, becauſe Heaven is in it ſelf incorruptible and immutable, and not receiving ſtrange im­preſſions, but by the command of God; ſo alſo, the thing which we ſeek, is in reſpect of the four Qualities of our Body, a Quinteſſence, in it ſelf incorruptible ſo made, not hot dry with Fire, nor moiſt cold with Water, nor hot moiſt with Ayr, nor cold dry with Earth; but is it a Quinteſſence able to work Contraries, as the incorruptible Heaven; which, when it is neceſſary, infuſeth a moiſt Quality, ſometimes a hot, ſometimes a cold, ſometimes a dry: Such a Radix of Life is the Quinteſ­ſence, which the moſt High created in Nature, with power to ſupply the neceſſity of the Body to the utmoſt term which God hath appointed to our Life: And I ſaid that the moſt High created the Quinteſſence, which is by the Art of man extracted from the Body of Nature, created by God: And I will name it by its three Names attributed to it by the Philo­ſophers: It is called Aqua ardens, Anima, or Spiritus Vini, and Aqua Vitoe. And when you have a mind to conceal it, call [Page] it Quinteſſence; becauſe this is its Nature, and this is its Name, the greateſt Philoſophers have been willing to diſcloſe to no man, but cauſed the Truth to be buried with them: And that it is not moiſt as the Element of Water, is demonſtrated, be­cauſe it burns; which is a thing repugnant to Elementary Wa­ter. That it is not hot and moiſt as Ayr, is declared, becauſe dry Ayr may be corrupted with every thing, as appears in the generation of Spiders; but that remains always uncorrupt if it be kept from expiring. That it is not dry and cold as Earth, is expreſly manifeſt, becauſe it is exceeding ſharp, and heats extreamly: And that it is not hot and dry as Fire, is apparent to the Eye, becauſe it infrigidates hot things, and waſtes and eradicates hot Diſeaſes. That it conduceth to incorruptibility, and preſerves from corruptibility, I will demonſtrate by an Ex­periment; for if any Bird whatſoever, or piece of Fleſh, or Fiſh be put into it, it will not be corrupted ſo long as it ſhall continue therein; how much more will it therefore keep the animated and living Fleſh of our Body from all corruption? This Quinteſſence is the humane Heaven, which the moſt High created for the preſervation of the four Qualities of mans Bo­dy as Heaven, for the preſervation of the whole Univerſe. And know of a certain, that the modern Philoſophers and Phy­ſicians are altogether ignorant of this Quinteſſence, and of the truth and virtue thereof: But by the help of God I will here­after declare to you the Magiſtery of it. And hitherto I have taught you a Secret, the Quinteſſence, that is, the humane Heaven, Cap. 2. Lib. Eſſentioe.
9. Laſtly, That many Receipts more obſcure, and otherwiſe intel­ligible by no man, are by theſe illuſtrated.


The Second KIND. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and the hotteſt Vegetables, Herbs, Flowers, Roots, &c. being Oyly.
[Page]
5. The. Anima Metallica, or Lunaria Coelica of Lully; Deſcribed in Compoſit. Animae Tranſmut. pag. 193. Vol. 3. Theat. Chym.
FIrſt you muſt know, that the Matter of our Stone, or of all the Stones of the Philoſophers, together with Precious Stones, which are generated or compounded by Art, is this Metallick Soul, and our Menſtruum rectify'd and acuated, or the Lunaria Coelica, which among the Philoſophers is called Vegetable Mercury, produced from Wine red or white, as is clearly manifeſt, being revealed to us by God, in our Figura Individuorum, Diſtinct. 3. Libri Quint. Eſſent. &c.
But firſt, it is expedient to draw our Menſtruum by Art from Death, that is, the Impurities and Phlegm of Wine, by the Office of an Alembick, and to acuate it in diſtillation with per­tinent Vegetables; ſuch as are Apium ſylveſtre, Squilla, Sola­trum, Carduus, Oliandrum, Piper nigrum, Euphorbium, Viticella or Flammula, and Pyrethrum, an equal quantity of all, and pul­verized. Then the Menſtruum muſt be circulated continually for the ſpace of ten days in hot Dung, or Balneo Marioe.
[Page]
Annotations.
THE Ʋnctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine attracts none but the Ʋnctious natural Eſſences of Vegetables, as we ſhall obſerve below in the Book of Medecines. Eſſences being thus ex­tracted, as alſo all other Oyly things, crude or expreſſed, and all di­ſtilled of both Kingdoms, Animal and Vegetable, this Spirit of Wine doth by ſimple digeſtion divide into two diſtinct parts, two Oyls or Fats, whereof one is the Eſſence of the thing, the other the Body: The Eſſence ſo made we named the Second Spirit of Wine. Both Eſſences, this by Diviſion, and that by Extraction prepared, are by longer digeſtion made one with the aforeſaid Spirit of Wine. For thoſe things which are of one and the ſame purity, and of a ſymbolical Nature, are eaſily mix'd together, and that inſeparably, and ſo an Eſſence made by an Eſſence, is joyned to that Eſſence. And if we protract Digeſtion further, one of the Fats, namely, the Body leſs Oyly, and therefore left hitherto, is at length received alſo into a ſymbolical Nature, by reaſon of which mixtion, not only is the Spirit multiplied, but alſo made fitter for the Diſſolutions of dry things, becauſe the Particles of this Body leſs Oyly incline to dryneſs; concerning which way we treat in this Receipt, in the Preſcription of which, the Oyl drawn out of Oyly Vegetables, is by diſtillation together with the Spirit of Philoſophical VVine, circulated into a Magiſtery (or double Eſſence, Natural and Artificial; of which, lower in its place) by which the Spirit of Wine is multiplied, and made more homogeneous to dry Bodies. There is the ſame Men­ſtruum, but a little otherwiſe deſcribed in his Natural Magick. pag. 358. thus; Take Nigrum nigrius Nigro, and diſtil ten or eight parts of the ſame in a Glaſs-Veſſel, and in the firſt diſtillation you muſt receive only one half; this again diſtil, and hereof take a fourth part; and the third diſtillation you muſt take in a manner all, and ſo diſtil that part eight or nine times, and it will be perfect, but not rectified under one and twenty Diſtil­lations. Take of this VVater a quarter of a pound, and acu­ate the ſame by diſtilling it with the Vegetables, which are A­pium Sylveſtre; and ſo of the reſt, of which was ſpoken above in Anima Tranſmutationis, in the Chapter which begins, Firſt you muſt know, &c. And then put it into a Veſſel of Circulation in [Page] hot dung, or in the remains of a Wine-preſs with the preſerva­tion of the Species. Which water is alſo one of the things without which nothing can be effected in the Magiſtery of this Art.
That Menſtruum which ought to be drawn from the Death of Wine by the Office of an Alembick, acuated with the ſaid Vegeta­bles, and at length circulated, is the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, which is by theſe degrees ſo exalted, as to be by Lully deſervedly called the Matter of all the Stones of the Philoſophers, and vertuous Stones (that is, Precious Stones) Anima Metallica, and Lunaria Coelica, which alſo is called Vegetable Mercury, deduced from Wine red or white.
The Matter of which this Menſtruum is made, is called Wine in the former Receipt: the Menſtruum muſt be extracted from the Death of Wine: But in the latter it is called Nigrum nigrius Nigro. To theſe two Lully adds a third ſynonimous, pag. 1. Teſt. noviſſimi. Take red Wine, which we call the Liquor of Luna­ria and Nigrum nigrius Nigro. By which ſynonimous Terms none but a Fool can underſtand Common Wine; for the common Spirit herefrom diſtilled, is altogether inſufficient to perform ſuch and ſo great things; yea, all the Arcanums of the more ſecret Chymy, which we are ſolicitous to deſcribe, would be proſtituted to all men, were this one only Word literally underſtood: by Wine therefore is meant a Philoſophical Secret hidden from all the unexpert.
It is expedient to draw from the Death of Wine, by the Of­fice of an Alembick, that is, we muſt rectifie ſo often till it be­come moſt pure, without the Foeces and Phlegm of Wine, which is by Lully called the Death of the Spirit. It is (ſaith he) purged from all its Superfluity, and Phlegmatick corruptible matter, which is its Death, and which mortifies its Spirit, which hath the power of vivifying its Earth; let therefore the corruptible Phlegm be purged and ſeparated from it by a ſubtil method, which I will tell you: For what reaſon? becauſe if it be not well purged, its Earth will never become white, nor will Ma­trimony be made between the Body and Spirit; and ſo that Spirit is call'd the Spirit of the Stone in Apertorio.
The Method of Rectification omitted in the former Receipt, is deſcribed in the latter, as alſo in Epiſtola accurtatoria: This Rectification of Philoſophical Wine Sendivogius underſtood not, as [Page]appears by the Sixth of his Epiſtles, Brux. 25. Martii 1646. Where thus: The ſecond Article (my Companion) of the Page­ſian work, endeavours to repeat the myſterious way of ex­tracting and preparing Mercury, more than needed, the Autho­rity of Lully being miſunderſtood, and the Precepts of other Philoſophers ill applied, he commanding the tenth part of his Ma­gneſia firſt aſcending by diſtillation to be ſaved, as the only uſeful, and truly Mercurial ſubſtance; but the other nine parts proceed­ing by continuance of diſtillation, to be caſt away as of no uſe, to this end, that the ſaid tenth part reſerved, might at length be reſtored to the Earth remaining after compleat diſtillation, (which Earth is fooliſhly ſuppoſed to be the Salt and Sulphur of Mercury) and by repeated cohobations, inhumations, digeſti­ons and ſublimations deſcribed by him, united; but it is a grie­vous Error, for that which Authors declare concerning the tenth part containing the Spirit, and of inhumations in its own Earth, is otherwiſe referred than to the extraction and preparation of Mercury, as ſhall be elſewhere in time demon­ſtrated; nor for the ſaid extraction and preparation of Mercury is there any Rule to be uſed beſides the bare diſtilling of Mag­neſia, whereby the Spirit and Oyl are together elevated to a Siccity even of the Foeces, and ſeparation of the Spirit from the Oyl, and rectification of the ſame Spirit oftentimes repeat­ed: But theſe things we will in their proper place more amply treat of in the Method of operating.
Pariſinus, a Diſciple of Lully, will correct Sendivogius, who learnt of Lully to rectifie his Spirit of Philoſophical Wine after this manner.
Take A (Chaos, our Vegetable Mercury, in which the four E­lements are found confuſed, pag. 271. Vol. ſext. Theat. Chym.) and put it in a Veſſel to be diſtilled through Y (Balneo, pag. 276.) and in this temperate diſtillation gather its B. (Celeſtial ardent Spirit, pag. 269.) continue that diſtillation this way and me­thod till you attain to the Signs declared in our Apertorial, and till you know that the ſaid B. is diſſolved and ſeparated from its Elemental Nature, continuing this Magiſtery even to the fourth Revolution: Then put this Celeſtial fiery Matter into a pure Veſſel, and diſtil ſlowly with ordinary fire, and take only a tenth part; in the ſecond diſtillation take half, and in the [Page] third, two parts of three; and in the fourth, take four parts of five, and more: Then take that laſt Celeſtial Water, and diſtil it three or four times by the Rule aboveſaid, taking the whole without any ſeparation appointed. This obſerve, and admire the neceſſity of this Myſtery and Foundation, and you will underſtand the reaſon why dull and ignorant men make the worſt Bread with the fineſt and pureſt Flower, becauſe they mix the courſe part with the fine: The ſame thing happens to preſumptuous Artiſts, who perſwade themſelves that they are able to find out the beauty of our Quinteſſence with the ex­uberated Spirit negligently purified, without an exact ſepara­tion of the pure from the impure. in Elucid. pag. 230. Vol. 6. Theatri Chym.
Which way notwithſtanding of rectification ſo exactly to obſerve, there ſeems to me to be no neceſſity; rectification of the Spirit being good enough, which way ſoever done, either with fewer or more co­hobations, provided it be ſeparated from the impurities of the Wine, which you will know (ſaith Lully) when it burns a piece of Linnen by reaſon of its vehement heat, that is, as elſewhere more clearly, till a Linnen Cloth moiſtned with this Spirit, and kindled, be wholly conſumed. This rectified Spirit is in diſtilling, ſharpned with the oyly Vegetables nominated in the Receipt, the Oyls of which, being neareſt to it, it eaſily carrieth with it, and is im­pregnated with the ſame, and acuated by the aridity contained in them: Yet are we not obliged to uſe theſe Vegetables only, and no other, or is it neceſſary to mix all of them together, as if one or two would not ſuffice. The Oyl of any Vegetable, or drawn out of a Vegetable with the help of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or already made, and added to the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, will here ſatisfie us. I will give one form or other in confirmation of this kind of Menſtruums; of which ſort is,

6. The Aqua Vitae of Paracelſus, Pag. 508. Tom. 1.
[Page]
TAke of the Alcool of Wine exſiccated three pounds, of the Flowers of Roſemary, Macis, Lavender, of each half an ounce; of Cubebs, Cloves, Cinamon, of each two ounces; of Maſtick, half an ounce; of both ſorts of Storax, half a dram of each; of Doronicum, three ounces; and coho­bate ſeven times.
The following Ʋſe beſides the Alcool of Wine exſiccated, teſti­fies, that this Water is made with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine. Take of the Leaves of Gold, Num. 20. of Pearls not perforated, Granats, Rubies, of each half a drachm; digeſt for a Month: Then take of this Oyl three or four grains with Malago wine, or the water of Majoram or Sage. This Men­ſtruum is Vinum Eſſatum or Eſſentificatum, or Spi [...]it of Philoſo­phical Wine impregnated with the Eſſences of the Oyly Ingredients, with which Paracelſus diſſolves Gold and Precious Stones into a moſt noble Oyl or Elixir, which he ſays is a Secret againſt the ſu­perfluity of Womens Menſtruums. The Deſcription of this Water being clear, requires no other Light: I will therefore propoſe ano­ther Receipt more obſcure.

7. Another Aqua Vitae of Paracelſus, Pag. 115. Chyr. Min.
TAke of the waters of Meliſſa, Roſes, Cheirus, Sage, Balſamus, of each one pound: of all the Peppers, Cu­bebs, Ginger, Cinamon, Maſtick, red Myrrh, Mace, Cloves, of each two ounces; of the Juyce of Honey, half a pound; of rectifi'd Aqua Vitae, ſive pound: Let them be all digeſted together for the ſpace of nine days, and after that ſeparated, and diſtilled in a Pelican into a Spirit. Then to this Liquor add an Apple roaſted and broken, and let them be digeſted together with the following Spices upon Aſhes for three days; of which take five grains every day. The Spices are theſe; [Page] Take of Cinamon, Cloves, Mace, of each two ounces; of Cheirus, Anthos, of each half an ounce; of Amber, two drachms; of Musk, five grains; of Zibeth, half a drachm; of Ginger, Cubebs, Nutmegs, of each one ounce and half; of Amomus, two drachms; of Zedoary, two ounces and half; of Grains of Paradiſe, one ounce and half. After Digeſtion of them all, ſeparate, and keep the Matter in Glaſs Veſſels very cloſe ſtopp'd.
From the Doſe it ſelf of this Preſcription, it is manifeſt that the operation is meerly Philoſophical; for if by Aqua vitae he would have underſtood the Common Spirit of Wine, it would be altoge­ther ridiculous to give only five grains for a Doſe. We meet with many more Menſtruums of this kind, which little differing from the priſtine Nature of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, were leſs obſerved by ſome Adepts; wherefore Chriſtophorus Pariſinus, a Noble Sicilian, doth not very much commend this acuation of the Spi­rit of Philoſophical Wine. Some (ſaith he) have made (the aforeſaid Spirit) acute with Vitriol, which way is very good; ſome with Nitre; ſome with Cinnabar; ſome with theſe two, ſome with all three; ſome with their Earth, which way diſ­pleaſeth me, becauſe a thick Unctuoſity and ponderoſity was hereby introduced; ſome uſe Vegetables, as Herbs, Roots, Flowers, and Seeds known to you, which have ſtrong (Vege­table) Mercuries in them; wherefore they that handled it af­ter this manner, augmented rather its Vegetable Form (Ʋnctuo­ſity) than that they made it more ſoluble. Pariſinus in Eluci­dario, pag. 231. Vol. 6. Theat. Chym. For this reaſon, Ripley fol­lowing the ſame Maſter as Pariſinus, believed theſe things to be covered with a Mantle of Philoſophy; for ſo he writes in his Me­dulla Philoſophioe. Raymund ſaith, it ought to be drawn out from the Death and Faeces of Wine for the ſpace of one hun­dred and twenty days, by continual rotation, in a Balneo of of the hotteſt Dung, and that it muſt be acuated with hot Ve­getable things, as Piper nigrum, Euphorbium, Pyrethrum, Ana­cardus, Squilla, Solatrum, Apium Sylveſtre, and ſuch like; for without the virtue of theſe things, as he ſaith, it is not ſuffici­ent to diſſolve Metals, except in a long time; but that nothing of doubt or ambiguity may appear, I ſay, that all theſe things are covered and ſhrowded with a Philoſophical Mantle: For [Page] his meaning is, that in this Spirit may be had another reſoluble Menſtruum, becauſe without ſuch a reſolutive Menſtruum Solution can never be made: And that reſoluble Menſtruum is generated only from the Metallick kind, and is by our reſolutive Menſtru­um produced into act, Ripley, pag. 168. Medul. Philoſ. Ripley did by the reſoluble Menſtruum produced into act by the Menſtru­um reſolutive (that is, the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) mean a certain Mercurial Water; of the Preparation of which lower: where likewiſe it will appear that by the aforeſaid Vegetables Ripley thought Lully intended running Mercury; yet nevertheleſs his following Menſtruum proves, that theſe Vegetables have been ſome­times alſo taken by him literally.

8. The Aqua Vitae of Ripley. Pag. 338. Viatici.
THE Menſtruum being diſtilled from the firſt Faeces, circulate it with the hotteſt Species, ſuch as are, Black Pepper, Euphorbium, Pyrethrum, Anacardus, Grains of Paradiſe, and the like, for the ſpace of 100 days in Balneo; and after that, diſtil only half of it, and make your putrefaction with it, &c.
It is here manifeſt that Ripley took theſe Vegetables, Not Ar­gent vive, becauſe, Circulation being finiſhed, he diſtilled only one half of the Spirit, as the moſt ſubtil part of the Vegetables; in which caſe that Metal (Mercury) though diſſolved, would remain in the bottom. But whereas Lully acuates the Spirit by diſtil­ling, and then circulates; Ripley does this by circulating, and after that diſtils. To this Aqua Vitae he ſometimes adds Oyls, or Eſſences either of Metals or Vegetables, as followeth;

9. The Compounded Aqua Vitae of Ripley, Pag. 343. Viatici.
CIrculate the ſtrongeſt red. Wine with known Vegetables, for the ſpace of 120 days, with continual Rotation in Balneo, and then draw only the pureſt Spirit by diſtillation; to which put the Oyl of the pureſt Luna, made without a [Page] Corroſive; and let them be circulated together 100 days more, and then is the Water of the nature of the Baſilisk, becauſe as a Baſilisk kills a man at an inſtant by the Aſpect alone, ſo this Wa­ter being put upon Argent vive does without any other Fire, ſuddenly in a manner congeal it into the pureſt Silver: And note, if the Fire (Oyl or Eſſence) of Celandine be put in, or the Fire of the Flowers of Thyme, after the firſt Circula­tion, and they circulated together without the Oyl of Luna, the Argent vive will be much better congealed, &c. But that which begets the greater ſcruple, is the Paraphraſe of Lully himſelf upon this place. We, ſaith he, would not have you ig­norant of that you may extract our Argent vive (Veget.) from its Myne another way: The way (my Son) is to take the Herb which is called Portulaca marina, Apium, Squilla, &c. diſtil the Faeces which remain calcine, draw off the Salt with the diſtilled water, and abſtract the water from it, purifie the Salt by often diſſolving and coagulating, and you will have the Salt of the acuating Vegetable Herbs: Theſe (ſaith he) I meant, when I ſaid, acuate with acuating Vegetables, that is, the Salts, not the ſimple Herbs: Wherefore you might ſay, it follows, that this Receipt of the Metallick Soul hath not at all been deſcribed, ſo as to be underſtood according to the Literal Senſe; but I have my Anſwer ready, namely, that Lully acuated the Spirit of Wine with crude Vegetables alſo, it is eaſily proved by the third Diſtinction of his Book of Eſſence, in Figura individuorum, al­ledged by him, where he rehearſeth the neareſt Individuals, acua­ting the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, as are red Wine, new Honey, Celandine, Flowers of Roſemary, Herb Mercury, red Lilly, Tartar, Mans Blood, and white Wine. Why he choſe theſe, not others, and theſe only, it is not my buſineſs to anſwer: that which we learn from thence, is, that he commended two of thoſe Individuals to us before the reſt, Tartar and Honey, of which thus. There are ſome Individuals, in which Mercury (Vegeta­ble) hath a free Act in ſome reſpect, in Tartar it hath one free operation only, and in Honey two, and this an Artiſt ought to know, that he may be certified in this Art, and the firſt Truth thereof. He prefers Tartar, not for the ſake of the Tar­tar, but the Alkali made from thence, and that he reſolves as the beſt of Alkalies per deliquium, and circulates it being purified [Page]with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, according to the Doctrine preſcribed in prima Tabula individuorum, in the ſecond Expe­riment, and in other places. The Alkali of Tartar may be ſup­plied with the Alkalies of Honey, Celandine, and the reſt of the Individuals named by Lully, with which the Adepts did alſo ſome­times acuate their Spirit of Wine, as ſhall be declared below in tht Fifth Kind of Menſtruums: But theſe things make alſo againſt the Literal ſenſe of our Receipt, and do prove that the Salts of the Ve­getables, not the crude Vegetables themſelves were taken in the Receipt. But though he made choice of Tartar, becauſe of the ſtrongeſt Alkali to be from thence prepared, yet did he not for the ſame reaſon intimate, that Celandine, the Flowers of Roſemary, Herb Mercury, red Lilly, and mans Blood were better than the reſt, becauſe with theſe he proceeds another way; for he ſeparates the E­lements from them with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, from which he takes only the Fire or Oyl, which he circulates with the Spirit, and ſo acuates it, as is clearly enough evident in ſecunda Tabula Individuorum.
But becauſe Honey ſurpaſſeth not only its own collateral Indivi­duals, but alſo the Tartar it ſelf (for he ſaith that the Spirit of Wine in Tartar hath one, but in Honey two free Operations) and therefore attributes his peculiar proceſs to Honey, namely, by di­ſtilling the whole Comb, the Honey together with the Wax, with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine through an Alembick. Now be­tween both proceſſes of Honey, and the reſt of the Individuals our Receipt keeps a middle ſtation. If Honey be volatilized as to the whole ſubſtance, it becomes thereby a Magiſtery, which being joyn'd to the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, yields us a Menſtruum of the Third kind. But the Fires or Oyls of Celandine, of the Flow­ers of Roſemary, common white and red Wine, &c. are by ſepara­tion of the Elements made with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, Eſſences, which being added to the ſaid Spirit of Wine, do not al­ter, but multiply it rather, becauſe an Eſſence is added to an Eſ­ſence, that is, the ſecond to the firſt Spirit of Philoſophical Wine. But if Celandine, the Flowers of Roſemary, as alſo the Vegetables of our Receipt be diſtilled with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, it does extract and elevate all their Ʋnctuoſity with it ſelf, reject­ing the aridity of them, being more ſimple, ſubtil, volatile, and leſs loaded with dry Particles, than the Ʋnctuoſity of crude Honey;[Page]and ſo by being circulated with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine; it is made indeed a Magiſtery, yet more inclining to the nature of an Eſſence, and therefore leſs dry, and leſs altering the Spirit of Wine, than that of Honey, and ſo being now deſervedly united with the aforeſaid Spirit, it makes a Menſtruum different from the Men­ſtruums of the Third Kind. So the Literal Senſe of our Receipt does hitherto ſtand unmoved. But not to derogate from the Au­thority of the Author, and his own Commentator Lully, it is ne­ceſſary to ſuppoſe, that, the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine being diſtilled upon the aforeſaid Vegetables, he did ſometimes out of the remainder prepare an Alkali by calcination, and acuate his Spirit with it, and ſo make a Menſtruum of the Fifth Kind.
From theſe and the like Receipts, we obſerve,
1. That Wine, Lunaria, Nigrum nigrius Nigro, the Matter of the Menſtruum of Vegetable Mercury or Soul of Metals, is not Common, but Philoſophical Wine; nor that the Spirit of this Wine is the Common, but Philoſophical Aqua ardens.
2. That a Menſtruum of this kind is the unctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine acuated, that is, tempered with the common Ʋnctuoſity of Vegetable Oyls. Mix, digeſt, and diſtil any common diſtilled Oyl with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and you will obtain a Menſtruum of the Second Kind much ſooner; yea, you will make the ſame in a moment, if you mix the Eſſence (Spirit) of Philoſophical VVine with the Magiſtery of an oyly Vegetable.
3. That one oyly Vegetable (Saffron or Macis) of ſo many, is ſufficient for the acuation of the Spirit of Philoſophical VVine; nor yet will you err, if you take Triacle; which Spirit of Triacle, made with this Spirit of Wine, will be a Menſtruum of this kind.
4. That theſe Menſtruums are Medecines.
5. That theſe Menſtruums made out of meer Vegetables, are pro­perly called Vegetable Menſtruums, tho' ſome which we call Vegeta­ble Menſtruums compounded, are by reaſon of the addition of Me­tals or Minerals, ſometimes by the Adepts called Mineral Men­ſtruums: ſo Lully in the 34th. Experiment, calls his Circulatum majus made of Gold and Silver, the true Mineral Menſtruum. But we diſtinguiſh them from the Mineral Menſtruums, becauſe [Page]they are corroſive, being prepared with the acidity of Mi [...]eral Salts. But theſe are moſt ſweet, without any Corroſive, and do kindly diſ­ſolve things that are to be diſſolved.
6. That a Menſtruum is call'd the Soul of Metals. Soul is di­verſly taken among the Adepts.
Firſt, For perfect Metal, Gold or Silver. So Arnold in Flore Florum: Philoſophers call the Soul a Ferment, becauſe as the Body of man can do nothing without its Ferment or Soul, ſo is it in the thing propounded; for Ferment is a Subſtance which converts other things into its own Nature. And you muſt know, there is no Ferment, except Sol and Luna, that is, Gold and Silver appropriated to thoſe Planets, &c. Ferment therefore muſt be introduced into the Body, becauſe it is the Soul thereof. This is that which Morienus ſaid, except you cleanſe the unclean Body, and make it white, and infuſe a Soul into it, you conduce nothing to this Magiſtery.
Secondly, For Metals, and other things, volatilized with a Phi­loſophical Menſtruum. So Lully calls Gold and Silver volati­lized in the preparation of his Circulatum majus, Menſtruum, or animated Spirit. Take, ſaith he, the animated Spirit of Sol, and the animated Spirit of Luna, joyn them together, &c. So the Tinctures of Gold and Silver volatilized by a Menſtruum, as alſo of imperfect Metals, are by him called Souls. So in the 20th. Experiment he hath the Animal Water of Saturn; in the 21th. Experiment, the Soul of Mars. Yea ſeparating the Elements from all things, he calls the tinged diſtilled Liquors Souls or animated Spirits, becauſe by them is the dead, dry and fixed Earth again revivified, volatilized, and reduced into a Sal harmoniack. See the Revivification of the Salt of Tartar by its own Water, in the Volatization of it given in the Second Experiment.
Thirdly, For Menſtruums themſelves. For Menſtruums are the Souls of Metals, by which the Metals, otherwiſe dead, are ani­mated and revivified: ſo Lully of this our Menſtruum, the Soul of Metals, pag. 195. Comp. Anim. Tranſm. Otherwiſe, ſaith he, Metals cannot be diſſolved, unleſs they be animated with a Vegetable Menſtruum, by the power of which, Reſolution is made in things reſoluble. And in Elucid. Teſtam. pag. 145. Aqua vitoe is the Soul and Life of Bodies, by which our Stone is vivified. So alſo Ripley in Libro Mercurii, pag. 108. ſaith, The Sperm of [Page] Metals is alſo called Metallick Aqua Vitoe, becauſe it adminiſtreth life and health to Metals, being ſick, dead, &c.
Fourthly, For the Ʋnctuoſity as well of the Metal as Menſtruum. Of both ſaith Ripley, pag. 150. Medulloe Phil. There is ſome cer­tain Similitude of the Trinity to be perceived in the Body, Soul and Spirit (of our Work.) The Body is the ſubſtance of the Stone; the Spirit is the Virtue (that is, the Quinteſſence, which excites Natures from Death) and the Soul is to be taken for the Ferment, which cannot be had but out of the moſt per­fect Body (Gold) in Sulphur (of Gold;) there is a Terreſtreity for the Body, and in Mercury (Menſtruum) an aereal ſerenity for the Spirit; and in both a natural Unctuoſity for the Soul: For they are all fermentable in the Unctuoſity of the Body, be­ing mix'd and inſeparably united with it throughout its moſt minute parts, by which Soul is the Stone formed, becauſe no­thing can be any way formed without it.
7. That this Menſtruum, is called Vegetable Mercury, produced from red or white Wine. The Adepts have many Mercuries.
The Firſt is, Common Argent vive, running or ſublimed.
The Second is, The running Mercury of Bodies, extracted out of Metals by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine.
A Third is, Any Salt Alkali, eſpecially fixed with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine.
Lully calcines Celandine, and from thence extracts a Salt; of which thus; Repeat this Magiſtery ſo often, till you have ex­tracted all the Salt, which is the Mercurial Part of that Indivi­dual (Celandine.) Theſe things therefore being done, take all theſe Diſſolutions (Lixivia's) and tranſmit them through a Fil­ter, or Linnen-Cloth, that they may be purged from Terre­ſtreity; then diſtilled by Balneo congeal, and the moiſture be­ing gone over, in the bottom of the Veſſel will remain a Mer­cury or Salt, of a white colour; and by this means you will have extracted out of this Matter a Mercury, which hath almoſt innumerable Virtues of acuating the Vegetable Spirit, drawn from (Philoſophical) Wine, ſo as to have the power of diſſol­ving all Metals with the conſervation of the Vegetative and Germinative Form.
In Magia Naturali, He calls Tartar calcined, and impregnated with the Vegetable Menſtruum, by being four times diſtilled, then [Page]reſolved per Deliquium, and coagulated by the Name of Mercury. And ſaith he, pag. 379, you wil have the Salt of Art, or Te­ſtamentary Mercury, without which is nothing done. Some­times the Salt, or Caput Mortuum, in the ſeparation of the Ele­ments, called exanimated Earth, he calls Mercury. So in Exp. 6. The inanimated Earth of Ʋrine, diſſolved in Water, filtred and co­agulated, he calls Mercury: Then, ſaith he, Keep our fixed Sal ar­moniack, our animal Sulphur, our fixed animal Mercury. Lay a little of which, upon a Fire-hot-plate, and if it melt as Wax without fume, it is a ſign you have Argent vive fixed and per­fectly depurated, wherewith you will be able to produce many Experiments. This is that Mercury, which hath afforded us moſt convenient relief.
The Fourth Mercury, is either Vegetable or Animal; of which ſaith Ripley in Pupilla, pag. 300. There are more Mercuries than the two above-ſaid (Mineral the red and green Lyon) name­ly, the Vegetable and Animal Mercury, becauſe both may be extracted out of ſome Liquors, as out of Blood and Eggs. Lully Diſtinct. 3. Libri Eſſentioe in Figuris & Tabulis Individuorum, de­ſcribes the Vegetables and Animals, in which are found theſe Mer­curies moſt readily. There is, ſaith he, laſtly this other Secret of Nature, for the Artiſt of this Art to know, and really have the knowledge of the Individuals, in which our Mercury is found moſt eaſily. Wherefore let the Artiſts of this Art know, that our Mercury is found in every Elemented Body, yet in ſome ſo remote, as to anticipate the Life of Man, before the Artiſt of this Art can poſſeſs it, being extracted, as is expedient: Where­fore we do in that place reveal thoſe things which contain it moſt nearly. Of this Mercury, ſaith Lully, Libro Mercuriorum, pag. 8. VVhen we ſay common Mercury, we ſpeak of that which the Philoſophers underſtand; and when we ſay vulgar, we ſpeak of that which the Ruſtick underſtands, and which is ſold in Shops: Which Ripley in the 326th pag. of his Concordance, thus expreſſeth; VVhen I ſpeak of Mercury, underſtand Mercury more common than common.
The Fifth is, The Spirit of Philoſohical VVine, which Lully in Exp. 3. calls Vegetable Mercury. So, ſaith he, will you have a Vegetable Salt extracted from this Individual (Honey) which Salt is moſt precious, and hath the power of acuating the [Page] Vegetable Mercury, and diſſolving the two Luminaries, &c. in Exp. 5. Salts he prepares out of Portulaca, Apium, Squilla, &c. with all which, ſaith he, you may acuate the Vegetable Mercury ex­tracted out of VVine, either joyntly or ſeverally; of which low­er in the fifth kind of Menſtruums.
The Sixth is, The Philoſophical Menſtruum it ſelf; for our pre­ſent Menſtruum is called Vegetable Mercury, produced from white or red Wine.
The Seventh is, The animated Spirit or Air of every Body, in the ſeparation of the Elements, which Mercury being a Fire or Oyl, is called Sulphur in almoſt all Receipts.
The Eighth is, Sal armoniack Vegetable, Animal or Mineral, the Sulphur of Nature, which is alſo called our Mercury, Mercury Sub­limate, and Philoſophers Mercury. Neceſſary it is we ſhould obſerve theſe things in the following Deſcriptions of Menſtruums, except we would ſome times confound the things themſelves with the Names.


The Third KIND. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and Oyly, Salts, or (ſuch as can neither be called fixed nor volatile) hitherto called Eſſential Salts, ſuch as are Sugar, Honey, Tartar of Common Wine, and other Vegetables.
[Page]
10. The Mellifluous Heaven of Pariſinus. In practica Elucid. p. 231. V. 6. Theat. Chym.
THe way of acuating this Celeſtial and Burning B (Spi­rit of Philoſophical Wine) is to take of the Subſtances declared to you what quantity you will: But we take the Subſtances of Flowers United (that is, the Subſtance of New Honey, pag. 269.) which we put in a Veſſel to diſtill all the Aquoſity through Y (Balneo Marioe. pag. 270.) Then we pour in three parts and more of B upon that Subſtance prepared af­ter this manner; ſhutting the Veſſel with its Cover, called Ante­notorium, and put it in Putrefaction for the ſpace of one Natural Day; then with three Diſtillations by Z. (Fire of Aſhes, pag. 270.) we diſtill till we obtain all the Mercurial Part with the whole Juice of the Bleſſed Subſtance by that Method, then re­peat the aforeſaid Magiſtery with New Subſtance of Flow­ers, and making this Regiment four times, at the end of which, you have reduced B ſolutive from Power into Act by Virtue of the Manna of the Flowers United.
Now take a ſtrong Glaſs Veſſel, able to hold as much Water, [Page] as a common Pitcher, with a Neck one ſpan and a half long, to which another Glaſs Veſſel, containing a fourth part only of the Pitcher, muſt be joyned, and well luted: Into this Veſſel put four Pounds of C (the ſaid Menſtruum made of Honey) to Circu­late in Balneo, or Horſe Dung, the ſpace of thirty or forty Days, at the expiration of which time, you will have C converted in­to D (into the Quinteſſence in its Perfection, drawn from excellent Wine, which is the Form of the Ʋniverſal Body reduced into B, and B into C, and then Circulation to be made. This Quinteſſence is Vegetable, becauſe, all the reſt of the ſharp Waters deſtroying Me­tals, this alone doth by its Virtue vegetate, augment and multiply them. Wherefore this Water is the Myſtery of Art, becauſe it is Burning, Calcines, and diſſolves Bodies, if it be perfectly rectified, pag. 269.) But the Sign of knowing, whether this Converſion be made, will be a ſediment in the bottom of the Veſſel, like that, which appears in the Urine of a ſound Man. When the Glorious Body draws nigh, after thirty Days in the end of Per­fection, then will you ſee D, or the Quinteſſence in greater cla­rity and ſplendor than any Diamond. The clarity whereof ſurpaſſes all Precious Things, ſo as that it is difficult to judge, whether that Divine Liquor be in or out of the Veſſel: Then you muſt ſeparate our Heaven from its Sediment or Hypoſtaſis with Induſtry, keeping it in a Veſſel well luted in a cold place, that nothing may from thence expire. This Quinteſſence is by the Philoſophers called Spiritus Vivus, becauſe it gives Life to humane Bodies, and Metalls, as alſo Aqua Argenti vivi, Aqua Vi­toe, Aqua Coeleſtis, Aqua Divina, Stella Dianoe, Anima, Spiritus Mercurii noſtri Vegetabilis, Fumus, Ventus, Coelum Noſtrum. To conclude, infinite Names have been given it, which notwith­ſtanding ſignifies one and the ſame thing.
[Page]
Annotations.
THe antecedent acuition of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine with Oyly Vegetables, did not ſo well pleaſe Chriſtopher Pariſinus, and therefore inſtead thereof he ſubſtituted this, which he found better than the other. The great Myſtery and Treaſure (ſaith he) which we teach you in this Chapter, is, how you ought to make B (the Coeleſtial and Ardent Spirit) acute, which we ſigni­fie by C, wherefore give Ear, for I know not how I ought to propound this Doctrine, leſt this Secret ſhould be proſtituted to all Men: For all the Philoſophers that ever have been, have ab­ſconded this Secret under divers Figures, becauſe without all doubt this is the thing, which is the Principal, or one of the Principal Keys of this admirable Science. This I would have you certainly believe, that B hath no ſolutive Nature actually, but only potentially; for if B were not acuated by the way and means manifeſted to you, it would have no power of Diſſolving: Some made it acute with Vitriol, which way is good enough: Some with Niter: Some with Cinnabar: Some with theſe two, and ſome with all three: Some with their Earth, which way diſpleaſeth me, becauſe this way thick Unctuoſity and Pondero­ſity was introduced: Some have uſed Vegetables, as Herbs, Roots, Flowers, and Seeds known to you, which have powerful Mercuries in them; for this Reaſon it is, That they which handled it this way, augmented rather its Vegetable Form, than made it ſolutive: Some uſed Flowers United for acuition, which is the Principal Way, and of our Intention, which is found in the Alphabetum apertoriale: Some not knowing the true way of acuating this B, ſpent much time in preparing divers Waters, before they could put any Body into B, as happened to us in the beginning, ſeeking that Practice, which is now manifeſted to you by the Practice of our Summetta, which though it hath ſucceeded well, yet with very great Labour. The Myſtery of this diſſolutive part is difficult, and tedious, and therefore I will undertake the Repetition of it; for having made B acute by this Method, which we now manifeſt concerning the ſolution of Bodies, to be perfected without trouble in a little time, you will be certain. But I confeſs, when I was with you at that time, [Page] wherein we made the firſt beginning of diſſolving, we did not underſtand Raymund Lully in this diſſolutive part; but having read him over again returning to our Studies, Practiſing, Pray­ing, and Faſting, a perfect Illumination of Mind came to us: this way therefore will I manifeſt under the Seal of Silence, pag. 231. Vol. 6. Theat. Chym.
Pariſinus doth by theſe Words make us more aſſured, that the Spi­rit of Philoſophical Wine hath no power of diſſolving any but Oyly things, becauſe it is Oyl it ſelf; but in order to diſſolve dry things alſo, it is neceſſary for it to be acuated, that is, ſo tempered, as to be made homogeneous alſo to dry things, and ſo diſſolve them, which to be a Work difficult and tedious, his own Experience proveth; out of many acuators therefore of the Adepts, he chooſeth Hony before the reſt, whoſe principal acuating faculty, he calls the great Myſtery and Treaſure of the Art. For according to Lully, the Spirit of Philo­ſophical Wine in Honey hath two free Operations, that is, this Ʋncti­ous Spirit is eaſily Ʋnited to the Ʋnctuoſity of Honey, and by the ſame means alſo eaſily tempered with the aridity of Honey. In a Word, there are other indeed, yea all the following Menſtruums ſtronger than this, but none more eaſie to be prepared, and better for a young Beginner. Lully made the ſame Menſtruum after this manner.

11. The Spirit of Honey of Lully. Cap. 19. Lib. Mercur.
TAke of Aqua Vitoe, and put into this Vegetable Humidity a third part of a Honey-Comb, with all its Subſtance, Wax, and Honey together, ferment, or digeſt it in a gentle heat for three Hours, and the longer it ſtands, the better it is: then let it be Diſtilled in Balneo, and repeat the Diſtillation and Fer­mentation nine times, renewing the Comb every ſecond Diſtilla­tion.
Pariſinus it ſeems to me learnt not only the Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine, but alſo the preparation it ſelf of this Menſtruum, from his Maſter Lully, though the preparation he corrected a little: Pariſi­nus digeſts one Pound of Honey inſpiſſated with three or four Pounds of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, for a Day in Balneo, then Di­ſtilling [Page] three times mixeth them together. The Work he repeats three times, ſo as at theſe four times to have joyned four Pounds of Honey together with ſo many Pounds of Spirit, and Circulates both each time. Lully digeſts the Hony-Comb three Hours with three parts of Spirit, and in two Diſtillations joyns both together: He re­peats the Work four times, ſo as in eight Diſtillations to have Ʋnited four parts of Honey with three of Spirit; the Menſtruum now joyn­ed together, he Diſtills once more, that in nine times or cohobations, he makes his Spirit of Honey. Pariſinus made choice of three Ingre­dients for his Medicine: The moſt High Creator created three Mines; among Minerals, one, and that is of Sol and Luna: a­mong Vegetables, the Wine; among Animals, the Bee, pag. 222. Elucid. Lully of theſe three thus, cap. 46. lib. Mercurior. Amongſt all Minerals, Vegetables, and Animals, fixed Gold is choſen for the making of Medicines; and above all the Virtues among Ve­getables and Animals, are the Virtues of the Juice, or Broth of Lunaria, and the Fly of Beſena, which makes Honey.
Pariſinus in his Alphabetum apertoriale hath indeed the ſame way of acuating the Spirit of Wine; but he in the ſame place ſuper­adding the Salt of Honey, extracted out of the Caput mortuum cal­cined to the Menſtruum, this acuition is referred not to this, but to another Kind.
But the Honey ſeems to have this ſpecial Priviledge, as if Men­ſtruums of this third Kind, could be made of it alone; yet you muſt know that all Oyly Salts, (as are Sugar Criſtallized, Manna Criſtalli­zed, crude Tartar of common Wine, &c.) do on one ſide prove their affinity with Oyly things, but on the other ſide with dry, and ſo do by that their Oleoſity, introduce their own aridity into the Oyly Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but by their aridity temper the Oleoſity of that Spirit. Wherefore the ſame things are to be underſtood of Su­gar and Manna, as have been ſpoken of Honey; one Example or two we will add of crude Tartar, being dryer then the things aforeſaid.

12. The Spirit of Crude Tartar of Guido. Pag. 51. Theſaur.
[Page]
TAke of crude Tartar two Pounds, of Spirit of Wine three Pounds, Diſtill and Cohobate ten times upon its own Caput Mortuum.
Paracelſus prepared this Spirit of Tartar after this manner:

13. The Spirit of Crude Tartar of Paracelſus. Lib. 8. Paragraph, pag. 505.
TAke crude Tartar, beat and digeſt it ſeven or eight times in the Alcool of Wine, and Diſtill it into a Liquor, in which is no Alkali.
Out of the Receipts we obſerve the things following:
1. That the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine hath in dry things no diſſolving faculty without acuition.
2. That this acuition is the Myſtery of the Art, being difficult and tedious.
3. That it is beſt made with crude Honey, white Sugar-candy, and Manna purified.
4. That ſuch Menſtruums as theſe are ſomewhat hard to be made with crude Tartar.
5. That Lully by Aqua Vitae, Pariſinus by the Celeſtial and Ardent Spirit, Guido by Spirit of Wine, and Paracelſus by the Al­cool of Wine, meant not common Aqua ardens, which if a Man try an experiment with the Spirit of common Wine, he will by his own Ex­perience find the Truth of the Matter confirmed.
6. That Menſtruums of this Kind are the Magiſtery of Honey, Manna, Sugar, crude Tartar, mix'd with Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, they are made extempore, thus: Take of the Eſſence of Philoſo­phical Wine, and the Magiſtery of Hony or Sugar, equal parts of each, mix.
7. That theſe Menſtruums are Medicaments.
[Page]8. That not only the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but alſo the Menſtruums themſelves have been Circulated, by reaſon of which Circulation the Menſtruums are called Circulatums; and though it be not always expreſly declared in Receipts, that they ſhould be Circulated, yet it ought to be underſtood in all: for this Circulation is the Purification and Melioration of the Menſtruum. By F, ſaith Pariſinus, in Alphabeto Summetta, pag. 9. mei M. S s. We mean Aqua Vitoe Circulated thirty Days at leaſt, in which Operation it is Purified from its Terreſtreity, ſo as to raiſe it ſelf to the Ce­leſtial Virtue of a Quintoſſence, which is called our Heaven, In­fluencing upon the Elements ſuch effects, as you may deſerved­ly call miraculous: We therefore Name it Quinteſſence and Aqua Vitoe, becauſe it vivi [...]es Bodies. Without this F, no alteration can be made in Bodies, which caution may ſerve you for a gene­ral Rule. It is otherwiſe called Vegetable Water, whereof we have more than often made mention in ſeveral places of our Summetta, which we ſent you, affirming the difference between F and D to be greater, than between a clear Day and a dark Night, as will appear in the Operation of it in particulars as well as generals, which Virtue proceeds notwithſtanding from our Circulation.


The fourth KIND. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and Volatile Salts, ſuch as common Sal Ar­moniack, Salt of Blood, Urine, Soot, &c.
[Page]
14. The Spirit of Sal Armoniack of Triſmoſinus. In Tract. Aquil. nig. pag. 13. Aur. Veller. Germ.
TAke of Sal Armoniack one Pound, of common Salt melted one Pound and a half, being very well pulverized and mix'd, ſublime them; the Matter ſublimed ſublime a­gain with new Salt, and that to be repeated ſo oft, till the Sal Armoniack be made like an impalpable Spirit, (Powder) then imbibe with the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine, and the Veſſel being very cloſe, ſet it in Balneo to be diſſolved; being diſſolved decant, and putrify with new Spirit of Wine added the ſpace of eight Days in Balneo, then Diſtill gently one half in Balneo, and being Diſtilled pour it again to the remainder, and Diſtill again, but with a ſtronger Fire, that all may aſcend through the Alembick: Being Diſtilled, rectifie it ſo often, till it be without Faeces.
Annotations.
HItherto of things Oyly acuating the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine: now follow thoſe things which are leſs Oyly, Volatile Salts, which though they ſeem not to be Oyly, yet that they are ſo is eaſily demonſtrated by the following preparations of Salts Harmoni­ack, whoſe Earths, otherwiſe moſt fixed and flowing like Wax, are by[Page]the Ʋnctuoſity alone of the Menſtruum made Volatile, but this will not now be our inquiry: It ſufficeth us to uſe crude and common Sal Armoniack, Salt of Ʋrine, Blood, &c. for the acuition of the Spi­rit of Philoſophical Wine, which Salts do by their aridity alter their Ʋnctuoſity of this Spirit, more than the aforeſaid Oyly Matters, and conſequently make the Vegetable Menſtruum ſtronger. The ſame Receipt hath Triſmoſinus Libro novem Tincturarum in Tinctura Quarta, pag. 59. as alſo in Tinctura Pitrumoriſonis Philoſophi Angli, pag. 90. of the aforeſaid Book. Triſmoſinus ſublimes crude Sal Armoniack ſeveral times upon Salt fuſed, to be acuated by the acidity of this Salt, and then the better diſſolved by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine. Geber de inveſtigat. Ma­giſt, pag. 284. Sublimes Sal Armoniack with an equal proportion of Salt. Ariſtotle the Chymiſt perfected this ſublimation after this manner, pag. 74. Volum. 3. Theat. Chym. Take of Sal Armoniack one Pound, of Spuma Maris ſix Ounces, of Sal Gemme, of common Salt and Alum, of each two Ounces, grind them all together, and Sift through a thick Hair Sieve, then put the Matter into an A­ludel, and ſublime, and the Sublimation repeat.
The Sal Armoniack being thus ſublimed, is impregnated with the Spirit of Wine, (not common, for then would the proceſs not ſucceed, but Philoſophical Wine) and then diſſolved per deliquium: For the Ʋnctuoſity of this Spirit cannot diſſolve the ſubſtance of Sal Armoniack, being heterogeneous to it, but ſucceſſively, and by ſlow degrees. Wherefore this diſſolution will better ſucceed according to the Method of Lully. Diſſolve, ſaith he, Sal Armoniack in the Phlegme of Vinum of Lotium, (Philoſo­phical Wine made of Ʋrine) paſs it through a Filter, and remove the Water by Balneo, and the Salt will remain coagulated and white; diſſolve again with the Phlegm, and Diſtil it away by Balneo. Then take ſuch a quantity of Aqua Vitoe (Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) as you have of Phlegm, and pour them to­gether upon the ſame Salt, and the Veſſel being covered with its Antenotorium (Blind Alembick) ſet it in Balneo twenty four Hours; the Antenotorium being taken away, and an Alembick put on, Diſtill by Balneo with a moſt gentle Fire, when the Salt is coagulated, congeal it again, repeat the ſame Magiſtery, diſ­ſolving by turns after this manner, and congealing three times; and ſo have you reduced the ſaid Salt into a Vegetable Virtue, [Page] by the help of the Vegetative Spirit, by which you diſſolved and congealed it. Lully in Exp. 16. Sal Almoniack is eaſily diſſolved in the Phlegm of Philoſophical Wine, and ſo is by this means ſooner joyned with the Ʋnctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, than if it were immediately caſt into this Spirit. That Triſmoſinus knew alſo this Method, and ſometimes made uſe of it, appears by the follow­ing Menſtruum.

15. Another Water of Sal Armoniack of Triſmoſinus. In Tinctura Gereton, pag. 98. Aur. Vel. German.
TAke of Sal Armoniack Crude two Pounds, let it be diſſolved in Wine (Philoſophical) Criſtallize it, let the Criſtals be diſſolved per deliquium; the ſolution divide into two parts, one of which diſtil into the other with a Fire ſufficiently ſtrong, recti­fy the parts being joyn'd together into a ſtrong Water of Sal Armoniack. The Sal Armoniack therefore being diſſolved either in the Phlegm of Philoſophical Wine, (that is, Aqua ardens not recti­fy'd) or Philoſophical Wine it ſelf, Criſtallized, and reſolved per deliquium, is either by it ſelf, or with the addition of new Spirit of Wine, Diſtilled into a Water of Sal Armoniack.
This Kind of Menſtruums is made not of Sal Armoniack only, but alſo of the reſt of the Volatile Salts, thus:

16. The Gelative Sulphur of Lully. In Exp. 8.
TAke of the aforeſaid animated Spirit (of Ʋrine) one part, and of Aqua Vitoe perfectly rectify'd four parts, which pour upon the animated Spirit, and forthwith ſtop the Veſſel, that it may not reſpire, which Veſſel muſt be a large Bottle, which ſhake and move with your Hands, ſo in the twinkling of an Eye or Moment, you will ſee all the Water converted into Salt; but if any part of Phlegm be in the (Philoſophical) Aqua Vitoe, it will be immediately ſeparated from the Salt in the Form of Water; the Aqua Vitoe therefore ought to be very well purged [Page] from all Phlegm, that, when the work is done, no Matter may remain with the Salt, but be wholly converted, which will be better and more uſeful, and by this means you will have the Animal and Vegetable Salt, which we will call Coagulative and Gelative Sulphur, becauſe it hath the property and virtue of diſſolving the two Luminaries, and reducing them from power to act, their Vegetative and Germinative Form being preſerved. Lully ſometimes ſublimed this Offa or Pap of Ʋrine, in the Ninth Ex­periment following, thus:
There is, ſaith he, beſides, another way of Copulating the aforeſaid Animal Spirit with the Vegetable Spirit, namely, thus: Take of the Animated Spirit, rectifi'd as above, what quantity you will, and pour it upon three parts of our (Philoſophical) A­qua Vitoe perfectly rectifi'd, which Copulation ought to be made in a Body large and high, to which an Alembick may be ſud­denly fitted: the ſaid Copulation therefore being made, you muſt have preſently ready ſome Cotton-Wooll dipped in Oyl, and very well ſqueezed, wherewith the Mouth of the Diſtilling Veſſel muſt be forthwith ſtopped, and it muſt be let in within the Neck downward, a hands breath, faſtened with a ſtrong Fla­nel thread, that upon occaſion you may draw out the ſaid Cot­ton-Wooll,  [...]hen put to it an Alembick with a Receiver, very cloſe ſtopped, and ſet it in a Furnace of Aſhes, giving it at firſt a gentle heat; but then by degrees increaſing the Fire, till it be ſublimed: which ſublimation you muſt keep in a Veſſel firmly ſtopped, becauſe with this Salt and other Means you will be able to do Wonders.
Pariſinus in his Apertorium, pag. 15. M. S. S. mei, doth by this Salt of Ʋrine acuate his C. or Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, which being acuated, he then Circulates by the way uſed, and before deſcri­bed in the Circulation of his Coelum melleum. Lully hath alſo ſome­times uſed the Volatile Salt of Blood, for the making of theſe Men­ſtruums, as in his twelfth experiment. Take Blood ground (Blood drawn from ſound and cholerick Men, dryed on a clean Table, that the Phlegm may be ſeparated from it, and then pulveri­zed, Exp. 11.) put it in a Glaſs Body with a long Neck, and ha­ving fitted an Alembick to it with a Receiver, Diſtil firſt with a gentle Fire, till the moiſture exhale, then encreaſe the Fire till the Salt be ſublimed, which will be very white, gather it warily, [Page] and keep it; for it is of very great Virtue and Efficacy. You have, my deareſt Son, all the Medicines (Salts) which have pro­perties with the two Luminaries, as alſo with the other imper­fect Metals, without which this Art of Tranſmutation cannot obtain its deſired end.
The Things which I obſerve from the Receipts are:
1. That by Wine, Spirit of Wine, and Aqua Vitae common, is not meant Aqua Ardens, with which it is impoſſible to reduce or diſtil common Sal Armoniack into a liquid ſubſtance, and though it might, yet that Menſtruum would be Common, not Philoſophical, being made without the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine.
2. That theſe Menſtruums are made of all Volatile Salts.
3. That the Menſtruums of this Kind are the Magiſteries of Vola­tile Salts. Mix the Eſſence of Philoſophical Wine with the Magi­ſtery of any Volatile Salt, and you will in a moment make a Menſtru­um of this fourth Kind.
4. That theſe Menſtruums may be alſo made by Pariſinus his way of Coelum melleum, namely by Circulation, and therefore called Cir­culatums, common Sal Armoniack Circulated, Salt of Ʋrine, Blood, Harts-horn, &c. Circulated, or the Water of Sal Armoniack Cir­culated, the Water of the Salt of Blood Circulated, &c.
5. That it is very uncertain what Philoſophical Menſtruum Triſ­moſinus meant by Spirit of Wine: For divers Menſtruums have been by the Adepts ſignified by the ſame Name of Spirit of Wine; for the moſt part they meant the ſimple Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, ſometimes the ſame acuated after a different manner, that is, the ſim­ple Vegetable Menſtruum. So Baſil in his Book of Concluſions, pre­pares the Oyls of Metals with Spirit of Wine; by which he declares himſelf to have meant not the ſimple Spirit, but a ſimple Vegetable Menſtruum, in the preparation of the Oyl of Mercury, he commanding this open Metal to be by the Spirit of Wine, rectify'd firſt with Salt of Tartar, (which Menſtruum we ſhall have in the following Kinds) reduced into an Oyl; with the reſt of the Metals being more compact, do more require: Sometimes alſo they did by the Spirit of Wine in­tend Vegetable Menſtruums compounded; ſo Lully, among the other Names of Circulatum majus, reckons up alſo Aqua Vitae. This Menſtruum, ſaith he, the Wiſe Men called by almoſt innumerable Names, the Acetum acerrimum, which converts Gold into a Spi­rit;[Page]this is Aqua Sicca, Aqua Solis, Aqua Vitoe, in Exp. 25. Yea, Mineral Menſtruums alſo the Adepts more than often call by the Name of Aqua Vitae. So Albertus in ſuo Compoſito de Compo­ſitis, pag. 939. Volum 4. Theat. Chym. Diſtills a Mercurial Mineral Water; of which thus: Behold, this is the Aqua Vitoe, the Acetum Philoſophorum, and Lac Virginis, by which Bodies are re­ſolved into the firſt Matter.
Though therefore it be uncertain to Divine what Spirit of Wine out of ſuch a vaſt number of Menſtruums Triſmoſinus intended; yet ſhall we not much err from the Truth, if we take any Menſtruum whatſoever, eith [...]r Simple or Compounded, Vegetable or Mineral, in­ſtead of this Spirit; for we may with all promiſcuouſly perfect the ſame Philoſophical Work, differing only in degrees, as being ſtronger or weaker, which common Spirit of Wine makes altogether impoſſible, and fallacious: Yet notwithſtanding Directions there are, which may in this ambiguity make us more certain; as,
1. Any ambiguous, or unknown Name of any Menſtruum, i [...] eaſily known by its Synonima's, if there be any in the ſame Book, or other Writings of the ſame Adept, as for Example: If in the Deſcription of the Balſamum Samech of Paracelſus, you know not what the Circulatum minus is, the Synonima's (produced by Paracelſus himſelf, Lib. 10. Arch. in the Deſcription of the Circulatum ma­jus, (where it is called Primum Ens Salis, and Arcanum Salis) de­noting moreover the Nature, yea, and preparation of the Menſtruum, delivered here perhaps leſs clearly (quatenus Menſtruum) but elſe­where more plainly under the Title of Eſſence or Primum Ens) do put it out of all doubt, that it is the Arcanum of common Salt. But I ſaid, Synonima's in the Writings of the ſame, not of another Adept, becauſe oftentimes others intended another thing by theſe Names, yea that Name which hath in one Book the ſame ſignification with the reſt, hath commonly in another, though of the ſame Author, a ſignification different from them; and therefore that Synonymum muſt, if poſſible, be had out of the ſame Book, which muſt then be compared both with other Writings of the ſame Author, and alſo with the Writings of other Adepts, to confirm the meaning of the Author about the identity of the Synonimum, which was doubted of.
2. But if there be no Synonima's in Books of the ſame Author, it is not convenient for this unknown Name to be explicated by the Wri­tings of other Adepts, becauſe the Adepts themſelves have ſometimes [Page] alſo erred, in giving an explication either better than was fitting, or altogether contrary, to an obſcure Name and Place; yet is it not on­ly lawful, but neceſſary alſo, to obſerve what they ſay, eſpecially the Scholars or Followers of the ſame Author; for though they ſhew not the Authors Meaning, yet do they their own as to that Matter.
3. But if Synonima's cannot diſcover the Name, ſome expreſſion uſed in the Receipt will perhaps explain more eaſily, provi­ded it be rightly examined by an induſtrious Obſerver of thoſe Receipts; as,
1. If it be not known, whether the Adept means a Mineral (Acid) or Vegetable Menſtruum, it muſt be enquired by the Particulars following:
Firſt, Whether that Menſtruum diſſolves Bodies with force or heat, for then it muſt be Mineral, this Sign betraying the acidity of Minerals Salts: becauſe Vegetable Menſtruums diſſolve Bodies al­ways ſweetly, and ſlowly.
Secondly, Whether the diſſolution digeſted for a time be convert­ed into a Black Colour, or Black Powder ſwimming upon the Men­ſtruum, for that ſignifies a Vegetable Menſtruum, becauſe the diſſo­lutions of Mineral Menſtruums do contain Bodies twice diſſolved, once with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, wherewith they become Black, then with the corroſive or acid Spirit of Salts: Therefore the Black Powder and Colour are Signs of a Vegetable diſſolution, whereto is added a Milky Opacity, common indeed to both Menſtru­ums, for all weak or weakened Menſtruums, containing as it were their aridity leſs diſſolved and precipitated, as alſo Vegetable diſſo­lutions longer digeſted after blackneſs, do become Opacous and Milky, and ſo continue, till they are made diaphanous and moſt clear, by drawing of the Phlegm, the acid part, or the Spirit of Philoſo­phical Wine being better concentrated: yet theſe three Signs we ne­ver obſerve in the uſe of the Mineral Menſtruums.
Thirdly, Whether the Adepts admoniſh the Operator to beware of air or fume in Operation, or Poyſon in the uſe of the thing already prepared; for that is a Sign that his Menſtruum is, or was Mineral, becauſe Poyſons derive themſelves Originally from acidity, for Pearls and Corals, yea Gold and all other Arids, though otherwiſe moſt In­nocent; do, by being prepared with a Mineral Menſtruum, become the worſt of Poyſons.
Laſtly, If you ſee Mineral Bodies diſtinguiſhed into two Oyls, ſwim­ming [Page] diſtinctly and ſeverally upon the Menſtruum, ſay, that alſo was a Mineral Menſtruum, becauſe this cannot be done by any Vegetable Menſtruum, though never ſo ſtrong.
2. If it be not known, whether either the ſimple or compounded Vegetable Menſtruum is to be taken, we obſerve the things follow­ing as to the uſe of them:
Firſt, If in the diſſolution of a Metallick or Mineral Body, a White Body or ſome reſidue be left, then may ye know it to be a ſimple Vege­table Menſtruum, becauſe it extracts only the Tinctures or Eſſences of things, diſſolving the Oleoſity, but not the Aridity of things, on the contrary Vegetable Menſtruums compounded, as alſo Mineral Men­ſtruums, which are ſtronger than the Simple, do diſſolve the whole Body, not leaving any Foeces.
Secondly, If the whole Body of a thing diſſolved be turned into Oyl, ſwimming upon the Menſtruum, that was a Vegetable Menſtru­um compounded, for that only are they able to do: The ſimple Vege­table Menſtruums are not ſtrong enough, but Mineral Menſtruums are too ſtrong; thoſe therefore diſſolve not the whole Body, but theſe diſſolve not only the whole Body, but reduce it, being diſſolved into Oyl, not one only, but twofold: So the Temperatum of Paracelſus, (a Menſtruum otherwiſe ſufficiently unknown) is by uſe known, to be the Circulatum majus, or a Vegetable Menſtruum compounded, be­cauſe he reduceth Metals by it into a ſwimming Oyl, or Magiſtery.
Thirdly, If in the diſſolution or digeſtion of the thing diſſolved, you ſee it made Black, or caſt forth a Black Powder, ſay it is was a ſim­ple Vegetable Menſtruum, becauſe Vegetable Menſtruums com­pounded, and Mineral, as being ſtronger, do better retain their Body diſſolved in them.
3. But the doubt, whether the ſimple Vegetable Menſtruum, or Spirit of Philoſophical Wine is to be taken, length of time alone re­ſolveth; for the ſooner Eſſences are made in the Mineral Kingdom, the ſtronger are the Menſtruums; and on the contrary: But in the Animal and Vegetable Kingdoms it is difficult, if not altogether im­poſſible, to diſcern by the length of time alone the diſſolutions of the Bodies as being more opened; of which ſort are Oyls, Salts, as alſo the open Metal Mercury, eſpecially ſublimed, being more amply opened by the acidity of Salts.


The Fifth KIND. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and the fixed Salts of Vegetables and Minerals not tinging.
[Page]
17. The Coelum Vegetabile of Lully, made of the Salt of Tartar.
In the 34th. Experment.
TAke the beſt Aqua Vitoe, rectified ſo, as to burn a Linnen Cloth, as you have ſeen, operating with me, and therefore no need of amplifying to you the Magiſtery of this Water: Take therefore of Aqua Vitoe four Pounds, and put it in a Glaſs Urinal (Cucurbit) which is very ſound; then take of the Vegetable Salt ſublimed of the ſecond Experiment (Volatile Salt of Tartar) one Pound, grind very well, and put it in the Aqua Vitoe, Iute the Veſſel with its Antenotorium (Blind Alembick) firmly, with Wax Gummed, that nothing may re­ſpire, then putrifie two Natural Days; after that take away the Antenotorium, and put on an Alembick with its Receiver, the Joynts being very cloſe, and diſtill upon hot Aſhes. Take no­tice, that the Receiver muſt be very large and ſound, that it may not be broken by the force of the Aqua Vitoe, and thus con­tinue your diſtillation with a ſlow Fire, till all be diſtilled through the Alembick: But if any part of the Salt remain in the bottom of the Veſſel, pour it again upon the Water now [Page] lately diſtilled, and diſtill as before, making the Joynts as cloſe as may be; the diſtillation repeat in this order, till all the Salt be paſſed through the Alembick in the Form of clear Water. Then put of the aforeſaid Salt one other Pound into an Urinal, and pour the ſame diſtilled Water to it; cover the Veſſel with its Antenotorium, as before, putrifie as before, then diſtill as before; and when all the Salt is paſſed over with the Water, take again as before of new Vegetable Salt one Pound, and paſs it all through the Alembick again, as before, with the diſtilled Water; and by this means you will have thoſe four Pounds of Aqua Vitoe united with three Pounds of the Vegetable Salt, which hath the power of diſſolving the two Luminaries (Gold and Silver) and all the other Metals, with preſervation of the Vegetable Form. But now we intend to reduce this ſimple Menſtruum in­to a Celeſtial Form: Take therefore this ſimple Menſtruum, and put it in a ſound Glaſs Veſſel (a Circulatory) four parts of which muſt be empty, but the fifth full: Stop the Veſſel ſo as not to evaporate, and Circulate in Dung or Balneo ſixty Natural Days; and by this Method will you have a clarify'd Menſtruum, in which you will ſee a Sediment, wherefore empty the Celeſtial Water into another Veſſel, and have a care that no Sediment paſs over with the Water, which you muſt keep very cloſe in Balneo.
Annotations.
AS to the facility of preparation, the Coelum melleum of Pari­ſinus is better than the reſt of the Menſtruums, but this of Lully hath preference among ſimple Vegetable Menſtruums, for it is the Sapo Sapientium, compounded of fix'd Alcalies, and the Ʋnctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine. Fix'd Alcalies are not eaſily joyned with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but when they are throughly mix'd together, they are eaſily ſublimed into Sal Ar­moniack, Sulphurs of Nature, or Philoſophers Mercuries, the chief Inſtruments of the more ſecret Chymy.
Lully having preſcribed ſeveral Acuators of the Spirit of Philo­ſophical Wine, ſpeaks at length of acuating this Spirit with theſe Salts Philoſophically Volatilized: Let, ſaith he, our Menſtruum, which is the Quinteſſence of Wine, be depurated from all [Page] Phlegm, and acuated with the Philoſophers Armoniack, becauſe it cannot otherwiſe diſſolve Gold, nor Precious Stones: But let the Philoſophers Sal Armoniack be well purified, that is, ſubli­med, and cleanſed from all terreſtreity and uncleanneſs, accord­ing to the manner of the Philoſophers; of which Philoſophical Sal Armoniack we have indeed treated largely in our Book, De in­tentione Alchimiſtarum, Dedicated to the moſt Illuſtrious King Robert, in the Chapter De Salibus Armoniac, &c. and in Clau­ſura Teſtamenti, otherwiſe called Vade mecum, in the Chapter which begins, Partus Veroe Terroe. There you may read from firſt to laſt the Magiſtery of making and purifying, together with the Virtues and Energies of this Salt: And know, my Son, that whatſoever we Write in that Chapter, we mean that Salt and nothing elſe: Read and Peruſe that Chapter, becauſe no­thing can be done in the Magiſtery without that Salt, for that is the thing with which we acuate our Menſtruum, to diſſolve as Gold, and Precious Stones, and Pearls, as well for humane Mede­cines, as for a Metallick and Lapidifick Magiſtery, and to make Pearls and Precious Stones.
In which Receipt of Lully, we have the Volatile Salt of Tartar given us freely, hitherto ſought in vain, with very great pains and coſt, of which the Theoretical Philoſophers have in their Theories ex­hibited nothing but what is moſt obſcure. I ſpeak, ſaith Sendivogi­us, all things openly; the Extraction only of our Sal Armoniack, or Philoſophical Mercury, I have not ſo openly revealed: Send. in Epilogo 12. Tract. pag. 337. Now, out of his ſecond Experiment alledged, we have the following Deſcription of Sal Armoniack, or Volatile Salt of Tartar, thus:
The Volatile Salt of Tartar of Lully. Out of the Second Experiment.
TAke the beſt Tartar, pulverize, and put it in an Earthen Veſſel not glazed, to calcine the ſpace of three Days, or till it be White: Which being done, diſſolve it in the Aqua Vi­toe, firſt diſtill'd (in the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, not yet recti­fy'd) thus; namely, Put this individual, being calcined and [Page] White, into an Urinal, and pour in the Aqua Vitoe ſo, as to be ſe­ven Fingers above it, and cover the Veſſel with its Antenotori­um (Blind Alembick) and ſet it on a Furnace of Aſhes to ſimper two Hours, then pour that which is diſſolved into another Veſ­ſel carefully, but that which remains undiſſolved dry: then again pour in new Aqua Vitoe, and again boyl it upon Aſhes: empty the diſſolution again, as before, and keep it with the other former diſſolution: the matter remaining in the Veſſel, dry again, and take it out of the Veſſel, becauſe it muſt be again calcin'd, to be the more eaſily diſſolved; which being calcin'd, diſſolve again with new Aqua Vitoe, and boyl it upon Aſhes: this diſſolution keep with the other, as above, and repeat this Magiſtery ſo oft, till all this individual be calcined, and diſſol­ved: then put all the diſſolutions in an Urinal, fitting an Alem­bick with a Receiver to it, and cloſing the Joynts very faſt, di­ſtil by Balneo, till the matter be congealed, or till no more will diſtil by that degree of heat, then remove the Receiver, and ſtop it to prevent reſpiring, and then ſet the Urinal upon Aſhes; and if any corruptible part (Phlegm and unprofitable Earth) remain with the matter, let it be burnt, and the Veſſel having remain­ed two or three Hours, in a Fire ſomewhat remiſs, and not any thing more diſtilling through the beak of the Alembick, let the Veſſel cool, and then pour the ſame Water (Aqua Vitoe, or Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) which you kept before ſtopt in the Re­ceiver, upon the matter again: This matter therefore being diſ­ſolved, diſtil the Water again in Balneo, as before, which ha­ving taken away, the Receiver you muſt keep well ſtopt from reſpiring: then ſet the Urinal in Aſhes, and dry the matter; be­ing dryed, diſſolve it in again with the Water which you kept in the Receiver; and if you ſee the diſſolution is not clear and dia­phanous, you muſt tranſmit it ſo often through a Filter or Lin­nen Cloth, and ſo oft diſſolve and congeal it by turns, as be­fore, till it be free from all Terreſtreity, and appear clear and ſplendid: then may you be aſſured, that the impure and cor­ruptible part is ſeparated, and you will ſee the whole matter tranſmuted into an Oyl. But now, moſt dear Son, you muſt proceed to the compoſition of our Mercury, and Sal Armoniack, the Powers and Virtues whereof are ſo many and ſo great, as ſcarce to be comprehended within the expreſſion of Man. The [Page] way of which operation is thus: You muſt know the weight of the Salt or Oyl, which you beheld in the bottom of the Veſſel depurated, and pour to it ſo much of our Spirit (that is Aqua Vitoe rectify'd ſo, as to burn a Cloth ſteeped in it) as will be four Fingers above it, or let there be ſix parts more of the weight of the Aqua Vitoe, than is the Salt or Oyl: the whole being mix'd together, put into an Urinal with a Cover or An­tenotorium well luted, that it reſpire not: putrifie in Balneo the ſpace of two Natural Days, then take off the Antenotorium, and put on an Alembick, with a Receiver, cloſe the Joynts well, and diſtil in a Furnace of Aſhes with a ſlow Fire: which diſtil­lation muſt be continued till the Beak or Head diſcover no Veins, but ſuddenly after the Veins diſappear, lay aſide the Receiver with the diſtilled Water (Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) and ſtop it cloſe, for now comes the animated Spirit (Spirit of Wine im­pregnated with the Eſſence of Tartar) which hath the power of vivifying its Body (or Caput Mortuum) then continue the ſame diſtillation, in the end augmenting the Fire, that if any part of Phlegm remain, it may exhale and be removed by that degree of heat: Laſtly, the Veſſel being cold, take out the matter and grind it: know the weight of the matter, and pour to it four parts of Aqua Vitoe more than is the Earth (Caput mortuum) and covering the Veſſel cloſe with its Antenotorium, putrifie as be­fore, then putting an Alembick to it with a Receiver, well lu­ted, diſtill as before, in a Furnace of Aſhes: the Soul being with its Spirit gone over, with the ſame Signs of Veins, as before, ap­pearing, repeat the ſame Magiſtery three times: For then will you have the Spirit perfectly animated, and the Body exanima­ted and calcined: This Spirit with the Soul (of Tartar) is indeed capable of diſpoſing every Phyſical operation, but in this place we will uſe it for the vivifying of the calcined Earth: Take therefore the aforeſaid Earth out of its Veſſel, and grind it, then put a little of it upon a red hot plate, which if it melt like Wax without fume, is a ſign of perfect exanimation; if this ſign ap­pear not, this Magiſtery muſt be reiterated, till you have obtain­ed that ſign. Then know the weight of the Earth, upon which pour a fourth part of the animated Spirit, and the Veſſel being covered cloſe with its Antenotorium, ſet it in Balneo two or three days to be congealed, or till it be congealed; which done, re­move [Page] the Antenotorium, putting on a Head, and diſtill in a Fur­nace of Aſhes without a Receiver, that if there be any part of Phlegm, it may be from thence removed, for that which comes out from this diſtillation will be inſipid, of no ſavour or eſteem in the Form of Rain Water: Then again pour on a fourth part of the animated Spirit, as before, and congeal in Balneo, as be­fore, then diſtil the Phlegmatick moiſture by Aſhes, as before, and thus repeat the aforeſaid Magiſtery, till the Earth hath drunk up and attracted to it all its animated Spirit, and attain'd to ſuch a ſign, that if you put a ſmall quantity of it upon a Fire-hot Plate, the major part fume away, which will be a ſign that the matter is diſpoſed for the ſubliming of our moſt precious Mercury, which hath the power of diſſolving any Metal what­ſoever with the preſervation of its Vegetive and Germinative form. Take therefore the aforeſaid pregnant Earth, and put it into a Bolt-head (Sublimatory) with a long Neck, which you muſt lute very well with Lutum Sapientioe, and the luting being dryed, ſet it with the matter into a diſtilling Furnace, admini­ſtring in the beginning a gentle Fire, till the Bolt-head grow hot, whoſe Mouth muſt be ſtopped with Cotton-wooll, and con­tinue that gentle heat the ſpace of ſix Hours, then augment the Fire ſomewhat ſix Hours more; but if it begins not by that de­gree of Fire to ſublime, increaſe the Fire gradually to a more violent degree, till it begin to ſublime, which Fire continue the ſpace of twenty four Hours, at the expiration of which time, the Veſſel being cold, take from thence our Sulphur ſublimed (the Vegetable Sulphur of Nature) our Mercury (Vegetable) our Heaven (dry) our Sal Armoniack (Vegetable) our Stone not yet fermented, and call'd by many more other Names, whoſe fa­culty is to acuate its Spirit (of Philoſophical Wine) as ſhall be made appear by the Experiments hereafter following:
This Volatilization of the Salt of Tartar is ſufficiently tedious, yet eaſie and clear, according to the tenour of the Receipt. In the follow­ing kind of Menſtruums, we ſhall have divers examples of making ſuch Sal Harmoniacks, wherefore we will thither reſerve thoſe things which are to be admoniſhed about this way of making the Vo­latile Salt of Tartar. Lully mixeth three pounds of this Volatile Salt with four of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine ſucceſſively by various diſtillations, and reduceth the mixture by circulating ſixty [Page]Days into the Vegetable Heaven. But here we are to be adviſed, that the Sal Armoniack of Tartar in its own dry Form is a Vege­table Menſtruum; and ſo according to the preſcribed method of the Receipt, it is not always neceſſary to reduce that into a liquid ſub­ſtance; for that and the Menſtruum made from thence are therein different; becauſe in the making of Heaven, the Ʋnctuoſity of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine being ſuperadded, and now prevalent, hath abſorbed and diſſolved the aridity of the Sal Armoniack; but this being this way too much diluted in a greater quantity of that Oleoſum, loſeth much of it ſtrength, and becomes leſs fit for the diſſolutions of d [...]y Bodies: But now if the volatile Salt of Tartar be a Menſtruum in a dry form, ſome have unadviſedly ſaid it ſerves inſtead of a Philoſophical Menſtruum, which not­withſtanding is rightly and very well ſaid, if a corroſive Menſtru­um, which we call Mineral, be underſtood, whoſe place the vola­tile Salt of Tartar, or Vegetable Menſtruum, may upon ſeveral occaſions ſupply.
Now as this Sal Armoniack reduced into a liquid ſubſtance by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, makes our Vegetable Heaven; ſo being diſſolved with the Spirit of common Wine it makes the Spirit of Wine of Baſilius diſſolved with Vinegar, our Vinegar diſſolved with Aquafortis, the Philoſophers Aqua Regis; and ſo of many others. At preſent the aforeſaid Spirit of Baſilius hath its place.


18. The Spirit of Wine of Baſilius. In Fine Libri Revelat.
TAke generous white-Wine (common) and diſtil after the uſual manner, to make a ſtrong Aqua Vitoe thereof in a Copper, which rectifie in a Phial, and ſeparate the Phlegm: this Aqua Vitoe is thus proved: If it burn all away, and leave no A­quoſity behind it, being kindled in a Glazed Veſſel; but if any remain, diſtil yet once or twice, the Joynts being very cloſe, that the Volatile Spirit of the Wine may not exhale: The Aqua Vitoe being thus diſtilled, and exactly rectifi'd (but have a care that in the time of diſtilling you put not a Candle to it, leſt it hurt you) joyn three Ounces of Tartar perfectly ſublimed with a quantity of this Aqua Vitoe in another Phial, ſo as that the Phi­al [Page] be half full, put an Alembick to it with a Receiver large enough, and diſtil in Balneo Marioe moſt gently, becauſe of the Volatile Spirits, a little of the Aqua Vitoe being left in the bot­tom, and as you diſtil, cool the Alembick with wet Cloaths: thus is the Spirit ſooner reſolved, and paſſeth into the Receiver.
This is that Spirit of Wine which Baſilius uſed in ſeveral places, eſpecially in his Concluſions, where by the Spirit of Wine he redu­ceth as well Metallick as Mineral Bodies into Oyl: Whoſoever hath imagined to himſelf another Spirit inſtead thereof, muſt have a care leſt he prove the truth of this ſaying to his own detriment: There is yet indeed another deſcription of that Spirit of Wine in Appendice Elucidationis, which notwithſtanding differs not from the former, except that in the former deſcription it was read the Volatile Salt of Tartar; but here it is read Sal Armoniack, perfectly ſubli­med; but that they are Synonyma's, is even now manifeſt by the Receipt of Lully: For whatſoever Salt, either fix'd or volatile, is joyned with the Spirit of Philoſophical VVine and ſublimed, is called our Volatile Salt, our Sulphur of Nature, and our ſubli­med Mercury, which may be uſed promiſcuouſly as Salt Philoſophically ſublimed; for both thoſe Salts (of Tartar and Sal Armoniack) were by Baſilius made perhaps out of one and the ſame matter: But this his Menſtruum is not ſo ſtrong as the Coelum Vegetabile of Lully; though prepared out of the ſame Salt of Tartar juſt as that: For Baſilius diminiſheth the virtue of this Salt, by adding the Spirit of common Wine: Lully accompliſheth the ſame work, but with the Spirit of Philoſophical VVine: yet Baſilius ſometimes alſo made his Menſtruum ſtronger than the Coelum Vegetabile of Lully, by ſeparating the Spirit of common Wine from the Philo­ſophical Sal Armoniack, which indeed he performed two ways: Firſt, by kindling the Menſtruum in a Copper Veſſel deſign'd for this uſe, to burn away the Spirit of common Wine, but leave the Ve­getable Sal Armoniack by it ſelf, reduced into a liquid ſubſtance. The way is this.

19. The Fiery Spirit of Wine of Baſilius. In the Place as above.
[Page]
TAke the antecedent Spirit of Wine, being fit for this pre­paration of the Fiery Spirit, make an Inſtrument of Cop­per, which may be taken up in the middle, below and above the Holes, as alſo above the middle of the Veſſel, put on an Alem­bick with a Pipe, let them be all of Copper, except the Recei­ver, which muſt be of Glaſs, which put in a wooden Veſſel into Water, and cover it above with wet Cloaths, in the wooden Veſſel let there be a paſſage, by which the Water, when hot, may fly out, and cold be poured on: all things being thus pre­pared, the Spirit of Wine prepared is put in through the lower Holes, ſo as to touch the Holes, then is it kindled, and the Mer­cury is driven upwards through the middle Holes, and reſolved by the coldneſs of the Water, and paſſeth out of the Alembick into the Receiver: Thus is the true Spirit of Wine prepared, but in the work never ceaſe from refrigerating, and pour on new Aqua Vitoe, leſt it burn too low. In the Addition or Appendix of manual operations, Baſilius deſcribed this Spirit thus: Take Wine burned (rather Wine to be burned, made of the Sal Armoniack of Tartar, and Spirit of Common Wine) which put in a ſtrong Veſ­ſel that can endure the flame of Fire, and kindle it with a Match of Sulphur, and forthwith apply an Alembick of Iron or Cop­per, with a large Receiver, and the true fiery Spirit of Wine is reſolved and diſtilled into a Liquor: this is the true airy and fiery Spirit of Wine.
Secondly, He impregnates Calx Vive, or Quick Lime, with the Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 18. from which he diſtills a Men­ſtruum yet ſtronger, called Spirit of Calx Vive. Calx Vive, ſaith he, is ſtrengthened and made more fiery by the pure and not ſophiſticated Spirit of Wine (made of Sal Armoniack and Spi­rit of Common Wine very often cohobated, to which Calx add the Sal alkali of Tartar, the dryed Faeces of the ſame Salt being alſo added, from which, being thoroughly mix'd, diſtil the true Spiritus Gehenneus, or Spirit of Hell, in which are great Myſte­ries hidden: the method of acquiring this Spirit I have told [Page] you, which obſerve, keep, and accept for a farewel-Gift. Baſi­lius in Repet. Lapidis, in Cap. de Calce viva. Mark, ſaith he, in the End of this Book, De Medicinis ſupernaturalibus. I told you of the Virtues and Qualities of Precious Stones, but there are alſo found many Stones deſpicable and ignoble, yet of great Vir­tue, as Experience teſtifies; though the ignorant and unskilful will ſcarce give Credit to theſe ſayings, and cannot conceive thoſe things with their dull Brains, yet will I demonſtrate it by an Example of Calx vive, which Calx is according to the judg­ment of the Vulgar, of little value, and contemptible in obſcuri­ty; yet nevertheleſs there is powerful Virtue in it, which ap­pears in the application of it againſt moſt grievous Diſeaſes: but its triumphant and tranſcendent efficacy being in a manner unknown to moſt Men, for the ſake therefore of thoſe that in­quire into Natural and Supernatural Myſteries, do I diſcover the ſecrets of this Book: as a farewel alſo will I reveal the Myſtery of Calx vive, and declare firſt the way of diſtilling the Spirit of it, which work does indeed require an expert Artiſt, well inform­ed before, in this preparation.

20. The Spirit of Calx vive of Baſilius. In Fine Lib. de Med. Supernatur.
TAke of Calx vive what quantity you will, grind and pre­pare it on a Marble into an impalpable Powder, whereto pour of the Spirit of Wine (Menſtruum in Numb. 18.) ſo much as the pulverized Calx is able to imbibe, no Spirit ſwimming upon the Calx. Then apply an Alembick, lute well, and put a Re­ceiver to it, abſtract the Spirit from it in a moſt gentle Balneo; this abſtraction muſt be repeated eight or ten times: this Spirit ſtrengthens much the Spirit of the Calx, which is thereby made more fiery. Take the remaining Calx out of the Cucurbit, grind it very well, and add to it of the Salt of Tartar (Alkali) a tenth part, and as much as all of the Earth of the Salt of Tar­tar, or matter left in extracting the Salt of Tartar, and well dry­ed, diſtil them all being well mix'd out of a Retort well luted, three parts of which muſt be empty, in a Receiver large and firm: Take notice, that the Receiver, into which the Beak of [Page] the Retort is put, muſt have a Pipe one Fingers breadth, to which another Receiver is to be applyed, in which muſt be a little quan­tity of Spirit of Wine (Menſtruum in Numb. 18.) then diſtil with a ſoft Fire, and the Phlegm will aſcend into the firſt Receiver; the Phlegm being diſtilled, increaſe the Fire, and then will come a white Spirit, in the Form of the white Spirit diſtilled from Vitriol (Philoſophical) which will not deſcend into the Phlegm, but through the aforeſaid Pipe into the other Receiver, there joyning it ſelf with the Spirit of Wine, even as Fire is eaſily joyned with Fire. Take notice, if this Spirit of Calx be not rightly prepared or impregnated with the like Spirit of Wine, by the aforeſaid cohobations, it is in diſtilling mixed with its Phlegm, extinguiſhed, and loſeth its Virtue; ſo difficult a thing it is to drive deeply into Nature, ſhe reſerving many things to her ſelf: This Spirit being now mix'd with the Spirit of Wine, take away the Receiver, pour out the Phlegm, and keep the Spirits of the Calx and Wine wearily: Obſerve, both theſe Spirits are ſeparated not without difficulty, for they embrace one another, and in diſtillation aſcend together: Wherefore, if you kindle the Spirits being mix'd and united in a Glaſs Veſſel, the Spirit of Wine is burned, but the Spirit of the Calx remains in the Glaſs, which keep diligently: This is a great Arcanum, few Spi­rits do exceed its efficacy, if you knew the uſe of it, its quali­ties can ſcarce be deſcribed by way of Compendium. This Spirit diſſolves Crabs Eyes, andthe hardeſt Criſtals: theſe three diſtil­led together through an Alembick, and many times cohobated, make a Liquor, three drops of which taken in warm Wine, do break and diſſolve the Gravel and Stone in Mans Body, this Liquor expells the very root or cauſe of that Diſeaſe without any pain to the Patient: This Spirit of Calx at the beginning is of a Sky-Colour, but being gently rectified appears white, tran­ſparent and clear, leaving ſome few Faeces behind it: This Spi­rit diſſolves the moſt fixed Jewels, and Precious Stones, and on the contrary fixeth all Volatile Spirits by its tranſcendent heat: This Spirit overcomes all Symptoms whatſoever of the Poda­gra, though never ſo knotty and tartarous, all which it diſſolves and radically expells.
If Spirit of Wine, acuated with Vegetable Sal Harmoniack be kindled, the Spirit of common Wine is burned, but the Sal Harmoni­ack [Page] being incombuſtible, aſcends in the Form of a Liquor, and is called the Fiery Spirit of Wine of Baſilius, but the ſame Spirit of Wine joyned with the Sal Harmoniack being abſorbed by the Calx vive, and then diſtilled into it ſelf, and then kindled, the Spirit of com­mon Wine is indeed conſumed by the Flame as before, but the Spirit of the Calx, or rather the Vegetable Sal Harmoniack aſcends not as before, but remains in the bottom of the Glaſs becauſe more di­geſted, and made more fixed: But for the greater elucidation of theſe Spirits, we thought good to add another Deſcription of the Spirit of Calx.

21. The Simple Spirit of Calx vive of Baſilius, In manualibus Operationibus.
TAke pure Calx vive, burn it in a Potters Furnace with a moſt ſtrong Fire, to reduce it to an exact maturity, grind it very fine upon a Marble, and put it in a Cucurbit, pour to it Spirit of Wine made of Philoſophical Tartar (as I ſhall teach in my method of making Aurum potabile) that the Calx may be made like thin Pap; this being done, diſtil from thence the Phlegm, till the Calx be dry, pour on new Spirit of Wine, and draw of: repeat it ſix times, then grind the matter very curi­ouſly, and put it in a Cellar to be diſſolved per deliquium, and within a few days a Liquor will run from it, which being gather'd and diſtilled by a Retort in Sand, firſt ſends forth a Phlegm to be kept by it ſelf, after that a Spirituous Liquor, which alſo keep apart: Now take Criſtals pulverized, mix them with the ſame weight of Vive or Mineral Sulphur, burn this matter, continual­ly ſtirring it, till all the Sulphur be burned away, then reverbe­rate in an open Fire the ſpace of three Hours; this done, pour the aforeſaid Liquor to this matter. Take alſo Crabs Eyes, to which alſo pour the ſame Liquor of quick Lime in another Glaſs, let them be digeſted fourteen Days in a heat ſtrong enough, and from both will aſcend an humidity upon the ſuperficies, which decant finely into a little Glaſs, and rectifie in Balneo, and a Li­quor will remain in the bottom; three grains of which admi­niſtred in Wine have produced very great and admirable effects. [Page] This Medicine cures alſo radically the Stone of the Bladder and Kidneys, as well in Men as Women.
The Spirit of Wine made of Philoſophical Tartar, which Baſilius promiſed to give in his method of making Aurum potabile, will con­firm all the aforeſaid Menſtruums of Baſilius; for thoſe are made of Sal Harmoniack, or the Volatile Salt of Tartar being divers ways prepared; but this Spirit of Philoſophical Wine is acuated with the Salt of Tartar, not indeed the common Alcali; but that being reduced together with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine into a liquid ſubſtance: for we are to be admoniſhed that it is not always neceſſary to make the Coelum or Heaven of Lully, and the reſt of the Menſtruums of this kind, with the Salt of Tartar, as being Philoſophically Vola­tilized, but that ſometimes alſo the ſame Menſtruum may be made of the Salt of Tartar without the ſublimation or reduction of it into the Vegetable Sulphur of Nature, by cohobating only the Spirit of Phi­loſophical Wine upon Salt of Tartar, till it aſcend by diſtillation in the Form of a Milky Liquor. It is thus done,

22. The Tartariſed Spirit of Wine of Baſilius. In manal. Operation.
THe firſt thing to be known is that the Philoſophers Tar­tar, wherewith the Lock is opened, is not like common Tartar, as moſt Men imagine, but is another Salt, though ſpring­ing from the ſame Fountain: This Salt is the only Key to open, and diſſolve Metals, if prepared as followeth. Take the Aſhes of a fruitful Wine, and draw a Lee or Lixivium as ſtrong as may be out of them with hot Water, which evaporate by boyling it to a drineſs, that the matter may remain reddiſh, which rever­berate in a reverberating Furnace three days, or thereabouts, with an open Fire, till it become white: then diſſolve it in Spring-Water, ſuffer it to ſettle, decant the clear, filter to ſepa­rate the Faeces, being filtred, coagulate, and you will have the white Salt of Tartar, from which the true Spirit is diſtilled after this manner: Take Spirit of Wine rectifi'd to the higheſt de­gree, and altogether void of Phlegm, (deſcribed in Numb. 19.) and pour it to the Salt of Tartar in a Phial with a long Neck, ſo as to be three Fingers above it, lute an Alembick to the Phial, fit [Page] a Receiver to it, and digeſt with a gentle heat, then draw off the Phlegm moſt ſoftly, and the Spirit of Tartar is opened by Vir­tue of the Spirit of Wine, and by reaſon of reciprocal and admi­rable love they both aſcend together; the Faeces remaining, if any be, as alſo the Phlegm muſt be caſt away; thus will you have the true Spirit of Wine, wherewith Aurum potabile is made.
This truly is a moſt Noble Menſtruum, ſo as for its excellency to deſerve a higher Place than this among the Simple Vegetable Men­ſtruums; whereas it ought to have been more rightly transferred to the ſeventh Kind of Menſtruums; but it very much at preſent Illuſt­rating the Menſtruums of Baſilius, and ſo of greater utility here than there, we will not remove it from hence, yet will we add ſome examples more clear of ſuch ſort of Menſtuums. Thus it is done,

23. The Vegetable Acetum acerrimum, or Ignis Adepti of Ripley, made of Tartar calcined. Pag. 331. Concord. Raym. & Guid.
TAke the Tartar of Wine, and calcine it to whiteneſs. Take of this calcined Tartar one Pound; and being pul­verized, put it in a great Glaſs Cucurbit, and pour to it half a Cup, or a little more of the ſtrongeſt Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine, ſtop the Mouth very cloſe, and let them ſtand in cold Water twenty four Hours, then put a Receiver to it, and diſtil in Balneo with an eaſie Fire, yet ſo as to be diſtilled; which eaſie diſtillation muſt be continued, till the Phlegm aſcend, which muſt be known by the taſte, then let it cool, and again put new Spirit of Wine to the aforeſaid Tartar, the ſame quantity as be­fore, doing all things as before: which work you muſt repeat fifteen times, but when the Veſſel is opened in every Imbibition, above all things have a care of the ſuddain fume of this Ignis Adepti: This work being in fifteen times compleat, lay aſide three ounces of this fiered Tartar for a part, to multiply the Mercurial Oyl, as lower will appear. Take the other part of this fiered Tartar, and diſtil it in Sand with a moſt ſtrong Fire, which Fire being ſo diſtilled hath a white Colour, and is our [Page] Natura ignita, our Mercury, our Aqua Vitoe, laſtly the Key of our Science.
This Menſtruum is the ſame, as to the Ingredients and Virtue, with the Vegetable Heaven of Lully, but it muſt be Circulated like that Heaven, in order to loſe its milky and duskiſh Colour, and ac­quire the diaphaneity and clearneſs of this. This Receipt hath alſo Johannes de Rupeſciſſa, which it is convenient to compare with this, eſpecially he varying ſomewhat in Circumſtances, by diſſolving per deliquium Tartar impregnated with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine before the diſtillation of it.

24. The Aqua Fortiſſima and Vertuoſa of Johan­nes de Rupeſciſſa. Cap. 43. Lib. Eſſentiae.
THe moſt Bleſſed God, the Creator of Secrets, hath made ſo many wonderful things in Nature, that neither can our Underſtanding perceive, ſome few excepted, nor Tongue expreſs the wonderful things of God without ſtammering: and among the Secrets, I will reveal to you a Water of Divine Action, and the Magiſtery of it, is, to take the beſt white Tartar calcined, and put it in an Earthen or Glaſs Veſſel, and pour to it the beſt (Philoſophical) Aqua Ardens you can get, put on an Alembick, and diſtil the Aqua Ardens very weak, then take it away, being little or nothing worth, except for waſhing of the Eyes or other parts: Then take you Tartar, and you will find it twice as ſtrong, and this you may prove each time by your Tongue; put other Aqua Ardens to it again many times more, becauſe it will be every time ſtrengthned above meaſure, and you may bring it to ſo great a degree of ſtrength, that no created action can be compared to it: But if you would make it a hundred times ſtronger, grind it, and put it upon a Porphyry or Marble, to be converted into Water, which then muſt be diſtilled through an Alembick.
There is yet another way of preparing this Vegetable Heaven, not by ſublimation of the Alcali, nor cohobation, but ſimple Circulation, namely by digeſting the Alcali of Tartar, in the Spirit of Philoſo­phical [Page] Wine, till it ſwims upon the Spirit of Wine like an Ovl. It is thus done,

25. Vegetable Mercury acuated with the Salt of Tartar of Lully. In Prima Camera Individuorum, diſt. 3. Lib. Eſſen.
IN the firſt Chamber is ſignified, that our Mercury is in the power of H (crude Tartar) and in order to draw it out, the Artiſt muſt put the ſaid H into E (that is, in a Glaſs-Makers Fur­nace) three Natural Days, and there muſt be a great quantity of it, becauſe but little will be made from thence, which H (Tartar now calcined) you muſt grind ſubtilly, and put it into H of Arbo­ris Philoſophical (into diſſolution per deliquium) upon a Marble, in a very cold place, and covered becauſe of duſt; and H will be converted into T, (oleum per deliquium) which T muſt the Artiſt diſtil through a Filtre in a Glaſs Veſſel, and the Artiſt having ſeparated T from H, will be able to extract our Mercury out of the ſaid T two ways. Firſt, by the Magiſtery of the Chapter be­ginning, Non reputes me, &c. (by Circulation like the Eſſence or Spirit of Wine of Lully.) Secondly, by the Magiſtery of the Chap­ter, Non proetermittam (by the ſeparation of the Elements, of which not in this place.)
Lully ſometimes uſed the Salt of Tartar depurated inſtead of the Oyl of Tartar per deliquium, as in the Firſt Experiment. You have, ſaith be, another ſign more certain of the purification of this Individual (the Salt of Tartar) namely, when this moſt pre­cious Salt will remain in the Veſſel upon Fire in the Form of an Oyl, but being removed from the Fire, will ſuddenly be congeal­ed. But deareſt Son! Let not the Prolixity of time be irkſome to you, in diſſolving and congealing this Matter ſo often, to take away Corruption, which remaining, it can never be joyn­ed with its Spirit extracted from the moſt precious, and its near­eſt Individual, which is the beſt Wine, freed from all manner of Humidity and Corruption: Then Circulate it in a Circulating Veſſel, and ſo reduce it into a Quinteſſence, and it will forth­with embrace its Spirit: this Circulation we perform'd at firſt [Page] in thirty days, but afterwards compleated the ſame in forty days, which Circulation was much better than the the firſt, becauſe the longer it is circulated, the more is it purify'd, and adepted for any of our Phyſical Operations, which order when need re­quires, you alſo muſt obſerve.
Menſtruums of this kind may be divers ways made not only out of the Alcali of Tartar, but other fix'd Alcalies may be alſo taken in­ſtead of that, as proves the following Menſtruum.

26. The Simple Vegetable Menſtruum produ­ced from the three Individuals of Lully. In Experim. 25.
TAke Aqua Vitoe ſo acute, as to burn a Linnen Cloth, which tranſmit again through an Alembick, that it may be perfectly rectify'd: Then take the Salt of Celandine, Salt of Mans Blood, Salt extracted from Honey, as you have them above in their Experiments, all which Salts put together in an Urinal (Cucurbit) and upon every Ounce of thoſe Salts pour four Ounces of the aforeſaid Aqua Vitoe, cover it with its Ante­notorium, (blind Head) then having a little time digeſted put on an Alembick, with a Receiver annexed, lute the joynts well, and diſtil in Aſhes, ſuffering the Salts to go over together with the Water: If any thing remain, pour to it again its diſtilled Water, and when all is come over, pour in new Salt again, to wit, one Ounce, and paſs it through the Alembick as before. Thirdly, add again another Ounce of Salt, as above, and diſtil, repeating this Magiſtery three times, every time adding new Salt: Theſe things being done, Circulate this Water in a Veſſel deep and narrow the ſpace of fifty Natural Days, but obſerve that the Veſſel reſpire not. Circulation being finiſhed, you will in the bottom of the Veſſel ſee a Sediment like the Urine of a ſound Man, which will be white; empty the Water warily in­to another clean Veſſel, and be careful that the Sediment paſs not over with the Water, but remain in the bottom of the Veſ­ſel: ſtop the Veſſel of the Circulated Water ſo as not to re­ſpire, and keep it in Balneo.
[Page]
The preparation of the Salt of Celandine is in the Fourth Ex­periment. Then take the Aſhes of Celandine, gathered in the Month of May at full Moon, with its Roots and Flowers, and put them in a Glaſs Veſſel, and thereto pour the water of Ce­landine diſtill'd in Balneo, that you may from thence extract a Salt; and let the matter boyl two hours in a moſt ſoft Fire of Aſhes; empty the diſſolution into another Veſſel, but dry the undiſſolved Earth; and when the Veſſel is cold grind it, pouring again new water upon the Aſhes as before; make it boyl, and decant the diſſolution, as before. This Magi­ſtery repeat, till you have extracted all the Salt, which is the Mercurial part of that Individual: then take all thoſe diſſolutions and filtre them, that they may be purged from Terreſtreity; then diſtilling by Balneo, congeal; for the Liquor being gone over, in the bottom of the Veſſel will remain a Mercury or Salt of a white colour; which Salt you muſt diſſolve and by turns congeal three times; and by this means you will have extracted the Mercury out of this matter, which hath vir­tues almoſt innumerable in acuating the Vegetable Spirit drawn from Wine, and hath the power of diſſolving all Metals with the preſervation of their Vegetative and Germenative Form.
The fixed Salt of Man's Blood is thus prepared in the Eleventh Experiment. Take Blood drawn from found and cholerick men, and put it on a clean Table, and ſo let it dry that the Phlegm may be ſeparated from it; then take the Blood, grind it very well, and put it into a Glaſs Body, and with a ſlow Fire diſtil the water, which being diſtilled keep apart; and having augmented the Fire a little but not too intenſely, leſt the Salt perhaps ſhould ſublime; let only the moiſture and ſuperfluous Oyl exhale till it will diſtil no more; then the Veſſel being cold, take the burned Earth, put it into a Veſſel ſtopp'd cloſe to keep it from reſpiring; for in reſpiring it would vaniſh away into Smoak: ſet the Veſſel in a reverberating Furnace, but the heat muſt be exceeding temperate, that the Salt of the Matter which is volatile, and not fix'd, may not exhale; and that the Veſ­ſel may not by the violence of the Fire be broken, as hath hapned to us; and let the matter ſtand in that degree of heat the ſpace of two days, and it will be calcin'd; which done, let the Veſſel cool, and being cold, open it; and upon the calcined matter pour its [Page] own Phlegm, that is the water, which you diſtill'd at firſt; let it boyl upon aſhes two hours, that ſome part may be diſſol­ved, and that which is diſſolved decant into another Veſſel, and again with new water do as before; and thus repeat till you have extracted all the Salt; then draw off the water by diſtil­lation in Balneo; and in the Veſſel will remain the Salt as white as Snow, of a great many virtues; and if you acuare the Vege­table Fire with it, it will without doubt diſſolve the two Lumi­naries with the conſervation of their Vegetative Form: And with it may be made a moſt excellent Aurum potabile, to pre­ſerve the radical moiſture in men, and expel many diſeaſes.
The Third Experiment teacheth the preparation of the Salt of Honey, after this manner: Take new white Honey together with the Comb, put it in a Glaſs Veſſel to putrifie the ſpace of ſixty days; then diſtil, &c. Then take the Earth (Caput mortuum) which remained in the Urinal, and being perfectly ground, put it in an Earthen Veſſel, made of Valentinian Chalk, or of that which Crucibles are made of; or if you cannot have this Veſ­ſel, put the ſame Earth between two Crucibles, one joyned to the other, and very well luted; then ſet them in a reverbera­ting or Glaſs-makers Furnace, and there let them ſtay four or five days, ſo will the Earth be white; but if you do this work in a reverberating Furnace, have a care that the Fire be not too violent, for ſo would the Earth evaporate; and if the Fire be too weak, it will never be calcined, a moderate heat therefore is requiſite; thus, no ſuch error can happen as we have met with; for when we began this work, we loſt all the Earth by the vio­lence of Fire; but to the purpoſe; this Earth being calcined, as aforeſaid, and the Veſſel cold, take it out and grind it; then pour the water which you diſtilled by Balneo to it, and let the matter boyl two hours upon aſhes, and empty the water into another Veſſel from the Earth, which Earth you muſt dry with a gentle Fire. Upon the ſame aſhes pour new Phlegm, and let it boyl, as before, decant by emptying and keeping, as be­fore, the diſſolution of the Body; and thus repeat the Magi­ſtery, till you have evacuated all the moſt precious Salt out of it, and converted it into water: Then take all thoſe diſſolutions, and filtre them through a clean Linnen-Cloth, which water you muſt diſtil by Balneo; at length in the bottom of the Veſ­ſel [Page] will you have a moſt Precious Salt, or Vegetable Mercury: Which done, know the weight of the ſaid Congelation or Salt, and pour to it a third part of the Water, which you kept be­fore, and which you rectify'd ſeven times in Aſhes, (the acid Wa­ter of Honey) and ſtop the Veſſel with its Antenotorium, and ſet it in Balneo five Days, then having taken away the Antenotori­um, and put on an Alembick, you muſt with a temperate Fire by diſtillation exhale all the moiſture that will diſtil, and that will be inſipid, for the Earth hath received, and in it ſelf retain­ed the Virtue and Acetoſity of the Water: Then again imbibe the Earth with new Water as before, and repeat the Magiſtery by imbibing, digeſting, and diſtilling ſo oft as before, till the Earth hath attracted and imbibed all its Water: And ſo by the help of the living God will you truly have the Vegetable Salt drawn from this individual, which Salt is moſt precious, and hath the power of acuating the Vegetable Mercury, and diſſol­ving the two Luminaries, and all the other imperfect Metals: And with this may Metals be reduced into their firſt Matter.
To theſe Salts requiſite for this Menſtruum of Lully, I will add the fifth Experiment, which teacheth to prepare Alkalies from Portu­laca Marina, Apium Sylveſtre, Squilla, Euphorbium, Pyre­thrum, Roſmarinus, Herb Mercury, Solatrum, Oliandrum, &c. with all which you may acuate the Vegetable Mercury drawn from Wine, either joyntly or ſeverally.
This ſort of Menſtruums is made not only out of the Alkalies of Vegetables, but alſo out of Mineral Salts, ſuch as common Salt, Sal Gemmae, Alum, &c. Thus it is made.

27. The Circulatum Minus, or Water of Salt Circulated of Paracelſus Lib. 10. Archidox.
TAKE the true Element of Water, or inſtead thereof another Salt which hath not been as yet boyl'd to plain Drineſs, or alſo Sal Gemmoe putrified; pour two parts of the water mix'd with a little Juice of Raphanus to it, putrefie in acu­rate digeſtion, the longer the better; let it afterward congeal, [Page] and putreſie again for a Month; then diſtil in a Retort, the remainder urge with a ſtrong Fire, that it may melt; reverbe­rate in a Retort, with a continual Fire, diſſolve upon a Marble, the water ſlowing from hence pour to it, and putrefie again; diſtil again even to an Oleoſity; joyn it with the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine and that which is impure will fall down, which ſeparate; but let the pure be criſtalized in a cold place; pour on again that which is diſtilled, and cohobate ſo oft till a fixed Oyl remains in the bottom, and nothing ſweet goes over; Digeſt moreover for a Month, then diſtil, till the Arcanum of Salt paſs over through the Alembeck: Nor let long labour grieve you, for this is the third part of all the Arcanums, which are hidden in Metals and Minerals; and without which nothing can be made uſeful or perfect.
The ſame Circulatum hath Paracelſus deſcribed in his Treatiſe of reducing Metals into their firſt matter or running Mercury; (which is the fourth Treatiſe in Roſario novo Olimpico Benedicti Figuli (which Deſcription we thought good to compare with this, that they may illuſtrate one another. Take, ſaith he, Sal Gemmoe moſt finely pulverized; put it in a ſtrong Crucible, and increaſ­ing the Fire by degrees, melt the Salt, being melted, keep it ſo for the ſpace of three Hours; the Salt being cold, pulverize it again, and melt it in a new Crucible, according to the aforeſaid method, and ſo proceed five or ſix times; then to the pulveri­zed Salt, pour ſo much of the hot Juice of Raphanus that it may be diſſolved (mix the Salt, and ſqueeze it with a little of the Juice, with a wooden ſpoon, in a wooden Veſſel; being diſſolved, ſtrain it through a ſleeve, and ſet it apart; add again a little of the Juice, and repeat till all the Salt be diſſolved) coagulate or draw off the water by an Alembick; reduce the Salt into Powder; putrefie in Balneo ſix days; then diſtil with an open Fire, like Aqua Regis, obſerving the degrees of Fire, till nothing more aſcends; force it with a moſt ſtrong Fire for an hour that it may be throughly calcined; pulverize the Salt, being yet hot, very ſmall on a Marble, and let it be diſſolved by it ſelf in a moiſt place; putrefie all that is diſſolved in Balneo three days; then diſtil gradually, by the Rule of Art, all the Liquor through an Alembick in Sand; the remaining Body being well pulverized diſſolve on a Marble, putrefie, and diſtil as before; [Page] repeat this three times; the remainder reduce into Powder, and put in a Cucurbit; to which pour theſe three diſtilled waters, putrefie five days, and again diſtil in Sand; thus putrefying and diſtilling, all the Salt will at length aſcend through the Alembick, except a little Caput mortuum to be caſt away: but the water di­ſtilled from the ſubſtance of the Salt, putrefie for a Day and a Night, and rectifie twice or thrice, and you will have the wa­ter of Salt.
This Menſtruum made of Sea-ſalt, or Sal Gemmae, Paracel­ſus made choice of before the reſt of the ſimple Vegetable Menſtru­ums, as the beſt, becauſe according to his Doctrine, it is the Ma­trix or Center of Metals and Minerals. Becauſe, ſaith he, be­ing inſtructed by Experiments, and having in other Books alſo made mention, that the primum Ens, or fifth Eſſence of the Ele­ment of Water, is the Center of Metals and Minerals, and having elſewhere alſo added, that every product ought to dye in that in which it received life, In a German Manuſcript theſe Words are thus read, Das ein iegelich frucht in ſeiner Mutter, darinnen es das leben uberkommen, ſterben muſs, That is, eve­ry Fruit ought to dye in the ſame Matrix in which it obtains its Life, that afterwards it may receive a new Life better, and ſo by the depoſition of the old Body be reduced into the pri­mum Ens, or firſt Being: The way therefore of extracting the Center of Water, in which Metals ought to depoſe their Body, will I here add.
This Menſtruum we will explain by its Branches; whereof the Firſt is, Oyl of Salt diſſolved per deliquium. In the firſt proceſs he diſſolves Sea-ſalt, or Sal Gemmae, in water mix'd with the Juice of Raphanus, putrefies, and with a ſtronger Fire diſtils; but the Caput mortuum (the remaining Salt rather) he diſſolves on a Marble per deliquium. In the ſecond Receipt he diſſolves Sal Gemmae, being firſt five or ſix times melted in an equal quantity of the Juice of Raphanus made hot, then coagulates, putrefies, and diſtils like common Aqua fortis; the remaining Salt reduced into Powder, being as yet hot, he diſſolves per deliquium in a moiſt place. Sometimes he does without this ſtinking Juice of Raphanus more compendiouſly prepare that Oyl of Salt per deliquium, and that is, from Salt calcined with Nitre: The Receipt is to take of common Salt, and the Salt of Urine equal parts, to be by the [Page] Rule of Alchymy calcined two hours, then reſolved in a Cellar after the uſual manner, &c. From this calcined Salt is diſtilled a Spirit, which reſolveth Gold into Oyl; but if it be again ex­tracted, and to the higheſt degree prepared, a moſt excellent Aurum potabile will be had, but without that extraction (Diſtil­lation) the Gold is only reſolved; then is it a moſt pure Art for Goldſmiths in guilding, and for Iron-ſmiths a conſtant and precious Treaſure to guild with; yet they that prepare it ought to be skilful Alchymiſts. Libro de rebus Nat. Cap. 4. de Sale. pag. 190. That Paracelſus, by the Salt of Ʋrine intended Nitre is eaſily proved by what follows. In what place ſoever (ſaith he) the Urine of Man or Beaſt is poured forth, at the ſame ſucceeding time is Sal Nitre produced; for Urine gather­ed and prepared into another Salt, is called Sal Niter. ibidem. But the ſame Receipt, Tract. de Sale, pag. 171. Puts it out of all doubt, being thus deſcribed. Take Salt and Sal Nitre in equal proporti­on; let them be calcined by themſelves till they melt, then re­ſolve them into a Liquor.
The Second is, The Oyl or Eſſence of Salt. In the firſt pro­ceſs he takes the Oyl of Salt per deliquium, and cohobates it ſo oft with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, till the Salt remains at the bottom in a form of an Oyl, and no Phlegm aſcends; but if inſtead of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine any Vegetable Men­ſtruum be taken, as for example; the Menſtruum which we treat now of, being already prepared, or Salt circulated, there is no neceſſity for the Salt to be diſſolved per deliquium, but is with leſs pains re­duced into an Oyl or natural Eſſence. Though, ſaith he, there are more ways to extract the Ens primum of Salt, yet this is moſt commodious and moſt expeditious; and after this, there is that other way which we mention'd, ſpeaking of the Elixir of Salt, namely, that new Salt mix'd well with the diſſolving water, which is the diſtill'd Spirit of Salt, the Circulatum minus made of Salt, the water of Salt circulated, (the Arcanum of Salt, the Menſtruum which is now in hand) muſt be putrify'd, and di­ſtill'd ſo long, till the ſubſtance of the Salt be diſſolved, and reduced into a perpetual Oleoſity, the Body in the Form of Phlegm being abſtracted from it. The place alleadged is in Lib. 8. Archid. de Elixeriis pag. 31. Take Salt well prepared, moſt white, and pure, put it into a Pellican, with ſix times the weight of the diſ­ſolving [Page] water (by the diſſolving water is our water of Salt (circulated) to be underſtood. Lib. 10. Archid. pag. 38.) Digeſt them a month together in Horſe-dung; then ſeparate the diſ­ſolving water by Diſtillation, and pour it on again, and ſepa­rate, as before, and that ſo oft, till the Salt be converted into Oyl. This way of making the Eſſence of Salt with the Circula­tum minus, is much better, and more exquiſite than that former preparation performed by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, though Paracelſus affirms the former method to be more uſeful, and more expe­ditious than the latter; which is to be underſtood of the uſe of both, not the preparation: For the Eſſence of Salt is both ſooner and bet­ter prepared with ſome Circulatum minus, than with the ſimple Spirit of Philoſophical Wine; from which Eſſence of Salt which way ſoever made, is prepared the Arcanum of Salt; which reaſon will have more commodious, and more expeditious, in extracting the Eſſences of things, than the Oyl of Salt, not yet ſo graduated. In the ſecond Proceſs, Paracelſus commands, indeed, the Oyl of Salt made per deliquium to be putrefy'd; but as to the means of putre­faction, whether with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or ſome ſimple Vegetable Menſtruum makes no mention, without which not­withſtanding the Salt would not aſcend in the Alembick, and if it were diſtilled, yet would it be of no uſe in extracting Eſſences: He putri­fy'd therefore the Oyl of Salt per deliquium, for ſome time with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, then being putrifyed, diſtil  [...] with a ſtronger Fire, the reſidue of the Salt he again diſſolv'd on a Marble, and being diſſolved, putrify'd and diſtill'd it with new Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or ſome Simple Vegetable Menſtruum, ſo often, till he had diſtill'd the whole into Spiritual Water of Salt.
The third Branch conſiſts in the Reduction of the Eſſence of Salt in­to the Arcanum of the ſame; for the Natural (that is, Saline,) Eſ­ſence of Salt, doth by being cohobated ſometimes with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, aſcend together with it, becomes ſweet, and is tranſmuted into the Arcanum of Salt, or Artificial Eſſence, of which Arcanums more in the ſecond Book of Medecines. Common Salt therefore diſtilled with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine through an Alembick, is the Circulatum minus of Paracelſus, the Aqua ſalis circulati, the Primum ens ſalis, the Arcanum ſalis, the Aqua ſol­vens, the Spiritus ſalis diſtillatus, the Matrix and Center of Me­tals and Minerals, &c. It is called Circulatum, by reaſon of the Cir­culation[Page]or Digeſtion of the Eſſence of Salt for a Month with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or which is more probable, becauſe of the com­mon Circulation of all the Vegetable Menſtruums for the ſpace of 30, 40, or 60 Days, after the Menſtruum was already made, ſo that this Circulation, though omitted in our Receipt, muſt be under­ſtood in theſe Circulatums of Paracelſus: It is not therefore called Circulatum minus, as if common Salt had leſs Virtues in diſſolving, than the other Salts, but becauſe it hath thoſe only, and not the quali­ty of tinging ſuperadded, as the greater Circulatums: after the ſame manner as Salt is made a Circulatum, may alſo Vitriol be made a Circulatum, Alum a Circulatum, Tartar a Cir­culatum, &c. This way alſo, ſaith Paracelſus, is the Arcanum or Magiſtery to be made of Vitriol, as alſo of all other Salts, Lib. 10. Arch. Cap. 3. Pag. 38.
Laſtly, As the ſaline Eſſence of Salt loſeth its ſaltneſs, and be­comes ſweet by being digeſted and cohobated in the Spirit of Philo­ſophical Wine; ſo the Common Spirit of Salt well mixed and di­geſted with the Spirit of Wine, becomes a ſweet Menſtruum. It is thus done:

28. The Sweet Spirit of Salt of Baſilius. Lib. Partic. ſub Sulphure Solis & Rep. 12. Clav.
TAke of the Spirit of Salt wholly dephlegmed one part, of the beſt Spirit of Wine free from all Phlegm, or the Sulphur of Wine, made as I ſhall tell you lower (the Deſcription of which we lately had in the precedent Pages) one half part, fit an Alembick well luted, and diſtil ſtrongly, ſo as that nothing re­mains: To the Diſtillation add one other half part of Spirit of Wine, and diſtil, and that repeat three times, putrefie fifteen days, or till it become ſweet, which muſt be done in a gentle Balneo; thus will you have the Spirit of Salt and Wine with­out any corroſion for extractions.
But though this Menſtruum may deſerve its Praiſes, yet it can ſcarce be reckoned amongſt Menſtruums of this Kind, where we diſ­courſe not of acid Spirits, but fixed Salts; it muſt therefore be con­ſidered as an Appendix of the circulated Salt: to the Illuſtratino of which it will not a little conduce.
[Page]

From the Receipts we obſerve,
1. That by Aqua Vitae, or Spirit of Wine, the Adepts did not in the leaſt intend Common, but Philoſophical Aqua ardens; for Common Aqua ardens will never perform that which is deſired in theſe Receipts, and it being granted, that it ſeems to perform, yet Menſtruums ſo made, cannot be Menſtruums of the Adepts, but Common, of no efficacy or eſteem in the more ſecret Chymy.
2. That Baſilius has indeed ſometimes uſed common Aqua ardens for his Menſtruums, but never by it ſelf, but mixed with Vegeta­ble Sal Armoniack, or Philoſophical Salt of Tartar (that is, with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) volatilized; which Salt, being brought into a liquid ſubſtance by virtue of this Spirit, is his Men­ſtruum; for he ſeparates again from thence the Spirit of Com­mon Wine, either by Flame, or by quick Lime.
3. That the greater quantity of Sal Armoniack is joyned with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, the ſtronger are theſe Menſtru­ums made; wherefore Baſilius his Menſtruums of this Kind, from which all the common Aqua ardens is ſeparated, are to be reputed among the beſt.
4. That theſe Menſtruums are the Magiſtery of fixed Salts, by Paracelſus call'd the leſs Circulatums, or Arcanum of the Alkali of Tartar, Beans, Wormwood, as alſo common Salt, Alom, Nitre, &c.
5. And therefore that theſe Menſtruums are Medecines.
6. That theſe Menſtruums may be made ſeveral ways; as theſe out of the Sal Armoniack of Lully, by the method of Paracelſus his Circulatums, and ſo on the contrary, provided the Alkalies or fixed ſalts be volatilized, and diſtilled together with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine through an Alembick.
7. That the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine is not eaſily mixed with theſe Salts, but by certain degrees: Firſt, He extracts the Tincture or Soul from them, that is, the more unctuous parts; which being more volatile than the reſt, are then eaſily diſtilled into a volatile Tincture, or (to uſe Luly's phraſe) into the animated Spirit; then the remaining Earth, being now fixed by the ſame means, is again volatilized by abſorbing the ſaid animated Spirit by degrees, and ſublimed into Sal Armoniack.
8. That theſe Sal Armoniacks are ſublimed with a very ſtrong fire.
[Page] 9. That theſe Salts are called Harmoniack, by reaſon of the Harmony ar Perfection of their mixtion. So have you ſaith Lully, the formal Harmoniack mixtion of all the Elements; wherefore wonder not, if we call it Sal Armoniack; for ſo it is called, becauſe of its exalted and ſublimed property the pure and firſt Matter of Nature, Lib. Mercur. pag. 155.
10. That the volatile Salt of Tartar, the volatile Salt of Worm­wood, Carduus Benedictus, &c. common volatile Salt (by Para­celſus call'd Sal enixum) are rightly term'd Sal Harmoniacks, Phi­loſophical Vegetable Mercuries, and Sulphurs of Nature, &c.
11. That the Spirit of Salt, Nitre, Vitriol, Aqua fortis, &c. are by being cohobated with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine made ſweet.


The Sixth KIND. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums made of the Spirit and Tartar of Philoſophical Wine.
[Page]
29. The Coelum Vinoſum of Pariſinus made of the Salt of Philoſophical Wine. In Appendice Eluc. Pag. 271. Vol. 6. Theat. Chym.
TAke the Philoſophers firſt Matter, called Chaos (Vegeta­ble Mercury, the Philoſophers Wine) diſtil its Spirit (ar­dent) and Watery Element (Phlegm) in its convenient Veſſel, as we ſhall teach in its proper place, till its Body remain in the bottom like melted Pitch, which by two diſtillations waſh with its Watery Element, then pour its Spirit to it, four Fingers above it, mixing the Matter well, till it be well united, and ſet the Veſſel to diſtil in Balneo with an eaſie heat: then put it into Putrefaction ſix Days in a convenient Veſſel, and diſtil in Aſhes, (the animated Spirit) then take other Spirit, (ardens) and that being poured to it, put it again into Putrefaction ſix Days, and ſo repeat this Magiſtery, till you ſee that the Spirit has imbibed and extracted the Soul out of the Body, an infallible ſign of which will be, when you ſee its Earth hard and dry: for then may you be aſſured, that the Body is for its health-ſake dead, which you may vivify and make incorruptible, and it will no more fear Death, nor Corruption in this World. Now take the aforeſaid Body, firſt weigh it, then put it in a convenient Veſſel, and pour to it an eighth part of its Spirit (animated Spirit) [Page] which extracted its Soul, then put your Veſſel in a Fire of dige­ſtion, (which we ſhall ſpeak of afterwards) and continue the Fire till you ſee that the Earth hath imbibed its Liquor: then open your Veſſel, put on an Alembick, and gather that little ſweat, which will have the taſte of hot Water: Imbibe now your Matter for a ſecond time with a ſeventh part of the afore­ſaid Spirit, which contains the Soul, and proceed in the metho­dizing of the aforeſaid Magiſtery: Now for a third time im­bibe with a ſixt part, for a fourth time imbibe with a fifth part, for a fifth time imbibe with a fourth part, and do not multiply the weight of the aforeſaid Spirit, but continue it ſo, obſerving the aforeſaid Method, till the Matter, which hath drunk up its Spirit, and is again united with its Soul, be white. Take now the aforeſaid Earth, and put it in convenient ſublimation, the lower part of the Veſſel being luted below the Matter, and make the pure part ſublime from the impure, and ſo will you have our Mercury, which is clear and ſhining as a Diamond. This is that which the Philoſophers do by divers Metaphors, call the firſt Vegetable Matter, Sal Armoniack, our Mercury, our Sulphur of Nature, whereas notwithſtanding 'tis one and the ſame thing. Take the other Simple Spirit, which you firſt ex­tracted out of your Chaos, that which hath not extracted its Soul, and make it more pure and ſubtil by the way following: Take of the Vegetable firſt Matter (Sal Armoniack) which you made before, one Pound, and put it in a convenient Veſſel in Balneo, till the Matter diſſolve it ſelf (per deliquium) then put­ting to an Alembick, diſtil the ſuperfluous Water, then pour on three Pounds of the aforeſaid Simple Spirit (ardens) and the Veſſel being conveniently ſtop'd, as will be manifeſted below, put it into Putrefaction for one Natural Day, after the manner following: Get you a Braſs Veſſel, about one ſpan and a half broad, and three ſpans and a half long, which towards the Ori­fice muſt have a Copper Bottom pierced with many Holes, the Cover whereof, which is to go into the Veſſel, and ſtop it well, muſt have one or two Holes: but the Glaſs Veſſels, which you would put to that Copper Veſſel, ought to be conveniently co­vered: in the lower part of thoſe Copper Veſſels of Putrefaction muſt be common Water, thoſe Copper Veſſels put upon a Fur­nace, making a moderate Fire under, by the ſtrength of which [Page] the fume or vapour of the Water will aſcend, and heat the Veſ­ſels, in which your Matter is; the whole work of our Supream Magiſtery will be matured and prepared by this Method, then diſtil conveniently in Aſhes with a heat, ſcarce unlike to the heat of the Sun, till you have drawn all the Juice from it, then diſſolve the Matter by pouring to it of the aforeſaid Simple Spi­rit three parts, in reſpect of the Matter, which remained in the Veſſel, after the aforeſaid Juice was abſtracted from it; Repeat the Magiſtery a fourth time, proceeding and obſerving all things exactly as above: So will you have the Spirit of your Chaos, which is by the Philoſophers called Fire depurated, reduced from power into act with the Virtue of the Vegetable Matter. Take therefore a Glaſs Veſſel, ſtrong, able to contain the mea­ſure of a common Urne, pure and long, whoſe Neck muſt be ſtrong, and two ſpans and a half long, whoſe Cover muſt be ano­ther Glaſs, called Antenotorium, with a Neck turned downward, containing the fourth part of a common Urne, to be put into the aforeſaid Veſſel: Into this Circulating Veſſel put four Pounds, and no more, of the depurated Spirit, which you brought from power to action, by Virtue of the Vegetable Matter, as I taught you before Circulate in Balneo, or Dung the ſpace of ſixty Days, and when Converſion is made of the Spirit deduced from power to action by the firſt Vegetable Matter, then this you will thereby know, that in the bottom of the Veſſel will be a Sediment, like the Urine of a ſound Man: Then will you ſee a Quinteſſence brighter and clearer then a Diamond, which ex­ceeds the Stars in ſplendour, ſo as to be doubted, whether it be contain'd in the Glaſs or not: which you muſt dexterouſly ſepa­rate from its Sediment, and keep in a Veſſel cloſe ſtopped in a cold place: This is that Virtue which the envious have hidden, and obſcured by innumerable Metaphors, calling it Spiritus Vi­vus, Aqua Argenti vivi, Aqua Vitoe, Aqua Celeſtis, Aqua Dianoe, Anima Menſtrui Vegetabilis, Fumus, Ventus, our Heaven, Menſtru­al Blood, Ʋrine ſublimed, Menſtruum, our Water of Sulphur, our Bleſſed Stone, giving it infinite other Names, which we mention not here, but have by Experience ſeen and known them to be one and the ſame thing.
[Page]
Annotations.
MOſt of the Adepts knew no other but this way of acuating the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, for they believed there was one only thing, and one only Method: but this is not the laſt amongſt the difficult Methods, nor much different from the Coelum Vegetable of Lully made of the Alkali of Tartar. The Tartar of this Wine is leſs Oyly than common Tartar, and therefore adjoyned to this, as a higher Kind; but that we may the better underſtand the Receipt, 'tis convenient to compare it with its Original, taken out of the laſt Teſta­ment of Lully.

30. The Coelum Vinoſum of Lully. In Teſtam. Noviſſ.
TAke Red Wine, which we call the Liquor of Lunaria, and Nigrum nigrius nigro, and diſtil an Aqua ardens in Balneo, and rectify it, till it be without Phlegm, which you will know, when it burns a piece of Linnen Cloth, by reaſon of its heat, which you will make it do in five times, ſometimes in three, and having ſuch a ſign, divide it into two parts, and keep one part for the making of the Menſtruum, and with the other part abſtract the Soul from the Earth (a pitchy maſs) by the way which I ſhall tell you. The way, my Son, is, to diſtil the Phlegm, till it remain in the form of liquid Pitch, then put to it of the Water (ardens) which you rectify'd, ſo much, as to ſwim three Fingers above the Matter, and the Veſſel being very cloſe, ſet it in Dung or Balneo ſix Days to digeſt, after that diſtil all the Water, in which is the Soul, upon hot Aſhes, then increaſe the Fire a little, and take out the Oyl; which keep: then pour in of the other Water (ardens, or Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) as before, and put it in Putrefaction ſix Days, as before, and then diſtil in Aſhes, firſt the Water, then the Oyl, and thus continue the Ma­giſtery the ſame way, till you have extracted all the Soul from the Earth, keep it, becauſe it is the animated Water, and keep the Oyl for the Tincture: Then take the Earth being dry and [Page] hardened, and calcine till it grows white, being white, give the Soul in the Water reſerved to it. My Son! the way is this, Take the Earth being white and depurated (Salt) and know the weight, put it in a Veſſel of Glaſs, and pour upon it an eighth part of the animated Water, the Veſſel being very cloſe, and place it in Balneo three days, till you ſee the ardent Spirit con­denſed in the Balneo, and rectify it, till it be without Phlegm, then having put on an Alembick, draw off the Liquor without taſte, becauſe the Soul hath embraced the Spirit, which is in that part; and imbibe a ſecond time with a ſeventh part of the animated Water, and digeſt as before, and diſtil away the moi­ſture: A third time imbibe with a ſixth part, digeſt and diſtil away the VVater: A fourth time pour on a fifth part of the animated VVater, as before: The fifth time give a fourth part, and digeſt as you know; and continue with the fourth part al­ways digeſting and drawing of the Liquor, till our Earth be pregnant and white: Then take the Earth being pregnant, and put it in a ſubliming Veſſel luted and very cloſe in a Fire of the third degree, the ſpace of twenty four Hours, and ſublime the pure from the impure: And thus my Son will you have the Ve­getable Mercury ſublimed, clear, reſplendent in the Form of a wonderful Salt. Know you muſt my Son, that the Philoſophers and we do call it properly Vegetable Sulphur, Sal Armoniack, our Sulphur, the Sulphur of Nature, and many other Names we alſo give it. Take, my Son, of this Vegetable Sulphur, which you made, one Ounce, put it in a Glaſs Veſſel, and pour upon it three Ounces of the VVater, (Aqua ardens rectifyed to the higheſt) re­vealed to you before, and the Veſſel being covered cloſe, put it in Balneo for one Natural Day, then Diſtil in Aſhes, till all aſcend that can, then know the weight of the Salt remaining at the bottom of the Veſſel, and pour to it three times its weight of the aforeſaid Aqua ardens, and put it in our Balneo the ſpace of one natural Day, then Diſtil in Aſhes, and thus do three times: Then is all the Vegetable Salt come over the Helm with its own VVater, and mixture is made, and the Water clear, which we call Simple Menſtruum. My Son! Take a Glaſs Veſſel, which muſt be white Glaſs and ſound, and it muſt be a large Veſſel, and put into it four Pounds, or ſix (at moſt) of this Menſtruum thus ſimply diſſolved, and the Veſſel being well ſhut and ſealed, [Page] put it in Balneo or Dung, the ſpace of ſixty Days, and it will in that time be converted into a Quinteſſence exceeding Glorious and Odoriferous, which you will know, when you ſee in the bottom of the Veſſel a Sediment, like that in the Urine of a well Complexioned Youth, and it will be clear and reſplendent, as a Star of Heaven: Keep it in a hot and moiſt place, as is a Balneo, ſeparating it firſt from its Sediment, and ſealing the Veſſel well as may be.
Both Receipts agree in all things, except that Lully calcines the dead Earth, and by diſſolving in common Water and calcining, puri­fies it; Pariſinus not ſo: this Earth notwithſtanding ſeeming by this way of putrifying to be made fitter for the Reception of its Spirit; The Receipts conſiſt of theſe two parts, the preparation of the Vege­table Sal Armoniack, and the Reduction of the ſame Salt into a li­quid Subſtance or Menſtruum: The preparation of the Sal Armoni­ack is effected by two Operations: In the firſt, the Soul is extracted out of the Body by Virtue of the Spirit, to exanimate and fix the Earth, and make it melt like Wax on a red hot Plate: In the ſe­cond, the Soul is ſtored to this fixed Earth by times, and this vari­ouſly, to make it Volatile: In both Receipts as well of Lully, as Pa­riſinus, the animated Spirit is reſtored to the Earth ſo exanimated, in an eighth, ſeventh, ſixth, fifth, and fourth part of its weight, till it wholly evaporates upon a fiery hot Plate; this method of im­pregnating, or revivifying the Dead Body will be confirmed and illu­ſtrated by the
Vegetable Sal Armoniack of Pariſinus. In Apertorio Cap. F. and L. and parte ſecunda Ci­tharoe vel Violettoe, and Cap. 5. Elucid. pag. 235. Vol. 6. Theat. Chym.
OUr Vegetable Mercury is that Principle to be admired above all other things of this Art, which conſiſts in the preparation and ablution of its moſt precious Earth, which is of ſo great Virtue, as not to be comprehended by the wit of any Men, thoſe only excepted, who have attained to the miraculous effects of it. Our purpoſe is to take the matter remaining (in [Page]the diſtillation of Philoſophical Wine) like melted pitch, to which pour of its Death (Phlegm) the height of four fingers above it, agitate; that the tincture, or unctuous ſuperfluous part of it may be diſſolved, let the matter ſettle, decant the tincture, to the remaining matter pour new Phlegm, agitating and decanting ſo oft, till no more tincture aſcends, and the Earth remains white, ſparkling like a Diamond, which dry in the Sun or ſome ſuch heat; being dryed and pulverized, pour to it of C, that is, its (ardent) Spirit, ſo much as will ſwim upon it the ſpace of four Fingers, digeſt in a blind Head three natural Days, then diſtil with a ſlender heat of Aſhes, till the Veins diſappear, take away the Receiver, ſtop it well, put another to, diſtil away all the Phlegm with a Fire ſomewhat ſtronger, cool the Veſſel, take out the Matter being hardened, pulverize, and putting it in the ſame Veſſel, pour to it of C the breadth of three Fingers, lute, and putrefie three days, take away the blind Head, diſtil through an Alembick, till the Veins aſcend, then change the Receiver, as before, repeat theſe Operations, till the Earth remain white, and fume not upon a hot Plate: Now take a Phial, put the aforeſaid Earth into it, lute well the Neck of the Phial, and ſet it to di­geſt, or calcine rather in Aſhes, and you will have your moſt precious Earth now ſit to receive its Spirit (animated) or Soul, with the conſervation of its radical moiſture. Take this Earth, put it in a round Veſſel, a hands breadth deep, broad about the Orifice, and imbibe it with its Soul, or animated Spirit, as we ſhall declare, cap. L. thus have you ſo full an Inſtruction of this Matter, that 'tis impoſſible for you to err, if you be a faithful Chriſtian. I promiſed (he goes on cap. L.) to give you full di­rection for the making of all ſorts of Sulphurs for our Magiſtery, that is, Mineral, Vegetable, and Animal Sulphur. Wonder not, that I did firſt ſublime, and vivify the Mineral Sulphur of Na­ture, I doing this, to give them in order, and that you might the better attend your Practice and Theory: though I know, you are not ignorant, that no diſſolution can be made without either Vegetable or Animal Sulphur. Now to our purpoſe; Take the Vegetable Earth prepared, as I taught you cap. F. im­bibe it with its animated Spirit, giving an eighth part of it, (in reſpect of the Earth) cover the Veſſel with a Blind Head, digeſt eight days in Balneo, then lay aſide this Head, and draw of all [Page] the inſipid moiſture in a gentle heat of Aſhes, or of the Sun: then imbibe with a ſeventh part, digeſting in Balneo, and diſtil­ling in Aſhes, as before; then imbibe with a ſixth, then a fifth; laſtly a fourth part, and with this quantity repeat the reſt of the imbibitions, till the Earth hath drank up two parts and more of its weight: Then take the Earth out of the Veſſel, pulverize, and put a little of it upon a red hot Plate, if the greateſt part of it fume away, put the powder into a Sublimatory, and ſublime the Philoſophers Sal Armoniack, giving the beginning of Vegeta­tion to both the terreſtrial Luminaries (Gold and Silver) with­out which, neither the Vegetable nor Animal Work, yea nothing at all can be done in this Magiſtery.
This Volatilization of the fixed Earth the Adepts performed other ways alſo, not always obſerving the order of the aforeſaid weights of the animated Spirit, in the reſuſcitation or impregnation of the dead Body: For ſometimes they imbibed this exanimated Earth with an eighth part of its animated Spirit ſo oft, till it became animated again, and was made Volatile. Thus Lully made his.

The Vegetable Sal Armoniack of Lully. Libro de materia Vegetabili in practica quarta.
TAke excellent Wine either red or white, diſtil by the Rule of Art an ardent Spirit, burning Cotton, evaporate the Phlegm till the Matter remain thick, as melted pitch, to which pour of the ardent Spirit ſo much, as to ſwim four Fingers above it: digeſt for a week in Balneo, then diſtil the animated Spirit by Aſhes, to the Earth pour new ardent Spirit, repeating ſo oft, till the Earth remain dry, and in the Form of powder: More­over, you muſt from the Earth diſtil an Oyl in Aſhes with a Fire ſufficiently ſtrong, ſo as that the Earth being laid on a red hot Plate, caſts forth no fume. That Oyl, as alſo the Phlegm are of no value in the preſent Work. Calcine or Reverberate the ſaid Earth in a cloſe Veſſel, to which pour of the animated ardent Spirit an eigth part in an Alembick, digeſt in Balneo three days, then gently draw off the ſuperfluous moiſture, being inſipid as common Water, imbibe as before, and continue ſo oft, till the [Page] Earth in a cloſe Veſſel, to which pour of the animated ardent Spirit an eighth part in an Alembick, digeſt in Balneo three days, then gently draw off the ſuperfluous moiſture, being inſipid as common Water, imbibe as before, and continue ſo oft, till the Earth be made Volatile, which you will know, if a little of it put on a red hot Plate be almoſt wholly evaporated: This impregna­ted Earth ſublime with a ſubliming Fire the ſpace of twenty four Hours: The Volatile and ſublimed Salt ſublime by it ſelf yet twice, which is to be with the ardent Spirit diſſolved, diſtilled, and forty or fifty days Circulated into an Odoriferous Liquor.
Sometimes they impregnated the Earth from the beginning to the compleat ſaturity of it, with a fourth part of the animated Spirit, thus:

The Vegetable Sal Armoniack of Lully. In Apertorio ſuo.
TAke of the beſt Juice of Lunaria, that you can find, one Pound or two, and put it into a Veſſel with an Alembick, the ſeams being well joynted and luted, ſet it in a little Furnace, and underneath make a Fire of one wiek, and with ſuch a gentle heat let the aforeſaid Spirits be diſtilled, and ſo long, till it be­gins to make Veins: When therefore the Phlegm begins to ſhew Veins, then is it a ſign, that the Spirit is diſtilled, which contains in it all the perfection of Life, and then take that diſtilled Spirit, and keep it very choicely in a Glaſs well ſtopt with white Wax, then put another Receiver under the Alembick, and receive the ſecond Water, becauſe it retains yet ſomething of the aforeſaid Spirit, though not ſo ſtrong as the firſt: diſtil from that ſecond Water ſo long, till nothing elſe comes but Phlegm, which is no otherwiſe then as common Water, taſting a little, if it has yet any Virtue, than may you diſtil yet more, but if it be as the other Water pure in taſte, then lay aſide the Receiver with that ſecond Water, and put another Glaſs to receive all the Phlegm, diſtil­ling ſo long, till nothing more diſtils, and then let all the Phlegm be poured away, becauſe it is that, which brings Death to our [Page] Precious Stone, and this the vulgar knows not, but we know. Now have you the Earth, which remained in the bottom of the Veſſel black, like melted Pitch: For that calcination of the Earth cannot be done with a ſtrong Fire, as Sophiſters believe, but it is done by its own Spirit, which keeps it from burning, be­cauſe its Spirit draws the Soul from its Body, and repels its ſu­perfluous Phlegm, and mortifies the Earth, and then viviſies it: Now therefore calcine the aforeſaid Earth in this manner; Take the ſecond diſtilled Water (Aqua ardens mix'd with Phlegm) and pour it upon the black Earth (Pitch) in its Veſſel, and mix well, till it be diſſolved, becauſe the Earth is preſently diſſolved. Then put on an Alembick, and lute well, and diſtil the Spirit with one wick, as I told you before, till you ſee Veins, then again ſeparate the Receiver of the Alembick with the Spirits, and ſet it apart, and put another Receiver to, and diſtil on, looking if there be yet any Spirits there, if not, then the Water which is diſtill'd, hath a taſte like hot common Spring Water, which put away again, becauſe ſuch Water is Phlegmatick, which cauſeth Death to our Stone: And after the whole diſtillation take the Veſſel with all the Matter, which you will then find more hard than before, and this is the reaſon, becauſe that Spirit hath attract­ed the Aereral Soul to it from its Body, it being the place in which the Soul is contained: that Operation repeat ſo oft, till you ſee your Matter calcined in the bottom in the Form of a black Powder, or even ſo long, till you ſee no more Phlegm ariſe, ſo as the laſt Water to be of as great virtue, ſtrength, ſmell and taſte, as the firſt: And you muſt not be ignorant, that in the third diſtillation thoſe two Spirits (ill and well rectify'd) are to be mixed together upon their Earth, ſo long, till the Earth and Spirits have thoſe ſigns aforeſaid, namely, the Earth be calcined, and the Spirits yield no Phlegm. Then take the Earth, and with it a fourth part of its weight of the Spirit, and put the Mat­ter into your Veſſel, which we call Retentorium, and place it in a Furnace, continuing an eaſie heat ſo long, till the Spirit be alto­gether coagulated in the Earth. Know Son! that the Body, which was Dead, puts on white Garments, as, if God pleaſe, you ſhall ſee, when you try the things aforeſaid. Son! this muſt you repeat with new Spirit ſo long, till you ſee the Earth altoge­ther white as Snow: and then is the Earth big and impregna­ted [Page] with Eternal clarity, which will bring forth an Infant, ac­cording to this way: When the Earth is very white, then Son! take it out of its Veſſel, and grind it into a moſt fine powder, and this do upon a Glaſs Plate, then again put it into a Veſſel, luting the Joynts of it well, and ſet it on a little Furnace, and kindle a Fire, continuing it for thirty Hours, and in the corners and ſides of the Veſſel you will find our Infant, born and reſuſci­tated in the likeneſs of a powder, moſt white, moſt fair, and in ſuch clearneſs, as the Body of Silver: Keep it therefore in high eſteem, becauſe it is your Terra foliata, and it is called the Spirit of ſublimed Bodies, converted into Terra foliata; ſo winto the ſame the Soul, &c.
Sometimes they impregnated this Earth without obſerving any weight, as thus:

Another Vegetable Sal Armoniack of Lully. In Luce Mercuriorum.
TAke Wine red or white, putrify it in Balneo twenty days at leaſt, that the parts of it may be diſunited, and the better ſeparated, then by diſtillation of Balneo, with a moſt gentle Fire draw off the Aqua ardens, which put in rectification ſo oft, till nothing of the Phlegm remains: then draw off the Phlegm by diſtillation with a Fire of Aſhes, till a certain matter remains in the bottom of the Veſſel like liquid Pitch, and the ſaid Phlegm put apart: then take the ſaid matter, and pour to it of the Phlegm ſo much, as to ſwim four Fingers above it, and put it for two days in Balneo, then one day in a Fire of Aſhes, that it may boyl leiſurely, and you will find the Phlegm much coloured, which empty into another Veſſel: ſet it in Balneo again for two days with new Phlegm, and for one day in Aſhes, then empty it into another Veſſel, and thus proceed till the Phlegm will be no more coloured, and if Phlegm be wanting, then take the colour­ed Phlegm, and by diſtillation draw off one half, or a third part of it by Balneo, and operate with it as before; but when that Phlegm is no more coloured, then will there remain in the bot­tom of the Veſſel an Earth almoſt white, the Phlegm having at­tracted [Page] all the Oyl out of it: if you would ſeparate them aſun­der, put them in diſtillation of Balneo, then the Phlegm only riſeth, and the Oyl will remain in the bottom of the Veſſel moſt red. Take this Earth, and pour to the ſame of Mercury, (Vegetable, or Aqua ardens) ſo as to ſwim two Fingers above it, and put it in a Fire of Aſhes for one natural Day, ſo as to boyl gently, then draw off (diſtil) the Earth by a Fire of Aſhes as be­fore, and put it apart: And of new Aqua ardens pour to the ſaid Earth ſo much, as to ſwim two Fingers above it, and ſet it in Aſhes for a Natural Day, then draw it off by diſtilling in Aſhes as before: and thus proceed till there be no more Spirit (elſe­where called Soul) remaining in the Earth, but all paſs'd over with the Aqua ardens, which you may know by the Earth re­maining in a moſt impalpable powder, and putting it on a Fire­hot Plate it will yield no ſmoak, which will be a ſign, that it is without Spirit (Soul): which Earth put then into digeſtion in an Athanor, and there let it ſtand ten days in a continued Fire. Then take of the Aqua ardens, in which the Spirit (Soul) is, and pour it upon the ſaid Earth, ſwimming one Finger above it, and put it in an Athanor for one Natural Day: then ſet it in Balneo, and by diſtillation draw off the Aqua ardens without the Spirit (Soul) the Spirit remaining in the Earth, then pour on other Aqua ardens; and thus reiterate, till the Earth hath drank up all its Spirit, which you will know by putting the Earth upon a red hot Plate, becauſe the greateſt part of it will turn into Smoak; which Earth digeſt for ſix Natural Days in an Athanor, then put it in Aſhes, increaſing the Fire, till by the ſublimation the Vegetable Mercury riſeth at the ſides of the Veſſel, and in the bottom remains the Terra damnata, which is not an ingredi­ent to our Work: Which Mercury gather ſpeedily, and whilſt it is new; after its riſing, mix it with its Water for two days, and it becomes a Water which hath wherewithal to diſſolve all Metals with the preſervation of their Form, and this Water we call Vegetable Menſtruum.
Animal Sal Armoniacks may alſo be made the ſame way as Vege­table Sal Armoniacks thus is made.

The animal Sal Armoniack of Lully. In Teſtam. Noviſſimo.
[Page]
SOn! there is another way of this animal Sulphur of Nature, in which there is moſt accurate knowledge, as in Vegetables, which you muſt perform by the method which we ſhall teach you; and Son! the way is to take the Urine of Young Men of good Complexion, and put it in a Glaſs Veſſel forty days, till it be putrified: then take a Cucurbit, and putting on an Alem­bick in Balneo for the ſpace of forty hours, diſtil a clear Water, and the Spirit will remain in the Earth (the Soul as Pitch) dry it being well luted, and rectify the Water ſeven times, and the white Salt (Volatile) which it made in every diſtillation gather warily, that it may not feel the Air, and put it in its Water (Spi­rit.) Then put the Earth and Water (Pitch and Spirit) toge­ther in Balneo or Dung for four days, then diſtil in the ſame Bal­neo, and put it again upon the Ea [...], digeſt and diſtil again as before four days; then take the Water by it ſelf, and put it in Dung the ſpace of two Natural D [...]ys, and diſtil in Balneo, and again putrify in Dung, and continue this order five times: Then is the Water (Spirit) perfectly rectify'd and clear. This work being ended, reſtore the Water to the Earth (Pitch) and ſet it in Dung, then diſtil in Balneo, and dry up the Earth and the Alem­bick being taken off, and another Cover put on, ſublime for the ſpace of twenty four hours the animal Sulphur of Nature: Then gather it together, and upon the Earth, which remained, pour its (animated) Water, and put it in Dung, and diſtil in Bal­neo, dry and ſublime as before, repeating, till all the Sulphur be ſublimed. Son! We have revealed to you every way of know­ing our Vegetable Sulphurs, and alſo the animal Sulphur, with a Declaration of the whole Magiſtery. Now, with the help of God, we ſhew you, that there is one way and means in the ani­mal and in the Vegetable, without any variation.
This Receipt being leſs clear, in making no mention of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and yet of no worth without it; I will therefore add his ſixth Experiment of the rational Animal, where thus: [Page] Very great, certainly, and incomprehenſible Gifts hath the moſt high God vouchſafed to us; in the acknowledgment of which, our Duty is both Day and Night to love, worſhip, and revere him with our whole heart, and everywhere extol his Name with all our might: for beſides his creating us out of nothing, and redeeming us with his moſt precious Blood, he hath alſo made Man partaker of all the Bleſſings contained in the greater World, and for this reaſon is called Microcoſm; for it has by di­vine inſpiration been revealed to us, that all Virtues as well Ani­mal and Vegetable, as Mineral are in Man himſelf, and this very thing I will prove to be true by this wonderful Experiment: Take the Urine of Boys, which muſt be from the eighth to the twelfth Year, and no more; which Urine gather from thoſe Boys in the Morning, riſing out of Bed, a great quantity of which 'tis convenient for you to have, which muſt be very well putrified in a Glaſs Veſſel, the Veſſel being ſtop'd, not to reſpire, two parts of which Veſſel muſt be full, the other empty, and thus ought it to be placed in Horſe Dung to putrify, till the Urine grows black, which commonly happens within forty or fifty days: but that the Urine may putrify and grow black in a ſhorter ſpace of time, this we have had for a ſecret, and proved it by true Experiment, tha [...]  [...]ixing and joyning a Cup of Aqua Vitoe, (Philoſophical) but firſt highly rectified with the aforeſaid Urine, will accelerate Putrefaction: Putrefaction being done, put the Urine in an Urinal, (Cucurbit) with an Alembick and Receiver carefully ſtop'd, two parts of which Veſſel muſt be full, but the third empty, and diſtil in Balneo with a gentle Fire one part of three, or till it produceth Veins in the Head, which Veins being vaniſhed and gone, remove the Receiver, and being very cloſe ſtop'd keep it with the diſtilled Water, which is the Mercury (Spirit) of it, in a place as cold as you can: then con­tinue the diſtillation, increaſing the Fire, and its Phlegm will be diſtilled, which requires a ſtronger Fire to go over the Helm: and thus continue diſtilling, till the Body appears in the likeneſs of Honey, or melted Pitch, then let the Veſſel cool, and keep the Phlegm, which ſhall diſtil: Then take the firſt Mercury, or firſt Spirit, which you diſtill'd in the beginning, and rectify it thus: Put it into a large Cucurbit an Arm and a half high, then put into the Mouth of the ſaid Veſſel Cotton enough to ſtop [Page] the Mouth of it; which Cotton muſt be firſt moiſtened with Oyl, and preſſed out, and tyed to a Hempen Thred, that when you have a mind, you may draw it out of the Neck of the Veſ­ſel, and that the Cotton may not fall into the Cucurbit; then put an Alembick to the Cucurbit with a Receiver, the Joynts be­ing very cloſe, beſmeared with Wheat-Flower and Linnen Swaths, that is, impaſted with the Pap of Flower bound faſt to the Neck of the Cucurbit, to keep the Veſſels from reſpiring, which paſt (Chymical Lute) being dryed, put the Cucurbit to a Fire of Balneo, boyling gently, and the matter will be ſublimed into a moſt precious Salt: Yet Son! take notice of this, that the Beak of the Alembick muſt be large and wide, leſt the Salt riſing and ſubliming out of the Cucurbit ſhould ſtop the Mouth of the Beak of the Alembick, when it flows over into the Recei­ver; for if ſo, the Veſſels would be broken, as it hath alſo hap­pened to us, when we brought this Experiment to practice; when you ſee all the Salt gone over by diſtillation, there will remain in the Cucurbit a certain Phlegmatick Water, which throw away, as nothing worth; but the Salt empty with care, and keep it in a Glaſs Veſſel very cloſe ſtop'd, which Salt will be Volatile, and we will uſe it either for the diſſolving of Bodies, or for the making of Medecines. There is alſo another way of rectifying or purging the aforeſaid animal Spirit or Mercury: Take there­fore that animal Spirit, and diſtil by Balneo, and half the Liquor being gone over, remove the Receiver, and throw away that which remains in the Veſſel: that which is diſtilled, diſtil again, taking two parts of it, what remains in the Veſſel throw away again as before, and what is gone over, diſtil again a third time, and take little leſs than all of it, and thus will you have the ani­mal Spirit or Mercury perfectly rectify'd, wherewith you may exanimate your Earth, which you had before remaining in the likeneſs of liquid Pitch: Take therefore that liquid Pitch, or rather Earth diſſolved, and pour upon it ſo much of the afore­ſaid animal Spirit, as to riſe four Fingers above it, the Veſſel with its Antenotorium lute, with Wax gummed, that it exhale not, then ſhake the Veſſel or Urinal very well, that the Spirit may be incorporated, and the Earth being well joyned with the Spirit diſſolved, put it in putrefaction for two Natural Days, then take away the Antenotorium, and immediately put on an [Page] Alembick with a Receiver, lute well to prevent reſpiring, and diſtil by Aſhes: Have a care of the fumes when you open the Veſſel, for they are exceeding ſtrong. All the Spirit therefore being by diſtillation gone over, increaſe the Fire, that the Soul may be imprinted into the diſtilled Water, and laſtly again in­creaſe the Fire thus gradually, till ſome other Salt or Sulphur be ſublimed: When no more will ſublime, cool the Veſſel, and ga­ther the ſublimation, and lay it with the animated Spirit lately diſtilled; then take out the hard and burned matter remaining in the Veſſel, and grind it, and pour again to it of new Spirit as above, cover the Veſſel with its Antenotorium again as above, and putrify, then take away the Antenotorium, and putting on an Alembick with a Receiver well ſtop'd, diſtil the animated Spirit by Aſhes; which being diſtill'd again as before, increaſe the Fire at laſt, that ſome part of the Oyl may be forc'd over, and the other part of the Sulphur ſublimed; but when you ſee nothing more will diſtil, nor any thing ſublime, ſuffer the Veſſel to cool, and keep the animated Spirit laſt diſtilled with the other diſtilled before: So alſo, if any part of the Salt aſcends by ſublimation, mix it together with the aforeſaid Spirit as before, and keep them all in a Veſſel cloſe ſtop'd: then again pour new Spirit upon the Earth, ſo as to riſe three Fingers above it, and joyning an Ante­notorium to it, putrify as before, and then diſtil in Aſhes as be­fore: but when nothing more will diſtil, increaſe the Fire as much as poſſible by adding fuel, that the Earth may be calcined, and in this third Operation converted into a Beretine or aſh Co­lour, then the Veſſel being cold, and the Receiver with the ani­mated Spirit taken away, keep it with the reſt of the animated Spirit, but put the Earth into a Veſſel of Earth or Chalk, which muſt be ſound, and able to endure Fire, covered with the like Veſſel, giving it as ſtrong a heat as can be made with wood, and ſo continue two days, then by that time you will have calcined the Earth; the Veſſel being cold, draw out the ſaid Earth, which will be almoſt white, or of an aſh Colour clear and bright, pour ſo much of its Phlegm upon it, as will ſwim four Fingers above it, and let it boyl in Aſhes four Hours, and then decant the Liquor warily into another Veſſel, and keep it; dry the remaining Earth, and pour to it again of new Phlegm as before, then make it boyl as before, then decant as before, and dry the Earth; thus re­peat [Page] the Magiſtery till all the Earth is diſſolved, or the moſt part of it imprinted into that Phlegm, which probably will hap­pen in the third or fourth diſſolution: if any thing remains un­diſſolved, throw it away, for it is an empty Earth of no Virtue, but the Earth which was diſſolved in the Phlegm, paſs through a Filtre, and then again through a moſt fine Linnen Cloth, which done, congeal the diſſolution in a moſt gentle Fire of Aſhes, in a Glaſs Urinal, to which muſt be put an Alembick with its Recei­ver: which being congealed, diſſolve again in the ſame Water lately filtred, then paſs it through a Cloth again, and laſtly con­geal it as before: But this Magiſtery you muſt reiterate, till it yields no more Terreſtreity in the Filtre: Then keep our Phyſi­cal Sal Armoniack, our Animal Sulphur, our fixed Animal Mercu­ry, whereof lay a little upon a hot Plate, and if it melt as Wax without ſmoak, it is a ſign you have the Argent vive fixed, and perfectly depurated, wherewith you will be able to accompliſh many Experiments: This is that Mercury, which hath afford­ed us moſt ſeaſonable ſuccour, as ſhall be manifeſted in the fol­lowing Experiments.
To this exanimated Earth reſtore the animated Spirit by various imbibitions, according to the ways deſcribed in the preparations of Vegetable Sal Armoniacks, becauſe, ſaith Lully, there is but one way and method in the animal, as in the Vegetable, nothing va­rying.
But the ways of making theſe Salts being very tedious, we will for a concluſion add Lully's way of abbreviation.

The Vegetable Sal Armoniack made by the accurtation of Lully. In Teſtam. Noviſſ.
THis Sulphur (of Nature) may, my Son! with the help of God be wonderfully abbreviated, and the way is this: To take our liquid Pitch (after the Phlegm is drawn off) and put it into a Cucurbit, in a Fire of the third degree, and extract the Oyl, till the Earth remains dry and burned. My Son! calcine as I have taught you, and purify the Earth, and to ſeparate the [Page] Salt from it, and upon it pour a forth part of the Spirit, which is in the ſecond Water, (diſtilled out of the Ritch) and digeſt as above; then drawing off the Liquor (ſuperfluous, inſipid, and to be caſt away) pour again a fourth part, digeſt and dry as before, till the Earth be pregnant, the ſign will be, that nothing more (of the aforeſaid Phlegm or Liquor) will diſtil, ſublime, and you will have the Vegetable Sulphur clean and pure, and of the ſame Virtue with the firſt. I charge you, my Son! with the fear of God, not to reveal this moſt excellent way of abbreviation to any Man.
Pariſinus in his way of making Vegetable Sal Armoniack, de­clares the Oyl extracted out of the Pitch of Philoſophical Wine, to be ſuperfluous and inconſonant, Separate, ſaith he, all the ſuper­fluous unctuoſities, which do burn the perfect and precious Ele­ments mix'd and latent in that Vegetable Matter, and are repug­nant to that compoſition: and a little after; After the ſeparation of the ſuperfluous unctuoſity, and aereal ſubſtance, which blacks and burns the other precious Elements of this compoſition, pour to it its ardent and celeſtial Spirit. Yea, Lully himſelf has in ſome Experiments before declared, that Oyl, as alſo the Phlegm of this Wine to be of no Virtue in the preſent Work: nevertheleſs in this accurtation of Sal Armoniack, he not only uſeth the ſaid Oyl, and in­deed (which you may wonder at) for the abbreviation, of a moſt tedious labour, but alſo affirms that Sal Armoniack thus prepared, is of the ſame Virtue with the reſt. Sometimes he uſed alſo the Water or ani­mated Spirit, together with the Oyl, for preſent abbreviation, thus:

Another Vegetable Sal Armoniack by the Accurtation of Lully. Lib. de materia Vegetabili in practica ſeptima.
TAke the beſt red Wine, diſtil the ardent Spirit, according to Art, ſo as to burn Cotton, after that the Phlegm, up­on the matter remaining in the bottom of the Alembick, being thick as liquid Pitch, pour the Phlegm half a foot above it, let it boyl three Hours, decant the tinged Phlegm, pour on other, re­peating [Page] ſo oft, till no more will be tinged, if you have not Phlegm enough, you muſt draw off the tinged Phlegms in Balneo, which being evaporated, a Vegetable Oyl will remain in the bottom of the Glaſs, the tincture being drawn out of the Phlegm, the mat­ter will remain like a dry Earth, upon this dry Earth pour of the ardent Spirit the height of four Fingers, let it boyl two Hours, that which is in the mean time diſtill'd pour again to the Earth, let it ſettle two Hours, then decant the animated Spirit from the Spirit or Soul of the Earth, pour new Spirit upon the Earth, doing as before, three times: The Earth being black and calci­ned, put into a Glaſs with a long Neck, and pour the Vegetable Oyl (aforeſaid) to it, digeſt in Aſhes ten days, then decant, and put it into an Alembick, to which add a fourth part of the ardent Spirit animated, digeſt in a vaporous Balneo for twenty four Hours, then continue the ſuperaddition of the other three parts of the animated Spirit every twenty four Hours, then diſtil away the ſuperfluous, inſipid, and uſeleſs Liquor gently by Aſhes, and augmenting the Fire by degrees, ſublime the Volatile Salt, &c.
Hitherto of the various preparations of Vegetable Sal Armoni­acks. We will now proceed to the other part of the Coelum Vinoſum, namely, the ſeveral ways of reducing theſe Salts into a liquid ſub­ſtance. The Adepts did for the moſt part diſtil through an Alembick one part of Vegetable Sal Armoniack with three parts of the Aqua ardens, to which Liquor they added again one part of the aforeſaid Salt, and diſtill'd, and that they repeated three, and ſometimes four times, to make the weight of the Salt and Water equal; for the great­er the quantity of the ſame Salt, the ſtronger is the quality of the Menſtruum, then laſtly they circulated the Menſtruum, thereby to make it more pure and excellent: But though this Method was more in uſe among the Adepts, yet either their curioſity or ſedulity found out alſo other ways; ſo inſtead of the Aqua ardens, wherewith they prepared the Vegetable Sal Armoniack, as well as the Men­ſtruum, they ſometimes took Aqua ardens circulated, or the Heaven, or Eſſence of Philoſophical Wine, deſcribed in Numb. 1. It is thus done,


31. Coelum Vegetabile of Lully Circulated. Lib. de materia Vegetabili in practica quinta.
[Page]
TAke the beſt white Wine, diſtil the ardent Spirit till it burns Cotton; put this Spirit into a Circulatory two thirds empty, ſtrengthen the Mouth with Wax, and Bury it in hot Dung, with its Mouth downward, for the Spirit to be circula­ted and digeſted the ſpace of forty five Days, or till it ſwims above more pure and clear, (in the Form of an Oyl, ſee the Hea­ven, or Eſſence of Philoſophical Wine, in Numb. 1.) having ſeen this ſign, take out the Glaſs warily, and with a Needle perforate the Wax, that the impure may flow out, then ſuddenly turn up the Circulatory, that the pure or more fine may remain, which we call the ardent Spirit circulated, which is of a moſt delicious Sent: now take the reſidue, from which the Spirit of Wine was drawn, and diſtil the Phlegm; and upon the matter remaining like melted Pitch, pour the ſaid Phlegm, ſo as to ſwim four Fin­gers above it, digeſt two days in Balneo, decant the tinged Phlegm, and pour on other, and that repeat ſo often, till the Phlegm will be no more tinged, which is a thing uſeleſs in this operation: Now the Earth calcine in a Reverberatory, pulve­rize, put it in an Alembick, and imbibe with an eighth part of the ardent Spirit circulated, digeſt in Balneo, and diſtil ſome cer­tain ſuperfluous moiſture by Aſhes: continue this imbibition, digeſtion, and diſtillation, till the Earth be impregnated with the dry Spirit, which was in the ardent Spirit circulated, of which the ſign will be, if it doth almoſt all evaporate, being a little of it caſt upon a red hot Plate: This impregnated Earth being put into a Sublimatory, ſublime according to Art into a Volatile Salt, which digeſt in Balneo two days and more, with ſix parts of the ardent Spirit circulated, decant the diſſolution gently, and if any thing remain undiſſolved, proceed with it as before, this diſſolution circulate thirty days, and it will be a Quinteſſence to be compared in Virtue with the Aurum potabile of the Ancients.
As theſe Menſtruums are made either weaker or ſtronger accord­ing[Page]to the variety of weight, ſo alſo are they more or leſs pure, by longer, or ſhorter, or altogether neglected circulation, for ſome Men­ſtruums there are of this kind, which the Adepts circulated not: For an Example take the following.

32. The leſs Vegetable Menſtruum of Lully. Lib. de materia Vegetabili in practica prima.
TAke the beſt Wine (red is the beſt) two pounds of it, put into a Cucurbit with a blind Head, and luting the joynts well, put it in Balneo, to putrify kindly the ſpace of forty five days, then fit an Alembick to it, and augment the heat, that the ardent Spirit may be diſtill'd, which rectify thrice by it ſelf, or till it is free from all Phlegm, and burns Cotton; keep this ardent Spirit well ſtop'd in a cold place: take the matter remaining in the firſt diſtillation, and draw off the Phlegm, till it remain thick like liquid Pitch, upon which pour of the Spiritus ardens ſo much, as to be the ſpace of four Fingers above it, digeſt three days in Balneo, then diſtil gently by Aſhes three days, and by Virtue of a ſtronger Fire, the ardent Spirit will carry over the Soul with it, which it could not do in Balneo; keep the diſtil­lation: To the remaining Matter pour new Spirit, doing ſo often, till all the Soul be come over, and that you will know, if by being projected in a ſmall quantity upon a red hot Plate, it yields no ſmoak, becauſe the matter is now deprived of its Soul, which we call dry Earth, which imbibe with an eighth part of the animated ardent Spirit, digeſt for three days in Bal­neo, then diſtil gently in Aſhes the ſuperfluous Liquor, being inſipid as common Water: make the ſecond imbibition with a ſeventh part, and ſo continue doing as before, till the Earth be made heavier by a fourth part of its weight, and it will be diſ­poſed to a reduction into a Volatile Salt by the way of ſublima­tion: This Earth therefore being well pulverized, put into a Sublimatory, adminiſtring Fire according to Art, and that which you find ſublimed white as Snow, is the Volatile Salt, which keep in a Veſſel well ſtop'd: Take of this Volatile Salt one part, of the ardent Spirit ſix parts, digeſt in Aſhes, and the [Page] diſſolution is the Vegetable Quinteſſence apt to diſſolve the per­fect Bodies of Sol and Luna, to make an Elixir, and other Me­dicines precious and grateful.
Vegetable Sal Armoniack diſſolv'd in Aqua ardens (one part of the Salt to ſix of the Spirit) makes the preſent Menſtruum; but the following is prepared from Sal Armoniack reſolved per deliquium.

33. The Vegetable Menſtruum per deli­quium of Lully. Lib. de materia Vegetabili in Practica ſecunda.
TAke the beſt white-Wine, putrify it in Balneo twenty days, or longer, then diſtil the Spiritus ardens according to Art, till it burns Cotton; then draw off the Phlegm, till the matter remains in the bottom of the Veſſel thick as liquid Pitch, to which matter pour ſo much of the Phlegm, as will ſwim four Fingers above it, digeſt in Balneo two days, and in Aſhes one day, decant the tinged Phlegm; pour new Phlegm to the mat­ter, doing as before, till no more will be tinged, and the matter remains at the bottom of the Veſſel like a white Earth, upon this Earth pour the height of two Fingers of the ardent Spirit, digeſt for a day in Aſhes, and the Soul which is in the Earth, will en­ter into the ardent Spirit, decant the ardent Spirit being anima­ted, pour off the ardent Spirit again upon the Earth, doing it ſo oft as before, till the Spirit draws out no more Soul, and the Earth remains in the Form of a moſt fine powder, being deſpoil­ed of all its Soul, which you will know, if it ſmoaks not upon a fiery Plate; this Earth digeſt ten days in Aſhes, then put it in Balneo, and pour of the tinged Phlegm ſo much, as will ſwim two Fingers over it, diſtil in Balneo, caſt away the diſtillation as a thing of no Virtue, then again pour the tinged Phlegm upon the Earth, repeating as before, till no Phlegm remains, and the Earth is impregnated with all the tincture that was in the Phlegm: This done, imbibe the Earth with the animated ardent Spirit, digeſt with an eaſy heat in Balneo, till the Earth is well dryed, then again imbibe, and ſo oft as before, till the animated [Page] ardent Spirit is abſorbed by the Earth, and is made Volatile, which you will know, if a little of it caſt upon a burning Plate fumes away for the moſt part; then put this matter into a ſub­limatory, and ſublime with a ſubliming Fire, and that which is ſublimed, is the Volatile Salt of the Vegetable matter: put that Volatile Salt into a Phial, digeſt in Balneo for a day, and it will be reduced into a Water, which we call Vegetable Menſtruum, which is a wonderful diſſolvent for the radical diſſolving of the two Luminaries.
Theſe Menſtruums the Adepts made ſometimes not of Vegetables Sal Armoniack, but by the way following.

34. The Vegetable Mercury of Lully. Lib. de Mat. Vegetabili in practica ſexta.
TAke the beſt odoriferous Wine, put it in a Circulatory large enough, ſtop the ſaid Veſſel very well with Sulphur melted, and putrify in Balneo twelve or fifteen Days, then diſtil the Spirit and Phlegm according to Art, till the Spirit burns Cotton; upon the matter remaining like liquid Pitch pour ſix parts of the Phlegm, digeſt two Days in Aſhes, ſhaking the Veſ­ſel now and then, decant the Phlegm being tinged, pour on other, and doing as before, till it hath extracted all the tincture, and a black Earth remains at the bottom of the Alembick: put the tinged Phlegm in an Alembick, and diſtil in Balneo, and that which remains at the bottom of the Veſſel will be the Vegeta­ble Oyl, pour the ardent Spirit to the height of four Fingers up­on the black Earth, diſtil by Aſhes, and that which is diſtilled will be the ardent Spirit impregnated, to the matter pour new ardent Spirit, repeating as before three times, and in the laſt in­creaſing the Fire about the end: Calcine the Earth with a Fire of Reverberation into whiteneſs, out of which extract the fixed Salt with a little of the Phlegm, the fixed Salt being pulverized, put in an Alembick, pour to it the animated ardent Spirit about two Fingers, diſtil gently in Balneo the inſipid and uſeleſs moiſture, repeat as before, till the animated Spirit aſcends with­out diminution of its Virtue, and then will you have the fixed Salt acuated, which put in an Alembick, and pour to it the [Page] Vegetable Oyl three Fingers high, digeſt in Aſhes for a day, in­creaſe the Fire, and diſtil whatſoever can aſcend; the diſtillation keep warily, becauſe it is the Vegetable Mercury: But if any of the Salt remains in the Alembick, you muſt repeat the ſame operations, till at length all the Vegetable Mercury paſſeth through the Alembick, which will extract the Tincture of Gold, being calcined with common Mercury and Salt, and laſtly with Sulphur, which is an excellent Aurum potabile.
Sometimes they prepared theſe Menſtruums by cohobation alone, without any imbibition: For Example.

35. The rectified Aqua Vitae of Lully. In poteſtate Divitiarum.
TAke Wine, ſeparate the Spirit warily, as ſoon and as purely as you can, becauſe you will never ſeparate it ſo warily, but that it will contain in it ſome of the pureſt part of this Phlegmatick Subſtance, or Water: this Spirit being once ſe­parated, is called Mercury, that is, Aqua ardens, the ſign of which is, that if you dip a Linnen Cloth in it, it will turn into a flame (if firſt kindled) and not be burned, but if you ſeparate often times, (rectify) it is called Lunaria rectify'd, that is, Aqua ardens rectify'd, whereof the ſign is, that a Linnen Cloth dipp'd in it, burns all away: Separate now all the ſuperfluous Phlegm, till none at all remains, and at the bottom will reſide a Pitch; then mix the Lunaria, that is, the Aqua ardens rectify'd, with that ſubſtance made like ſoft Pitch, ſhaking it well, till it be in­corporated, and ſet it to diſtil, and that which goes over, is cal­led Man's Blood rectify'd, which Alchymiſts ſeek for. That Blood is alſo called Air or Wind, and of this thing ſpake the Philoſopher, when he ſaid Wind carryed him in its Belly: from the remain­der ſeparate the ſuperfluous Oyl (called above Vegetable) by di­ſtilling it through a Glaſs Alembick, till nothing remains, which Oyl keep a part, till I ſhall tell you; but the reſidue will be a ſubſtance black and dry, which reduce to a fine powder, and mix by little and little with the rectify'd Man's Blood, and let them ſtand together for the ſpace of three Hours, and then di­ſtil, [Page] and then this Water is called Aqua ignea rectificata, or Fiery Water rectify'd: then calcine the Caput mortuum in a Furnace of Reverberation, till it be made like Lime, and this Calx or Lime mix with the Fiery Water rectify'd, and diſtil ſeven times, and then is it called Aqua Vitoe rectify'd.
The ſame Menſtruum hath Paracelſus in his Book, de Elixire Vi­tae, and the Author of the Appendix of the third Volume of Thea­trum Chymicum. Theſe Menſtruums differ not from the afore­ſaid made of Sal Armoniack, but only in preparation; in thoſe the whole Earth of the Philoſophical Wine is by its own Spirit redu­ced into a liquid ſubſtance, with which is performed the ſame Work, but after another manner: Hitherto ought to be referred the Men­ſtruum of Guido, made thus:

36. The Circulatum minus of Guido. In Theſauro Chymiatrico.
TAke of the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine one pound, of the Salt of (the ſame) Wine four ounces, mix, the Joynts being well luted, diſtil through an Alembick in Balneo, pour back the diſtillation, and cohobate four times, and it will be prepared. Lully reduceth his Sal Armoniacks with ſome difficulty into a liquid ſubſtance: but Guido diſtils the Salt of Philoſophical Wine by four cohobations into the ſame Menſtruum: the cauſe of abbreviation is to be ſought in the preparation of that Salt, which is two-fold, common or ſecret; of the common, ſaith Guido thus: The ardent Spirit of Wine being diſtill'd, draw off the Phlegm, till the matter remains in the ſubſtance of the thinner ſort of Honey, which will in a cold Cellar yield Criſtals like Nitre, which are called the Salt of Wine, which take out and keep; the remainder evaporate a little while, and take more, &c. Of the ſecret way of making this Salt, ſaith Guido alſo, pag. 8. Theſ. Take of the Salt of Wine, and Spi­rit of Wine, of each four ounces, digeſt the ſpace of eight or ten days, draw off gently in Balneo, and the Phlegm only will aſ­cend, and you will have ſix ounces of the Salt of Wine, to which Salt add again an equal quantity of its Spirit, and digeſt again ten days, and draw off the Phlegm, pour new Spirit to the re­maining Salt, and proceed as above, and thus may you increaſe [Page] the Salt of Wine as you pleaſe: This latter way of making the Salt of Wine, is not only the multiplication, and addition as well of the quantity, as quality of it, but moreover is alſo the volatilization of it: It is no wonder therefore, that the Salt, whoſe half part was Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, ſhould ſo eaſily aſcend with the ſame Spirit; yet is it to be well obſerv'd, leſt we temper the aridity of the Salt of Wine too much, with too great an addition of Ʋnctuoſity, and inſtead of a Menſtruum of this Kind, make a weaker of the ſecond Kind.
What has been declared of Vegetable Menſtruums is alſo to be underſtood of animal Menſtruums; for an Example we will in­ſtance.

37. The animal Heaven of Pariſinus. In Apertorio.
TAke the Urine of Children, between eight and twelve Years of Age, of good diſpoſition and health, get that which is good, and a good quantity, and put it in many Glaſs Veſſels, which you muſt not fill above two thirds, that it may the better circulate: To every ten meaſures of Urine mix of our C. (Philoſophical Aqua ardens) half a meaſure, which muſt be without any Phlegm, the Veſſels being very well ſealed with Wax, let them putrefy fifteen days, and then you will find the matter black, and ſeparated from its Terreſtreity: And you muſt know, the longer it remains in putrefaction, the more perfect will be the work, every five days the Dung muſt be changed: then pour it out into the Veſſel, which we deſcribed in the Ve­getable Work, and the Joynts being well luted, diſtil till you ſee the ſign, which we ſpoke of in Chap. B. but for a more certain ſign, diſtil only two parts, then take away the Receiver, and put another to, continuing the diſtillation, till it remains like Syrup or melted Pitch, then take theſe two parts reſerved, and diſtil by the ſame Balneo, receiving three parts of four, the remaining fourth caſt away, but diſtil half of theſe three, and again diſtil three parts of four parts of this half, which diſtil twice by them­ſelves, and thus will you have your Flower rectify'd, with which we extract Acetum acerrimum out of its own Earth: Take there­fore this Earth, being in the form of Syrup, to which pour the [Page] Flower (Spirit) the height of three Fingers, cover the Veſſel with a blind Head, and lute the Joynts with gumm'd Wax, put it in putrefaction three natural Days, and ſhake the matter in the luted Veſſel now and then, as is convenient, that the ſaline parts may the better be diſſolv'd; then take away the blind Head, and put on a common Alembick, but have a care in this changing, leſt the ſharpneſs of the Salts offend your Eyes: then diſtil gently in Aſhes, and when you have by ſuch a heat extract­ed all the Water, increaſe the Fire, that the Oyl or Soul of it may aſcend alſo together with the diſtill'd Water, whereof one part will be ſublimed, the other part will ſtick to the ſuperficies of the Earth in the form of a white powder, let the Veſſel cool, ga­ther the ſublimation; being gather'd, put it in its Water, make the Veſſel very cloſe, becauſe it contains the animated Flower, (Spirit) then take out the dry Earth remaining, reduce it into powder upon a Porphyry Stone, pour to it the Flower (or Spi­rit) the breadth of three Fingers, putrefy three days, diſtil in Aſhes, increaſing the Fire with Wood as above, repeat the Ma­giſtery, till the Earth remains of an Aſh Colour, then calcine it in a Reverberatory, as we taught you in the Mineral Work, in Chap. 2. And ſo you will have the animal Earth prepared, abounding with ſo great Virtue, as not to be expreſſed. O ab­ſolute power! upon which all other powers depend, into what thing haſt thou infuſed ſuch Virtue? No Man will comprehend ſo great a ſecret, none will believe, unleſs he himſelf hath ſeen by Experience, as we have ſeen. Take the animated Flower, rectify it three times in Aſhes, always caſting away the Earths, (Terreſtial Foeces) then diſtil in Balneo three parts from four, the remainder throw away, this repeat yet once, then diſtil the whole, ſo will you have the animated Flower rectifyed. Take now a large Veſſel (a Cucurbit) and put in the rectifyed Flower, ſtop the Mouth of the Veſſel with Cotton, put on an Alembick with a Receiver, and with a gentle heat of Aſhes all or the great­eſt part will be ſublimed in the Form of a moſt precious Salt, with which (if you will) you may acuate our C, which then you muſt circulate according to the Chap. D. D. wherewith you may perfect all your operations (which we taught in the precedent Chapters) which you will ſooner compleat by this Menſtruum. But if you deſire the animal Sulphur of Nature, it is neceſſary [Page] for you to ſublime preſently after you have rectify'd the deſired Flower, namely, by imbibing the Earth according to the method and order which we declared in the Vegetable Work, that is, with an eighth, ſeventh, ſixth, fifth, and fourth part, ſublime and uſe to do as in the Vegetable Work, to wit, by acuating the ani­mated Flower with its animal Sulphur ſublimed, circulating, and doing all things as in the Vegetable Work. Now Son! you ſee how I love you, having repeated ſuch things over and over, and with ſuch pains, leſt you ſhould have occaſion to complain of me, and that you ſhould be expert in every thing, in which I perſwaded my ſelf you might err; therefore have we in this Chapter repeated and deſcribed that, which no Philoſopher ever did in his great Volume, and I may eaſily believe, that no Phi­loſopher has preſumed to deſcribe ſo long and ample a practice, as this of ours; all which proceeds from my paternal affection towards you, by which I would oblige you under the pain of God's wrath, not to reveal it to any one, but rather burn it, as ſoon as you have reduc'd it into uſe, as you have more than of­ten promiſed us: My farther advice is, That you would ſtre­nuouſly endeavour to live according to the triumphant Goſpel of Grace and Peace: reject and avoid Evil Societies and Acti­ons, as we have often admoniſhed you; but if you do otherwiſe, you will not pleaſe him, who is the Donor of this Famous Know­ledge, of every good Thing, and Grace it ſelf.

From the Receipts we Note.
1. That thoſe things which were noted in the fifth precedent Kind, may hitherto alſo be referred, the Menſtruums of this Kind differing only in matter from the antecedent, theſe were made of Philoſophical Wine only, thoſe of the fixed Salts of divers things, but as to the way of ſubliming, or the way of making Vegetable Sal Armoniacks, they both agree in all things.
2. That theſe Sal Armoniacks are called Sulphurs of Nature. In the preparation of Philoſophical Wine there is an Earth found, which is called Sulphur, exiſtent in the Vegetable Mercury, coagula­ting its own Mercury; for the ſake of which Earth, they called every other exanimated and fixed Earth, Sulphur; but the animated [Page]Spirit (Eſſence, Tincture, &c.) they termed Mercury, to be coagu­lated by this Sulphur, but both of them being reduced into one Body, and ſublimed, they call'd Sulphur of Nature, (not more fixed, but) ſublimed.
3. Theſe Salts are call'd Sulphurs of Nature, to diſtinguiſh them from Sulphur againſt Nature, that is, of every Acid. Fire, ſaith Ri­pley, differs many ways; for one is a natural Fire, another un­natural, another elemental, and another contra naturam: Natu­ral Fire is that which proceeds from the Influence of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, from which are produced the Spirits of burn­ing Waters, the eſſential vapours of Minerals, as alſo the Natu­ral Virtues of living things; the unnatural is an occaſional Fire, which is called a moiſt Fire, made artificially by Philoſophers: it is alſo called a Fire of the firſt degree, which is for the meer tem­perance of heat called Balneo, Stove or Dunghill; in this Fire is made the Putrefaction of our Stone: elemental Fire is that which fixeth calcines, and burneth, and is nouriſhed by things combuſtible; Fire againſt (or contrary to) Nature, diſſolves vio­lently, breaks, kills, and deſtroys the governing power of the Form of the Stone: for it diſſolves the Stone into the Water of a Cloud with the deſtruction of the ſpecifick Form: but it is termed Fire contrary to Nature, becauſe the operation of it is contrary to all natural operations, as Raymond aſſerts: for all things that Nature hath made, this Fire deſtroys, and brings to Corruption, unleſs the Fire of Nature be added to it, &c. Med. Phil. pag. 135. Wherefore alſo there are four Fires in our art, namely, the Natural, which is the Menſtruum Sericonis; the un­natural, that is, Horſe Dung, or Vindemia, and the like: the ele­mental, viz. maintained by Wood and other combuſtible things; and the Fire contrary to Nature, that is, all corroſive Waters, made of Vitriol, Salt, and ſuch like things. Viatic. pag. 342. but of theſe in another place, namely, the fifth Book.
4. That theſe Salts are to be uſed preſently after the ſublimation of them.
5. That Philoſophical Aqua Vitae, though never better rectify'd, yet contains in it ſome certain ſuperfluous moiſture, which it expells, either by being circulated by it ſelf, as in the preparation of Lully's Heaven, or imbibed in things fixed; as in the ways of making the ſaid Salts.
[Page]6. That a Menſtruum made of Lully's Heaven, with the Eſſence or Oyl of Philoſophical Wine, is no ſtronger than the reſt, as to the preparation of the Sal Armoniack, though it may be ſooner made with this Oyl, than ſimple Aqua ardens, but as the Sal Armoniack already made is mixed, and again circulated not with the thin Phi­loſophical Water, but with the Oyl or Aqua Vitae circulated.
7. That the divers ways of ſubliming theſe Salts do moſt clearly diſcover to us as well the Nature of that Spirit of Wine, as of theſe Menſtruums, and moreover commends the incomparable Experi­ence of Lully in theſe things.
8. Animal Menſtruums, tho' extracted out of the Ʋrine, and other parts of Man, are nevertheleſs not properly ſo called, ſo long as the matter of that Spirit of Philoſophical Wine was Vegetable, and only acuated with an animal thing: yea the very Spirit of Philoſo­phical Wine made alſo out of the animal Kingdom, as alſo acuated, would notwithſtanding differ not from the ſimple Vegetable Menſtru­ums in the properties of diſſolving, becauſe it would together with the ſaid ſimple Vegetable Menſtruums, very much vary from the tinging faculty of the compounded Vegetable Menſtruums, from which it ought to be diſtinguiſhed; whereas otherwiſe it might be ranked among the Vegetable Menſtruums.


The Seventh KIND. Vegetable Menſtruums compounded of the aforeſaid Simple Menſtruums.
[Page]
38. The Circulatum majus of Guido. Pag. 4. Theſauri Chym.
TAke of the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine ſix Ounces, of the Salt of (the ſame) Wine four Ounces, the Veſſel be­ing well ſtopp'd, diſtil the Spirit in Balneo, which pour back upon the Salt of Wine, and again diſtil, and this ought to be done twelve times: then diſtil for a Month in Balneo roxido: Putrefaction being done, take out the matter and diſtil in a Cu­curbit, with an Alembick of two Heads or Beaks, in Balneo, and the Spirit of Wine will aſcend through the upper Beak into its Receiver, but the Phlegm through the lower into its Veſſel: Take out the Salt of Wine, pour one half of the Spirit of Wine to it, and diſtil with a Retort into the other part of the Wine, diſtil yet once upon the remainder, and all the Salt will aſcend into a ſtrong Menſtruum: But if you deſire a weaker, add ſix (other) Ounces of the Spirit of Wine, and if you would have it very weak, pour to it a greater quantity of Spirit, but accord­ing to the aforeſaid weight, it is made our great Vegetable Men­ſtruum, or Circulatum majus.
Annotations.
HItherto of Simple Vegetable Menſtruums; now follow thoſe which are ſaid to be compounded, not as if they are compound­ed of more Ingredients, but becauſe they are ſtronger than the Sim­ple, as well in their qualities of diſſolving, as tinging: The Menſtru­ums [Page] of this Kind differ not from the former in matter, nor in the method of preparing, but in weight only; for the more aridity you add to the unctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, the ſtronger are the Menſtruums made. Guido made his leſs Circulatum of one part of the Salt of Wine, and four parts of the Spirit of Wine; but the greater Circulatum he makes of two parts of the Salt of Wine, and three parts of the Spirit of Wine. The greater quantity of the Salt, the ſtronger is the Circulatum. The leſs Circulatums do extract the Eſſences, or Tinctures of things, but the greater Circulatums do diſſolve the whole Body into a Magiſtery, as will appear in the ſecond Book.
Vegetable Menſtruums compounded are made alſo, if the ſimple Vegetable Menſtruums be taken inſtead of the Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine, in the Deſcriptions of them all; as thus:

39. The Menſtruum acutum of Guido. Pag. 8. Theſauri Chym.
TAke of the Vegetable Menſtruum (Circulatum minus, deſcri­bed in Numb. 36.) one Pound, of Sal Armoniack (common) twelve Ounces, diſtil by a Retort firſt with a weak Fire, then a ſtronger, and the Sal Armoniack will in part aſcend, pour it back, and diſtil yet once: then again add twelve Ounces of new Sal Armoniack, diſtil ſtrongly in Aſhes, pour back, and cohobate yet twice, and you will have our acute Menſtruum.
Sal Armoniack reduced into a liquid ſubſtance by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, is a Menſtruum of the fourth Kind, but the ſame Salt diſtill'd with the Circulatum minus of Guido, is made not a ſimple, but compound Menſtruum, and the better for adding ſo great a quantity of new Sal Armoniack. Pariſinus in the third Kind of Menſtruums acuates the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine with crude Honey, by which way it is made a ſimple Menſtruum of that Kind, but if mixed with its fixed Salt, and diſtilled through an Alembick, 'tis made a compound Menſtruum.

40. The Coelum majus of Pariſinus. In Apertorio.
[Page]
TAke B, that is, red Wine putrify'd, as you know how, put it in a Glaſs Cucurbit, with its Alembick, and Receiver well luted, and ſet it in Balneo, wherein muſt be ſo much Wa­ter, as to ſwim two Fingers above the ſaid Lunaria, and diſtil gently, and forthwith you will ſee Veins appear in the Alem­bick; continue the diſtillation ſo long as they appear, and theſe Veins will be like Tears clear as Criſtal, and when Death (Phlegm) comes, which kills the Spirit, the ſaid Veins or Tears will ceaſe, and appear round as Pearls: then take away the Re­ceiver, ſtop it, that the Spirit may not evaporate, and ſet it in a cold place, and ſo have you ſeparated the Soul (Spirit) of it, tho' it contains a little of its Death yet in it, and thus continue the diſtillation (the Receiver being now changed) till all the odorife­rous Phlegm is aſcended, and the matter remains like melted pitch, black and thick, which obſerve not to dry overmuch, but according to the ſaid Signs only: And thus will you have two ferments from our B. beware of revealing to any one this Practice, which we communicate to you under the peril of your Soul, for you would be the cauſe of much Evil in this World, to be committed by the Sons of Iniquity: put it there­fore into the hands of Almighty God, who knows the Will of thoſe that live according to his Will, and the triumphant Goſ­pel, for the Glory of which you have extracted the Form out of B, and the ſame way you may extract from all Individuals Ani­mal and Vegetable. Cap. ſecundum ſignificatum, per C.
Take the Soul (Spirit) of it reſerved in the cold place, and di­ſtil half of it in Balneo, or till the precious Veins ceaſe from aſ­cending, rectify yet twice, obſerving the ſame Rules, but the third and fourth time, ſo ſoon as the Veins appear, leave off di­ſtilling, and try whether it will burn a linnen Cloth, if not, re­peat the diſtillation till it doth: then cohobate by it ſelf four or ſix times in Balneo: And thus have you acquired a way fit for the rectifying of the ſaid Matter or Soul, (Spirit) which is of ſo great Virtue, as not to be expreſſed by any Tongue, or the Se­crets, [Page] which the Eternal God hath vouchſafed to it, recited; as when we were at Venice, that Famous City, we both ſaw ſome Experiments of it; and ſo keep it well in a cold place. Cap. ter­tium ſignificatum per D. D. Having declared the method of recti­fying and ſeparating our ardent Spirit from its Death, depra­ving its Virtue and Power: you muſt now know, that it is not able to diſſolve the two Luminaries, and reduce them into action, except it be firſt acuated, as I ſhall tell you: Though this pre­paration is to be taught in general, in Cap. F. yet to prevent the loſs of time, ſo ſoon as you have rectify'd your ardent Spirit, otherwiſe called the firſt Flower, I had rather have you forth­with put it into Practice, which we have in this Chapter ſignified by theſe two Letters, D. D. whereof one denotes the acuition of it, the other its Royal Acuator, that is, Salt extracted out of Ho­ney, by the way which we have oftentimes ſhewed you, that is, with its moſt precious Water (of Honey, or the Menſtruum de­ſcribed in the third Kind, Numb. 10.) and though this Water be good enough, yet this Water, being acuated with its moſt preci­ous Salt, of which you will be more certain, will recompence your Labour, and abundantly ſuſtain you, till you attain to the end of your Labour, the great Medicine. Now to the purpoſe, Take white Honey of young Bees, put it in Putrefaction in large Cucurbits, with their Alembicks in Balneo, and make it boyl continually for an Hour, the reſt of the time let it remain in a temperate heat, and this do for the ſpace of fifteen Natural Days, then pour to the matter ſo much of C, as to ſwim the breadth of four Fingers above it, covering the Veſſels with the blind Heads, and putting them in Putrefaction three Natural Days; then put on the Alembicks with their Receivers, and the Joynts being well luted, diſtil in Balneo, and when ſeven parts of eight are diſtilled, or (which is a more certain ſign) when you ſee round tears or drops aſcend, lay aſide the Receivers cloſe ſtopp'd, that nothing may evaporate, keep them in a cool place, for the acuition of the matter; then continue the diſtillations in the ſame degree of heat, till nothing more aſcends; but if neceſſity requires a greater Fire, have a care of making it too ſtrong, and when nothing will aſcend by the ſaid Rule, take away alſo theſe Receivers, and keep them, becauſe they contain the ſecond Wa­ter or Phlegm for the extraction of the moſt precious Salt: [Page] Now put your matter in Aſhes, and diſtil with a heat of the third degree, the Oyl being diſtilled, ſuffer the matter to cool, which being pulverized, reverberate in an Earthen Diſh in a Reverberatory for eight Days, or till it be calcin'd enough; the ſign will be when you find it of an Aſh Colour: then pour of the reſerved Phlegm to it ſo much as to cover it the breadth of two Fingers; the Veſſel being covered with a blind Head, keep it in Balneo two or three Days, decant the Liquor, and pouring on new Phlegm, repeat ſo oft, till you have extracted all the Salt, which will exceed Snow in whiteneſs: And this is that Salt, wherewith we acuate our ſimple C, (the ardent Spirit for a Menſtruum of the Fifth Kind) this is that which gives the begin­ning of Vegetation to both the Luminaries, reducing them into the Nature of a Quinteſſence: And with the ſame may you al­ſo acuate, and augment its own VVater (of Honey, or Menſtruum of the Third Kind) which hath the power of Vegetating all Mi­nerals. VVith this alone will you ſupport your ſelf in your ne­ceſſity, ſo as to be in duty bound, my Son! to give thanks to the abſolute power: Be careful not to diſcloſe ſo great a ſecret to any Man; for we have now declared it ſo plainly, that 'tis im­poſſible to add any thing more. Now take your decantations, which you drew off in Balneo, that the Salt may remain moſt white, which you muſt diſſolve, filtre, and congeal three times, and it will be fit for all your operations. Now let us deſcend to the practice of acuition. Take of the Salt aforeſaid one ounce, to which being well pulverized, pour four parts of C, that is, the firſt Spirit (ardent, but becauſe a Menſtruum of the fifth, and not of this Kind, would be made by this Spirit, therefore is C, being acuated with Honey, or the mellifluous Heaven of Pariſinus, a Men­ſtruum of the third Kind to be taken) in a blind Head, and the Joynts well luted, putrify the ſpace of two Natural Days, then put on an Alembick with a Receiver, and diſtil in Aſhes: diſtil­lation being ended, take a pound of the Salt remaining in the Retort, and add to it four times the quantity of C, putrifying, and diſtilling in Aſhes as before, and the Magiſtery ſo often re­peat, till all the Salt aſcends together with its Celeſtial Spirit, or C, and by this way may you acuate and multiply as you pleaſe: but remember that one part of Salt requires four parts of C, (in this place, the Coelum mellifluum of Pariſinus.) And you [Page] muſt know, I tell you no fabulous Stories, but very diſtinctly de­clare to you the order of true Practice, yet with this Proviſo, That when firſt you have brought it into action, you would al­together conceal it, conſidering with how great obſcurity the ancient Philoſophers delivered theirs, which notwithſtanding they had not done, but to reſtrain the ignorant from being too arrogant, for the ſame reaſon alſo do we deſire, that, as we have more than often admoniſhed you, you would keep ſecret, and in convenient time and place work for your ſelf, and the poor of Jeſus Chriſt. Cap. quartum ſignificatum per E. VVe ought to re­turn infinite thanks to the goodneſs of the Eternal God, in teach­ing us ſo bountifully the way of preparing our Heaven, and ma­king us partakers of ſo admirable and ineſtimable a favour. Cer­tain it is, when I had compleated this moſt ſecret Science, and ſeen real tranſmutation the firſt time, I was in a manner aſtoniſh­ed, and often lifting up my Eyes to Heaven, fell proſtrate up­on the Earth, giving thanks to Almighty God. Now to the purpoſe: Take a large Glaſs of ſuch a ſize, as I ſhewed you one at Murarium, into which put two or three pounds of that Menſtru­um, ſtop it well, and circulate in Balneo or Horſe-Dung, but have a care leſt in changing the Dung you impede the circula­tion, and ſo let it circulate the ſpace of forty Natural Days, and then you will find your matter clear as Criſtal, with a Sediment in the bottom like Silk, which decant warily into another Glaſs, keep it very cloſe in Balneo, and you will have a Simple Vege­table Menſtruum, (if made of the ardent Spirit, and Salt of Honey, but a compound, if prepared with the Coelum mellifluum of Pariſi­nus and Salt of Honey) our Heaven is in Virtue beyond expreſſi­on, herewith do we truly calcine and diſſolve the Luminaries, with the preſervation of their radical moiſture. This is that which will reduce imperfect as well as perfect Metals from pow­er into action. And though I may ſeem not to have delineated to you the Form of the Glaſs, yet I know, and do remember, that I left ſome of them at your Houſe, and many other of our Cucurbits, which are every one good. Govern your ſelf ac­cording to your diſcretion, we having ſufficiently manifeſted to you the way of Truth in this Chapter.
[Page]

From the Receipts we obſerve.
1. That the Menſtruums of this ſeventh Kind differ from the former ſimple Menſtruums, not in matters, nor in ways of making, but in the weights and uſe of the Ingredients.
2. That theſe Menſtruums tinge not their diſſolution, which is the property of compound Menſtruums. Every Vegetable Mercury con­tains indeed its own tinging Sulphur in its Bowels, ſufficient both for it ſelf and others, as will be demonſtrated in the third Book, but eſpecially in the fifth, nevertheleſs we affirm, that every Spirit of Phi­loſophical Wine wants Tincture, as being not acuated with things more tinging.


The Eighth KIND. Vegetable Menſtruums compounded of Sim­ple Vegetable Menſtruums, and common Argent Vive, or other Metals,
[Page]
41. The Ignis Gehennoe of Triſmoſinus made of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and Mercury Sublimed. Pag. 7. Aurei Velleris Germ.
TAke of Alum calcined, Nitre, of each two parts, of Salt decrepitated, one part, mix, take of this mixture and Mer­cury ſublimed, of each one pound, ſublime by the Law of Art, mix the ſublimation with new mixture of Salts, and ſublime, and that repeat three times: To this Mercury thus ſublimed and pulverized pour the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine, and draw it off in Balneo to an oleity, cohobate ſometimes, and the fourth time will aſcend the Mercury together with the Spirit of VVine, rectify the diſtillation till it leaves no Faeces, and it will be a VVater burning like Hell-Fire: This VVater rectify again in Aſhes, till it aſcends without leaving any Sediment; laſtly, di­ſtil through a Paper ſeven times double in Balneo, and you will have a VVater truly Spiritual, which keep in a Veſſel cloſe ſtop­ed, by reaſon it is very Volatile.
Annotations.
THe Kind immediately antecedent is indeed computed in the number of the greater Circulatums, or Vegetable Menſtru­ums compounded, becauſe the Menſtruums of that Kind do in the power of diſſolving excell the other Simple Menſtruums, but not in [Page]Tincture, which that as well as thoſe do want; but we will now offer thoſe which ſhall be better; they will not only diſſolve, but in diſſol­ving moreover tinge the things diſſolved in them, and ſo make them better; they will not only extract the Eſſences of things, but tranſ­mute whole Bodies into Magiſteries: Amongſt theſe, the Vegetable Mercurial Waters, made of common Argent vive, and ſimple Vegeta­ble Menſtruums have priority; for many of the Adepts being ſo taught by Experience, have called common Argent vive the open Metal, for it is ſooner diſſolved than the other Metals, and does by its aridity more temper the unctuoſity of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, than the individuals hitherto uſed in the antecedent Kinds of Menſtruums: As concerning this matter, hear the Philoſophers, and above the reſt the great Paracelſus, Prince, without queſtion, of all the Adepts, who ſaith, If you intend to convert Metals into a Magi­ſtery, and tinge the whole Body altogether into an Eſſence, you muſt take the chief and open Metal, to which all the reſt have affinity in Nature, and putrify it in its own Matrix, which is ſituated in VVater, and is call'd the Mother of all Metals, (Pa­racelſus his Circulatum minus made of common Salt) purge it from ſuperfluities, and reduce it into its liquid firſt being, that is, the Metallick Acetum acerrimum, the primum Ens of Mercury. Lib. 10. Arch. Cap. 3. pag. 37. As a temperate Eſſence (he goes on) is drawn out of Herbs (as out of a Vine, for example) by which very Eſſence, the like Eſſence may be extracted out of all ſorts of Herbs and Roots, ſo, as that the Mercury of VVine ſhews not its own Nature, but the Nature of that with which it is eſſentia­ted; for the like reaſon out of Metals and Minerals, the like Mer­cury or Spirit is extracted out of the open and middle Metal Mer­cury. Lib. 10. Arch. pag. 39. Mercury vive is the Mother of all the ſeven Metals, and ought deſervedly to be called the Mo­ther of Metals, for it is an open Metal. Libro de rebus naturalibus, pag. 87. VVherefore call to mind thoſe things which have been ſaid before of half perfect Natural Things, among which Mercury vive is one, which is not brought into compaction, but left in liquidity: Beſides you muſt know, that every generated thing which is open, as Argent vive, is like an open Houſe, into which every Man that will may enter, for ſo lies Mercury open, that every Phyſitian may take what he will from it, but it is not ſo with Gold, Silver, Tin, &c. for that Gate is ſhut by coagu­lation, [Page] till opened, diſſolved, and reduced into the firſt matter by Art, which Metals have indeed many impediments, ſuch as are not in Mercury, for it is open, and wants nothing but the di­rection of preparation. Tract. 2. lib. 2. de morbis metallicis. 723.
Baſilius agrees with Paracelſus, ſaying: In the beginning of Ge­neration the firſt of all is Argent vive, being open, and looſely co­agulated, becauſe it hath little Salt communicated to it, and therefore is more Spiritual than Corporeal: the reſt of the Me­tals being derived from its Eſſence, have more Salt, and there­fore are made more Corporeal. Lib. de rebus natural. & ſuper­nat. Cap. 2.
Chortalaſſaeus affirms the ſame ſaying: Argent vive is of divers Colours, white, skyiſh, aſh, blackiſh, one ſlow, another ſwift, yet in it ſelf an open Metal, and hath a Body eaſily tranſmuta­ble. Cap. pag. 359. Volum. ſexti Theat. Chym.
In ſearching for Sulphur, deſpair not, ſaith Sendivogius, I tell you by all that's ſacred, it is in Gold and Silver moſt perfect, but in Argent vive moſt eaſy. Pag. 213. lib. de Sulphure. Of the antient Philoſophers I will add Arnold, who in Lib. 1. Cap. 7. Ro­ſarii, ſaith: The Medicine is as well in Metallick Bodies, as al­ſo in Argent vive, as to Nature, becauſe they are found to be of one Nature, but indeed in theſe Bodies harder, in the Argent vive nearer, but not more perfectly. In Argent vive alone it is found more eaſily and more nearly, not more perfectly, it being the Father of both thoſe Luminaries, and all things fuſible, for they are all derived from it, and therefore are they all reſolv'd into it, becauſe Nature embraceth its own Nature more amica­bly, and rejoyceth with it more, than with that which is Hete­rogeneous. For in it is the facility of extracting that ſubtil ſubſtance.
Among the Metals there is none that ſooner mixeth with the Spi­rit of Philoſophical Wine, and is more eaſily altered, than Argent vive, wherefore the Adepts eſteemed it as an open Metal; all other Metals and Mineral Bodies are with very great difficulty diſſolved by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but being once counited with this Spirit, they are as well as Mercury, converted into a third ſubſtance, never to be divided into their conſtitutives, that is, Metal and Spi­rit; This open Metal they made more open ſometimes by the acidity of Salts; ſo Triſmoſinus did ſometimes ſublime common Mercury for [Page]his Hell Fire: yet principal care muſt be taken, that ſuch Menſtru­ums as theſe made of Mercury ſublimate, be by being dulcify'd with longer than ordinary circulation, or repeated cohobations, freed from all the acidity of the Salts; but this operation being full of danger, yea contrary to the Rule of Vegetable Menſtruums, which excludes every Acid whatſoever, we have therefore thought good to adviſe young Beginners to uſe crude Mercury, as ſafer than ſublimate. Inſtead of theſe we will therefore commend the Menſtruums made of crude Argent vive.

42. The Alchymical Mercury of Ripley. In Concord. Raym. & Guidon.
TAke of crude Mercury well purged one Ounce, of our Fiery Tartar, or former Vegetable Salt reſerved (in the Fifth Kind in Numb. 23.) three Ounces, grind both together ve­ry fine upon a Marble, till they be incorporated, then put the matter in a warm Balneo, and let it be all diſſolv'd into a kind of white Milk, put it all upon a Pound of crude Mercury, and let it be all diſſolved into the like Milk, and thus do in infinitum. This Mercury being diſſolved putrify in Balneo, then diſtil in Aſhes firſt with a gentle Fire, and an inſipid Water will aſcend, which muſt be thrown away: then the Fire being more increa­ſed, another Water will aſcend more thick, which Water indeed diſſolves all Bodies, putrifies, cleanſeth and fixeth them, at the end with a more vehement Fire will an Oyl aſcend of a Golden Colour, which muſt be preſerved for the diſſolving of the red Ferment, and for the multiplying of the red Elixir, for it is our peculiar Gold, not yet fixed by Nature.
Elſewhere inſtead of Tartar fired (that is, the Spirit of Philoſo­phical Wine dryed in the Salt of Tartar, or Vegetable Sal Armo­niack made of the Salt of Tartar, but not yet ſublimed) Ripley ſometimes uſed ſome ſimple Vegetable Menſtruum, with which he made the exalted Water of Mercury, as followeth.

43. The exalted Water of Mercury of Ripley. Cap. 12. Philorcii.
[Page]
TAke Nigrum nigrius nigro, and diſtil an Aqua ardens, and fortify it with Pepper, Squilla, Pyrethrum, Euphorbium, So­latrum, Anacardus, grains of Paradiſe, Staphis-agria, and the like in acuity: but this is a great ſecret. Take the Water of the fifth fortification, and diſtil, pour it upon Mercury ſo, as to ſwim two or three Fingers above it, ſtop the Veſſel to prevent exha­ling, put the Mercury in Balneo to diſſolve for a Month, that which is diſſolved of it empty into another Veſſel, and keep: pour new Water upon the Mercury not diſſolved, and proceed as before, thus continuing, till you have one Pound of Mercury diſſolved: Then put the diſſolution together in Balneo the ſpace of fifteen Days, and after that diſtil, and that which aſcends keep apart in a Veſſel, not to reſpire, and upon the remaining Faeces pour new Water, and proceed by Balneo as above, and this Work continue, till all the Mercury is exalted: But this is not the Work of idle and ſloathful Men. Now this Water thus ex­alted is by the Philoſophers call'd by many Names, for it is Lac Virginis, Aqua roris Maii, and Aqua Mercurii.
Nigrum nigrius nigro, and Philoſophical Wine, we have proved before by Lully to be Synonimous: the fortification or acuition of that Water or Spirit, with Pepper, Squilla, &c. we taught in the ſecond Kind. Mercury, though an open Metal, is yet hard enough to be diſſolv'd in the aforeſaid Menſtruum of the ſecond Kind, but the ſtronger the ſimple Vegetable Menſtruums are, the ſooner alſo is it diſſolved; an Example you will have in the following Glorious Water of Lully, where Mercury is in the ſpace of ſix days diſſolved in the Coelum Vinoſum of Lully, by a Menſtruum of the ſixth Kind.

44. The Glorious Water of Argent vive of Lully. In Teſtamento Noviſſimo.
[Page]
TAke of common Argent vive one Pound, put it in a Glaſs Veſſel, and pour upon it of the Vegetable Menſtruum (above deſcribed  [...] the Sixth Kind in Numb. 30.) ſo much, as to ſwim four Fingers above it, ſet it in Balneo or Dung ſix Days, and it will be all diſſolved into a Glorious Water, elevate the Menſtruum gently by Balneo, and at the bottom of the Veſſel will remain the Light of Pearls, and Soul of Metals: This we meant in the Chapter which begins: Oportet nos cum eo incipere, & cum eo finire. Then take of this Glorious Water of Argent vive one Pound, and mix it with two Pounds of the Vegetable Menſtruum, coelificated (of Coelum Vinoſum, in Numb. 30.) and it will all become one Water, with which you will diſſolve all Bodies, as well perfect as imperfect, for the Production of our Sulphur.
The ſame way almoſt he prepares that which he calls the in­calcinated Menſtruum.

45. The incalcinated Menſtruum of Lully. In Experim. 34.
TAke common Mercury, brought out of Spain in Skins ſeal'd with a Spaniſh Seal, to prevent Sophiſtication, force it through a fine Skin, then take the Mercurial Water, extracted from Mercury by the Magiſtery, as we taught you in the Ex­periment of three Veſſels, as you know, and ſo diſſolve the Mer­cury; being all diſſolv'd, draw the Water from it by Balneo, and in the bottom of the Veſſel will the Mercury remain in the Form of an Oyl: This therefore we will uſe to be incerated (circulated rather) into our Heaven or our coelificated Menſtruum: Take therefore four Pounds of the coelificated Menſtruum (the Vegetable Heaven deſcribed in the Fifth Kind in Numb. 17.) and [Page] one Pound of the aforeſaid Mercury reduced into Oyl, and joyn them together, then will you have at length the incalcinated Menſtruum, with which you will diſſolve the two Luminaries, preſerving their Form, and not only preſerving it, but alſo pro­pagating it in infinitum.
The Receipt of this Menſtruum is plain, yet muſt we declare what he means by the Mercurial Water extracted by the Magiſtery of three Veſſels, the Deſcription of which Menſtruum we read thus;

46. The Mercurial Water by  [...]ee Veſſels of Lully. In Experim. 13.
TAke Spaniſh Mercury, which is brought in Bladders with the Seal of Spain, that it may not be adulterated; ſub­lime it thus: Take Vitriol dryed from all Phlegm, and common Salt prepared, and decrepitated, or firſt burn'd in Fire; joyn the Mercury with theſe two, grinding very well, then ſublime in a Veſſel, at firſt with a gentle Fire, then increaſe the Fire, till it be perfectly ſublimed: the Veſſel being cold, gather the ſublimati­on carefully, and beware of the fumes, being Venomous; im­bibe the ſublimation very well with the Oyl of Tartar (per deli­quium) and quick Lime, then put the matter into a Retort, and adminiſter Fire, till Mercury vive is gone over into the Receiver; ſublime again as before, with the ſame new Matters, then as be­fore vivify by a Retort, thus repeat the Magiſtery four times: Then take this Mercury thus prepared, and make it boyl with (Philoſophical) Aqua Vitoe, being dryed, preſs it through a Goats Skin: Then take this Mercury, and put it in Veſſels (three Alu­dells) which muſt be firmly and ſtrongly joyned together, and covered on all ſides with ſtrong lutum ſapientioe, then prepare a Furnace, in which theſe Veſſels may be fitly placed, ſo as that they may all have equal heat; but the Receiver muſt by no means feel the Fire, ſo alſo the Beak of the firſt Veſſel, through which the Mercury is to paſs, muſt be out of the Furnace: Then give Fire to the ſaid Veſſels, ſo as to be red hot, both with­in and without, then put in the Mercury through the Pipe on the outſide of the Furnace, and preſently ſtop the Mouth of the [Page] Pipe with Cotton; and by the ſharpneſs of the Fire, part of the Mercury will in a ſhort time diſtil into the Receiver; but one part in the likeneſs of Water; ſeparate the Water from the Mer­cury, and keep it, but that which remains quick, caſt again into the ſaid Veſſel as before, ſo oft, till it be through the ſharpneſs of the Fire all converted into Water, empty the Receiver every time into another Veſſel, and keep it well ſtopp'd: Then take of this Water four Ounces, and of the Oyl or Salt of the firſt Expe­riment (Salt of Tartar impregnated with the Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine) one Ounce, make it go over together with the ſaid Salt, diſtilling that Water in Aſhes with a moſt gentle heat at firſt, then in the end increaſing the Fire, till more will not diſtil: Then take new Salt, or Oyl of the ſame firſt Experiment, and joyn it with that Water a little before diſtilled, and make it go over again, diſtilling by Aſhes as before; but this Magiſtery you muſt repeat five times, mixing one Ounce of the ſaid Salt or Oyl of the firſt Experiment every time with three Ounces of the ſaid Water, diſtilling as before in Aſhes, with the ſame degree of Fire, and the ſame weight as before, as well of the Water, as of the Salt or Oyl: And by this means will you by the help of God, have a Mineral and Vegetable Water united together, which hath the power of diſſolving Mercury, and all Metals, eſpecially the two Luminaries: For the multiplication of this Water you muſt proceed thus; Take one Ounce of Mercury purged, and five Ounces of the ſaid ſharp Water (now prepared) joyn theſe two together in a ſmall Cucurbit, lute it well, then will the Mercury be forthwith diſſolved, which diſſolution put in a little Urinal, with an Alembick and Receiver, the Joynts well luted diſtilling in Aſhes, and it will all come over into a Water, ſome Terreſtreity of no moment being left in the bot­tom of the Veſſel: Then may you this way multiply the ſa [...]d Water as much as you will, viz. by taking five parts o [...] it, and one of Mercury purged, diſſolving firſt, and diſtilling through an Alembick as before.
He reviviſies Mercury ſublimate, to be purged after the common way, by the Oyl of Tartar, and quick Lime; being now purged, to digeſts it in Aqua Vitae, that is, Philoſophical; for common Spirit of Wine would be here of no effect, wherein this digeſtion with Philoſ [...] ­phical Aqua Vitae, much of the permanent unctu [...]ſity ſticks to the A [...] gent [Page] vive, altering it exceedingly; then he puts it into divers Alu­dels, joyned together, and to the Receiver, and made red hot, in or­der to be converted into a Mercurial Water: The way of diſtilling by Veſſels red hot, I find in many places to have been much in uſe among the Adepts, but whether they contrived this way for the abbreviating, or more exquiſite way of operating, or for what other cauſe, I know not. Baſilius, Lib. particularium, in particul. Solis, diſtils not Mercury, but Gold often extinguiſhed in the Philoſophical Aqua Vitae through a hot Veſſel into a red Liquor. Take of Aurum fulminans, ſaith he, one part, of the Flowers of Sulphur three parts, calcine with a gentle Fire till the Sulphur be conſumed, the red hot matter ex­tinguiſh in the Spirit of Wine, acuated with ſome drops of the Spirit of Tartar (the Vegetable Menſtruum made of the Salt of Tartar) decant the Spirit, and the powder dry at the Fire, to which being dryed, add again three parts of the Flowers of Sul­phur, calcine and quench as before: This Work repeat ſix times, that the powder of the Gold may be made like Butter, ſoft and fat, which muſt be carefully dryed, becauſe it melts with a little Fire, this powder being a little heated put into a Retort with a Pipe, and made red hot, and the Pipe being preſently ſtopp'd, diſtil the red drops falling into good Spirit of Wine put before into the Receiver.
If the Gold being divers times extinguiſhed in the Spirit of Philo­ſophical Wine is made ſoft and fat, why might not this be alſo done in common Mercury, digeſted according to the Receipt, in the ſame Spirit of Wine? But ſuppoſe Lully propos'd it only to himſelf, to re­duce Argent vive into a common acid Liquor, yet does he out of this, with the addition of the Salt of Tartar of the firſt Experiment, make a Vegetable Menſtruum of the Fifth Kind, with which he diſſolves common Argent vive, and reduceth it into a Mercurial Water: then he diſſolves common Mercury by this Mercurial Water, and draws it off ſo, as to remain in the Form of an Oyl; which Oyl of Mercury be­ing diſſolved in the Vegetable Heaven, he circulates, and being cir­culated, calls it the incalcinated Menſtruum. If inſtead of the Oyl of Mercury you take crude Mercury reduced into the true firſt matter of Mercury, and acuate the Vegetable Heaven with this Mercurial Sal Armoniack, you will make the ſame, yea a much better incalci­nated Menſtruum. The way of making the Sulphur of Nature of common Argent vive is this following.
The Mercurial Sal Armoniack, or Mercury of the Mercury of Lully. In Experim. 18.
[Page]
TAke Mercury being twice ſublimed with Vitriol and Salt, put the ſublimate upon an Iron Plate, being firſt very well pulverized, add to it two Ounces of Tin calcined, then ſet it in a moiſt place, and it will be diſſolved: ſublime again, and lay it upon an Iron Plate as before, and it will be all diſſolved, and thus may you diſſolve as much Mercury as you pleaſe: then take this Water, and rectify it ſeven times in Aſhes, or till it will yield no more Terreſtreity, then diſtil it in Balneo with an eaſie heat, and diſtil one part of ten, which is of no uſe, be­ing Phlegm, which it contracted in the moiſt place, then know the weight of the Water remaining in the bottom, and to eve­ry four Ounces put one Ounce of the Vegetable Salt of the firſt or ſecond Experiment, being both of the ſame ſtrength, then di­ſtil in hot Aſhes with an Alembick and Receiver well luted, which being all diſtill'd, add new Salt to it again, obſerving the ſame weight as before, of the Salt as well as Water, then diſtil again as before, and this ſame way diſtil four times, to every diſtillation adding new Salt as before, and diſtilling in Aſhes, and ſo will you have a Mercurial Water fit for all Phyſical Ope­rations: Then take common Mercury, waſhed with Vinegar and Salt, and ſtrained through a Goats Skin, put it in a Veſſel, and if there be one Ounce of Mercury, add four Ounces of the aforeſaid Mineral Water, and having put on a blind Head in Aſhes, let it boyl gently, and it will in a ſhort time be all diſſol­ved, empty the diſſolution into another Veſſel warily, that if any Terreſtreity be left in the bottom, it may be ſeparated from the ſaid diſſolution, as a thing of no effect: you may this way diſſolve as much Mercury as you will. Then take the afore­ſaid Mercury diſſolved, and putrify thirty Days in Balneo or hot Dung, which muſt be changed every ten Days, that the heat may endure, and not be extinguiſhed: having putrify'd, re­move the Veſſel, and putting on an Alembick to, with an Uri­nal [Page] and Receiver well luted, diſtil all the Water in Balneo, and the Mercury will remain in the Veſſel white as Snow, then pour to it ſo much of this Water, which you now diſtilled, as to be four Fingers above it; the reſt of the Water keep in its Veſſel well ſtopp'd in a cold place, then putting a blind Head upon its Veſſel, and ſealing the Joynts, putrify a Natural Day, then ta­king away the blind Head, and putting on an Alembick with a Receiver cloſe luted, diſtil in Aſhes, and increaſe the Fire, that the Soul may paſs over into its diſtilled Water; laſtly, diſtillati­on ceaſing, let the Veſſel cool, take away the Receiver, and keep it well ſtopp'd, for that which is diſtill'd therein is the animated Spirit; but to the matter remaining in the Veſſel, that is, the Urinal, pour again of the diſtilled Water ſo much as will ſwim four Fingers above it, and having put on a blind Head, putrify as before, and taking away the blind Head by turns, and put­ting on an Alembick with its Receiver, wherein you kept the other part of the animated Spirit, the Joynts being well luted, diſtil again by Aſhes, and laſtly increaſe the Fire, for the Soul to go over into the diſtilled Water as before, then the Veſſel be­ing cold, keep the animated Spirit in the Receiver as before, well ſtopp'd, and to the matter remaining in the bottom pour again new Water as before, and putrify as before, diſtilling in Aſhes, pour the Spirit into the ſame Receiver, where you kept the other: thus repeat the Magiſtery, till the Body remains dead, black, and void of all moiſture, which you will prove by this ſign; take a little of this black Body or Earth, and lay it upon a hot Plate, and if it fumes not, nor flyes away from Fire, then take that Earth, and put into a little Glaſs-Globe wel luted, and the Mouth well ſtopp'd; ſet in a reverberating Fire the ſpace of twenty four hours; then remove that calcined Earth, and put it in hot aſhes very well ſtopp'd to prevent the attract­ing of any moiſture: Then take the animated Water, and recti­fy it ſeven times in Aſhes, which animated and vivifyed Water divide into two parts, whereof one we will uſe for the viviſying of the Earth, the other for the diſſolving of Sol and Luna: Then take one part of the ſaid Water, and know the weight of the Earth reſerved before, grind firſt, put it in an Urinal, then pour upon it of the aforeſaid Water a fourth part of its weight, and joyning a blind Head to it well luted, ſet the Veſſel in Bal­neo, [Page] not to touch the Water of the Balneo, but for the matter to be heated by the vapour only, and ſo let it remain four days; then having taken away the blind Head, and put on an Alem­bick, diſtil in Aſhes with a gentle heat like that of the Sun, and an inſipid Liquor will flow over, which caſt away, as nothing worth; then again imbibe with a fourth part of the animated Spirit as above, digeſting as above, and diſtilling the Liquor by Aſhes as above: This Magiſtery thus repeat, till the whole Bo­dy hath re-aſſumed its Liquor or Soul, and remains white as Snow, which Body take out, dry, and grind; being ground, put it into a ſmall Cucurbit, ſtrongly luted with lutum ſapientioe, and the Mouth of the Cucurbit, ſtopp'd with Cotton, and ſet the Veſſel in a Furnace of Aſhes; but take notice, if the Fire be too violent, the matter will turn into Oyl, and cannot be ſublimed, beſides there will be danger of breaking the Veſſel, as has hap­pened to us, and therefore we are willing to adviſe you to con­tinue an eaſy heat, till the matter be ſublimed: This alſo ob­ſerve, that this way of ſubliming may alſo be done in the Fire of an Athanor, but then the matter will not be ſublimed in leſs than the ſpace of three or four days; which ſublimation will indeed be moſt white, as the Scales of Fiſh, or as Talk: Then warily take out the Magneſia, the firſt matter of our common Mercury, our Sal Armoniack, our Sulphur, which keep in a ſmall Cucur­bit, well ſtopp'd in Aſhes, warm as the Sun, but that which re­mains in the bottom, and cannot be ſublimed, caſt away, becauſe of no efficacy, its precious Seed being vacuated.
Here he diſſolves Mercury with calcined Jupiter upon an Iron Plate per deliquium, with which he cohobates the Vegetable Salt of the firſt or ſecond Experiment (Salt of Tartar impregnated with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or ſublimed into a Vegetable Sal Armoniack) in equal weight (yet by degrees) through an Alem­bick; (inſtead of this Menſtruum may be taken the Vegetable Hea­ven of Lully) with this Menſtruum he diſſolves common Argent vive, and reduceth it into a white Oyl, out of which Oyl he draws the animated Spirit, repeating the Work, till the Earth of the Mercury remains black, fixed, and without fume on a hot Plate: This exani­mated and reverberated Earth he revivifies, by imbibing it with a fourth part of the animated Spirit ſeven times rectify'd, till it be­comes white and volatile, which then he ſublimes into a Mercurial [Page] Sal Armoniack, the making of which differs not from the antecedent Deſcriptions of the Sal Armoniacks; but if it be mixed with four parts of Lully's Vegetable Heaven, that which is call'd the incalci­nated Menſtruum is made from thence, and ſo much the ſtronger, as that Sal Armoniack is ſtronger than the Oyl of Mercury, but if this firſt matter of Mercury be circulated according to its time, you will make a Menſtruum deſerving the Name of Mercurial Heaven. Guido prepares the incalcinated Menſtruum not from common Mer­cury, but the Mercury of Metals, Sol or Luna.


47. The Menſtruum of Guido for Precious Stones. Pag. 92. Theſauri. Chym.
TAke of the Vegetable Menſtruum acuated (deſcribed in the Seventh Kind in Numb. 38. or Numb. 39.) four parts, of the Oyl of the Mercury of Sol or Luna one part, mix. He elſewhere pag. 84. deſcribes the Oyl of the Mercury of Metals thus: Take of the Mercury of Sol (a Deſcription of which we ſhall have lower in the third Book) three Pounds, of the red Lyon (Gold ſublimed, of the preparation of which in its place in the ſecond Book) twelve Ounces, or equal weight, mix very well, put it in a Cucurbit with its Alembick, lute well, and increaſing the Fire by degrees, ſublime, and the Mercury will aſcend partly quick, partly in the form of a w [...]e or Aſh-Colour'd Sublimate, and about the lower part of the Glaſs, of a citrine Colour, mix the quick Mer­cury again with the Sublimate, and again ſublime, and that ſo oft, till all the Mercury is ſublimed, which being ſo ſublimed, put into Phials of a large bottom, and in every one eight Oun­ces, to putrify in Balneo ſix weeks, and then ſix weeks in Balneo rorido, and the ſublimed Mercury of Sol will be reſolved into a black Oyl, which rectify through an Alembick, firſt with a weak Fire, then a ſtronger, laſtly moſt ſtrong, ſo will you have the Oyl of the Mercury of Sol.
But beſides Mercury, that open Metal, Menſtruums of this Kind may be alſo made of the other Metals, though more compact, an Exam­ple of which we have in the Lunar Menſtruum of Lully.

48. The Lunar Menſtruum of Lully. In Experimento 24.
[Page]
TAke common Mercury, and waſh it with Vinegar; when the terreſtreity of it is taken away, let it run through a Goats Skin, then put it into thoſe your Veſſels, of which you had a Form before, (in Numb. 46.) put the Mercury in thoſe Veſſels, and diſtil with repetition, till it turns all into Water, as I taught you above; then take four Ounces of this Mercurial Water, and therein diſſolve one Ounce of the Vegetable Mercu­ry of the ſecond Experiment (Salt of Tartar ſublimed, or Vegetable Sal Armoniack made of the Salt of Tartar) paſs it through an Alembick together with the aforeſaid Mercurial Water, then in every four Ounces of the Water, diſſolve one Ounce of Mercury as before prepared, (that is Vegetable) putrify eight days, then diſtil by Aſhes, increaſe the Fire at laſt, that ſo it may paſs into that which was diſtilled, in which diſſolve half an Ounce of Silver cupellated, then putrify three Days, then diſtil in Aſhes, and laſtly increaſe the Fire a little, that all the clearneſs, or whiteneſs of the Luna may go over by an airy reſolution in this diſtillation.
He extracts not the whole Silver, but the more Volatile part of it, (called in the ways of making Sal Armoniack, animated Spirit) by the Menſtruum of three Veſſels already deſcribed in Numb. 26. with the Deſcription of it there declared, you may explain thoſe things which are more obſcure in the preſent Receipt. He ſometimes joyns the animated Spirit of Luna, and the animated Spirit of Sol toge­ther, and by circulation reduceth them into an admirable Menſtru­um, after this manner;

49. The Circulatum majus or Acetum acerri­mum of Lully. In Experimento 25.
[Page]
TAke the ſimple Vegetable Menſtruum of three individuals, deſcribed before in Numb. 26.) then take Luna, calcine it with Mercury, then take principal care to remove all the Mer­cury from the calcined Luna, and the ſame way calcine Sol with Mercury, then let all the Mercury be taken wholly from it: theſe two Bodies put into Glaſs Diſhes each by it ſelf apart, and to them each by it ſelf apart pour clarifyed Honey, mixing the Calxes of the two Bodies very well with the Honey upon Aſhes ſo as to boyl, then take the Honey from the Calxes, by waſhing them in hot diſtilled Water, and the Calxes will remain in the bottom of the Veſſel, then mix the Calxes with the Honey again, boyling as before, and mixing with a Spoon as before, and thus repeat your Work three times as well in the Calx of Luna, as Sol: Then take theſe two Bodies being calcined and waſhed, and put them into a Veſſel of ſolution ſeverally, and pour upon them of the former coelificated Menſtruum (of the three individuals) ſo much as will ſwim three Fingers above it, cover the Veſſel with a blind Head, luting the Joynts well with wax gummed, that it may no way reſpire, ſet it in Balneo for a Natural Day, ſo as to boyl gently, then for two other Days put it upon Aſhes, and let it boyl gently as before, then empty that part of Sol, which was diſſolved into another Veſſel by it ſelf, which ſolution will be of a yellow Colour: So alſo take out the diſſolution of Luna by it ſelf apart, and pour it into another Veſſel, each of which diſſolutions keep in each Veſſel as before in Balneo, but the diſſo­lution of Luna will be of a Sea or Green Colour; the undiſſol­ved Earth as well of Sol as Luna dry upon Aſhes: Which done, pour again to each, of the new circulated Menſtruums, and the Veſſel being covered with a blind Head as before, ſet it in Bal­neo, and make it boyl gently as before, and continue the ſame boyling upon Aſhes, laſtly decant the diſſolution of each Body as before into its Veſſel, wherein the other diſſolutions above were kept by themſelves apart: But this Magiſtery you muſt [Page] repeat, till all the Sol, and all the Luna are diſſolved; theſe diſ­ſolutions putrify by themſelves apart the ſpace of forty Days, after putrefaction put the diſſolutions ſeverally into two Urinals, with Alembicks and Receivers ſtopp'd, and the Joynts being well luted, diſtil firſt the whole Menſtruum in Balneo, but the Bodies will remain in the form of an Oyl, then again pour upon them ſo much of their Water lately diſtill'd, as to ſwim three Fingers above the Matter, cover the Veſſel with a blind Head, and putrify twenty four Hours, then take away the blind Head, and put on an Alembick with a Receiver, and luting the Joynts, diſtil with a gentle Fire in Aſhes; laſtly increaſe the Fire ſome­what, that the air (the animated Spirit) may paſs over into the Water, laſt of all likewiſe force it with a ſtronger degree of heat, till the Fire (the Soul being more viſcous) aſcends over into the air; the Veſſels being cold, pour again the new reſerved Water to the remaining Matter, the animated Spirit of each Body be­ing firſt luted in its Receiver, to prevent reſpiring, cover the Urinal again with a H [...]nd Head, putrifying as before, and laſtly diſtil in Aſhes as before, laſt of all as before, increaſe the Fire; thus repeat the Magiſtery, till both the Bodies of Sol and Luna are by an airy revolution tranſmitted ſeverally through the Alembick: But if theſe Bodies will not entirely come over by diſtillation (a little indeed will remain, which keep for the reſt of the Experiments) then take the animated Spirit of Sol, recti­fy it oftentimes by it ſelf in Aſhes, but be ſure not to take away any of the Terreſtreities, which will every rectification remain in the bottom of the Veſſel, but rather pour back the diſtilled Water always to the ſame Faeces, till you have performed the Work ſeven times compleat: And obſerve the ſame order in recti­fying the Water of animated Luna reſerved before. This done, joyn theſe two Waters together, which Conjunction is called the Conjunction of Father and Mother, Male and Female, Man and Woman: And thus will you have the Menſtruum majus, the Ani­mal, Vegetable, and Mineral, being joyned together, and theſe three reduced into one ſubſtance you muſt circulate ſixty Days in a Veſſel ſo luted, as not to reſpire; Circulation being com­pleated, you will have the Menſtruum majus brought to action, the power of which is ſo great, as not to be related: This there­fore is that admirable Menſtruum which diſſolves all Bodies, with [Page] the preſervation of their vegetative and tranſmutative Form: This, I ſay, is that Menſtruum containing in it ſuch odour and fragrancy, that nothing can be compared to it: This laſtly is the reſoluble Menſtruum, which is by the Wiſe call'd by almoſt innumerable Names, the Acetum acerrimum, which converts Gold into a Spirit: This is the Aqua Sicca, Aqua Solis, and Aqua Vitoe; Pariſinus made this Menſtruum, (which he otherwiſe calls the greater Mercury, or compounded Menſtruum) by this method.

50. The Circulatum majus of Pariſinus. In Apertorio. Cap. G.
TAke of the beſt calcined Luna three Ounces, of Sol alſo cal­cined according to Chapter H, (in which the Calcinations of Metals are after the common way deſcribed) two Ounces to each, being put by its ſelf in its Glaſs, pour of Circulated, or the ſim­ple Quinteſſence (acuated with Honey, or the Coelum melliſluum deſcribed in Numb. 10.) the height of four Fingers, the Veſſels with their blind Heads put in Balneo two Days, and in Aſhes two more: when you ſee the Waters in ſome meaſure tinged, decant them, and the diſſolutions keep by themſelves in Balneo well ſtopp'd, to the undiſſolved Calxes pour again of E, digeſting, decanting, and repeating ſo often, till the Bodies of Sol and Luna be reduced into a liquid ſubſtance, then diſtil the Compoſition (Diſſolution) of Sol, and the Compoſition of Luna in Balneo, and the Bodies will remain in the bottom of the Glaſs like an Oyl; but to the Waters drawn from the ſaid Luminaries in Balneo, put Vegetable Sulphur, according to the weights of the Sol and Luna, and it will in the ſpace of two Days be diſſolved in Balneo; ſo ſoon as the ſaid Sulphur is diſſolved in every of its Veſſels, pour every one to its Metallick Oyl, but to avoid Er­ror, you muſt know that your diſſolved Sulphur is that which we taught the preparation of in Chapter L, namely, that which is extracted out of (Philoſophical) Wine, otherwiſe called, Sal Armoniack, put the Veſſels in Putrefaction eight Days, then draw off the Waters in Balneo every one by it ſelf, then pour of new Water the height of two Fingers, cover the Veſſels with blind Heads, and digeſt for a Day in Balneo, then put on [Page] common Alembicks, and diſtil the Waters gently in Aſhes, then increaſe the Fire, that the air may alſo aſcend into the Waters; the Veſſels being cold, pour new Water to each re­mainder, cover them with blind Heads, digeſt in Balneo for a Night, then diſtil in Aſhes, and this repeat as before, till you have extracted all the Liquor of the two Luminaries; keep the Earths, and if a little of it be caſt upon a red hot Plate, and burns not, it is an infallible ſign, becauſe the ſaid Earth is depri­ved of its Soul; keep theſe two Earths mix'd together in dige­ſtion of Aſhes, for the receiving of their Mercuries, (the diſtil­led Airs or Eſſences) as we ſhall teach in Chapter L. (in the way of making the mineral Sal Armoniacks, or Metallick of Gold and Silver). Now take the Liquors of both the ſaid Luminaries, that is, their Souls or Mercuries, already paſs'd through an Alem­bick, and joyn them together, diſtilling through an Alembick in Aſhes; if any ſlimy Earth remains, add it to the former Earths reſerved, and this do ſix times, always removing the ſlimy Earth: Take a large Veſſel or Cucurbit, with an Alembick made all of a piece, in which pour your compounded Menſtruum, ſtopping the Mouth with a Glaſs Stopple, luted with the white of an Egg, quick Lime, and courſe Paper, which being dryed, lute then with our Bitumen, made of an equal quantity of Pitch, Wax, and Maſtick, and Circulate in a Sophical Balneo, as we ſhewed you at Mr. Angelo's Houſe in the Famous City of Venice, when we made the ſimple Circulated Menſtruum, and let it be Circula­ting forty Natural Days, which being expired, you will ſee our Menſtruum or Mercury clearer than Criſtal, and more odoriferous than any Perfume: This Menſtruum, my Son! hath the power of diſſolving the two Luminaries, and reducing them from pow­er to action; and you muſt know that by this alone, yet with the addition of its red or white ferment, you will by Circula­tion make particulars of great projection: This is that which our Captain Raymund Lully, in his Epiſtola Accurtatoria, ſpoke of, ſaying, Having diſſolved Sol, and drawn the Water from it in Balneo, then know the Gold is made Spiritual, and irreducible into its former Body, to which if you add a hundred parts of common Mercury, it will congeal it into true Gold: Moreover, my Son! if the ſaid Gold congealed into a Gum be diſſolved in ſome Water, and given to a Patient of what infirmity ſoever, [Page] he will in a very few Days return to his good temperament; it removes whiteneſs of hair, and all other ſigns of Old Age, re­ſtores former Youth, and preſerves health even to the time pre­fixed by the Eternal God: Know alſo, that ſhould I deſcribe all the Miracles (and indeed they may well be called Miracles) and all the effects performed by this Mercury, which, as I remem­ber, I ſufficiently declared to you by Word of Mouth, and ex­plained the various Sayings of our Captain in the Book of Quin­teſſence then, &c.

From the Receipts we obſerve.
1. That theſe Menſtruums are ſtronger than all the antecedent, as being acuated with better arids, or dry things, and therefore do not extract the Eſſences, but diſſolve the whole Body into a Magiſtery.
2. That theſe Menſtruums are the Magiſteries of Metals and Minerals, and therefore Medecines.
3. That they are made many ſeveral ways now known to us.
4. That the Sal Armoniacks of Metals are made the ſame ways as Vegetable Sal Armoniacks.
5. That every one of them is properly called Philoſophers Mercury, or Mercury of the Mercury of Gold, Silver, Iron, &c. ſublimed; the Mercury of Antimony, common Sulphur, &c. ſublimed, becauſe like common Mercury ſublimed, it is moſt eaſily reſuſcitated by hot Water or Vinegar, into the running Mercury of Gold, Silver, Iron, Antimo­ny, &c. as we ſhall be better aſſured by Examples of the following Books.
6. That ſimple Vegetable Menſtruums, do as being permanent Wa­ters, continue alſo with things Metallick, and ſtick moſt perfectly to them, not for Medicines only, but alſo for the making of precious Stones, yea Tinctures, as well particular as univerſal: As to the ſimple Vegeta­ble Menſtruums, extract the Eſſences of Vegetables, and the ſame com­pounded, that they do make Magiſteries for a Medicinal uſe, we ſhall ea­ſily agree; but for the unctuous, and moſt inflamable Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine, made of combuſtible Vegetables and Animals, to be a con­ſtitutive to any Chymical Tincture, ſeems to be an aſſertion altogether Paradoxical; for which cauſe are we to be admoniſhed that the Adepts rejected every Combuſtible Vegetable and Animal, as a thing uſeleſs [Page]for their Tinctures, but never deſpiſed the purify'd Elements of Ve­getables and Animals, made incombuſtible, or acquiring incombuſti­bility in the proceſs it ſelf, though they have declared them to be (without the ferment of the Stone) inſufficient, as alſo Metals alone without theſe Menſtruums, being therefore mix'd with Metals, they make Tinctures as well particular as univerſal for Metals, Witneſs Ripley, ſaying: If you have a mind to make Gold and Silver by the Philoſophical Art, you muſt for that purpoſe take neither Eggs nor Blood, but Gold and Silver, which are Naturally and Prudently, and not Manually calcined, for they produce a new Generation increaſing their Kind, as all other Natural Things: But ſuppoſe a Man might with benefit effect it in things not Metallick, in which are Colours found in Aſpect pleaſant, as in Blood, Urine, Eggs, and Wine, or in half Minerals taken out of Mines, yet would it be neceſſary for the Elements of them to be firſt putrifyed, and joyn'd in Matrimony with the Elements of perfect Bodies. Libro. 12. portar. portu. 1. The Elixir, he proceeds, is not to be made of Wine, as Wine, nor of Eggs, Hair, or Blood, as meerly Eggs, Hair, or Blood, but of the Elements only, and therefore we are to ſeek, in order to obtain the Ele­ments in the excellency of their ſimplicity and rectification; for the Elements, ſaies the Philoſopher Bacon in his Speculum, are the Roots and Mothers of all things living: But the Elements of the things aforeſaid are not Ingredients to the making of Elixirs, but by the Virtue and Commixtion with the Elements of Spirits (whereof he recites four, Argent vive, Sulphur, Arſenick, and com­mon Sal Armoniack,) and Metallick Bodies, and ſo, as Roger Bacon ſaies, they are Ingredients, and do make the great Elixir. Mid. Phil. Chym. Cap. 3. We, ſaith he further, take neither of the firſt Principles, they being too ſimple, nor of the laſt, they being too groſs and fecualent, but only the middle, in which is the tincture and true Oyl, ſeparated from any unclean Terreſtreity, and Phlegmatick Water; therefore ſaith Raymund thus: The uncti­ous Liquor is the near Matter of our Phyſical Argent vive: And though thoſe Bodies, in which thoſe Mercuries are hidden, be ſold openly by Apothecaries at a low Price, according to the ſaying of the Philoſopher in this manner: Our Sulphurs we have from the Apothecaries at a mean Price, yet if you underſtand not the Art of ſeparating the Elements, according to the Do­ctrine [Page] of Ariſtotle, in is Epiſtle to Alexander, in the Book of the Secrets of Secrets, where he ſaith, Separate the ſubtil from the groſs, the thin from the thick, and when you have drawn Wa­ter out of Air, Air out of Fire, and Fire out of Earth, then have you the full Art: except, I ſay, you underſtand this, you will do little or nothing in my Work. Pupilla Alchym. Pag. 298. It appertains not to this place to prove theſe things by more Examples, it is enough to have inſtanced theſe few by way of anticipation, the following Books treating more copiouſly of this Truth.
7. That the Name (Hell Fire) the Menſtruum of Triſmoſinus, is the proper and common Name of Mercurial Menſtruums: for moſt of the Adepts do affirm Mercury to be of a moſt hot, yea Fiery Nature: ſome few deny, accounting it the coldeſt Metal.
Amongſt the Affirmers was the great Paracelſus, ſaying: We find Mercury to be inwardly of the greateſt heat, and no way to be coagulated, but by the greateſt cold. Libro. 6. Archid. magic. Whoever think Mercury to be of a moiſt and cold Nature, are convinced of an open Error, it being of its Nature moſt hot and moiſt, by reaſon of which it always and perpetually ſloweth; for if it was of a moiſt and cold Nature, it would be like frozen Water, and be alwaies hard and ſolid, and it would be neceſſa­ry to melt it by the heat of Fire, as other Metals, which indeed it requires not, having a Natural Liquation and Flux through its own heat, which keeps it in a perpetual Fluxion, and makes it quick, that it can neither dye, nor be congealed. Coelum Phil. Sect. de calore merc. pag. 124. No Name can be found for this Liqueſaction (Fluxion of Argent vive) much leſs the Original of it, by which it may be called, and no heat being ſo vehement, as to be equivalent to it, Hell Fire ought to be compared to it. Coelum Phil. can.. 1.121. Baſilius taught the ſame, ſaying: The Fiery Spirit of Sulphur being inviſibly incorporated in Mercury, therefore it prefers it ſelf in Fluxion, not to be coagulated, &c. For Mercury is a meer Fire, and therefore cannot be burned by any Fire; no Fire toucheth it ſo, as to deſtroy it, for either, &c. Currus triumph. Antimonii, Pag. 40.
And Sendivogius: I Mercury am Fire, &c. My Spirit and the Spirit of Fire love one another, and ſo far as able, one accompa­nies the other, &c. If any Man knows the Fire of my Heart, he ſees Fire is my Food, and the longer the Spirit of my Heart eats [Page] Fire, the fatter it will be, the Death of which is afterward the Life of all things, &c. I am Fire within, Fire is my Food. Dialog. Mercurii Pag. 515. Volum. 4. Theat. Chym.
Ripley did by the moſt hot things of Lully (acuating the Vegeta­ble Menſtruum, without the Virtue of which things, it would not be able to diſſolve Metals, but in a long time) underſtand Mercury: I am, ſaith he, forc'd to ſay, that all theſe things which Raymond ſpeaks (of things moſt hot) are covered with a Philoſophical Veil, for his Saying is, That diſſolution muſt be made with Spirit of Wine, but his intention alſo is, that in this Spirit (of Philſophi­cal Wine) may be had another reſoluble Menſtruum, which is only of the Metallick Kind. Medul. Phil, Pag. 168. For that is Raymund's Water, which Mary the Propheteſs ſpeaks of, ſaying, Make your Water as a running Water, by Divine Inſpiration extracted out of the two Mineral and Vegetable Zaiboth (Mer­curies) that is, circulated together into a Criſtalline Water, &c. becauſe, as ſaith Raymund, there being in Mercury a Point of Igneity, by the power of which is diſſolution made, it is requi­ſite to animate it with the Water of Vegetable Mercury, other­wiſe it can diſſolve nothing: And this is the Water containing all thoſe things which you want, and by Virtue thereof are Pearls made. And this Vegetable Water being compounded, doth by Virtue of the Mercury (Mineral) preſently diſſolve all Bo­dies, and by reaſon of its Vegetability (Vegetable Menſtruum) revivify every Body, and by its attractive Virtue, (Symbolical Nature) produce an Oyl from every Body, and Mercury draws to it ſelf its like, that is, the Mercury of a Body. Of this Wa­ter, ſaith Raymund, in Compendio Art. Tranſm. ad Regem Rober­tum: You know, moſt Serene Prince, that our Stone is made of nothing but Argent vive alone, that is, compounded of Vegeta­ble and Mineral: And therefore ſaid the ancient Philoſophers, the Stone is made of one thing only, that is, Argent vive, Viatic. pag. 345.
Mercurial Waters are called Ignes Gehennae, by reaſon of this Fiery Nature of Argent vive, the corroſive Specifick was becauſe of the Mercurial Water call'd by Paracelſus Ignis Gehennae. Libro. de Specif. Pag. 29. The Circulatum majus, prepared from Mercury, he calls a living Fire, moſt extream Fire, and coeleſtial Fire.
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If you would bring into action, ſaith he, (the Life of Antimo­ny hidden in its Regulus) you muſt reſuſcitate that Life with its like living Fire, or Metallick Vinegar, with which Fire many of the Philoſophers proceeded ſeveral ways, but agreeing in the Foundation, they all hit the intended Mark, &c. Yet that Fire, or Corporal Life in common Mercury is found much more per­fect and ſublime, which manifeſtly proves by its flowing, that there is a moſt abſolute Fire, and coeleſtial Life hidden in it; wherefore whoever deſires to graduate his Metallick Heaven (the Arcanum Lapidis, or Antimonii) to the higheſt, and reduce it to action, he muſt firſt extract the firſt liquid Being, as the coeleſtial Fire, Quinteſſence, and Metallick Acetum acerrimum out of the Corporal Life, (common Mercury) &c. Libro. 10. Archid. Cap. 6. Pag. 39.
Amongſt the Deniers, who judge Mercury to be of a cold Nature, is firſt Bernhard, illuſtrious for Learning as well as Linage, ſaying: Whereas Mercury is compounded of the four Elements, they therefore being heated by the common and general Cauſes, the Natural heat is excited by its own motion, by ſuch motion as this are the Fire and Air in Mercury moved likewiſe, and by lit­tle and little elevated, theſe Elements being more worthy than the Water and Earth of Mercury, nevertheleſs moiſtneſs and coldneſs are predominant, &c. Lib. Alchym. Pag. 766. Volum. 1. Theat. Chym. Argent vive being moſt cold, may in a ſhort time be made moſt hot, and may the ſame way be made temperate with things temperate by the Ingenuity of an Artiſt. Epiſt. ad Thomam, Pag. 57. Art. Aurif. Arnoldus de Villa Nova in the Book, call'd Roſarium, is obſerved to have declared, that crude Mercury, that is, Argent vive, which is by its Nature cold and moiſt, may by ſublimation be made hot and dry, then by revivi­fication made hot and moiſt like the Complexion of Men, &c. The ſaid Arnold, though a Reverend Doctor, and Ingeni [...]us in other Sciences, yet perhaps handled Experiments in this Art without the Doctrine of Cauſes; but he ſaith, that in the firſt Purgation, the crude Spirit (Argent vive) is ſublimed with the leſs Minerals and Salts, and that Mercury it ſelf, which is in its Nature cold and moiſt, may be made a Powder by Nature hot and dry, as he ſaith, this is indeed of no benefit to our Philoſo­phical Work: but ſuppoſe a Man may make ſuch a Powder, as [Page] he ſpeaks of, out of Mercury, namely, dry and hot by ſublima­tion with ſaline Things, yet theſe Purgations are vain and im­pertinent, yea hurtful as to the perfecting of our Work, &c. And if it be ſaid by way of inſtance, that as by Purging the impuri­ties of Mercury, the ſaid Arnold dryed it by ſublimation, ſo alſo, as you ſay Thomas, moiſtened it by revivification, and made the Mercury hot and moiſt, ſuitable to his own (humane) Body in Nature, this indeed impedes not my Reverend Doctor, nor im­pugnes the Truth of the Philoſophical Art; yea rather the Error appears in this Natural Art: For, as it is clear, Arnold teach­eth, (if you regard the ſound of Words) that Mercury being thus dryed, by hot Water, into which it is caſt, is revivifyed, and he ſaith, made hot and moiſt, whereas when firſt ſublimed, it was hot and dry: But what Philoſopher can truly ſay, that Mercu­ry, or any other Metal, is by ſimple Water, though never ſo hot and boyling, changed as to its internal quality in Nature, acquires moiſtneſs Natural to it ſelf, and ſo is revivifyed? In this revivification therefore Mercury requires nothing, foraſmuch as common Water decocts not, nor alters it, becauſe it enters it not, and that which enters not, alters not, becauſe every thing to be alter'd muſt firſt be mixed: Some ſuperficial impurities of Mercury, ſuch Water may indeed waſh away from it, but can­not infuſe a new quality into it: For ſuch a Nature as Mercury had when reduced into Powder, and mortified by ſublimations, ſuch a Nature exactly will it keep being revivifyed by Water: This I am willing to ſay with Reverence and Honour to the ſaid Arnold, but I conſider and defend the Truth of Nature and Experiment. About the end of his Epiſtle to Thomas.
But be it what it will, it conſiſts not with our Prudence to adhere to any Opinions, of what Authority ſoever, but to Truth alone; in which reſpect we ſay Argent vive is neither cold, nor hot, yet that being of eaſier diſſolution than the reſt of the Metals, it is moſt fit for this kind of Menſtruums; and that the Mercurial Waters prepared from it, may by Chymical Liberty be called Hell-Fires, though beſides theſe Waters the Adepts call alſo other Menſtruums Infernal Fire, of which ſort is the acetum acerrimum of Ripley in the Fifth Kind: But the following Arguments taken out of the Text it ſelf do prove, that Arnold, Lully's Maſter, was as to his reducing of Argent vive into the firſt Matter or Eſſence, not ſufficiently underſtood, and miſ­obſerved[Page]by Bernhard, taking Aqua ſervens for common boyling Wa­ter: Arnold divided the Second Book of his Roſary into four Principal Works; which are, Solution, Ablution, Reduction, and Fixion, as appears by the firſt Chapter of the aforeſaid Book: Of the firſt Work, namely, the Diſſolution of the Stone, in the ſecond Chapter, thus: You muſt diſſolve the Stone (Gold or Silver) being dry and thick, into Argent vive, that it may be reduced into its firſt Matter; and all this is done by Argent vive only, it alone having the Power of converting Sol and Luna into their firſt Matter; but Argent vive having a terreſtrial and aduſtible ſeculency in it without inflammation, and ſubſtance of aqueity, you muſt of neceſſity take away that which is ſuperfluous, and ſupply what is wanting, if you deſire a compleat Medicine; but the Earthly feculency is to be wholly taken away by ſublimati­on, &c. This ſublimation or depuration of Mercury he deſcribes in the third Chapter following: The Craft (Way) therefore of re­moving the Earthy ſuperfluous ſubſtance from it, is to ſublime it once or twice with Vitrum (Vitriol formerly ſo called) and Salt, till the ſubſtance of it becomes moſt white, having aſcended moſt white, caſt it into Aqua fervens, till it returns into Argent vi­ve; then take the Water from it, and Work with it, becauſe it is not good to operate with it, except it be firſt purifyed this way: and therefore ſaith Avicen, The firſt things to begin with, is the ſublimation of Mercury, after that, the ſolution of it, that it may return into its firſt Matter, and ſublime it wholly: Then put clean Bodies in the ſame, weighed into this clean Mer­cury, &c.
If we reſpect the ſound of the Words, Bernard in his long Argumen­tation corrected Arnold deſervedly, but if the Senſe of the Words, here is nothing deſerving Correction: Aqua fervens, the Name of Arnolds Menſtruum, is the chief and almoſt only thing concealed by Arnold in the whole Practice of his Book, which had he manifeſted, he would have proſtituted all the more ſecret Chymy; but that he meant not common boyling Water, is proved by the following conſidera­tions.
1. Gold or Silver muſt be diſſolved into Argent vive, or the firſt matter, firſt Being, Eſſence, &c. by Argent vive, not common, but Philoſophically prepared: Nothing reduceth Gold into a firſt Matter, but a firſt Matter; as here the firſt Matter of common Mercury, clean [Page]Mercury, or the Mercury of Mercury. The Adepts have a Rule, That a firſt Matter prepares a firſt Matter; Therefore as Mercu­ry prepares Mercury; an Eſſence an Eſſence; a Magiſtery a Magi­ſtery; ſo the Philoſophers Mercury, or the primum Ens, Eſſence, &c. of Sol or Luna, cannot be prepared but by the Philoſophers Mercury, primum Ens, or ſome Eſſence; wherefore by Aqua fervens in this Receipt, we underſtand the Eſſence of Mercury, but not in the leaſt common boyling Water.
2. Clean Argent vive, or the firſt Matter of Mercury, made of Argent vive ſublimed by Aqua fervens, cannot be running Mercu­ry, becauſe it is in the Form of a Liquor: For,
Firſt, The diſſolution of Gold made with this clean Mercury is to be filtred. Grind time after time, and imbibe, and boyl-in-Bal­neo, then diſtil through a Filter, till it (meaning the Metal diſſol­ved in the Menſtruum, Chap. 3.) goes through.
Secondly, In the Diſſolution of Gold, the Tincture only is extract­ed, the Body being left. Be patient, ſaith he, and extract not the Tincture haſtily, nor ſeek to have things perfect haſtily or ſwift­ly, for the firſt Error in this Art is haſte, &c. Bodies diſſolved are reduced to the Nature of a Spirit, and are never ſeparated, as neither Water mixed with Water, and that becauſe Nature re­joyceth in Nature, as the Spouſe is joyned with the Bridegroom; but thoſe things which are not diſſolved, have not pure parts, except they be mollified. Therefore, my deareſt, you want wherewith to operate in the diſſolution of the Stone, that is, you muſt ſeparate their purer parts from them, that the Work may be effected with lighter, the heavier parts being caſt away. Cap. 3.
Thirdly, Mercury, or the firſt Matter of Gold prepared with clean Mercury, is alſo liquid. Chap. 3. The beginning of our Work is to diſſolve our Stone (Gold or Silver) into Mercury, or into a Mercurial Water, Chap. 4. No wonder therefore if Mercury pre­pared by Aqua fervens be called Water: It is ſaith he, expedient to diſſolve Bodies by Water, that is, by Argent vive. Cap. 3.
Fourthly, Becauſe it extracts an Oyl from every thing. Put, ſaith he, of the pureſt Mercury ſo much as to ſwim four Fingers, or more, which is better upon the ſubſtance of the Body, from which you would extract an Oyl, then kindle a gentle Fire un­der it till you ſee the Oyl, that is, the Air of it, by little and lit­tle [Page] aſcend, or be elevated upon the Mercury; gather it warily, and keep it apart, &c. Cap. 10.
3. This Proceſs of Arnold is ordinary, and call'd by the Adepts, The way of ſeparating the Elements, which cannot be done with­out either a Vegetable or Mineral Menſtruum.
4. Aqua fervens among the Adepts is the uſual Name of Men­ſtruum. Diſſolve, ſaith Lully, the pureſt Sol in its own Aqua fervens, then ſeparate the Phlegm, and the Sol will remain be­low, &c. Codicil. cap. 43. Pag. 203. That Fire burns Gold more than Elemental Fire, becauſe it contains heat of a terre­ſtrial Nature, and reſolves without any fortitude (force, efferveſ­cence, or corroſion) which common Fire cannot do; we therefore enjoyn you to make the Magiſtery of the hotteſt things you can get, and you will have an Aqua calida, which reſolves every ſtrong thing. Vade mecum. Pag. 272.
Which Form of Speech Bernhard himſelf knew, out of Mori­enus: Saying, Know that our Laton is red, but of no benefit to us, till it be made white: Know alſo, that Aqua tepida: calida, and fervens, Synonima's of one Menſtruum) penetrates and whitens, even as it ſelf is (white,) and a moiſt vaporous Fire ef­fects all things: Again Bendegid, Johannes Mehungus, and Haly: You that ſeeking Day and Night ſpend your Mony, waſte your Wealth, and Time, tormenting your Wits in vain about the ſubtilties of Books, I admoniſh you out of Charity, through Compaſſion, as a Father moved toward his Son, that you would, I ſay, whiten the red Laton by a white odoriferous Aqua tepida, but tear ſo many Sophiſtical Books, ſo many Methods, and leave ſuch great ſubtilties; believe me, that it may be well with you. Lib. Alchym. 770. Vol. Theat. 11. Chym.
5. It is by the blackneſs of the diſſolution proved, that Arnold's Aqua fervens was a ſimple Vegetable Menſtruum; the black ap­pearing above, ſaith he, gather apart, becauſe that is the Oyl, and the true ſign of diſſolution, becauſe this which is diſſolved, attains to the end of ſublimity, and is therefore ſeparated from the lower parts, aſcending upwards, and aſpiring to higher pla­ces. Cap. 3. Rofarii.
Theſe things we are willing to ſay, not impeaching the Reverence and Honour of Bernhard, but we contemplate and defend the Truth and Experiment of Arnold.


The Ninth KIND. Vegetable Compounded Menſtruums made of Simple Vegetable Menſtruums, and Things tinging, being firſt fixed.
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51. The Circulatum majus, or Metallick Acetum acerrimum of Paracelſus. Lib. 10. Arch. pag. 38.
IF common Mercury ought to be reduced into the firſt li­quid Being, then is it firſt to be mortify'd, and deprived of its Form, and that is done by ſeveral ſublimations with Vi­triol and common Salt, that at laſt it may be made like ſixed Criſtal: Then diſſolve it in its Matrix, namely, in the primum Ens of Salt, (the Circulatum minus made of Salt, or the Water of Salt circulated deſcribed above in Numb. 27.) putrify a Month; add to it new Arcanum of Salt (Circulatum minus) that the im­pure may be precipitated to the bottom, but the pure turn'd into Criſtals: ſublime the ſame in a cloſe Reverberatory, being ſub­limed, turn it up continually, till it comes to a redneſs; this ſub­limation extract with the Spirit of Wine rectifyed to the high­eſt (Philoſophical Wine) ſeperate the Spirit of Wine (by diſtillati­on) the remainder (the dry Tincture or Crocus of Mercury) diſſolve upon a Marble, (per deliquium) and digeſt for a Month, pour new Spirit of Wine to it, digeſt for a time, and diſtil; Then will the Arcanum of the primum Ens, or firſt being of Mercury riſe over in a liquid ſubſtance, which is by the Philoſophers cal­led Metallick Acetum acerrimum, and in our Archidoxyes Circu­latum majus: And the ſame is to be underſtood of Antimony, Gemms, and all other Metals.
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Annotations.
THere is a great difference between this and the precedent Kind, though they both treat of Mercurial Waters: The antecedent were made of crude Mercury: This Circulatum of Paracelſus, is indeed made of Mercury, but firſt fixed: The precedent were moſt clear; theſe greater Circulatums are indeed moſt clear, but alſo moſt red, and ſo much better in their Tinctures than the precedent. The Receipt we will conſider as divided into its parts, in the firſt of which Paracelſus ſublimes Argent vive ſo often, till it be made like fixed Criſtal, that is, like mineral or common Criſtal, clear and tranſpa­rent: As this part is common, ſo it leſs needs explaining. In his Book, De Renovat & Reſtaur. he takes only Mineral Gold or Anti­mony for the ſame Work, which Bodies notwithſtanding are more bound up than the open Metal, Mercury; and for this reaſon it may ſeem to be fit enough for diſſolution in Circulated Salt without ſubli­mation: For the illuſtration of the Receipt, we will add the Deſcri­ption of the ſaid Book.
Take of mineral Gold or Antimony moſt finely ground one Pound, of Salt Circulated four Pounds, being mixed, digeſt them together in Horſe-Dung for a Month; from thence will ſpring a Water, wherefore the pure muſt be ſeparated from the impure, coagulate it into a Stone, which calcine with Wine cenificated (lenificated) and ſeparate again, and diſſolve upon a Marble: Let this Water be putrified for a Month, from it will be produ­ced a Liquor, wherein are all ſuch Signs, as in the primum Ens of Gold or Antimony, wherefore we deſervedly call it the primum Ens of thoſe things: It is no otherwiſe to be underſtood of Mer­cury, and other things alſo.
In the ſecond part, he diſſolves Mercury being ſo ſublimed, in Salt Circulated, the primum Ens of Salt, the Arcanum of Salt, the Water of Salt Circulated, (Synonima's of Paracelſus his Circula­tum minus) putrifies or digeſts, precipitates with new Circulated Salt, filters, and laſtly reduceth it into Criſtals, or Philoſophical Vi­triol. In the Receipt of Lib. de Renov. he adds the weights of things: Take, ſaith he, of mineral Gold or Antimony one Pound, of Salt Circulated four Pounds, and then digeſts, and ſeparates [Page] the impure from the pure, and coagulates into Criſtals. Some­times he diſſolves Bodies by ſome mineral Menſtruum, which he draws off two or three times from them, and ſweetens them again by taking away all the acidity ſo far as he is able with common Water: Thus he diſſolves common Sulphur in the ſtrongeſt Aqua fortis (Pa­racelſus his Aqua regis, to be deſcribed in the eighteenth Kind) co­hobates three times into a black Matter, which he ſweetens with di­ſtilled Water, Libro de morte rerum.
For it is much at one, whether Gold or Antimony be diſſolved by the Circulatum minus only, and reduced into a Philoſophical Vi­triol; or whether Argent vive, for the abbreviation of time, be in the ſublimation of it firſt impregnated with the acidity of Salts, and ſo made more open for the Work, and then mixed with the Circulatum minus, purified by digeſtion and precipitation, and laſtly reduced into a Philoſophical Vitriol; or whether to make the time yet ſhorter, Sulphur be mixed with a mineral Menſtruum, that is, an acid, and the Circulatum minus mixed together, and then freed from the acid, ſo as with the Circulatum minus to be made the ſame Philo­ſophical Vitriol; for which way ſoever Philoſophical Vitriol is made, it comes to one and the ſame effect: but of theſe Vitriols hereafter in the Receipts of mineral Menſtruums.
In the third part, he ſublimes the Stones or Criſtals of the Mercu­ry in a cloſe Reverberatory (that is, a Philoſophical Egg) always turning it up, till the Vitriol of the Mercury is at length fixed into a moſt red Precipitate. This part the Sublimations of Sulphur and An­timony in a cloſe Reverberatory will illuſtrate. The ſtrongeſt Aqua fortis being often drawn off from the Sulphur, the remaining matter being made thereby black, and then ſweetned, he reverberates, that is, ſublimes in a cloſe Reverberatory, and being ſublimed, turns up the cloſe Reverberatory, or Philoſophical Egg ſo oft, and continually till it comes to a redneſs, as Antimony, ſaith he, which will become firſt white (ſublimate) then yellow, thirdly red, (precipitate) as Cinnabar; which being obtained, you ought to rejoyce, for it is the beginning of your Riches: This reverberated Sulphur gives a moſt deep tincture to any Luna, reducing it into moſt excellent Gold, and preſerves a Man's Body in moſt perfect Health: This reverberated fixed Sulphur (obſerve) is of ſo great Virtue, as is not fitting to declare. Libro. de morte rerum. pag. 95.
The Reverberation of Antimony is in pag. 67. Chyr. majoris. [Page]hus: Take of Antimony reduced into a moſt fine Alcool, (into Philoſophical Vitriol with the Circulatum minus, by the way of Mercury in the Circulatum majus; or again into a black and ſweet­ned matter by the way of Sulphur,) what quantity you will, let it be reverberated in a cloſe Reverberatory for the ſpace of one Month (continually turning up the Reverberatory, till the matter will be no more ſublimed) and it will be Volatile and Light, firſt White, then Yellow, then Red, laſtly of a Purple or Violet Co­lour: The Antimony being thus fixed by ſublimation, he extracts the tincture, by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, which tincture he calls the moſt Noble, moſt Precious, and only not Divine Eſſence of Lily.
In the fourth part he diſſolves Mercury being precipitated, and ex­tracted by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, per deliquium, and digeſts with new Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and cohobates, till it aſcends through the Alembick into the primum Ens or Eſſence of Mercury, Mercury Circulated, the Circulatum majus prepared from Mercury, &c.
In the Receipt we obſerve,
1. That Argent vive, Antimony, Sulphur, yea Gold, Silver, and all the other Metals, being diſſolved in ſome ſimple Vegetable Men­ſtruum, then reverberated, or by ſublimation fixed, diſſolved per deliquium, and diſtill'd into a liquid ſubſtance, are Argent vive, An­timony, Sulphur, Gold, Silver, &c. Circulated, or the Circulatum majus made of Mercury, Antimony, Sulphur, &c.
2. That theſe Menſtruums are called Circulatums, becauſe they were by the ancient Philoſophers Circulated for the ſpace of thirty or forty, ſometimes ſixty Days.
3. That theſe are called the greater Circulatums, to be diſtin­guiſhed from the leſs Circulatums, being leſs excellent, the greater having greater ſtrength, and communicating tincture to things that are diſſolved in them.
4. That theſe Circulatums are the firſt Beings, or graduated Eſſences of Metals and Minerals, and amongſt things Volatile no­thing can be more excellent than they, they being exalted from a fixed Eſſence or Aſtrum, into a much more Noble Eſſence, called an Arca­num.
[Page]5. That theſe Circulatums are Medicines, or Medicinal Arca­nums.
6. That theſe Circulatums ore moſt red. Sublime the Stones, ſaith Paracelſus, till they come to redneſs. He extracts the tin­cture of Lily out of Antimony reverberated to a Purple or Violet Colour; but makes the Soul of Metals out of Sulphur reverberated, of which thus: What Hermes ſaid, that the Soul alone is the means of joyning the Spirit to the Body, was not impertinently ſpoken: For Sulphur being that Soul, and maturing and excoct­ing all things, as Fire, it will be alſo able to bind the Spirit with the Body, and incorporate and unite them together, ſo as from thence to produce a very Noble Body: The vulgar combuſti­ble Sulphur is not to be reputed the Soul of Metals, but the Soul is ſomething more than a combuſtible and corruptible Body, and therefore: cannot be burned by any Fire, being all Fire it ſelf, and indeed it is nothing elſe but the Quinteſſence of Sul­phur, which is extracted out of Sulphur reverberated by the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine, and is of a red Colour, and clear as a Ruby: Which is indeed a great and notable Arcanum to tranſmute white Bodies, and to coagulate running Mercury in­to fixed and teſted Gold: Accept this as commended to you to make you Rich, and you have reaſon to be content with this only Secret for the tranſmutation of Metals. Lib. 1. de gener. rerum, Nat. pag. 87. If Mercury, Antimony, and Sulphur fixed by reverberation, and the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine drawn off, be red, and diaphanous as a Ruby, it follows that the ſame Bodies, vo­latilized with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, do become more red. From hence we obſerve, that the Menſtruums of Diana are of divers Colours, ſometimes white, milky and opake; ſometimes moſt clear, ſometimes again moſt red and moſt tranſparent; ſo that the Arguments of Bernhard, denying the diaphaneity of Menſtruums, may be eaſily reſolved: Where Fools, ſaith he, do out of the leſs Minerals extract corroſive Waters, into which they put any ſort of Metals, and corrode them: for they think that therefore they are diſſolved by a Natural ſolution, which ſolution indeed re­quires permanence together, that is, of the diſſolvent, and the diſſolved, that from both, as from the Maſculine and Feminine Seed a new Species may reſult: I tell you truly, no Water diſ­ſolves a Metallick Species by Natural Reduction, but that wh [...] [Page] remains with it in matter and form, and which the diſſolved Metals are able to recongeal; which happens not in any ſort of Aqua fortis, but is rather a defiling of the Compoſition, that is, the Body that is to be diſſolved: Nor is that Water pertinent to Bodies in ſolution, which remains not with them in congelati­ons; Mercury is of this ſort, and not Aqua fortis, or that which Fools eſteem Mercurial Water, clear and diaphanous: For if they divide and obſtruct the Homogeneity of Mercury, how will the firſt proportion of the Feminine Seed ſtand and be pre­ſerved? Pag. 60. Epiſt. ad Thomam. The Elixir and Azoth (he goes on) that is, the Vital Spirit (Spirit of Life, Philoſophical Aqua vitae) and fugitive Soul (animated Spirit) are not diapha­nous nor tranſparent, nor clear as the Tear of ones Eye, nor any diſſolving Spirit. Pag. 94. Ejuſd. Epiſt. Which cannot be done in a diaphanous, clear and tranſparent Liquor: becauſe, if the aforeſaid Elixir and Azoth, that is, Spirit and Soul had or could ſhew any diaphaneity, the Earth would now in proportion have diſmiſſed the Water, and ſeparated it ſelf from it, whereas other­wiſe it would have inſpiſſated and coagulated the parts of it, cauſed an opacity in the Elixir and Azoth, and made the Me­tallick Form to ſtand congelable: For in reſtringing fixed Me­tallick Species, the reſtringer muſt of neceſſity act upon the re­ſtringible, and the congealer upon the congelable, which can­not be done in the aforeſaid diaphanous and clear Water: other­wiſe it is in Vegetables, in which a ſimple and diaphanous Water is by decoction inſpiſſated in thoſe Vegetables, which notwith­ſtanding vaniſheth and evaporates at length by the Tryal of Fire, becauſe it is not permanent and fixed in the Compoſition, not having an Earth Naturally Homogeneous to it in Compoſi­tion with it, as Argent vive has; which Earth is indeed the cauſe of permanent fixion in things Homogeneous; wherefore ſimple Water cannot by congelation be fixed with Vegetables, as Mer­cury with Metals: If therefore Mercury hath received diapha­neity in the Philoſophers Work, it will remain in the quality of an irreſtringible ſubſtance, and will not be congealed upon La­ton as to a Metallick Form, Species, and Proportion, which car­ries the congelation of it ſelf neither with it, nor in it, as Water does Earth, which Earth, as aforeſaid, is indeed Mercurial, and the firſt cauſe of inſpiſſation, coagulation, and fixation: If there­fore [Page] that Water remains not in Metallick Proportion, how can the like Species be produced from this Compoſition? They therefore, that think ſo to extract a clear tranſparent Water out of Mercury, and work many wonders by it, are in an Error; for ſuppoſe they can make ſuch a Water, yet would it be of no advantage to the Work, nor to the Nature and Proportion of it, nor could it reſtore or erect a perfect Metallick Species; for ſo ſoon as Mercury is altered from its firſt Nature, ſo ſoon is it ex­cluded from being an ingredient to our Philoſophical Work, be­cauſe it hath loſt its Spermatick and Metallick Nature: By theſe things therefore it is known, what Truth your Opinion con­tains, and wherein it is contrary and abſurd, you aſſerting it to be neceſſary, in order to perfect the great Elixir, to have a Gum, in which are all things neceſſary to it, containing the four Ele­ments, and is a moſt clear Water as the Tear of an Eye, made Spiritual, which cauſeth Gold to be a meer Spirit: For one Bo­dy penetrates not another, but a pure Spiritual ſubſtance con­gealed, is that which penetrates and tingeth a Body. Be it, as you ſay, my Honoured Doctor! that Natures are not joyn'd without a Gum, or Oyly Matter, &c.
Had Bernhard diſputed only againſt every Mercurial Water not permanent, made diaphanous with Aqua fortis, or any other vulgar Menſtruum, and not alſo againſt the moſt clear Mercurial Water of Thomas de Bononia, then the Arguments aforeſaid had been of great ſtrength; but now the objections againſt the limpidity of Menſtruums as well of this as other Adepts, are of no validity. The ſame Earth, which being leſs than well diſſolved, is the cauſe of opacity in Bern­hard's permanent Menſtruum, the very ſame exactly diſſolved is the cauſe of limpidity with Thomas, inſpiſſating and coagulating the Water, as well, if not better, than if it had been leſs diſſolved. The diaphaneity of Menſtruums is defended by Lully, Pariſinus, and moſt of the Adepts: Lully proclaims his Coelum Vinoſum to be clear, bright, and reſplendent as the Stars of Heaven. In Teſt. noviſ. pag. 8. Of which very Menſtruum Pariſinus thus, in Appen­dice Elucidarii, pag. 273. Vol. 6. Theat. Chym. Then will you ſee a Quinteſſence brighter and clearer than a Diamond, which exceeds the ſplendor of the Stars, ſo as to be doubted, whether it be contained in the Glaſs, or no.


The Tenth KIND. Vegetable Menſtruums compounded made of Vegetable Menſtruums compounded, and Metallick Bodies.
[Page]
52. The Neapolitan Menſtruum of Lully. In Exper. 13.
TAke Luna, and calcine with common Argent vive, that is, by amalgaming, and then grinding the Amalgame with common Salt prepared, then evaporate the Mer­cury with a moſt gentle Fire, then take away the Salt with hot Water diſtilled, and ſo you will have Luna calcined. Take the calcined Luna, and pour to it four parts of the Mercurial Water (deſcribed by the three hot Veſſels before in Numb. 46.) and the Veſſel being covered with its Antenotorium ſet upon Aſhes, ſo as to boyl gently, and you will perceive a Green or Sea Colour, which Liquor pour warily into another Veſſel, ſo that the Faeces be not diſturb'd, the Matter remaining at the bottom dry with an eaſie Fire, like the heat of the Sun: Then know the weight of the ſaid Calx, and pour again four parts of the ſaid Mercurial Water upon one part of the ſaid Calx, and the Veſſel being cover­ed with its Antenotorium, as above, let it boyl again gently, the diſſolution pour into another Veſſel as before, and joyn it with the firſt diſſolution; but remember to keep, the ſaid diſſolved Matter continually in Balneo, till the whole Work of diſſolution is compleated; repeating the Magiſtery ſo oft,  [...] the whole Body of Luna be fully diſſolved and decanted over, which has indeed hapned to us at the ſecond time, and ſet it in putrefaction [Page] fourteen Days: Then put it in an Urinal, with its Receiver and Alembick, very well luted, and diſtil in a Furnace of Aſhes, then increaſe the Fire, that the Soul of the Body may aſcend in­to its Water: The Veſſel being cold, examine the weight of the Earth of Luna remaining in the bottom, for I believe of one whole Ounce there will not remain above two Eights (Drachms) of the Body not diſſolved, the reſt will be perfectly diſſolved, (that is, diſtilled;) But if more of the undiſſolved Earth remains, then pour to it ſo much of its Water lately diſtil­led, as to be three Fingers above it, and the Veſſel being cover­ed with an Antenotorium, put it in Balneo for a Natural Day, then taking away the Antenotorium, and putting on an Alembick with a Receiver very cloſe, diſtil by Aſhes; at the end of the diſtillation increaſe the Fire as before: This repeat, till the whole Body of Luna be paſs'd through the Alembick by an airy revolution; and thus will you by the Help of God have a Menſtruum, with which you may diſſolve Sol.
Annotations.
HItherto we have by Argent vive acuated either the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or Menſtruums made with this Spirit, which had ſo good a faculty of diſſolving, that moſt of the Adepts be­ing content with theſe Mercurial Waters, deſiſted from inquiring af­ter ſtronger Menſtruums. The Mercurial Water, which Lully terms Glorious, he ſaith, is ſufficient, yea, a proper Menſtruum to make the Philoſophers Mercury, or Metallick Sal Armoniack, out of all Me­tals and Minerals. You muſt know, ſaith he, my Son! that in the Truth and Faith of God, no Sulphur of Nature of any Metal can be ſublimed without this Water of common Argent vive. Teſt. Noviſſ. Pag. 12.
But in this Tenth Kind of Menſtruums, the Adepts made yet other Menſtruums, adding moreover divers Bodies, according to the intended ſeveral uſes to the aforeſaid Mercurial Waters: Lully, to make a more Noble Menſtruum for the diſſolution of Gold, added Silver to the Mercurial Menſtruum: If perhaps he wanted a Men­ſtruum for Pearls, he joyned Pearls with the Mercurial Menſtruum: If he had a mind to make Aurum potabile, he prepared a Menſtruum [Page] out of Gold and Silver, as more ſuitable to this purpoſe, yet with ſome Mercurial Menſtruum, and ſo of others, as you will obſerve in the following Examples.

53. The precious Menſtruum for Pearls of Lully. In Comp. Animoe tranſmut. Pag. Vol. 3. Theat. Chym.
TAke the Liquor of Lunaria of the third or ſecond rectifica­tion (Philoſophical Aqua ardens rectifyed) pour it upon Argent vive, ſo as to ſwim three Fingers above it, and putrefie three Natural Days, and a great part of it will be diſſolved with the Water of Lunaria, which decant, and pour freſh Liquor up­on the Faeces, putrefie in Dung or Balneo, and repeat till all the Mercury is reduced into Water, then joyn all the diſtillations to­gether, and draw off in Balneo, and when you ſee it in a manner thick, ſo as to be half a Pound of the Water of Mercury and Argent vive, (Vegetable and Mineral) putrifie ſix Natural Days, then put in Pearls, and they will within ten Hours be diſſolved, then exuberate them by the way, which I taught in the exube­ration of Metals, till they be converted into a Sal(Harmoniack, or Sulphur Naturoe of Pearls) whereof diſſolve one Ounce in a Pound of its Menſtruum aforeſaid, and diſtil four times, then put in Pearls, and they will in half a quarter of an Hour be diſſol­ved, by reaſon of the greater ſubtilty of the Menſtruum. As Sil­ver is joyned to the Mercurial Menſtruum made by the three Fire-hot Veſſels, for the Neopolitan Menſtruum, (which may be ſo call'd, becauſe it was reveal'd to Lully at Neapolis by Arnold de villa nova) ſo this Menſtruum for Pearls is made of the Sal Armoniack of Pearls, and the Mercurial Menſtruum, or Glorious Water of Mer­cury, which if they be Circulated together a convenient time, you will make thereof a Coelum perlatum.

54. The Mercurial compounded Men­ſtruum of Lully. In Experim. 34.
[Page]
TAke three Ounces of Luna, and three Ounces of Sol, cal­cine them ſeverally with Mercury, as in the former Ex­periments, (in the Neopolitan Menſtruum) then evaporate it from the ſaid Metals, being calcined, put them ſeverally in di­ſtinct ſolutory Veſſels, and put upon them ſo much of the incal­cinated Menſtruum (deſcribed before in Numb. 45.) as will ſwim four Fingers above it: cover the Veſſel with an Antenotorium, putrifie in Balneo two Days, and two Days more in Aſhes with a heat like that of the Sun, decant the diſſolution, and dry the remainder: being dryed, pour upon them of the incalcinated Menſtruum again as before, putrifying in a cloſe Veſſel in Balneo, then upon Aſhes, and emptying the ſeveral diſſolutions (of Gold and Silver) into their ſeveral Veſſels as before: If any thing re­mains undiſſolved, dry and diſſolve as before, till all the remain­der be fully diſſolved, then putrifie both diſſolutions twenty Na­tural Days, being putrifyed, take the diſſolutions, and put them ſeverally into their Urinals with their Receivers, and having luted the Joynts well, diſtil the Waters of both (Metals) in Bal­neo; in the bottom of the Veſſels will remain the Bodies like melted Honey or Oyl, pour upon thoſe (Oyls) again of their own Waters (The Menſtruum now drawn from the Oyls) diſtilled only by Balneo, ſo as to ſwim three Fingers above the Matter, cover both Veſſels with their Antenotoriums, and putrifie for a Natural Day: then take away the Antenotoriums, and put on Alembicks, lute well, and diſtil upon Aſhes, laſtly increaſe the Fire, that the Soul or Element of Air may paſs over into both their diſtilled Waters, and laſt of all increaſe the Fire to the high­eſt degree, that the Element of Fire may paſs into the Air: But to the Compoſition of Luna this Redneſs or Fire is not ne­ceſſary: Diſtillation being compleated, let the Veſſels cool, take the Receivers from them, and keep them very well ſtopp'd, that they may not reſpire, and put diſtinct Schedules or Inſcripti­ons upon them, that when you have occaſion, you may not take [Page] one for the other: Then again to the Earths (of Gold and Sil­ver, left in diſtillation) pour their Waters diſtilled by Balneo as before, and having put an Antenotorium to it, putrifie as before, then diſtil by Aſhes, each Veſſel having its own Receiver, where­in you kept the Souls of thoſe Bodies, and thus repeat the Magi­ſtery till the Earths are exanimated and deſtitute of radical moiſture: Then take thoſe Earths, grind well, and joyn them together, then put them in a Glaſs Egg, and keep them in hot Aſhes, till I tell you what to do with them: Then take the ani­mated Spirit of Luna, and rectifie it ſeven times in Aſhes, then take the animated Spirit of Sol, and after the ſame manner recti­fie it ſeven times in Aſhes; the limoſities (remaining Earth) which the Spirit of Sol will in every rectification eject, keep ve­ry cloſe, being the Element of Fire (in the form of an Earth.) Having rectifyed, take the animated Spirit of Sol, and the ani­mated Spirit of Luna, and joyn them together, then Circulate in a large Veſſel, as that wherein we Circulated the ſimple Men­ſtruum: continue this Circulation ſixty Days, in which time you will have a true Mineral Menſtruum (not acid, but made of Minerals, as Mercury, Gold, and Silver,) by which you may ope­rate innumerable Experiments.
Hereto ought to be referred the Menſtruum which is called by Baſilius.

55. The ſweet Spirit of Mercury of Baſilius. Cap. 3. Libri de rebus nat. & ſupernat.
TAke of Natural Cinabar, or Oar of Mercury, and of the beſt Oar of Gold equal parts, to which being pulveriz­ed and mixed, pour the Oyl of Mercury made of Mercury ſubli­med, and putrifyed (that is, Oyl of Mercury ſublimed alone, no other Ingredients being added, except the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or ſome Vegetable Menſtruum, without which it cannot be made) digeſt them for a Month, and you will have a Celeſtial rather than Terreſtrial extraction, draw off the extraction in Balneo, and the Phlegm being taken away, in the bottom will remain a ponderous Oyl, diſſolving all Metals in a moment; to which add of the Spirit of Wine (Philoſophical, or Fiery Spirit [Page] of Wine of Baſilius) three parts, Circulate in a Pellican to a Blood redneſs, and incomparable ſweetneſs; being Circulated, pour it upon Tartar calcined to whiteneſs, and diſtil the Spirit of Mercury with a ſtrong Fire, the Spirit of Wine remaining with the Tartar.
We muſt diſtinguiſh between this Spirit, and another of the ſame Name, leſt one be taken for the other: For Baſilius prepared alſo a Spirit of Mercury from the white Spirit of Vitriol, of which you may read in ſeveral places, in the Book de particularibus, eſpecially in the particular of Luna; a Deſcription of which Spirit is lower among the Mineral Menſtruums, becauſe it is acid: But the other, namely, this our Spirit of Mercury, is moſt ſweet and fragrant, which you have alſo in the particular of Luna, as alſo in the ſeventh Chapter of the Book de rebus nat. & ſupernat. where he diſſolves the Crocus of Luna in the white Spirit of Vitriol, as alſo in the moſt fragrant Spi­rit of Mercury.
Pariſinus for Alchymical Tinctures made a Mercurial compounded Menſtruum, of his Circulatum majus, and the firſt or middle ſub­ſtance of common Argent vive, thus:

56. The incalcinated Menſtruum of Pariſinus. Cap. G. Apertoris.
TAke of the Circulatum majus (deſcribed before in Numb. 50.) one Pound, of Mercury prepared, as we ſhall teach in the tenth Chapter, two Ounces, mix, and obſerve that true putre­faction be made with this Menſtruum: But when firſt it is incal­cinated, that is, mix'd with ſuch Mercury, it is no more uſed for Men's Bodies, but only as Medicines for Metals, now the ſaid tenth Chapter is this, as followeth:
Of reducing common Mercury into the firſt Matter or Middle Subſtance.
Now my Son! we will give you full inſtruction and demon­ſtration of decocting and reducing common Argent vive into its firſt Matter, or middle ſubſtance, and as in the foregoing Chapters we declared the way of reincrudating the two Lumi­naries, [Page] ſo now we will demonſtrate the ways and means of de­cocting the ſaid Mercury. Firſt, we will teach the way of di­ſtinguiſhing good Mercury from bad, ſophiſticated and corrupt­ed, which way is, to take common Mercury, brought out of Spain in Skins ſealed, or if you cannot have this, take any other, and put a little of it in a Silver Spoon heated ſo, as to make the Mercury evaporate, and if the remainder of it be of a white or citrine Colour, 'tis good; but if of another Colour, bad, and not at all ſit for our Work, becauſe ſophiſticated: Then take of Roman Vitriol two Pounds, melt it in a glazed Veſſel, being melted, add one pound of Mercury, and as much of common Salt prepared, ſtir and ſhake till they be all mix'd, evaporating the moiſture with ſuch a heat as that of the Sun; then take out the Matter, grind, and put it in a Sublimatory, and ſublime the Mercury by the uſual degrees of Fire: The Veſſels being cold, take out the ſublimation, to which being put into a Retort, pour of the Vegetable Water without Phlegm (Philoſophical A­qua Vitoe rectify'd) about three or four Fingers, let it boyl in Bal­neo two Hours, then diſtil in Aſhes, that the Vegetable Water may aſcend; then cover the Retort with Aſhes, and increaſing the Fire, the Mercury vive will aſcend into the Aqua ardens, de­cant the Water from the Mercury, which again ſublime with new Matters, and that ſix times, always caſting away the Fae­ces: But take notice that theſe ſeven ſublimations muſt always be tranſacted in Aludels, becauſe you will no other way ſepa­rate the aduſtible powder aſcending in the Aludels: And to in­ſtruct you, that you may not err, I will more diſtinctly repeat the method of the ſaid ſeven Sublimations: The way is this, to take a Glaſs Veſſel like one of the narrower ſort of Cucurbits, with its blind Head, perforated in the upper part of it, into this put two parts of Vitriol very well pulverized, of Mercury one part, and of Salt prepared one part, mixing all well, the Matter being now gently dryed, put on a blind Head, or rather an Aludel, yet obſerving not to cover the Cucurbit with Aſhes above one third, the moiſture being evaporated by an eaſie heat, ſtop the Hole of the Aludel with a little Cotton, and increaſing, ſublime, all being cold, take out that which is ſublimed, as well out of the Aludel, as the Cucurbit, in which (if not yet cold) diſ­ſolve the Faeces with hot Water, and ſo you will eaſily cleanſe [Page] the ſaid Veſſel for its uſe. Now mix new Matters with your ſublimation, and ſublime as before, and this repeat ſeven times; then grind the ſublimation into a moſt fine Powder, put it in the aforeſaid Cucurbit with its blind Head, or Aludel, and alſo with its common Alembick, becauſe of the operation differing from the former; the ſublimation being put into a Cucurbit, pour to it of the ſimple Animal or Vegetable Menſtruum (the Animal Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 37. or Vegetable in Numb. 29. but here above he order'd him to take Vegetable Water recti­fy'd, that is, Aqua ardens) ſo much, as to be three Fingers above it, cover it with a blind Head, and digeſt in Aſhes twelve Hours, then taking off the blind Head, put on a common Alembick, and draw off the Menſtruum in Balneo, lay aſide the Alembick again, and put on an Aludel, ſet the Veſſel in Aſhes ſo deep, as to cover the Matter in the Glaſs, give Fire by degrees, till all the moiſture is exhaled, the Hole in the upper part of the Alu­del ſtop with Cotton, increaſe the Fire, that the Mercury may be ſublimed: Sublimation being ended, and the Veſſels cold, take away the Aludel, and what you find ſublimed in it, is not for our purpoſe; for it is that aduſt part, which is no Ingredient to our Magiſtery: Then gather the ſublimation from the ſides of the Cucurbit, which will be clear as Criſtal, and have a care that it be not mix'd with its Faeces, grind, ſift, and put it into the ſame Veſſel, being cleanſed from the Faeces, and pour the Menſtruum drawn off in Balneo to it, cover the Veſſel with an Aludel, digeſt twelve Hours as before, lay aſide the Aludel, put on a common Alembick, diſtil in Balneo, lay aſide this Alem­bick, put on an Aludel, and ſublime in Aſhes, the Faeces, as alſo the aduſtive part being caſt out of the Aludel, gather the mid­dle ſubſtance out of the Cucurbit dexterouſly; with this method you muſt ſublime ſeven times, or till it leaves no Faeces in the Cucurbit: Having obtained this ſign, take the ſaid ſubſtance, grind, and put it in a Glaſs Veſſel, pour to it the ſimple either Animal or Vegetable Menſtruum, the height of three Fingers, cover the Veſſel with a blind Head, digeſt gently two Days in Aſhes, then decant the diſſolution into another Veſſel, and that which remains in the Veſſel, dry with a temperate heat, like that of the Sun, to which pour new Menſtruum, covering the Veſſel with a blind Head as before, and repeat the ſame method, [Page] till all the diſſolvible part is diſſolved, and in the bottom of the Glaſs will remain an indiſſolvible Earth, to be caſt away, as no­thing worth: Now take away diſſolution, that is, your decan­tations, and diſtil in Balneo, and the Menſtruum being diſtilled, put on an Aludel, and in Aſhes ſublime the Criſtalline ſubſtance, which may truly be called the firſt Matter of Mercury; this is that middle ſubſtance, with which we incalcinate our Menſtru­um, (Circulatum majus, deſcribed in Numb. 50.) and make infi­nite particulars, as we have taught you before: This alſo is called the Mineral Stone. Now, my Son! will you be able to proceed by infinite ways, yet following theſe which I have ſhew­ed you; and remember, that Mercury thus reduced, is that, which our Captain Raymond ſpeaks of, making mention of the Mineral Stone, as alſo in the laſt Chapter of his Book, nam'd Vade mecum, and in many other places of his Volumes. This is that Mercury which Arnold de Villa nova; treats of in his Roſarium, and we declare to you, except Mercury be reduced into the firſt Matter with the ſaid Vegetable or Animal Water, it is altoge­ther impoſſible to do any good with it, by reaſon of its great Corruption, occaſioned by the crudity of it.

From the Receipts of this Kind we obſerve:
1. That Menſtruums may and ought to be made according to the deſigned uſes, for they are deſired not only to diſſolve Bodies pro­miſcuouſly, but rightly alſo, that the tinctures of things diſſolved may not by any Heterogeneous tinctures of the Menſtruums be inquina­ted, but rather illuſtrated.
2. That theſe Menſtruums being once compounded, the oftner the Compoſition is repeated by adding new Matter, are endowed with ſo much a greater Virtue; whereas on the contrary it is manifeſt, that common Menſtruums are this way debilitated.
3. That theſe Menſtruums are moſt fragrant, and of exceeding ſweetneſs and redneſs, yet nevertheleſs called Acetum acerrimum, which diſſolves Gold into a Spirit.
4. That theſe Menſtruums are the Eſſences or Magiſteries of Me­tals made by Magiſteries or Eſſences, and mix'd together into com­pounded Circulatums.
[Page] 5. That theſe compounded Circulatums may be made not only of Gold and Silver, but alſo of imperfect Metals and Minerals.
6. That Sal Armoniack may be made of Corals, and other arids, as well as Pearls.
7. That Pariſinus his firſt Matter of Mercury is an Eſſence ra­ther than a Magiſtery, it is indeed ſooner prepared than the Mercu­rial Sal Armoniack of Lully, but is not of the ſame, but leſs Vir­tue.
8. That Pariſinus defends Arnold de villa nova in his way of ſubliming Mercury, (deſcribed in the Roſarium) againſt his Conſort Bernhard.
9. That this firſt Matter of Mercury is a Poyſon; wherefore Pari­ſinus the Author gives caution that it is not to he uſed for humane Medicines, but Metals only, yet if this incalcinated Menſtruum be Circulated as the reſt, it becomes harmleſs, and an excel­lent Medicine.


The Eleventh KIND. Vegetable compounded Menſtruums gra­duated, made of the compounded Vegetable Menſtruums, impregnated with the in­fluences of Heaven and Earth.
[Page]
57. The Etherial and Terreſtrial Waters of Me­tals of Lully for the making of Pretious Stones. Canon. 43. diſtinct. 1. Lib. Quint. Eſſen.
TAke the Water of Mercury, made by the way, which we declared in our (Noviſſimum) Teſtamentum, and in Libro Mercuriorum (the Mercurial Menſtruum, or Glo­rious Water of common Argent vive, deſcribed before in Numb. 44.) and in that Water, Son! you muſt diſſolve one half Ounce of the pureſt Luna, after the filtred diſſolution, ſeparate the Water from the Faeces (diſtil the Menſtruum from the Silver through an Alembick) in which the limoſity of the Silver will aſcend: This Water, Son! reſolves all other Bodies, and Argent vive it ſelf, by Virtue of which, Son! Pearls are reformed by the way which I told you in our Teſtamentum, and in the Compendium ſu­per Teſtamentum & Codicillum miſſum Regi Roberto.
The ſecond Water is thus made: Take half an Ounce of Lead, and of the aforeſaid Water as much as ſufficeth, when you ſee the Lead diſſolved, ſeparate the Water by filtred diſtillation (filtre the diſſolution of the Lead) and throw out the Faeces, as [Page] nothing worth, then diſtil the Water by Balneo (draw off the Men­ſtruum in Balneo) and keep the Faeces (the diſſolved Lead) for occaſion.
The third Water is thus made: Take of Copper one Ounce, and diſſolve it in as much of the firſt Water as you pleaſe, and let it reſt in its Veſſel, in a cold place, for a Natural Day, then ſeparate the Green Water through a Filtre, and pour out the firſt Faeces, (that which remains in the Filtre muſt be caſt away) then diſtil the Water through an Alembick, and keep the ſecond Faeces.
The fourth Water is thus made: Take one Ounce of the pu­reſt Tin of Cornwall, which is purer than any other, and diſſolve it in a quantity of the firſt Water, and diſtil (through a Filtre) that Water (diſſolution) with its limoſity, and the Faeces which remain caſt away, then diſtil the Water through an Alembick, and keep (the reſidue, or Tin diſſolved) the ſecond Faeces.
The fifth Water is thus made: Take of the pureſt Iron one Ounce, and diſſolve it in a ſufficient quantity of the firſt Water, then diſtil through a Filtre, and caſt away the Faeces, diſtil the Water through an Alembick, and keep the ſecond Faeces.
The ſixth Water is thus made: Take of the pureſt Gold one Ounce, and diſſolve it as I told you in my Teſtamentum, that is, with pure Lunaria (the ſimple Vegetable Menſtruum without Ar­gent vive and Silver) mix'd with ſuch a weight of the fifth Water (now prepared from Iron) and do, as you did with the other.
You may alſo, Son! diſſolve all thoſe Metals in this order: Having made the firſt Water, in it diſſolve the Metal, which we commanded you to diſſolve after the ſecond way (to wit Lead) then do with it as we told you before. In this ſecond Water diſſolve the third Metal, (Copper) and in the Water of the third Metal diſſolve the fourth Metal, (Tin) and in the Wa­ter of the fourth Metal diſſolve the fifth Metal (Iron) and in the Water of the fifth Metal diſſolve the ſixth Metal (Gold.)
Take which of thoſe Waters you like beſt to diſſolve a Metal. Son! theſe limoſities of Metals are called Quinteſſences, or Mineral Mercury, which the Philoſophers eſteemed in the Al­chymical work (in Alchymical Tinctures) and the lapidifick, (in the making of Pretious Stones) and in the Medicinal Work (in the [Page]preparing of Medicines.) But Son! in the Alchymical Work thoſe Quinteſſences ought to be more ſubtil, and to be done by divi­ding the Elements as we (in the third Book of this Volume) ſhall declare, but in (making Pretious) Stones, the Quinteſſence (afore­ſaid) are not ſo, in ſuch a ſubtil Matter, but in Medicine either of them (this two-fold way of preparing) may be uſed.
Having ſpoken of the Quinteſſences of Minerals (of Metallick Waters) how we are to make them, it is now convenient to ſpeak of the diviſion of them in general. And my Son! do thus; When your Metals are diſſolved, you muſt divide every Water (being firſt filtred, and diſtilled from its remainder) and every di­vided Water (now diſtilled) into two parts, and one part of every part you muſt put with its own Faeces (the remaining Metal, which the Water had left in diſtillation) into a Glaſs Alembick, and di­ſtil a Limus deſerti, which is Air made out of two Bodies, (or Me­tals) in the Furnace, which we deſign'd you firſt with a gentle Fire, ſhining with great Mineral Luſtre, and with great limoſity appropriated to receive Celeſtial Virtues: And put every one of thoſe Waters into a Glaſs Veſſel, with a long Neck and round, and then ſtop the Mouth of it with common Wax, and after that with Maſtick, and every of thoſe Veſſels put in the open Air ſo, as that neither Stone, nor any other hurtful thing may touch the Glaſs. Son! Take the material Faeces, from which you reſolved the Limus, which are the ſecond Faeces left in the diſtil­lation of the Waters which you put in the Air. (Take the Caput mortuum from the diſtillation of every Limus deſertus, or the third Foeces, for the firſt remaining in the Filtre were caſt away, from the ſecond the Limus deſertus was diſtilled; now the Foeces of the Li­mus deſertus, are thoſe which he here calls the ſecond) and put them in a Glaſs Veſſel with a long Neck, which may contain two hands breadth, and put in part of its own Water, which was reſerved from that aforeſaid limous ſubſtance, and ſtop the Veſ­ſels with a Stopple of Wax, and with Leather and Maſtick, as you did to the other, and Bury them (Waters of Metals) in a Garden, in an Earth half a Yard deep, and put alſo ſomething about the Neck of the Veſſels, which may appear above ground, for the preſervation of them, and let them be there for one whole Year: Son! the Waters which are put into the Earth are of one Nature, and thoſe which are put in the Air of ano­ther; [Page] for Son! thoſe which are put into the Earth have a hard­ning, coagulating, and fixing Virtue and Quality; and thoſe which are in the Air, have the Virtue and Property of being hardened, coagulated and fixed: The Year being ended, you will have all that is deſired in the World for this Work, &c.
Annotations.
YOu will perhaps wonder, that we have aſſigned this ſo high a place to theſe Menſtruums, they being inferior to many Menſtruums of the antecedent Kinds, as to Ingredients, as well as to the method of preparation; but though it be ſo, nevertheleſs theſe Menſtruums are by being expoſed to the Air for a Year, or for ſo long a time committed to the Earth, made better and more excellent than the aforeſaid Menſtruums, as will appear hereafter by the uſe of them: We will at preſent explain the methods of making theſe Waters: The Waters of the firſt method he makes thus: He diſſolves Lead, Copper, Tin, Iron, and Gold in the Glorious Water of Argent vive, acuated moreover with Luna, filtres every diſſolution, caſting away the Foeces, draws off the filtred diſſolutions in Balneo to dry­neſs, divides the diſtilled Waters into two parts, in one of which he diſſolves its own Metal left in the drawing off of the diſſolution, which he then diſtills into a Liquor, which he calls Limus deſertus, Quinteſſence, or Mineral Mercury, and hangs it in the air for a Year, to be his Etherial Water: The Caput mortuum of the Li­mus deſertus he diſſolves in the other part of the Water reſerved, and Buries it in the Earth for his Terreſtrial Water. In Com­pendio Animae tranſm. pag. 208. Volum. 4. Theat. Chym. He adds alſo the Waters of common Mercury and Silver to the reſt; the Mercury Water is thus made; Take of common Mercury one Ounce, and diſſolve it in the diſſolving Water (aforeſaid) in the digeſtion of I. (Aſhes) diſtil through a Filtre, regard not the Faeces, but keep the ſecond (left in the bottom) after diſtilling through an Alembick.
The Water of Luna is thus made: Take one Ounce of the pureſt Silver, diſſolve it in what quantity of the diſſolving Wa­ter you pleaſe, diſtil through a Filtre, and caſt away the firſt Faeces, then diſtil through an Alembick in the digeſtion of H. (Balneo) and keep the ſecond Faeces, you muſt keep the ſecond [Page]Faeces of all the Waters in their own Veſſels, every one by it ſelf. Moreover (in Compendio Animoe) he divides not the diſtil­led Waters into equal parts, as in Libro Eſſentioe, but draws off the diſſolutions of Metals by diſtilling one half for the Terreſtrial Water, and diſtils the other half for the Etherial Water. You muſt indeed, ſaith he, be cautious in reſolving the Limus, be­cauſe you are to make two Waters or parts of every Limus, di­ſtilling one half of the Limus, which you muſt keep apart, be­cauſe the Terreſtrial Water is made of that firſt part, and you muſt likewiſe diſtil the other (half) part, which the Aerial Water is made of, which is hung in the Air as aforeſaid, for a Year, Pag. 209. Volum. 4. Theat. Chym.
The Waters made by the latter method are more compounded than thoſe of the firſt, the firſt were prepared promiſcuouſly with the Lunar Menſtruum, the ſecond not ſo; for the Water of Lead is made by the Lunar Menſtruum, of which Water of Lead is made the Water of Copper; of this Water of Copper is made the Water of Tin; from the Water of Tin he prepares the Water of Iron, but the Water of Gold is made with the Lunar Menſtruum, to which is added half of the Water of Iron. O wonderful mixture! I will not ſay, confuſion of Metals! yet doubtleſs the moſt acute Philoſopher had reaſons for it. This method is alſo in Lapidario, Cap. 9. & ſequentibus.

From the Receipts we obſerve:
1. That the Etherial Waters are the Eſſences of Metals, expoſed to the influences of the Heavens for a Year.
2. That the Terreſtrial Waters are the Bodies of Eſſences, diſſol­ved in their own Menſtruums, and Buried for a Year.
3. That the Eſſences of not only Metals, but the whole Mineral Kingdoms do by ſuch a method yield Etherial and Terreſtrial Wa­ters.
4. That theſe Waters acquire their principal Virtues by being im­pregnated with the Stars of Heaven.
The Adepts held divers Opinions concerning the Influences of the Heavens. Some would have the Situations, Aſpects, and determinate Times of the Planets to be highly neceſſary to this Work, but others thought the contrary: Amongſt the Affirmers let us hear Thomas Norton, an Engliſh Adept, who thus in the Sixth Chapter of his Ordinal. Pag. 99. of Theat. Chym. Britannicum.
[Page] THe Fifth Concord is known well of Clerks,
 Between the Sphere of Heaven, and our ſubtil Werks;
 Nothing in Earth hath more ſimplicity,
 Than th' Elements of our Stone will be:
 Wherefore they being in Work of Generation,
 Have moſt Obedience to Conſtellation.
 Whereof Concord moſt kindly and convenient,
 Is a direct and fiery Aſcendent;
 Being Sign common for this Operation,
 For multitude of their Iteration:
 Fortune your Aſcendent with his Lord alſo,
 Keeping th' Aſpect of Shrews them fro;
 And if they muſt let, or needly infect,
 Cauſe them to look with a Trine Aſpect.
 For the white Work may Fortunate the Moon,
 For the Lord of the fourth Houſe likewiſe be it done;
 For that is Theſaurum abſconditum of Old Clerks,
 So of the Sixth Houſe for Servants of the Werks:
 Save all them well from great Impediments,
 As it is in Picture, or like the ſame Intents.
 Unleſs then your Nativity pretend Infection,
 In contrariety to this Election,
 The Virtue of the mover of the Orb is formal,
 The Virtue of the Eighth Sphere is here Inſtrumental:
 With her Signs and Figures, and parts aſpectual,
 The Planets Virtue is proper and ſpecial.
 The Virtue of the Elements is here material,
 The Virtue infuſed reſulteth of them all:
 The firſt is like to a Work-man's Mind,
 The ſecond like his Hand ye ſhall find;
 The third is like a good Inſtrument,
 The remnant like a thing wrought to your Intent:
 Make all the Premiſes with other well accord,
 Then ſhall your Merits make you a great Lord.

Amongſt the Denyers is Lully himſelf: Who thus; we ſay not, that it is the buſineſs of an Artiſt to operate with the Figures and Ima­ges of Heaven, by the knowledge of their motions, as many [Page] Philoſophers affirm: But it is enough for you to know the in­fluence of the Celeſtial heat, informed by the Figure of the Heaven and Stars, by reaſon of which, Virtues are infuſed into Matter being aptly appropriated, which receives them by the Natural Induſtry of an Artiſt with reſolution, which is done by Art imitating Nature, &c. And in this Point the Philoſophers have been miſtaken, in reprehending thoſe Men that knew, that the Celeſtial Virtue is too common to every elemented Nature; for by its great Nobleneſs it takes determination at any time, becauſe in things mixed it is influenced as well by Art as by Nature, and this is done by reaſon of the Natural Virtues, which are the ſubject and proper detainer of it in ſuch a man­ner, as that it receives ſuch a Virtue, according to the proper­ties of the Matter, and its Kind, which afterwards effects ſuch things by Nature, as are reputed for a Miracle. In like manner let every Artiſt take Notice, that Nature cannot operate but by the ſucceſſion of the leaſt particles, nor alſo can it receive any Virtues but by the ſucceſſion of its operation, nor can they alſo do all at once, nor can the Conſtellations ſuffer the Station of any time punctually in a certain Virtue, which may not be imme­diately varied: And it being alſo granted, that it might, the time of Conſtellation is ſo ſmall by reaſon of the Circles of revo­lution, as that it may ſooner paſs from one Virtue to another, &c. Lib. Eſſen. diſt. 1. Pag. 18.
An ingenious Artiſt, ſaith Paracelſus, will by diligent animad­verſion be able to prepare Metals, ſo that being guided by true reaſon, he may promote the perfection of tranſmuting Metals, by his own work or conduct better, than by Courſes of the twelve Celeſtial Signs, and ſeven Planets, which therefore to ob­ſerve, will be ſuperfluous, as alſo the Aſpects, the ill or good times, day or hour, the proſperous or unhappy State of this or another Planet, which cannot help, much leſs hurt in the Art of Natural Alchymy; if otherwiſe, you have a true poſſible proceſs, operate when you pleaſe; but if there be any defect in you, or your Operations, and Underſtanding, the Planets and Celeſtial Conſtellations will fail you. Coelum. Phil. Pag. 125.
If they alledge ſaith Geber, that the perfecting of Metals is from a certain ſituation of one or more Starrs which we know not, we anſwer, that we regard not this ſituation and motion, nor [Page] alſo is it neceſſarily requiſite for us to know it: becauſe there is not any ſpecies of things generable and corruptible, but Genera­tion and Corruption may be dayly and in every inſtant made from the individuals of it: And it is therefore manifeſt, that ſuch a poſition of the Stars is every Day good, and able to per­fect, and ſimply to corrupt all the ſpecies whatſoever of Indivi­duals. It is not therefore neceſſarily expedient for an Artiſt to expect the place of the Stars, though it might be uſeful; becauſe it is ſufficient for him only to diſpoſe and adminiſter the way of Nature, that She, who is wiſe, may diſpoſe the ſituations of thoſe able Bodies agreeing: For Nature can perfect nothing without the motion and poſition of the Planets. Wherefore if you diſ­poſe, and duly conſider the Artifice of Nature, whatſoever may be the contingents of this Magiſtery, it will be perfected un­der a due poſition by Nature agreeable to it, without the conſide­ration of it: For when we ſee a Worm produced from a putri­fied Dog or other Animal, we do not preſently conſider the po­ſition of the Stars, but the diſpoſition of the ambient Air, and other cauſes conducing to putrefaction, beſides that poſition: And from ſuch a conſideration we know ſufficiently, that Worms are produced according to Nature: For Nature finds convenient places for it ſelf, though we may be ignorant of them. Summa perfect. Lib. 1. parte. 2. Cap. 11.
Petrus Bonus of Ferraria hath the ſame Opinion of Influences. As to the ninth reaſon, ſaith he, we ſay it is true, that Forms are introduced into things below, by the motion and light of Cele­ſtial Bodies, and by their particular Poſitions and Aſpects; but it is not neceſſary for us to know, nor can we know them, but in a confuſed manner, as in ſome things by the Sun, who is the cauſe of the four Seaſons of the Year; Sowing, Reaping, and Planting, being done at certain Seaſons; and in ſome Animals, as Horſes, Aſſes, and Hawks, Conjunctions are made in order to Coition and Generation at ſome certain Periods of the Sun; but in ſome theſe things are done at any time indifferently, as in Man, Pigeons, Hens, &c. Wherefore if we would generate a Worm out of putrifying Fleſh, we do not conſider any poſition of the Stars, but only the diſpoſition of the ambient Air, and other cauſes of putrefaction: Likewiſe, if we put Eggs in Dung, or ſuch a like place for the production of Chickens, the Form will [Page] be given at any time in the place and time predeſtinated by the Celeſtial Powers, without our conſideration herein: After the ſame manner in the Generation of Lime and Vitriol, and Gold, and Silver, or Sulphur, and Ceruſe, and Minium, and Cinabar, likewiſe in the Compoſition of Theriacle, and other Confecti­ons, becauſe theſe things may be done at any time, and any hour; for the Celeſtial Virtue is very common to all things, and is circumſcribed by the Virtues and Diſpoſitions of thoſe things, which are the ſubject of it in things Elemented and the Ele­ments themſelves, becauſe, as aforeſaid, the Celeſtial Vertues do operate in the whole Nature of things capable of Generation and Corruption continually according to the diſpoſition of the Matter, either properly or commonly: Wherefore ſaid Lilium, The Work is not cauſed by the motion of the Powers above, be­cauſe it may be done at any time. And Raſis in 70. in Libro Re­prehenſionis: Time operates not any thing in this; and adds becauſe ſhould time operate in it, it would be of no eſteem amongſt the People. If therefore all contingents in this Magi­ſtery concur rightly in their time, their Form will be introduced under a due Poſition and Aſpect of the Stars, at the time prefix­ed in the Matter, without any conſideration herein: And there­fore ſaid Plato, According to the merit of the Matter, are the Celeſtial Virtues infuſed, &c. But as to thoſe things, in which an accidental, new, and hidden Form is infuſed by the Celeſtial Powers, as is manifeſt in Arte Imaginum Coeleſtium, it is neceſſary for us to know and obſerve the determined Poſitions and Aſpects of the Celeſtial Bodies, according to the time propoſed: Becauſe ſuch a Form is imprinted by ſuch alone, and at ſuch a time and no other, as appears in the Books of Aſtrology concerning the Election of Hours, Images, and Wars, Buildings, Journey, &c. Wherefore Alchymy being no ſuch Art, therefore is it not expe­dient for a Man to know theſe things. Margar. pretioſa, Pag. 731: Vol. 5. Th. Chym.


The Twelfth KIND. Compounded Vegetable Menſtruums moſt highly exalted, made of compounded Vege­table Menſtruums graduated.
[Page]
58. The Etherial and Celeſtial Limes of Lully, for the making of Alchymical Tinctures. In Teſtam. Noviſſimo.
TAke the Sulphur of Gold, (the Philoſophers Mercury made of Gold, or Sal Armoniack of Sol) put it in a Glaſs Veſſel, and pour to it as much as it weighs of the Celeſtial Ve­getable Menſtruum (the Coelum Vinoſum of Lully deſcribed in Num. 30.) which you know already; put it in digeſtion of Balneo ſix Days, then diſtil by Balneo; then pour on new Menſtruum ac­cording to the weight of it, and digeſt in Balneo ſix Days, then ſet it in Aſhes one Day, diſtilling all that can be diſtilled, and put it with the other diſtilled before: And again pour on new Menſtruum, and digeſt and diſtil as before; and continue the re­petition of this Royal Magiſtery, till all the ſaid Earth or Sul­phur is emptied of its Air, which is done in two and twenty times, if you know how to operate: Then take all the diſtilla­tions and put them in Balneo, and diſtil the whole Menſtruum, and ſee if all the Air remains in the Form of a Liquor, then will you know that the Earth is emptied of its Air, but if not, repeat with new Menſtruum in Balneo, digeſting and diſtilling in Aſhes as before three times, and then will all our Sulphur be freed from its Air: Then take the Air which you kept, and upon it put its whole Menſtruum, which is that with which you emptied [Page] the Air, and pour it upon the Earth of the Sulphur of Gold, and put it in digeſtion in Balneo eight Days, then diſtil all the Men­ſtruum in the ſaid Balneo for one Day, and another in Aſhes, draw off all the Air and Fire, as much as you can, namely, in another Receiver, which you will know, when the Air begins to change the reddiſh Colour. Keep that Fire apart, and again put the Air with the Menſtruum drawn from it, or with other, and put it to the Earth in Balneo, and digeſt ſix Days, and in the ſaid Balneo diſtil all the Menſtruum for one Day, and the Fire in Aſhes, ſeparating then every one by it ſelf as you did before, and keep the Fire in Balneo: And again put the Air with the Menſtruum upon the Earth, in which is the Fire, and digeſt as be­fore, and this Magiſtery repeat, till the Earth is well emptied of its Fire, which is done in forty times or repetitions. Then muſt you ſublime the Earth after this manner; Take that Earth which remained after the ſeparation of the Air and Fire, and put it in a Glaſs Veſſel, and pour upon it of the Vegetable Menſtru­um, according to the quantity of the Earth, and ſet it in Balneo for a Natural Day, then another Day diſtil in Aſhes; and again put of the ſaid Menſtruum according to the weight of the Earth, and digeſt in Balneo the ſpace of one Day, and diſtil in Aſhes another Day, and again repeat, digeſting in Balneo, and diſtil­ling in Aſhes, till all the Earth is converted into an impalpable Powder: Then take that, and put of the Menſtruum upon it ac­cording to its weight, and digeſt in Balneo two Days, then diſtil in Aſhes one Day, and put the diſtillation in Balneo: Then take the Earth, and put again of other Menſtruum equal to its weight, digeſt two Days, and diſtil as before; proceed in repeating the inhumations and diſtillations till the Earth has paſſed through the Alembick together with the Menſtruum: That Earth being thus mixed with the Menſtruum, is called Argent vive exubera­ted according to the intention of the Alcyhmiſts: put therefore thoſe diſtillations wherein is that Earth, to be diſtilled by Balneo, and draw off the Menſtruum, and the Earth will remain dry and prepared in the bottom of the Veſſel, which keep: Thus Son! have you the Elements of the Sulphur of Gold divided with the help of God. Then muſt you have the Sulphur of Silver, (the Philoſophers Mercury prepared from Silver, or the Sal Armoniack of Luna) and ſeparate the Elements from it, ſeparating the Air [Page] with the Menſtrual Water, and the Fire with the Air and Wa­ter, and the Earth ſubliming with the Menſtruum, and cauſe it to paſs through the Alembick with the ſame Menſtruum. Thus have you, my Son! the Elements of the white Sulphur, and the Elements of the red Sulphur ſeparated and divided: Now take the Menſtruum or Water with which you ſeparated the Ele­ments of the Sulphurs of Gold and Silver, and for every Pound of the Menſtruum in which you diſſolved the Gold, diſſolve one Ounce of Gold; and in the Menſtruum wherein you diſſolv'd the Silver, an Ounce of Silver; and put either of them by it ſelf in a Veſſel of Circulation in Balneo or Dung, the ſpace of fifteen Days, and there it will be ſtrengthened into its Menſtrual Na­ture: This Water, Son! we call Elemented Menſtruum, or Water waſhed and drawn from the Faeces of the Earth. Now take the two Elements, namely, the Air and Fire of the Sulphur of Gold, put them together into a Glaſs diſtilling Veſſel, and diſtil in Aſhes with a moſt temperate heat, till you have three parts of five diſtilled in the Receiver, then let it cool, and that which is di­ſtilled receive by it ſelf, and diſtil it ſeven times, and keep it apart, then diſtil that which you left; when you have diſtilled three parts of five, continue diſtilling the two which remained, till you ſee the Fire congealed at the ſides of the Veſſel, let it cool till the Fire be congealed: And that Fire which you drew off till the Fire was congealed, (he means that which aſcends as yet moiſt before the ſublimation of the Matter from theſe two parts left) is called the ſecond Air and Tincture, and we call it our Secret, and our Treaſure, and the Vapour of the Elements: This, my Son! you muſt rectify by ſeven diſtillations or rectifications, and the Earth, which after the diſtillation of the firſt and ſecond Air you drew out of the Veſſels, in which you diſtilled the firſt and ſecond Air, put in the Fire to be congealed, and that Earth is called Fire: Now Son! prepare this Fire after this manner. Put it in a diſtilling Veſſel, and upon it pour its own Water, which is that wherewith you ſeparated the Elements of the Sul­phur of Gold, when we commanded to reduce it to a fifth Spirit in the Veſſel of Hermes, and ſaid, Take the Water waſh'd from the Faeces of the Earth (otherwiſe the Elemented Menſtruum of Sol) five parts of its weight, that is, five Ounces of the ſaid Water (Elemented Menſtruum of Gold) to one Ounce of the ſaid [Page] Fire, and digeſt in Balneo eight Days, then diſtil in Aſhes moſt gently, and again put new Water, namely, five parts, digeſt and diſtil as before, repeating this method ſeven times, and ſo you have the Fire and Earth (of the Sul­phur of Gold) calcined by Philoſophical calcination; and they are the two Elements of the red Sulphur prepared for the de­ſert Limes. And take notice, that you muſt put the Earth of the white Sulphur, which you calcined and prepared after the ſeparation of the Elements of the red Sulphur with the Earth, which you drew from the Air mix'd with the Fire, and put both with the Fire congealed. Now Son! take the Earth of the Sul­phur of Silver, which remained after the ſeparation of the Ele­ments, and prepare it, as you did in calcining and preparing the Earth of Gold, after the ſeparation of the Elements ſublimed together with the Menſtruum, and reduced into an impalpable Powder, and carryed through the Alembick with the ſame Men­ſtruum. You may alſo prepare the Earth of the Sulphur of Sil­ver with the Menſtruum, that you uſed in ſeparating the Ele­ments of the Sulphur of Silver: Then have you the Earths of the Sulphur of Gold and Silver prepared by themſelves, which you will know by the ſign given you, that is, putting a little of it upon a red hot Plate of Luna, the greater part will fume away: Then take thoſe Earths in equal weight and ounces, and put them in a preparing Veſſel, then take the Menſtruum, with which you prepared the Elements of Luna, and in one Pound of it, put one Ounce of the Vegetable Sulphur, which we ſhewed you how to make from the Earth of Wine (Vegeta­ble Sal Armoniack made of the Earth of Philoſophical Wine) and diſtilling, make the whole paſs through the Alembick, and then will you have the Menſtruum, with which you extracted the Ele­ments of the Sulphur of Luna, animated and acuated: Then Son! you muſt mix and prepare the Earths of the aforeſaid Sulphurs (that is of Gold and Silver) together, allowing of the ſaid Men­ſtruum, now animated and acuated, a fourth part of their weight, digeſting and drying, as is done in the making of the Sulphur (of Nature, or Sal Armoniack) till they have drank up four parts of the ſaid Menſtruum, and are diſpoſed to ſublimation, which you muſt ſublime with a Fire of the fourth degree: And ob­ſerve that all thoſe preparations and diſtillations of the Earths [Page] are to be done in Balneo: And thus, Son! have you our Sul­phur or Matter, or Vegetable and Metallick Earth in one Kind united, for the making of the Glorious, High, and Virtuous Stone, which will transform common Argent vive into perfect Sol or Luna, without the help of Fire, but as the Eye of a Baſilisk, which kills Animals by ſight alone: But it is your intereſt Son! to uſe great diligence, and exquiſite Ingenuity in making the Roots of this high and lofty Tree, which Roots we call deſert Limes, in which the whole Virtue of Heaven and Earth relating to this Magiſtery will be infuſed: And the way is this,
Take of the Vegetable (and Mineral) Earth or Sulphur, which you united in one Kind, by ſublimation, which is that which you call'd the Earth of Sulphur in one Kind united, put it in a Glaſs Veſſel, and pour ſo much as it weighs of the Menſtruum, with which you ſeparated the Elements of the Sulphur of Luna, and prepared the ſaid kind of Earth, and put it in a Philoſophical Bal­neo three Natural Days, and in that time it will be all diſſolved, which being thus diſſolved, put in a common Balneo, and diſtil the Menſtruum, and the Earth united to its kind will by ſublima­tion remain as an Oyl, which we call the Philoſophers Oynt­ment; and it is one of the Secrets, which we take care to have concealed: Then,
Take of that Oyl or Oyntment aforeſaid ten Drachms, and of the rectify'd Air of the Sulphur of Luna one Drachm (not one Ounce: And of the Air of the Sulphur of Sol one Drachm) and di­ſtil in a Fire of Aſhes, and that which is diſtilled, which is almoſt all, is called the Terreſtrial deſert Limes, keep it. Take of the Element of the (Fire) Sulphur of Gold already prepared and congealed ten Drachms (not twenty) and of the Element of the Air (Sulphur) of Luna one Drachm, and of the Element of the Air of the Sulphur of Gold another Drachm, and put all in Aſhes, and diſtil; that which is diſtilled from it, which is almoſt all, is called the Etherial deſert Limes; keep it for occaſion.
Take of the Element of the Fire of the Sulphur of Gold one Drachm or two, and rectifie it again thus, pouring upon it fiVe parts of its own Menſtruum, which is that, with which you ſepa­rated the Elements of the ſame Sulphur of Gold, and put it to digeſt in Balneo for one Natural Day, then diſtil in Aſhes what you can: And again pour the ſaid Menſtruum upon it, digeſt and [Page] diſtil by Aſhes, and repeat, till it be all paſs'd over by a Fire of Aſhes. Then take its weight of the ſaid Vegetable Earth, united and ſublimed together (prepared above) and you muſt unite them together (with the diſtilled Element of Fire) and not diſtil, but ſo lay it aſide, and it is called the Terreſtrial deſert Limes, (of Gold) not vaporized.
Take of the ſaid Earth (in one kind united) one Drachm, and of the Oyl of the Air (of the Sulphur) of Luna one Drachm, mix them together, and you will make the ſame Magiſtery, as you did with the precedent Gold, and it is called the Terreſtrial de­ſert Limes lunificated (not) vaporized.
We do now think good to ſhew the way of celificating and preparing thoſe (Limes) in order to receive the Virtues of Heaven and Earth, and the way is this: Take Braſs or Iron Cages, and let them be like thoſe wherein Parrots whiſtle, but the twiggs muſt be cloſer, ſo that no Earth, neither Celeſtial nor Terreſtrial can enter, but only the vapour of Heaven and Earth, which you will have by Influence.
Take the Limes (above mentioned, Terreſtrial deſert) made of ten drachms of the Earth or Sulphur united, which is that which you united with the Earth of the Sulphur of Silver, and reduced into an Oyl or Oyntment; and of one Drachm of the Air (of the Sulphur) of Luna, and one Drachm of the Air (of Sol) mix'd, and that Limes put in a Glaſs Veſſel with a long Neck exactly Sealed with the Seal of Hermes, and put it in the Cage, and ſet it one Arm or two deep, and let it ſtand a Year and half, or at leaſt a Year, covering it well with Earth, and keeping it from all dangers, and in that time will it be made a powerful Water, with wonderful fixative Virtues of the Stone, and it hath admirable Virtues acquired from Heaven, which it attracted from the Vapours of the Earth. Son! depend upon this.
Take the Limes (above declared, Etherial deſert,) which you made of ten Drachms of the Fire of the Sulphur of Gold, and of one Drachm of the Air of the Sulphur of Luna (and one Drachm of the Air of the Sulphur of Sol) and put it in another Glaſs Veſſel with a long Neck Hermetically Sealed, and put it in another Cage, and hang it in the Air on a Tree, or any private place, free from all Wind, Duſt, and Danger; leave it a Year and half, or a whole Year at leaſt, as we ſaid of the other, and [Page] ſo will be made a clear Water endowed with the Virtue of hardning, fixing, congealing, penetrating, and making the Stone Volatile, and is called the Mercury of Air of moſt acute penetration.
Take the (Terreſtrial deſert) Limes of Gold not vaporized, nor celificated (neither diſtilled through an Alembick, nor circula­ted) which is that, that you made (by meerly mixing) of one Drachm of the Element of the Fire of the Sulphur of Sol, and of one Drachm of the Earth (united in its Kind) and that (take alſo the Terreſtrial deſert Limes lunificated, not vaporized) which you made out of one Drachm of the Earth of Sulphur united, and one Drachm of the Air (of the Sulphur) of Luna, and put thoſe Limes every one by it ſelf in a Glaſs Veſſel Sealed, as was ſaid of the other, and put it in the Earth the depth of one Arm for a whole Year in a Cage, and in that time will be made a Water of wonderful Virtue in joyning Bodies, and content your ſelf with this.
Take the Limes which you made out of ten Drachms of the Fire or Air, and one of the Earth; and take that which re­mains of the Air (of the Sulphur) of Luna, becauſe you took but three Drachms of it, when you made the Limes, and let it hang in the Air in a Glaſs Veſſel Sealed, and in a Cage, as you did with the other, and there will it receive the Celeſtial Virtues, which are the means of Conjunction between the Limes of the Earth, and the Limes of the Fire, and other Limes alſo.
Take the ſecond Air (the Menſtruum Elemented, in which were diſſolved the Air and Fire of the Sulphur of Gold, and gently drawn off, that is, three parts only from five of it) which is that, which you drew from the Fire congeled, which we call'd Philoſophi­cal Oyl, and Philoſophical Treaſure (not that, which is alſo called the Philoſophers Oyntment, made of the Earth united in one Kind, but that which was call'd the Vapour of the Elements) and put it by it ſelf in another Glaſs Veſſel well Sealed, and put it in the Air near the other, which you put for a whole Year.
Take the Menſtruum with which you ſeparated the Elements of the Sulphur of Luna (and that Menſtruum, wherewith you ſe­parated the Elements of the Sulphur of Sol) and put in every Veſ­ſel, wherein is Menſtruum of Luna (and the Menſtruum of Sol) one Drachm of Sulphur (or Vegetable Sal Harmoniack) and ſet [Page] it in Balneo, then in Aſhes, till you have made it all go over with every Menſtruum by it ſelf: Then each Menſtruum being thus recti­fy'd or animated, put in a Glaſs Veſſel Sealed by themſelves in their Cages, and hang them in the Air near the other, for a Year.
Take the Oleagineity of Luna (the firſt, or firſt Air) which is that, which you drew from the Earth of Luna, when you pre­pared it for the making of the Sulphur of Luna, which we commanded you to keep, and ſaid it ſhould be for the making (of the Sulphur of Nature) put it in a Glaſs Veſſel Sealed in the Air, and there it will be made a Fluxible and Virtuous Water of wonderful penetration: And what we ſaid of the white Oyl, we ſay alſo of the red incerative Oyl (of Sol.) And now Son! you have the Stone (Menſtruum) divided into eight parts, three in the Earth, and five in the Air.
Annotations.
THe Ten foregoing Kinds of Vegetable as well Simple as com­pounded Menſtruums, the Adepts made by tempering the unctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, with many ſorts of dry Bodies, and by ſuch means produced Menſtruums adapted equally for every uſe, and permanent and inſeparable, they being of the ſame Nature with the things that were diſſolved. In the Kind immediately ante­cedent we ſhew'd you, that all the aforeſaid Menſtruums, whether ſimple or compound, exalted with ſo great Labour to the higheſt degree by tempering them with dry things, may be raiſed yet higher, and augmented in their Virtues: For what Art cannot do, Nature can; what the Earth cannot do, Heaven can: For Menſtruums perfected by Art, do, by being expoſed to the Influences of the Hea­vens, attain to very great and incredible Virtues by Nature: In the eleventh precedent Kind, we had Menſtruums for Pretious Stones, made of the ſimple Elements of Metals: In this twelfth, he takes the Sulphur of Nature, Sal Harmoniack, or Mercury of the perfect Me­tals Sol and Luna, inſtead of crude Gold and Silver, and by expo­ſing the Elements of them to the Heaven and Earth, ſeparates them much more Nobly for the beſt of all Alchymical Tinctures.

From the Receipts we obſerve:
1. That Limes in their Compoſitions are indeed clear, but Cloud­ed with a weariſome multilocution, and diſguiſed by ſo great a va­riety [Page] of operations, beſides alſo in reſpect of time made moſt tedious on purpoſe to deter young, and unadviſed Practitioners.
2. That theſe Limes differ from the former Etherial and Ter­reſtrial Waters in fineneſs of preparation; theſe Elements are of the Sal Harmoniack or Philoſophical Mercury of Sol and Luna; but thoſe Elements of a crude Metal. For, ſaid Lully, Limes for Al­chymical Tinctures ought to be of a purer Nature, than thoſe which are for Pretious Stones.
3. That theſe Limes are Eſſences graduated, expoſed to the In­fluences of the Heaven and Earth, and conſequently are Medicines.
4. That the Sulphurs Naturae of imperfect Metals do alſo by the ſame method yield Limes, as ſtrong in their kind, as the Sulphurs Naturae of Gold and Silver in their kind.
Hitherto have we treated of Vegetable Menſtruums, now follow thoſe which are called Mineral: But before we proceed further, we are to take notice that by Vegetable Menſtruums are meant alſo Ani­mal Menſtruums: For all the Vegetable Menſtruums already al­leadged, are not called Vegetable in reſpect of Ingredients; for be­ſides Vegetables, Animals alſo, and minerals were made uſe of in their preparations; but by reaſon of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine produced chiefly from a Vegetable unctuoſity; which Spirit, if you knew how to extract out of ſome Oyly Matter of the animal King­dom, as the Adepts have more than often done: You might with this Animal Spirit tranſmute the aforeſaid Vegetable Menſtruums, in­to Animal Menſtruums, which nevertheleſs you cannot apply to Mineral Menſtruums; for though there are alſo in this Kingdom thin Oyls, ſwimming upon watriſh Liquors, as Oyl of Petre, Pit-Coals, &c. Yet theſe are extraordinary Oyls of this Kingdom, pro­duced either by exorbitancy, or defect of Nature. And therefore ſuch Oyls as theſe the Adepts referred to both the Vegetable and Animal Kingdoms, for they are of one and the ſame Nature; where­as the Oyls of Minerals and Metals are more dry and maſculine, then to produce our feminine Seed or Menſtruum: Now to recite the parts of Animals, and the way of extracting this Spirit of Philoſophical Wine from them, is not proper to this place, but belongs to a peculiar Book, namely, our fifth (treating more copiouſly of theſe things) to be publiſhed in due time, when God permits; wherefore not mention­ing Animal Menſtruums, we proceed to the Mineral or Acid Menſtruums.


OF Mineral MENSTRUUMS. The Thirteenth KIND. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of the Matter of Philoſophical Wine only.
[Page]
59. The Green Lyon of Ripley. Libro Accurt. Pag. 383.
TAke the Green Lyon without diſſolution in Vinegar (as ſometime the Cuſtom is) put it in a large Earthen Re­tort, which can endure the Fire, and diſtil it the ſame way as you diſtil Aqua fortis, putting a Receiver under it, and luting the Joynts well, that it may not reſpire; then diſtil firſt with a gentle Fire, till you ſee white fumes appear, then change the Receiver, ſtopping it well, and diſtil with a great Fire ſo, as Aqua fortis is diſtilled, thus continuing twenty four Hours, and if you continue the Fire the ſpace of eight Days, you will ſee the Receiver always full of white fumes, and ſo you will have the Blood of the Green Lyon, which we call Secret Water, and Ace­tum acerrimum, by which all Bodies are reduced to their firſt Matter, and the Body of Man preſerved from all infirmities. This is our Fire, burning continually in one Form within the Glaſs Veſſel, and not without: Our Dunghill, our Aqua Vitoe, our Balneo, our Vindemia, our Horſe-Belly, which effects wonder­ful things in the Works of Nature, and is the Examen of all Bo­dies diſſolved, and not diſſolved; and is a ſharp Water, carrying Fire in its Belly, as a Fiery Water, for otherwiſe it would not [Page] have the power of diſſolving Bodies into their firſt Matter. Be­hold! this is our Mercury, our Sol and Luna, which we uſe in our Work. Then will you find in the bottom of the Veſſel Fae­ces black as Coals, which you muſt for the ſpace of eight Days calcine with a gentle Fire, &c.
Annotations.
HItherto we have mix'd or tempered the unctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine with things Oyly, Dry-oyly, Oyly-dry, and purely Dry, and reduced them to divers Kinds of Vege­table Menſtruums; in which we have exhibited Menſtruums every way abſolute and perfect, in Smell, Taſte, and Colour incomparable, diſſolving without hiſſing or efferveſcence, and permanent with things diſſolved: Now follow in order, thoſe which are called Mineral Men­ſtruums, which though they be of a ſtinking Smell, of an acid or cor­roſive Taſte, and for the moſt part of a milky and opake Colour; and diſſolve Bodies with very great violence and corroſion, yet neverthe­leſs having the ſame Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, as the Vegetable Menſtruums for their Foundation, are therefore as permanent as they, yea better than they as to the abbreviation of time; for the acidity of Mineral Salts (for which corroſive or acid Menſtruums are cal­led Minera) lcannot deſtroy the Nature of the Spirit of Wine, nor the Nature of the Vegetable Menſtruum, but by corroding makes the particles of dry Bodies more apt to unite themſelves with the Oyly Spirit of Philoſophical Wine; but if that acidity be taken away, it becomes that which it was before, namely, either the Spirit of Philo­ſophical Wine, or a Vegetable Menſtruum.
The method which we uſed in the Vegetable Menſtruums, we will as near as we can obſerve alſo in theſe Mineral Menſtruums: In the Vegetable we extracted from the Philoſophical Wine an Aqua ar­dens, from which we did by Circulation ſeparate an Oyl or Eſſence of Wine, which is our Spirit of Wine, which then by acuating divers ways we reduced into the precedent Kinds of Vegetable Menſtruums; but in the Mineral we will begin with Philoſophical Grapes, the Matter it ſelf of Philoſophical Wine, which is elſewhere called Green Lyon, Adrop, &c. Though the Diſcourſe of this Matter appertains not to this place, yet if any thing preſents it ſelf to us either in the [Page] Receipts themſelves, or elſewhere, which may tend to a more clear manifeſtation of it, we will not conceal it; but on the contrary have de­termined to illuſtrate and explain things ſo, as not only to make you more aſſured of the uſe and neceſſity of this Spirit promiſed to you, but moreover alſo, that you may have ſome certain notions beforehand of its Conception, Subſtance, Nativity, &c.
For the elucidation of this Receipt, we will propound ſome other Receipts of the ſame Matter, that being compared together, they may be made the plainer: In the firſt place we will propoſe a Menſtruum made indeed not of the Green Lyon it ſelf, but of the Green Lyon diſſolved with an acid, and reduced into a certain Gum.

60. A Menſtruum made of the Gum Adrop of Ripley. Libro accurtationum, Pag. 381.
TAke Adrop, that is, the Green Lyon, which we ſpoke of before, and diſſolve it in diſtilled Vinegar for the ſpace of ſeven Days, ſhaking well the Veſſel which the Matter is in, three times dayly, then empty the diſſolved Liquor, and diſtil through a Filtre three times from its Faeces, till it be clear as Criſtal, and evaporate the Vinegar with a gentle Fire, till it be thick as Bird-Lime, which you cannot ſtir by reaſon of its Viſ­coſity, and being cold, take it out of the Veſſel, and keep it; and again make more of it, and this do, till you have twelve Pounds of this Green Lyon or Adrop reduced to the Form of a Gum, then have you the Earth extracted from the Earth, and the Brother of the Earth. Then take a Pound of that Gum, and put it in a Glaſs Veſſel of the bigneſs of a Bottle, well lu­ring the Joynts of the Alembick with Glew made of the white of Eggs and Filings well mix'd together.
This Receipt in the Treatiſe of the Philoſophical Adrop (which is in the ſixth Volume of Theatrum Chymicum, and inſcribed to an anonimous Diſciple of the great Guido de monte, but differs not from the Books of Ripley, namely, the preſent de Accurtationibus, and the Clavisaureae portae, the greateſt part of which is aſcribed to the Famous Dunſtun, Archbiſhop of Canterbury) is altogether the ſame as to the Senſe, though theſe Words run better in the Tranſlation [Page]thus: Now take three Pounds of the aforeſaid Gum, put it into a Diſtillatory able to hold about two Meaſures, and putting on an Alembick, lute the Joynts with luting made of Ale, the white of an Egg, and Wheat-Flower, Pag. 552. Volum. 6. Theat. Chym. Which is confirmed with the Proceſs or Receipt of the Cla­vis aureae portae, were thus: Put three Pounds of this Milk (thick­ned or Gumn'd) into a Glaſs Pag. 257. Clavis aureoe portoe: and di­ſtil in a Sand Furnace, and let the Sand be the thickneſs of two Fingers under the Veſſel, and ſo round about even to the middle of the Veſſel, or till the Matter be covered: put a Receiver to it, making at firſt a gentle Fire, but not luting the Receiver, till the Phlegm be gone over, and this continue, till you ſee fumes appear in the Receiver white as Milk; then increaſing the Fire change the Receiver, ſtopping it well, that it may not evaporate, and ſo continually angment the Fire, and you will have an Oyl moſt red as Blood, which is airy Gold, the Menſtruum foetens, the Philoſophers Sol, our Tincture Aqua ardens, the Blood of the Green Lyon, our unctious Humor, which is the laſt conſolation of Man's Body in this Life, the Philoſophers Mercury, Aqua ſoluti­va, which diſſolves Gold with the preſervation of its Species, and it hath a great many other Names: And when firſt the white fumes appear, continue your Fire twelve Hours, in which ſpace if the Fire be ſtrong, will all the Oyl be diſtilled, which keep well ſtopp'd to prevent reſpiring.
This Menſtruum differs from the precedent, for aſmuch as in this, the Green Lyon is diſſolved in Vinegar, but in that, it is all diſtilled alive, but they are both clearly enough deſcribed in themſelves; yet the Matter of the Menſtruum remaining more obſcure, and leſs in­telligible to the Reader, we have found out four Reaſons in Ripley, why it is called Green Lyon.
Firſt, ſaith he, by Green Lyon, the Philoſophers means the Sun, which by its attractive Virtue makes things Green, and go­verns the whole World. Tract. de. Adrop. Phil. Pag. 547. Vo­lum. ſexti Theat. Chym. and elſe where: The Green Lyon is that, by which all things became Green, and grow out of the Bowels of the Earth by its attractive Virtue, elevated out of the Winter Caverns, whoſe Son is moſt acceptable to us, and ſufficient for all the Elixirs, which are to be made of it; for from it may be had the power of the white and red Sulphur not burning, which [Page] is the beſt thing, ſaith Avicenne, that Alchymiſts can take, there­by to make Gold and Silver. But theſe Words may ſuffice a Wiſe Man to know and obtain the Green Lyon. Medulla Phil. Pag. 139.
Secondly, It is moreover alſo called Green, becauſe that Mat­ter is as yet ſharp and unripe, that is, not yet fixed or perfected by Nature, as common Gold. The Philoſophers Green Lyon therefore is green Gold, Gold vive, which is not as yet fixed, but left imperfect by Nature, and for this reaſon hath it the Virtue of reducing all Bodies into their firſt Matter, and ma­king thoſe Bodies which are fixed Spiritual and Volatile. Tract. de Adrop. Pag. 547.
Thirdly, It may alſo be called Lyon, becauſe as all other Ani­mals give place to a Lyon, ſo all Bodies yield to the power of Gold vive, which is our Mercury. Tract. Adrop. Pag. 548.
Fourthly, This Noble Infant is called Green Lyon, becauſe when it is diſſolved, it is cloathed with a Green Garment. Yet out of the Green Lyon of Fools (Vitriol) is with a violent Fire ex­tracted that which we call Aqua fortis, in which the ſaid Lyon ought to be elixirated. Medulla Philoſ. Pag. 139.
Theſe things ſpoken of the Green Lyon, are alſo to be underſtood of Adrop, being a Synonymous term of the ſame Matter: Take, ſaith Ripley, Adrop, that is, the Green Lyon. Now as to Adrop he declared as followeth: Adrop, ſaith he, is Gold and Silver in power but not in ſight, as Rhaſis ſaith, and our Gold and Silver, according to the Philoſophers, is not common Gold and Silver, for our Gold and Silver are airy, which in order to be well fer­mented, ought to be joyned with the beloved (common Gold,) Foraſmuch as the Philoſopher ſaith, That Adrop in its proſun­dity is airy Gold, and Adrop it ſelf is called Leprous Gold. And to theſe Sayings ſeems to aſſent Guido, the Greek Philoſopher, ſpeaking of the Mercurial or Menſtrual Spirit (the Spirit or Blood of the Green Lyon) which is extracted out of the Natural Adrop by Art, where he writes: And that Spirit is Sol extracted out of the Philoſophers Solary Water, Arſenick, and Luna: And in the ſame place preſently adds; The Body is the ferment of the Spirit, and the Spirit the ferment of the Body, and the Earth, wherein lies the Fire, dries, imbibes, and fixeth the Water; and the Air, wherein lies the Water, (the Air which lies in the Water, [Page]it ought to be read according to the Doctrine of ſeparating the Ele­ments) waſheth, tingeth, and perfecteth the Earth and Fire; and ſo Guido's Saying, that they tinge and perfect, ought to be un­derſtood, that the Stone (the Menſtruum drawn from Adrop, or the Green Lyon) is ſufficient for the compleating of it ſelf into an Elixir, and that no Exotick or Heterogeneous Matter, as he affirms, is or ought to be introduced to it, but all the parts of it are co-eſſential and concrete, becauſe the Philoſophers meaning was to compleat that work in a ſhort ſpace above the Earth, which Nature ſcarce perfecteth in a thouſand Years under the Earth: Unskilfully therefore according to the Opinion of the Philoſophers, as Guido ſaith, do they proceed, that ſeek to obtain a ferment from common Silver and Gold for our ſelect Body: For that Matter, in which is Argent vive clean and pure, not (moſt, is ill read) throughly brought to perfection by Nature, is, as Guido affirms, after compleat purification, a thouſand times better than the Bodies of Sol and Luna vulgarly decocted by the Natural heat of the Sun. Concord. Lully & Guidon. Pag. 323. A certain Philoſopher ſaith, He goes on Diſcourſing of the ſame A­drop; A fume (white) is drawn from its own Mines, which if rightly gathered, and again ſprinkled upon its own Mines, will there make a fixation, and ſo the true Elixir will in a ſhort ſpace of time be produced from it: And certainly without thoſe Liquors or Spirits, that is, the Water and Oyl of Mercury (Men­ſtruum) this Alchymical Body which is Neutral or Adrop, is not purged: And that is the Alchymical Body, which is called Le­prous Body, that is, black (at the beginning of the Work) in which, as ſaith Vincentius in his Speculum Naturale, are Gold and Silver in power, and not in aſpect; which in the Bowels of it is alſo airy Gold, to which no Man can attain, except the unclean Bo­dy be firſt cleanſed, which is without doubt after its compleat dealbation, and then it is a thouſand times better than are the Bodies of common Gold and Silver decocted by Natural heat: The firſt Matter of this Leprous Body is a viſcous Water inſpiſſa­ted in the Bowels of the Earth: Of this Body, according to the Judgment of Vincentius, is made the great Elixir for the red and white, the Name whereof is Adrop, otherwiſe called the Philoſophers black Lead, out which Raymund commands us to extract an Oyl of a Golden Colour, or ſuch like: Raymund adds, [Page] But this Oyl is not neceſſary in the Vegetable Work (namely, for the inceration of the Vegetable Stone) becauſe ſolutions and co­agulations are there ſoon made; and if you can ſeparate it from its Phlegm, and after that ingeniouſly find out the Secrets of it, you will in thirty Days be able to perfect the Philoſophers Stone: For this Oyl makes Medecines (Tinctures) penetrable, ſociable, and amicable to all Bodies, and in the World there is not a great­er Secret. Medul. Phil. Chym. pag. 131.
Ripley hath here recited various Synonima's of this Adrop: We for a time will follow the Green Lyon by the way of Philoſophical Lead, as we are directed by Ripley in theſe very Words: Firſt, un­derſtand, when Avecenn ſaith, that Gold and Silver are in Lead by Power, and not by ſight, and they are left by Nature crude and half cocted, and therefore that ought to be perfectly ſupplyed by Art, which is left imperfect by Nature, and by way of a fer­ment digeſting and cocting that which is left crude: For a fer­ment therefore take perfect Gold, for a little (paululum, not paula­tim) of their fixed ſubſtance (thoſe fixed Bodies) will draw and convert much of Bodies not fixed to the perfection of Gold and Silver. And thus will Art help Nature, that in a little ſpace of time that may be done above the Earth, which is not in a thou­ſand Years done under the Earth: And by this means you will underſtand, how Lead contains in it the greateſt Secrets of this Art: For it hath in it Argent vive, clean, pure, odoriferous, not brought by Nature to perfection: And this Argent vive is the Baſis and Ground-Work of our pretious Medicine, as well for Metallick as Humane Bodies, ſo as to be the Elixir of Life, cu­ring all infirmities: Which the Philoſopher meant, ſaying, There is in Mercury whatſoever Wiſe Men ſeek: From this are the Soul, Body, Spirit, and Tincture drawn: Moreover alſo in this Mercury is the Philoſophers Fire, always burning equally with­in the Veſſel, and not without: It hath alſo a great attractive Virtue and Power in diſſolving Sol and Luna, and reducing the ſame into their firſt Matter: With this Mercury are to be diſ­ſolved the Calxes of the perfect Bodies in congealing the afore­ſaid Mercurial Spirit, &c. Pupilla, Pag. 295. But have a care that you operate not with (common) Saturn, becauſe commonly it is ſaid, Eat not of the Son, whoſe Mother is corrupted, and believe, that many Men err in Saturn. Hear what Avicenn ſaith, [Page] Saturn will be always Saturn; yea operate not with the Earth of (Philoſoph.) Saturn, which the Spirit of it has deſpiſed, and relinquiſhed for the worſt Sulphur: Operate only with the fume of it to congeal Mercury, yet not as Fools, but as the Philoſo­phers do, and you will have a very good Work. Phil. Cap. 2. Pag. 188. The whole compoſition we call our Lead; the qua­lity of the ſplendor proceeds from Sol and Luna, and in ſhort, theſe are our Menſtruums wherewith we calcine perfect Bodies naturally, but no unclean Body is an Ingredient, one excepted, which is by the Philoſophers commonly called Green Lyon, which is the means of joyning the Tinctures between Sol and Luna with perfection, as Geber himſelf atteſteth, Libro. 42. por­tar. Pag. 12. To manifeſt this thing to you, you muſt know, that it is one of thoſe, which are of the ſeven Days (Planets) and the meaneſt of the ſame, out of whoſe Body is artificially ex­tracted Blood, and a vaporous Humor, which is called the Blood of the Green Lyon, from which is produced a Water, called White of an Egg, and Aqua Vitoe, May-Dew, and by many other Names, which to avoid prolixity, we now omit. Phil. Cap. 3. Pag. 190.
The method of extracting the Blood of the Green Lyon out of cal­cined Lead, or Philoſophical Minium is this that followeth.

61. A Menſtruum made of the red Lead of Ripley. In pupilla Alchym. pag. 303.
TAke of Lead calcined or rubifyed, or the beſt Minium, that is, Mineral Antimony, prepared, what quantity you pleaſe, yet with this conſideration, that you muſt have ſo many quarts of diſtill'd Vinegar, as you have pounds of the aforeſaid calcined Lead: To this Vinegar pour the aforeſaid Lead in a large Earth­en Veſſel well glazed, then for the ſpace of three Days ſtir the Matter ſtrongly with a Wooden Spatula ſix or ſeven times a Day, cover it well from Duſt, and let it not be put to the Fire by any means during all this time, after which ſeparate all that is clear and criſtalline by a Filtre into another Veſſel, then put it into a Braſs Skillet to a gentle Fire, that all the Phlegmatick [Page] Water may evaporate, till a very thick Oyl is left in the bottom of the Veſſel, which ſuffer to cool; which being done, the Matter will become like Gum, ſo as to be cut with a Knife, hereof put four Pounds into a Glaſs Cucurbit with an Alembick, the Joynt being well luted with a Paſte made of the Scales of Iron, Flower, and the whites of Eggs well beaten together: put the Veſſel in a Furnace of Sand, and not in Aſhes, and let the Veſſel be buried in the Sand even to the middle of it, and let the Sand be two Fingers thick under the bottom of the Veſſel; then put a Receiver to it, but not luted, till you have drawn out all the Phlegmatick Water with a moſt gentle Fire, which Wa­ter throw away: When you ſee a white fume appear, then lute the Receiver, which muſt be two foot long; which being drawn out, ſtrengthen the Fire as much as you can, and continue it till you have diſtilled all that can be extracted in twelve Hours, and ſo will you have the Blood of the Red Lyon, moſt red as Blood, which is our Mercury, and our Tincture now prepared, to be poured upon its ferment, that is, upon the Calxes of moſt pure Gold, &c. But if you would uſe it for the white Work, you muſt diſtil your Mercury three times with a ſlow Fire, always reſerving the Faeces apart in every diſtillation, and then will you have your Mercury moſt white as Milk: And this is our Vir­gins Milk, whitened Menſtruum, and our Argent vive Philoſophi­cally exuberated; with which by Circulation make an Oyl out of the Calxes of Luna, and proceed in all things, as you did with the red Mercury upon the Calxes of Gold, and you will have a white Elixir, which will convert any Metal into perfect Luna: But the Golden Oyl ought to be perfected and tempered, and well united with artifical Balſom, by the way of Circulation, till out of them is made a moſt clear and reſplendent Golden Liquor, which is the true Aurum potabile, and Elixir of Life more pretious for Mens Bodies, then any other Medicine of the World.
The like Menſtruum Ripley hath in his Medulla Philoſophiae Chymicae.

62. The Simple ſtinking Menſtruum of Ripley. Medulla Phil. Chym. pag. 170.
[Page]
TAke the ſharpeſt Juice of Grapes, and being diſtilled, diſſolve into a clear Criſtalline Water, the Body being well Calcined to a Redneſs, which is by the Philoſophers called Sericon; of which make a Gum, which is like Allum in taſte, and is by Raymund called Azoquean Vitriol. Out of this Gum with a ſlow Fire is drawn firſt a weak Water, which hath its taſte no ſharpneſs, no more than Spring-water: And when a white Fume begins to appear, then change the Receiver, and Lute ſtrongly, that it may no way expire; and ſo you will have your Aqua ardens, Aqua vitoe, and a reſolvitive Menſtruum, which before was reſolvible: This is the Potential Vapour, a­ble to diſſolve, putrifie, and alſo purifie Bodies, divide the Ele­ments,, and by its attractive Virtue exalt its own Earth into a wonderful Salt: And they that think there is any other Water, beſides this which we ſpeak of, are miſtaken in this Work: this Water hath a moſt ſharp taſte, and partly alſo a ſtinking ſmell, and therefore is called ſtinking Menſtruum; and it being a very Airy Water, it therefore ought to be put upon its Calxes in leſs then an Hour after it is diſtilled or rectified; but when it is poured upon the aforeſaid Calxes, it begins to boyl up, and then if the Veſſel be well ſtopp'd it will not leave working, though no Fire be adminiſtred to it from without, till it be dryed up in the Calx; wherefore you muſt apply no greater quantity of it than ſcarce to cover the Calxes, then proceed to the full compleating of it, as in the work of the compounded Water. And when the Elixir is reduced to a purple Colour, let it be diſſolved in the ſame Menſtruum, being firſt rectified in­to a thin Oyl, upon which fix the Spirit of our Water by Cir­culation, and then hath it the Power of converting all Bodies into moſt pure Gold, and to heal all Infirmities of man's Body, more than all the Potions of Hippocrates and Galen, for this is the true Aurum Potabile, and no other, which is made of Artificial Gold Elemented, turned about by the Wheel of Philoſophy, &c▪
The ſame Menſtruum is had in the Vade Mecum of Ripley.

63. The Menſtruum of Sericon of Ripley. In Vade Mecum, commonly called the Boſom-Book.
[Page]
TAke of Sericon or Antimony thirty Pounds, out of which you will have twenty Pounds or thereabout of Gum, if the Vinegar be good; diſſolve each pound of that Sericon in two meaſures (a Gallon) of Vinegar twice diſtilled, and having ſtood a little while in digeſtion, ſtir the matter often every day, the oftner the better, with a clean ſtick, filtre the Liquor three times, throw away the Faeces, to be taken away as ſuperfluous, being no Ingredient to the Magiſtery, for it is the damned Earth: Then evaporate the filtred Liquors in Balneo Marioe with a temperate heat, and our Sericon will be coagulated into a Green Gum, call'd our Green Lyon, dry that Gum well, yet with care, leſt you burn the Flowers, or deſtroy the Greens of it: Then take the ſaid Gum, put it in a ſtrong Glaſs Retort well luted, and with a moderate Fire diſtil a weak Water to be caſt away: But when firſt you perceive a white fume aſcending, put to it a Glaſs Receiver large, and of ſufficient capacity, whoſe Mouth is exactly joyned to the Neck of the Retort, which muſt be very well luted, leſt any of the fume be loſt or evaporate out of the Receiver: Then increaſe the Fire by degrees, till a red fume aſ­cends, and continue a ſtronger Fire, till bloody drops come, or no more fume appears: Then abate the Fire by degrees, and all being cold, take away the Receiver, and forthwith ſtop it, that the Spirits may not exhale, becauſe this Liquor is called our bleſſed Liquor, to be kept in a Glaſs Veſſel very cloſe ſtop­ped: Then examine the Neck of the Retort, where you will find a white and hard Ice, in the form of a congealed Vapour, or Mercury ſublimate, which gather carefully, and keep, be­cauſe it contains great Secrets, of which lower: Then take the Faeces out of the Retort, being black as Soot, which are called our Dragon, whereof calcine one Pound, or more, if you pleaſe, in a Potters, Glaſs-makers, or Philoſophical Furnace, into a white Snowy Calx, which keep pure by it ſelf, it being called the Baſis and Foundation of the Work, Mars, our white fixed Earth, or Philoſophers Iron: Now take the reſidue of the [Page] Faeces, or black Dragon, and ſift it on a Marble, or any other Stone, and at one of the ends light it with a live Coal, and in the ſpace of half an Hour the Fire will run over all the Faeces, which it will calcine into a very Glorious citrine Colour; theſe citrine Faeces diſſolve with diſtilled Vinegar, after the aforeſaid manner, filtre alſo three times as before, then evaporate the diſ­ſolution into a Gum, and diſtil the Menſtruum, which is now cal­led Sanguis Draconis, or Dragons Blood, and repeat this Work in all things as before, till you have reduced all, or the greater part of the Faeces into our Natural or Bleſſed Liquor, all which Li­quors pour to the firſt Liquor or Menſtruum, called the Blood of the Green Lyon; the Liquor being thus mix'd, putrefie it in a Glaſs Veſſel the ſpace of fourteen Days: Then proceed to the ſeparation of the Elements, becauſe in this Bleſſed Liquor you have now all the Fire of the Stone, hidden before in the Faeces; which Secret has been hitherto kept wonderfully cloſe by the Philoſophers: Now take all the Menſtruum being putrifyed, put it in a Venice Glaſs of a fit ſize, put an Alembick to it, and lute with Linnen Rags dipp'd in the white of Eggs; the Receiver muſt be very ſpacious, to keep in the reſpiring Spirit, and with a temperate heat ſeparate the Elements one from another, and the Element of Air, which is the Oyl (ardent Spirit, containing a little white Oyl at the top) will firſt aſcend: The firſt Element be­ing diſtilled, rectifie it in another Veſſel fit for it, that is, diſtil ſeven times, till it burns a Linnen Cloath, being dipp'd in it and kindled; then is it called our rectify'd Aqua ardens, which keep very well ſtopp'd, for otherwiſe the moſt ſubtil Spirit of it will vaniſh away: In the rectifications of the Aqua ardens the Air will aſcend in the form of a white Oyl, ſwimming upon the Aqua (ardens) and a citrine Oyl will remain, which is diſtilled with a ſtronger Fire: Mercury being ſublimed, and reduced into Powder diſſolv'd per deliquium, upon Iron Plates in a cold place, pour a little of the Aqua ardens to the Liquor being filtred, and it will extract the Mercury in the form of a Green Oyl ſwim­ming a-top, which ſeparate and diſtil by a Retort, and there will aſcend firſt a Water, and then a thick Oyl, which is the Oyl of Mercury: Then diſtil the Flood or Water of the Stone into another Receiver, the Liquor will be whitiſh, which draw off in Balneo with a moderate heat, till there remains in the bottom of [Page] the Cucurbit a thick Oyly ſubſtance, like melted Pitch, keep this Water by it ſelf in a Glaſs well ſtopp'd. Take notice, when firſt the Liquor riſeth white, another Receiver muſt be put to, becauſe that Element is wholly diſtilled: Two or three drops of that black liquid Oyl being given in the Spirit of Wine, do Cure any Poyſon: Now to this black and liquid Matter pour our Aqua ardens, mix them well together, and let the mixture ſettle three Hours, then decant, and filtre the Liquor, pour on new Aqua ardens, and repeat the operation three times, then di­ſtil again in Balneo with a gentle heat, and this reiterate thrice, and it will come under the denomination of the rectify'd Blood of Man, which Operators ſearch for in the Secrets of Nature: Thus have you exalted the two Elements, Water, and Air, to the Virtue of a Quinteſſence; keep this Blood for occaſion: Now to the black and liquid Matter or Earth, pour the Flood or Water of the Stone, mix them well together, and diſtil the whole, till the Earth remains very dry and black, which is the Earth of the Stone; keep the Oyl with the Water for occaſion: Reduce the black Earth to a Powder, to which pour the afore­ſaid Man's Blood, digeſt three Hours, then diſtil in Aſhes with a Fire ſufficiently ſtrong, repeat this Work three times, and it will be call'd the rectify'd Water of Fire, and ſo have you exalted the three Elements, namely, Water, Air, and Fire, into the Virtue of a Quinteſſence: Then calcine the Earth being black and dry, in the bottom of the Reverberatory, into a moſt white Calx, with which mix the Fiery Water, and diſtil with a ſtrong Fire as be­fore; the remaining Earth calcine again, and diſtil, and that ſe­ven times, or till the whole ſubſtance of the Calx be paſs'd through the Alembick, and then have you the rectify'd and truly Spiritu­al Water of Life, and the four Elements, exalted to the Virtue of a Quinteſſence; this Water will diſſolve all Bodies, putrefie and purge them: This is our Mercury, our Lunary, but who­ſoever thinks of any other Water beſides this, is ignorant and fooliſh, never attaining to the deſired effects.
This Menſtruum is made of the ſame Matter as the precedent Menſtruums. For Green Lyon, Adrop, Philoſophical Lead, Mi­neral Antimony, Airy Gold, Mercury, &c. are Synonima's of one and the ſame Matter: This Matter being diſſolved in diſtill'd Vinegar, and again inſpiſſated into a Gum, in taſte like Alum, is by [Page] Ripley in the Deſcription of the antecedent Menſtruum in Numb. 62. called Lully's Vitriol of Azoth, or Vitriolum Azoqueum: Lully in practica Teſtamenti, Cap. 9. Pag. 159. Vol. 4. Th. Chym. makes a Menſtruum of B. C. D. By B. he meant the ſaid Green Lyon, or common Argent vive, which as he ſays elſewhere, is more common to Men, than vulgar Argent vive, B. ſaith he, Pag. 153. of the ſaid practica, ſignifies Argent vive, which is a com­mon ſubſtance conſiſting in every corruptible Body, as appears by the property of it, &c. By C. he intended common Niter. C. ſaith he, ſignifies Salt Peter, which hath a common (acid) Na­ture, and like Argent vive by the property of its ſtrong (acid) Nature, Pag. 154.4. Volum. aforeſaid. By D. he underſtood Gum Adrop, made of the Green Lyon. D. ſaith he, ſignifies Azoquean Vitriol, which corrupts and confounds all that is of the Nature and Being of common Argent vive. In the ſame place, Both C. and D. he calls the purer mediums. Cap. 58. Theor. Teſt. pag. 96. You muſt know Son! ſaith he, our Bath, you may waſh the Nature of (Phil) Argent vive ſo, as Nature could never do, that is, to make Argent vive a compleat Elixir. But (Phil.) Ar­gent vive and Metals being both in Nature, and in your Work, extreams, and extreams not being able to joyn themſelves, with­out the Virtue of a middle diſpoſition, which is between the ſoftneſs of Argent vive, and the hardneſs of Metal, becauſe there is by reaſon of that middle diſpoſition a Natural complyance, which is the cauſe of Conjunction between Body and Spirit, as it is in every thing generated, or in capacity of being generated: In Nature are many mediums, whereof two are more pure, and more viſcous, the Green Azoquean Vitriols, with the ſtony Na­ture, which is the Salt and Nature of Stones. By the help my Son! of this contemptible Matter is our Stone, which we have ſo much ſought for, procreated, &c.
With the other of theſe mediums, C, the ſtony Nature, Salt Pe­ter, Salt of Peter, or Niter, we have no buſineſs at preſent; but be­ing ſolicitous of D. Gum Adrop, or the Azoquean Vitriol of Lully, it will be worth while to conſult Lully himſelf: Of which the Phi­loſopher, Cap. 59. Theor. Teſtamenti, thus: Son! ſaith he, the Azoquean Lyon, which is called (Azoquean) Vitriol, is by Nature made of the peculiar ſubſtance of common Argent vive, which is the Natural Root, from whence Metal is procreated in its own [Page] Mine. By common Argent vive, he meant not the Vulgar but Philoſophical Argent vive, the natural Root as well of Metals as Minerals. When we ſay common Mercury, ſaith he, we ſpeak of that, which the Philoſophers underſtand; and when we name the Vulgar, we ſpeak of that which is known to the Country­men, and ſold in Shops. Cap. 1. Lib. Mercuriorum, which the following Synonyma's of this Mercury, namely, Chaos, Nature, Origo, Green Lyon, Argent vive, Unguent, Oyl, Paſture and Liquor of great Value, do alſo teſtifie in Cap. 45. Theor. Teſt. pag. 75. Vol. 4. Th. Chym.
This common Argent vive, or Green Lyon, muſt be purged from its Superfluities, before the Aroquean Vitriol of Lully, or the Gum Adrop of Ripley can be made of it. You muſt ſaith he, my Son! being a Student of this Science, be ſtedfaſt, and not ſearch after this or that, becauſe this Art is not perfected with many things, and therfore we tell you, there is but one only Stone, that is Sulphur, and one only Medicine, namely, the compoſition of Sulphur, to which nothing is to be added, only the Terreſtrial and Phlegmatick Superfluities taken away, becauſe they are and ought to be ſeparated from our Argent vi­ve, which is more common to men, than Vulgar Argent vive, and is of greater Price, Merit, and ſtronger Union of Nature, from which and the firſt forms of it, it is neceſſary to ſeparate, by the known degrees of ſeparation, all that belongs not to the Sal Armoniack of Metals, &c. Cap. 18. Theor. Teſt. pag. 33. Volum 4. Th. Chym. We ſay there is but one only Philo­ſophical Stone (volatile not yet fixed, or matter of a Menſtru­um) extracted from the things aforeſaid by our Magiſtery. And therefore when it comes newly into the World, you muſt not add any other Powder, or any other Water, nor anything incongruous to it, more than that, which is born in it, being radical to its own Nature, and the Mother of it, which feeds and carryed it, that is Sulphur, which formed the Stone in a Celeſtial Colour: But before you extract (diſtil) it (the Stone) throughly, purge, and cleanſe it from all its Phlegma­matick, Terreſtrial, and corruptible Infirmities, which are contrary to its Nature, becauſe they are the death of it, with which it is ſurrounded, which do mortifie its vivificative Spirit. Cap. 7. Theor. Teſt. pag. 20, of the ſaid Volum. It is to be di­ligently [Page] noted, that one of the two aforeſaid Natural Principles (Sulphur and Argent vive) is more truly Natural in the whole, and through the whole ſubſtance of it, as well within as with­out, and that is the pure Sulphur, hot and dry, introducing its form, that is, according to which the form of a Metal pur­ſues a pure effect: But the other (Argent vive) is unnatural, that is inwardly natural, and outwardly againſt Nature; but the internal natural part is made proper and alſo con-natural to it ſelf, becauſe it comes by its own Nature, but the external part is added to it by accident, and is to be naturally ſeparated from it after the corruption (Putrifaction) of it; wherefore it is manifeſt that ſuch Argent vive is not in the whole ſubſtance of it natural, in the firſt reception of it, nor is depurated to the full, unleſs it be depurated by the Ingenuity of Art. C. 5. p. 10. Codicilli.
As to this Purification of Argent vive, or the Green Lyon, Rip­ley thus: Wherefore ſaith he, this Mercury (the corroſive Spi­rit of common Vitriol) is by Raymond called, Our Fire againſt Nature: Nevertheleſs the ſame thing happens in ſome mea­ſure to this Mercury (the acidity of Vitriol) as alſo to the o­ther (Vegetable Mercury, or Green Lyon) which is our natural Fire: For both of them are hidden in the middle or center of their Bodies, that is, between the Phlegmatick Water on one ſide, and Terreſtrial Craſſitude on the other ſide, nor are they obtained without the great Induſtry of Philoſophy, and ſo thoſe parts can avail us nothing, except only their middle ſub­ſtance: For ſaith Raymond, We take neither of the firſt Prin­ciples, becauſe they are too ſimple, nor of the laſt, becauſe they are too groſs and feculent, but only of the middle; wherein is the Tincture, and true Oyl, ſeparated from unclean Terre­ſtreity, and Phlegmatick Water: Therefore ſaith Raymond thus; The unctious Moiſture, is the near Matter of our Phyſical Argent vive, pag. 289. Pupilloe Alchym.
Argent vive, or the Green Lyon, is purified by common Vitriol, as thus: When the Argent vive is put in a dry Vitriolated Vapour (Spirit of Vitriol) which is a ſharp Water, it is pre­ſently diſſolved by the Inciſion and Penetration, cauſed by the ſharpneſs, being manifeſtly ſtrong, and in diſſolving, is converted into the Nature of Terreſtrial Vitriol, not taking a Metalick, nor a clear Coeleſtial Form, as appears after the evaporation of [Page] the ſaid Water, and the congelation of it in the form of Yel­low Criſtals, which Yellowneſs proceeds from the ſharp Sul­phurous Terreſtreity, which was beyond meaſure mixed in the ſaid Water by Atoms, with an Homogeneous Univerſality and ſimplicity, which ſimplicity was taken and bound by the ſaid Terreſtreity, with the alteration of the Light, Clarity, and Lucidity into Obſcurity, &c. Cap. 89. Theor. Teſt. 141. Vol. 4. Th. Chym. Son! the thick Vitriolated Vapours from which Vitriol is produced, is very ſharp and pontick, and therefore penetrates the parts of the Sulphur, and Argent vive being de­purated, and penetrating, tingeth that purify'd Matter, con­gealing it into the Form of that Vitriolated and yellow Ter­reſtrial Vapour, which is mixed with them. Wherefore what we have ſaid is manifeſt, that is, This is the great Gate, name­ly, that the Terreſtrial Virtues muſt not excel the Coeleſtial, but on the contrary, if you will have the thing deſired, Cap. 85. Theor. Teſt. pag. 137. of the ſame Volume. You may re­member that you would put nothing with the Menſtrual (the Matter of the Menſtruum) but that which proceeded from it at the beginning of its mixtion; for if you add an incongruous thing, it will preſently be corrupted by the incongruous Nature, nor will you ever have that which you would have. Gold and Silver, and Mercury are diſſolved in our Menſtrual, becauſe it participates with them in proximity and vicinity of the firſt Nature, and from hence will you extract a white Fume, which is our Sulphur, and the Green Lyon, which is your Unguent, and the ſtinking Water, which is our Argent vive: But it is requeſite for the Green Lyon to be throughly diſſolved in the Aqua Foetens, or ſtinking VVater, before you can have the ſaid Fume, which is our Sulphur, which Sulphur is indeed the ſame way diſſolved from the Body, congealing the Spirit in the form of a dry Water, which we call Stone, and the higheſt Me­dium of all our Work, which is the connexion and aggregation of both Natures, that is, of Body and Spirit. Son! This Wa­ter is called Aqua ignis, or if you had rather Igniſaqua, that undeclinable Word, becauſe it burns Gold and Silver better than Elementary Fire can do, and becauſe it contains in it heat of a Terreſtrial Nature, which diſſolves without Violence, which common Fire cannot do. Wherfore we enjoyn you to make the [Page] Magiſtery of the hotteſt things you can get in Nature, and you will have a hot Water, which diſſolveth all things, Cap. 59. Theor. Teſt. Pag. 98. Of the ſame Volume.
Theſe Sayings Ripley comprehends in ſhort, thus: Theſe Words, ſaith he, may ſerve a Wiſe Man in order to know and acquire the Green Lyon: But this Noble Infant is called Green Lyon, be­cauſe being diſſolved it is Cloathed in a Green Garment. Yet out of the Green Lyon of Fools (Vitriol) is extracted by a violent Fire, that Water which we call Aqua fortis (Spirit of Vitriol) in which the ſaid Lyon ought to be Elixirated. For all Alchymi­cal Gold is made of Corroſives, &c. Pag. 139. Medulla Phil.
This Argent vive, Green Lyon, Philoſophers Lead, &c. being purifyed with Vitriol, muſt be further matured or calcined into a red Colour, Minium, Lead calcined, Sericon, &c. E. (that is, Vitrio­lated Azoth, Pag. 15. Theor. Teſt.) the fourth (Medium or Prin­ciple) is a ſubſtance produced from its Mine, and in it, more near to the Nature of Metals, which is by ſome called Calcantis, and Azoth Vitreus (Mercury Vitriolated, or Azoquean Vitriol) which is the Earth and Mine of Metals, and is by another Name called Ʋriſius, of ſhining white and red within Black and Green open­ly, having the Colour of a Venomous Lizard, immediately ge­nerated out of Argent vive, the Matter aforeſaid impregnated with the ſaid hot and dry ſulphurous Vapour (of common Vitri­ol) in its reſolution congealed into a Lizard, in which (Azoth Vitriolated) is the form and ſpecies of the ſtinking Spirit in its mixtion, the Mineral heat of which is multiplyed, which is the Life of Metal, and is ſignified by E. Cap. 3. Theor. Teſtam. Pag. 12. Volume. 4. Theat. Chym. And a little after: In the Work of Nature is Argent vive, but not ſuch as is found upon the Earth, nor will be, till it be firſt turned into an apoſtemated and veno­mous Blood. In the ſame place: You muſt know Son! that by Art and Nature Argent vive is congealed by an acute Water, underſtand therefore Philoſophically, becauſe if it were not ſharp and acute, it could not penetrate, which is the firſt action in diſſolution, after which diſſolution it is returned into an apoſte­mated Blood, by the mutation of its own Nature into another. Son! there are two things, which ought to ſtick together by the agreement of contrariety, one pure, the other impure; the im­pure recedes, Fire being an Enemy, by reaſon of its Corruption; [Page] the other remains in Fire, becauſe of its purity, being tranſmu­ted into Blood, and this is our Argent vive, and our whole Se­cret, cloathed with a tripartite Garment, that is, black, white, and red, and that alone we want for the purpoſe of our Magi­ſtery, Argent vive containing all that is neceſſary for a Quinteſ­ſence. There is in Mercury whatſoever Wiſe Men ſeek; for under the ſhadow of it lies a fifth ſubſtance; for the ſubſtance of it is pure and incombuſtible; and all of it is nothing elſe but Gold and Silver (not common Metals, but airy, being in Mercury, or the Green Lyon) melted and fuſed within and without by Virtue of the Fire (againſt Nature) and afterwards purify'd and ſeparated from all its Original Blemiſh and Pollution; for that Gold which is incombuſtible, remains fuſed and liquid, and im­parts its Golden Nature in the ſaid Mercury, &c. Cap. 62. Theor. Teſt. Pag. 103. Volume, 4. Th. Chym.
Out of this Philoſophical Minium, calcined Lead, or Sericon only, the Adepts ſometimes diſtilled their Menſtruums; for Exam­ple, the firſt of this Kind in Numb. 59. Sometimes they diſſolved this Minium in diſtilled Vinegar, which being drawn off, they reduced it into Gum Adrop, or Lully's Azoquean Vitriol, out of which they then diſtilled the ſtinking Menſtruum, or Menſtruum foetens, in Numb. 60. Sometimes they diſſolved Gum Adrop per deliquium firſt, and then diſtilled it. The thirteenth way of practiſing, ſaith Ripley, as it here appears, is very curious, and that is in Sa­turn, (Philoſophical) rubified in a Glaſs Veſſel ſtopp'd, to prevent reſpiration, with a ſtrong and continual Fire, till it becomes red: Take therefore that rubified Saturn, and pour a good quantity of diſtilled Vinegar upon it, and ſhake it very often every Day for a Month (a Week) then ſeparate the Vinegar by a Filtre, and take only that which is clear without Faeces, and put it in Balneo to diſtil, and after the ſeparation of the Vinegar, you will find at the bottom of the Veſſel a white or sky-Coloured Water, which take, and being put in a Bladder five double, to keep out the Water, diſſolve it in Balneo into a criſtalline Water; put that Water in a Diſtillatory, and if you will, ſeparate the Elements from it, or diſtil the diſſolved Water, which rectifie in a Circulatory, and the Earth which remained in the bottom (in the diſtillation) calcine, till it grows like a Sponge, and then is it very ſit to reaſſume its Mercury ſeparated from it, that a new [Page] Generation may be made, and a Son brought forth, which is called King of Fire, and which is ſo great in the Love of all the Philoſophers, Cap. 17. Philoſ. Pag. 220. Of this Work Ripley made mention: Cap. 4. of the ſame Book, Pag. 194. Saying, There is moreover another Work in Gum produced by Vinegar from red Saturn, out of which is the ſeparation of the Elements made, af­ter it is diſſolved in Bladders: The Menſtruums of Gum Adrop, which way ſoever made, were called ſtinking Menſtruums, be­cauſe of the ſtinking ſmell: This Water, ſaith Ripley, hath a moſt ſharp taſte, and partly alſo a ſtinking ſmell, and therefore is called ſtinking Menſtruum. Aſſa foetida alſo is ſo called from the ſmell, which our Mercury hath when it is newly extracted out of its polluted Body, becauſe that ſmell is like Aſſa foetida, ac­cording to the Philoſopher, who ſaith; That ſtink is worſt be­fore the preparation of this Water, which after the circulating of it into a Quinteſſence, and good preparation, it is pleaſant and very delectable, and becomes a Medicine againſt the Leproſie, and all other Diſeaſes, without which Gold vive, you can never make the true potable Gold, which is the Elixir of Life and Me­tals, Adrop. Phil. Pag. 548. Volum. 6. Theat. Chym.
Theſe Menſtruums they called White Fume, becauſe of their white and opake Colour. It is alſo called White Fume, ſaith Ripley, nor without cauſe, for in diſtillation a white fume goeth out firſt, before the red Tincture, which aſcending into the Alem­bick, makes the Glaſs white as Milk, from whence it is alſo cal­led Lac Virginis, or Virgins Milk. In the ſame place: Out of the red Fume or red Tincture, otherwiſe call'd the Blood of the Green Lyon, the Adepts did by rectification alone prepare two Mercuries, namely, red and white: Upon this occaſion, ſaith Ripley, I will teach you a general Rule: If you would make the white Elixir, you muſt of neceſſity divide your Tincture (the Blood of the Green Lyon) into two parts, whereof one muſt be kept for the red Work, but the other diſtill'd with a gentle Fire; and you will obtain a white Water, which is our white Tincture, our Eagle, our Mercury and Virgins Milk: When you have theſe two Tinctures, or the white and red Mercury, you will be able to practiſe upon their own Earth, or upon the Calx of Metals; for the Philoſophers ſay, we need not care what ſubſtance the Earth is of, &c. Adr. Phil. p. 554. Vol. 6. Theat. Chy. Roger Bacon made a two-fold Mercury thus:

64. The Green Lyon of Roger Bacon. A Raymundo Ganfrido in verbo abbreviato de Leone Viridi. Pag. 264. Theſauri Chymici Baconis.
[Page]
THe abbreviated moſt true and approved Word of hidden things being manifeſted, I have in a ſhort Diſcourſe abre­viated to you in the Work of Luna and Sol; in the firſt place earneſtly requiring the Readers not to expoſe ſo Noble a Pearl to be trodden upon by Dogs or Swine; for this is the Secret of all the Philoſophers Secrets, the Garden of Delights, Spices, and all Treaſures, into which he that hath once entred, will want no more: Now that Word, not without cauſe deſired by many Men, was firſt declared by our eminent Doctor Roger Bacon; afterwards J. Fryer Raymund Jeffery, Miniſter General of the Order of the Fryers Minors, took care to explain the Word, with as much brevity as I could, to the Sons of Philoſophy. In the Name of Chriſt then, take a great quantity of the ſtrongeſt Vi­negar diligently diſtilled through an Alembick, in which diſſolve a good quantity of the Green Lyon, being diſſolved, diſtil through a Filtre, and keep it in Glaſs Cucurbits well ſtopp'd: If any re­markable part of the Lyon remains undiſſolved, diſſolve it with the aforeſaid Vinegar, and diſtil through a Filtre, and being diſ­ſolved, joyn it with the other Waters before reſerved in the Cucurbits, then take the reſerved Waters (diſſolutions) and diſtil them all in Balneo Marioe, applying Alembicks to them well luted, that the Cucurbits may not reſpire, put Fire under, and receive all the Waters, which will be diſtilled, but have a care that the diſſolved Lyon be not altogether congealed in the Cucur­bits, but that it may remain liquid or ſoft; then take all the Cu­curbits, and put all that is in them into one Cucurbit, which lute well with its Alembick, and put it in a Furnace of Aſhes, as is fitting, and put a gentle Fire under, becauſe of the temper of the Glaſs, and becauſe of the Heterogeneous moiſture, which is in the Lyon to be rooted out: And take notice, that muſt be [Page] always done with a gentle Fire, but when the Heterogeneous moiſture is gone over, ſtrengthen the Fire by little and little, and have an Eye continually to the Beak of the Alembick, if a red Liquor begins to go over, but if it does not yet go over, con­tinue the aforeſaid Fire till it doth; but when you ſee the red Li­quor diſtil, change the Receiver forthwith, and lute it well to the Beak of the Alembick, and then ſtrengthen the Fire, and you will have the Blood of the Lyon exceeding red, containing the four Elements, very odoriferous and fragrant (after due putre­faction) keep it therefore in a good Phial well ſtopp'd: Then take the Blood, and put it in a Phial cloſe ſtopp'd to putrefie and digeſt, in hot Dung, changing the Dung every five Days, there to be digeſted for the ſpace of fifteen or ſixteen Days, and this is done, that the Elementary parts may be diſſolved, and be fitter to be divided into the four Elements, and that by diſtillation; being putrify'd fifteen or ſixteen Days, take it out, and put it into a ſit Cucurbit, to be diſtilled with a gentle Fire in Balneo Marioe; but it is enough for the Water to boyl with the Fire, take the Water (diſtilled) and the Faeces, which you find at the bottom of the Cucurbit, keep carefully the Water which you diſtilled, diſtil ſeven times, always reſerving the Faeces which it makes, with the other Faeces reſerved before; and ſo you will have a ſplendid Water, clear and white as Criſtal, and very ponderous, which is ſaid to be the Philoſophers Mercury hidden by all the Philoſophers, and cleanſed and purified from all its ſuperfluities, moſt choice, and moſt pretious; keep it therefore warily and wiſely in a Phial well ſtopp'd: Then take all the Faeces of the Mercury, as I have ſaid, before reſerved, grind them well on a Marble (with the Phlegm of diſtill'd Vinegar) dry them in the Sun, and grind again, from time to time imbibing them with the Water of diſtill'd Vinegar upon the Marble, and drying in the Sun, and repeat the operations of grinding, imbibing, and drying, till all the blackneſs and ſuperfluity is driven out of the Faeces, which you will know thus: If the Faeces be red, or red­diſh, or citrine by the aforeſaid imbibitions and ablutions, then it is well done; but if they be yet black, repeat the contritions, imbibitions, and deſiccations, till you have the ſign aforeſaid, and then keep them▪ Then take a Glaſs Cucurbit, wherein put the aforeſaid Faeces above prepared, with a good quantity of diſtill'd [Page] Vinegar, and ſet it in a Furnace, that is, in Balneo Marioe, put Fire under, and continue it in courſe, till the Faeces aforeſaid be throughly diſſolved by Virtue of the Vinegar and Fire, and being well diſſolved, take the Cucurbit from the Fire, and diſtil them through a Filtre as is fitting, all that Water (diſſolution of the Foeces) being thus diſtilled (filtred) put it in a new Cucurbit, well ſtopp'd; but if any conſiderable part remains in the Filtre to be diſſolved, take that part, and ſet it again upon the Fire, as you did the firſt Faeces, in Balneo Marioe, till it be diſſolved, that you may diſſolve thoſe Faeces which remained with the Vinegar, as you diſſolved the firſt Faeces in Balneo with Vinegar in a Cu­curbit, then diſtil through a Filtre as before, and put it with the other Water diſtill'd before, which you reſerved; then take that new Cucurbit, in which you put the aforeſaid Faeces diſſolved and diſtilled before, and lute it well with its Alembick, ſet it on a Furnace in Balneo, give Fire, and diſtil as is fitting; but have a care that the Faeces be not throughly dryed, but let them be moiſt or liquid: Then take down the Cucurbit from the Fur­nace, put it upon Aſhes ſifted and well preſs'd, and give it a gen­tle Fire for the tempering of the Glaſs, and extracting the He­terogeneous moiſture, which it hath from the Vinegar, and ſee often to the Beak of the Alembick, if a Golden or Ruddy Liquor diſtills, if not, continue the Fire till it does; being diſtilled, pre­ſently change the Glaſs being very clean, and lute it very well to the Beak of the Alembick, then ſtrengthen the Fire, receive the Ruddy Oyl, and thus continue the Fire, till all the Liquor be di­ſtill'd, and ſave the Faeces becauſe they are the Fire, but the Oyl aforeſaid the Philoſophers us'd to call their occult Sulphur; which you muſt rectifie thus: put it again in a Cucurbit, put on an Alembick well luted, then ſet it on a Furnace in Aſhes, ad­miniſter a gentle Fire, till it diſtils, receive the Liquor which di­ſtills in a Bottle well ſtopp'd with the Beak of the Alembick, and the remaining Faeces ſave, becauſe they are the Fire: joyn that Fire with the other Fire reſerv'd, and ſo putrefie by diſtilling it ſeven times, and reſerving the Faeces, it makes, as I ſaid before, and ſo you will have your Air or Sulphur well depurated, clear, bright, and perfectly purified, and of a Gold Colour, &c.
The Blood of the Green Lyon being Fifteen Days putrify'd, Ba­con cohobated Seven times by Balneo, into a clear and ponderous Wa­ter,[Page]which he call'd the Philoſophers Mercury; out of the Foeces left in the rectifications of this Mercury, diſſolved in diſtilled Vine­gar, he made a new Gum, out of which he then diſtilled a Golden Liquor, or ruddy Oyl, which after the Seventh rectification he would have be the Philoſophers Air, or Sulphur well depurated, clear and bright: But Ripley uſed two ways in rectifying the ſtinking Men­ſtruum, or Green Lyon, for either he divided the freſh Blood of the Green Lyon into two parts, diſtilling only one half; the diſtil­led part he called, white Mercury, white Tincture, Virgins­milk, &c. The other remaining part he calls the red Mercury, red Tincture, &c. as it may be ſeen in his Book called Adrop Phil. in the place before alleadged; or putrify'd the whole Menſtruum, the Blood together with the white Fume the ſpace of Fourteen Days, which after that he divided into three Subſtances, a burning Wa­ter, a Water thick and white, and an Oyl, of which at length he made a Vegetable Menſtruum, which is deſcribed by Lully in Poteſtate Divitiarum, and by Ripley (above in Numb. 35.) in his Vade Mecum.
Concerning theſe three Subſtances of the ſtinking Menſtruum, Rip­ley hath theſe following Sayings, in his Book named Terra Terrae Philoſoph. pag. 319. where thus: When therefore you have ex­tracted all the Mercury out of the Gum, know, that in this Mercury are contained three Liquors, whereof the firſt is a burning Aqua vitae, which is extracted by a moſt temperate Balneo: This Water being kindled, flames immediatly, as com­mon Aqua vitae, and is called our attractive Mercury, with which is made a Criſtalline Earth, with all Metallick Calxes alſo, of which I will ſay no more, becauſe in this Operation we want it not: After that there follows another Water thick and white as Milk, in a ſmall quantity, which is the Sperm of our Stone, ſought by many men; for the Sperm is the Origi­nal of men and all living Creatures; whereupon we do not undeſervedly call it our Mercury, becauſe it is found in all things and all places; for without it no man whatſoever lives: and therefore it is ſaid to be in every thing. This Liquor, which now you ought to eſteem moſt dear, is that Mercury, which we call Vegetable, Mineral, and Animal, our Argent vivo, and Virgins-milk, and our permanent Water: VVith this Mercurial Water we waſh away the Original Sin, and pollution of our [Page] Earth, till it becomes white, as Gum, ſoon ſlowing; but after the diſtillation of this aforeſaid VVater, will appear an Oyl by a ſtrong Fire; with this Oyl we take a red Gum, which is our Tincture, and our Sulphur vive, which is otherwiſe called the Soul of Saturn, and Living Gold, our pretious Tincture, and our moſt beloved Gold, of which never man ſpoke ſo plainly; God forgive me therefore, if I have any way offended him, be­ing conſtrained to gratifie your will.
Some great Myſtery of Art is here diſcovered by Ripley, for the revealing of which he fears the diſpleaſure of not only the Adepts, but of God himſelf: Lully, and others have indeed plainly enough declared to their Diſciples, though perhaps it may not appear to us being leſs inſtructed in the matter, what our Green Lyon is, what common Mercury more common to us than common Argent vive, what the Azoquean Vitriol is, and the Menſtruum made thereof; but Rip­ley affirms that no man ever ſpoke ſo plainly of the preſent Secret. The Adepts have indeed in their Practicks deſcribed the uſe of (Philoſophical) Wine without any veyl of Philoſophy; and amongſt them Raymond and Arnold with ſome others have attained to the knowledge of the ſame, but (to uſe Ripley's expreſſion in Medulla) how it might be obtained they ſaid not: Wherefore they being ſilent, Ripley the firſt, and indeed the only man of all, declares to us, that the Key of all the more ſecret Chymy lyes in the Milk and Blood of the Green Lyon, that is, that the ſtinking Menſtruum (or the parts of it, Mercury and Sulphur, Virgins Milk, and the Lyons Blood, white and red Mercury) being fourteen Days digeſted gently, is the white and red Wine of Lully, and other A­depts: Nor was he ſatisfied in declaring this freely to us, but adds Strength and Light to his Words, in making a Vegetable Menſtru­um the Rectify'd Aqua vitae (deſcribed by Lully in Poteſtate Divitiarum, and by us in Numb. 31.) of the ſaid ſtinking and corroſive Menſtruum, by which one only example he was pleaſed to teach us, that all Vegetable Menſtruums may be made of the ſaid ſtinking Menſtruum: Lully's rectify'd Aqua vitae is made by divers Coho­bations upon its own Caput Mortuum: We may if we pleaſe proceed by another way or method: Diſtil the Menſtruum Foetens, being fourteen Days digeſted, and firſt will aſcend the Aqua ardens, then the Phlegm, and in the bottom will remain a Matter thick as melted Pitch, which are the Conſtitutive Principles of all Vegeta­ble Menſtruums.
[Page]
Let us therefore deſiſt from further purſuit of the ſaid Green Lyon, which we have purſued through the Meads and Forreſt of Diana, through the way of (Philoſophical) Saturn, even to the Vineyards of Philoſophy. This moſt pleaſant place is allowed the Diſciples of this Art, to recreate themſelves here, after ſo much Pains and Sweat, dangers of Fortune and Life, excerciſing the work of Women, and the ſports of Children, being content with the moſt red Blood of the Lyon, and eating the white or red Grapes of Diana, the VVine of which being purified, is the moſt ſecret Se­cret, of all the more ſecret Chymy; as being the white or red Wine of Lully, the Nectar of the Ancients, and their only deſire, the pecu­liar refreſhment of the Adopted Sons; but the Heart-breaking, and Stumbling-block of the Scornful and Ignorant.
But before we depart hence, I will preſent you (Paracelſians) with another Diſh, and that not unſavory, which is, that the Virgins-milk, or white Mercury (otherwiſe the white Wine of Lully) extracted out of the Green Lyon is by Paracelſus that Glue of the Eagle, or Green Lyon, ſo carefully ſought for: For Eagle and Green Lyon are to the Adepts Synonyma's of the ſame thing: For thus Ripley before: You will obtain the white Water, which is our white Tincture, our Eagle, our Mercury and Virgins-milk. Conſequently therefore, red Mercury (or the red Wine of Lully) is the Blood of the Red or Green Lyon: For the ſame Ly­on is called ſometimes Green (in his Youthful Eſtate) ſometimes red (in his more grown Eſtate) and therefore the Blood is ſometimes ſaid to be of the Green Lyon, ſometimes of the Red: So Ripley (in the Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 61.) ſaith; Take the Blood of the Red Lyon being moſt Red, as Blood, which is our Mercury, and our Tincture now prepared to be poured up­on its Ferment, that is upon the Calxes of the pureſt Gold: alſo elſewhere; The Blood of the Lyon of a Roſey Colour. But let us hear Paracelſus himſelf.

65. The Green Lyon of Paracelſus. Aurei Velleris Germ. p. 41.
[Page]
TAke diſtill'd Vinegar, wherein diſſolve the Green Lyon, putrefie, filtre the Solution, draw off the Liquor in Bal­neo to an Oylineſs; this Oyl or Reſidue put in a Retort, diſtil away the moiſture in Sand with a gentle Fire: Then increaſe the Fire, and the Green Lyon, being compelled by the ſtrength of the Fire will yield his Glue, or Air; To the Caput mortuum, pour its Phlegm (the moiſture drawn off) putrefie in Dung (or Balneo) and diſtil, as before, and again will aſcend the Spirits; force it ſtrongly, and there will come a tenacious Oyl of a Ci­trine Colour: Upon the Caput mortuum pour again the firſt di­ſtill'd VVater, putrefie, filtre, and diſtil, as before: Laſtly with a moſt ſtrong open Fire, and there will come over a Bloody Oyl, which is otherwiſe called Fire: The remaining Earth re­verberate into whiteneſs, &c.
Hitherto we have had the ſtinking Menſtruums made of Azoquean Vitriol only, yet ſometimes the Adepts have added common Vitriol to it, thus.

66. The ſtinking Menſtruum made of the Gum Adrop, and Common Vitriol of Ripley. Pag. 357. Viatici.
TAke and Grind the Gum made of Sericon with diſtill'd Vinegar, and as much of Vitriol evaporated, and firſt diſtil the VVater with a gentle Fire, then with a ſtrong; receive the Oyl (blood of the Lyon) which ſeparate from the VVater, till you have the pure Oyl by it ſelf.
Sometimes inſtead of common Vitriol, they added common Nitre to the Azoquean Vitriol; thus Lully in Practica Teſtamenti made his ſtinking Menſtruum.

67. The ſtinking Menſtruum made of Azoquean Vitriol, and Nitre of Lully. Cap. 9. Pract. Teſtam. p. 159. Vol. 4. The. Chym.
[Page]
TAke one part of D, (D, ſignifies Azoquean Vitriol, which deſtroys and confounds all that is of the Nature and Being of common Argent vive, pag. 154.) and half a part of C, (C, ſigni­fies Salt Peter or Nitre, pag. 154.) of the ſame Volume) which being very well ground, fifted, and mixed together, put in a Glaſs Cucurbit in a Furnace, and putting on an Alembick, in which the Spirits are by reſolution diſtilled and condenſed; lute the joynts of the Veſſels with linnen Cloath, impaſted and ſteep­ed in luting, made of VVheat-flower, and the whites of Eggs, that the united properties of the three Mercuries, namely, Salt­iſh, Vitriolick, and VVatry, being joyn'd and united together, may be preſerved: And obſerve, that the ſaid Powders put in­to the Cucurbit exceed not the weight of eight Ounces; and to abbreviate the time, put of the like Powder into two other Cu­curbits, according to the weight of eight Ounces in every Cu­curbit, and place them upon little long Furnaces, ſo as I ſhall declare in the Chapter of Furnaces; put not above three Cu­curbits upon one Furnace, for the Fire cannot adminiſter equal heat to more, as the mixtion of Nature requires; and let the ſaid Cucurbits be placed the diſtance of five or ſix Fingers one from another, and let the bottoms of the Cucurbits be luted with Potters Clay mix'd well with hair; put fine Aſhes well ſifted and preſſed the thickneſs of five Fingers under them, and to the Beak of every Alembick put a Glaſs Phial with a long Neck at the end, becauſe the Receiver of thoſe Phials muſt not feel the heat of the Furnace, nor the Water of the Phials flow back, nor the Spirits recede or fly away: Then muſt you provide a good quantity of Saw-duſt, whereof take two parts, and half a part of the husks of Grapes, or the powder of dry Fire, and mix it with the ſaid Saw-duſt, and with this Compoſition fill your Furnace, then light your Fire at both ends, and let it burn; for [Page] you muſt make no other Fire, till you ſee ſix, or ten, or fifteen; or twenty drops of Water diſtil, and when twenty have diſtill'd, make your Fire with ſmall Wood dry, and ſo by little and little make the Fire flame directly to the Matter; and ſee when it di­ſtils, that the Water be clear, and when it is at fifteen Points, and the Water clear, and the fumes ſubtil, continue that Fire equally: And if you ſee it returned from fifteen to twelve Points, or leſs, ſtrengthen the Fire, and continue it according to the Point of its diſtillation, and then thirdly, ſtrengthen your Fire one Point further, and continue it till nothing more diſtills, and then let the Fire go out, ſtop your Furnace, and let the Matter cool; and if the Water be clear, without any diſturbed Colour, or without muddineſs, take and keep it, and ſtop the Phial with warm Wax, that nothing may reſpire, nor the Air enter, becauſe the Spirits which are ſubtil, would preſently be corrupted by the Air. Re­member, when you begin to make the Fire of dry Wood, that your Veſſels muſt be covered with the aforeſaid Paſte, and wrap­ped about with Linnen Cloaths, and the Phials well luted to the Beaks of the Alembicks with the ſame luting, putting a Quill between the Beak of the Alembick and the Phial; for whilſt the Fire operates, the Air will for the moſt part go out and re­ſpire, when it hath not a Receiver to retain it, for it is hot, and the ſubject which retains it, is not able to endure an exceeding heat, and therefore it requires ſome place wherein it may re­ſpire; when therefore you hear it blow, open the Quill-hole for it. O Father! how have you made the practice thus tedious! Son! That you may be acquainted with all things both ſmall and great, and that you may have both a general and particular knowledge of Fires, and other operations, as alſo of all ſorts of luting; becauſe it is not our intention to ſpeak any more of them, there being nothing difficult to the wiſe, circumſpect, and intel­ligent, and that you may hereafter ſay, that the ſtinking Men­ſtruum is at your command, which is a mean thing, by which all Bodies are in a ſhort time converted into their firſt Nature, and it is the pure and proper Original of a wonderful and moſt com­modious thing, but you muſt know how to apprehend it with a clear underſtanding, &c.
The like Menſtruum hath Lully in his Magia Naturalis, which is called

68. The Water calcining all Bodies of Lully Magioe Naturalis. Pag. 359.
[Page]
TAke of the Earth, that is, D. (of Azoquean Vitriol) five Ounces and a half, and of the Water, that is C. (of Salt Peter and Niter) two Ounces and a half, the Sum of which is the weight of eight Ounces, and being all mix'd, grind the Mat­ter fine upon a Marble, then put it in a glaſs Veſſel with an Alembick upon it, and diſtil the whole ſubſtance, firſt making a gentle Fire of Saw-Duſt, taking two parts of it, and one part and a half of Coals ſmall or ground, and a little dry Bran, and light the Fire, and let it kindle of it ſelf, till it begins to diſtil from one Point to twelve (twenty) Points, and then you muſt begin to ſtrengthen the Fire with ſmall Wood, making the Fire of the Flame right under the Matter, and ſo continue the Fire till it be returned to twelve or fifteen Points, or alſo to fewer, and then continue the whole Fire according to the Points of its diſtillation, and after that ſtrengthen the Fire one Point further, and continue it till the Alembick loſeth its Colour, or no more diſtils; then ceaſe, and let it cool, gather the Water, keep it in a hot and moiſt place, and have a care that it reſpires not: And remember to have a Quill in the luting of the Beak of the Alem­bick, and the Neck of the Receiver, that you may ſometimes draw it out, that the Receiver may have vent, for the heat is there ſo quick, that the Veſſel containing the Matter cannot en­dure it, wherefore it is requiſite ſometimes to be opened and ſometimes ſhut: Take notice, that this Water, though made of a contemptible thing, hath the power of converting Bodies into their firſt Matter, which being joyn'd to the Vegetable Virtue is of much perfection, and muſt be put into practice preſently after it is diſtill'd, that the Spirit which is ſubtil and of a ſtrange Nature, may not be loſt by the Air.
The ſame Menſtruum is deſcribed in Lully's Clavicula under this Title,

69. The Stinking Menſtruum for the diſſolution of the Calx of Gold and Silver, in order to the reducing them into Argent vive. Cap. 15. Clav. Pag. 299. Vol. 3. Th. Chym.
[Page]
TAke of Vitriol two Pounds, of Salt Peter one Pound, of Cinabar three Ounces (I do not underſtand by what Error Cinabar has crept in among the other Ingredients of this Menſtru­um, for it is a conſtitutive not of this, but of the following Menſtruum for the diſſolving of the Philoſophers Stone; eſpecially Lully himſelf, in Cap. 20. Claviculae, ſpeaking of the extracting of Mercury from a perfect Body, having made no mention of Cinabar, whereas notwith­ſtanding in the ſame place he gave a Deſcription of this Menſtruum in theſe few Words, ſaying: Put of our ſtinking Menſtrual, made of two parts of red Vitriol, and one of Salt Peter, and let the aforeſaid Menſtruum be firſt diſtilled ſeven times, and well recti­fy'd) let the Vitriol be rubified and pulverized, then put in the Salt Peter and Cinabar, and grind all together, then put the Matter in fit Veſſels well luted to be diſtill'd; let it be diſtill'd firſt with a gentle Fire as the Work requires, and as they know how that have done it: Let this Water be diſtill'd very often, caſting away the Faeces which remain at the bottom of the Cu­curbit, and ſo it will be your beſt diſtilled Menſtruum.
Sometimes they added common Vitriol to the Azoquean Vitriol and Nitre: It is thus done.

70. The Stinking Menſtruum made of Azoquean Vitriol, common Vitriol, and Niter of Ripley. Cap. 1. Pag. 143. Medul. Phil. Chym.
TAke Vitriol made of the ſowreſt Juice of Grapes, with the Fire of Nature and Sericon (Azoquean Vitriol) joyn'd together in one maſs with Natural (common) Vitriol a little dry­ed, together with the Sol Niter, and out of theſe diſtil a Water, which will firſt be weak and phlegmatick, not colouring the Veſſel, which throw away: Then will aſcend a white Fume, [Page] which will make the Veſſel look like Milk, which muſt be ga­thered, till it ceaſeth, and the Veſſel is returned to its former colour: For that Water is the Stinking Menſtruum, wherein is our Quinteſſence, that is, the white Fume, which is called the Fire againſt Nature, without which our Natural Fire could not ſubſiſt, whereof we will ſay more in its proper place: And theſe, namely, the Mineral and Vegetable Water, being mix'd toge­ther, and made one Water, do operate contraries, which is a thing to be admired; for this one diſſolves and congeals, moi­ſteneth and dryeth, putrefies and purifies, diſſipates and joyns, ſeparates and compounds, mortifies and vivifies, deſtroyeth and reſtoreth, attenuates and inſpiſſates, makes black and white, burneth and cooleth, begins and ends. Theſe are the two Dragons fighting in the Gulf of Sathalia, this is the white and red Fume, whereof one will devour the other: And here the diſſolving Veſſels are not to be luted, but onely ſtopp'd ſlightly with a Linnen Cloth and Maſtick, or common Wax: For this Water is a Fire and a Bath within the Veſſel, and not without, which, if it feels any other ſtrong Fire, will be preſently ele­vated to the top of the Veſſel, and if it finds no reſt there, the Veſſel will be broken, and ſo the compoſition will be left fruſtrated. So much as this compounded Water diſſolves, ſo much it congeals and elevates (is congealed and elevated) into a glorious Earth: And ſo it is the ſecret diſſolution of our Stone, which is alwayes done with the congelation of its own Water: And becauſe this Fire of Nature is added to the Water againſt Nature, ſo much therefore as it loſt of its Form by the Fire a­gainſt Nature, ſo much it recovers by the Water of Nature, that our work by the Fire againſt Nature, may not be deſtroyed or annihilated.

From the Receipts we obſerve.
1. That the Menſtruums of this kind, being made of the very matter of Philoſophical Wine, or Philoſophical Grapes, are the firſt of all other Menſtruums, either Mineral or Vegetable.
2. That the milky Liquor or Spirit, Virgins Milk, white Mercury, the White Wine of Lully, and the Glew of the Green Lyon, called by Paracelſus the Glew of the Eagle, are terms [Page]ſynonymous; and that the Red Liquor, Blood of the Green Lyon, Red Mercury, the Philoſophers Sulphur, and the Red Wine of Lully, otherwiſe by Paracelſus, the Blood of the Red Lyon, are likewiſe Synonyma's.
3. That the acid Mineral Menſtruums, are by digeſtion or fur­ther elaboration, tranſmuted either into a ſimple Vegetable Men­ſtruum, or into the Heaven or Spirit of Philoſophical Wine.
4. That theſe acid Menſtruums are to be diſtilled with very great caution, by reaſon of the exceſſive efferveſcence of the Azoque­an Vitriol, or rather Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, which is in this Vitriol cauſed by the Acids.
5. That Mineral Menſtruums are the Heaven, or Eſſence of Philoſophical Wine diſſolved in an Acid, ſo that having acquired this Spirit, you may make them ex tempore by ſimple diſſolution.
6. That the Menſtruums even now prepared, are preſently to be uſed, leſt they periſh.
7. That Menſtruums are by diſſolving Bodies coagulated.
8. That Metallick Bodies are by theſe Menſtruums reduced in­to running Mercury.
9. That theſe are called Stinking Menſtruums, becauſe of their ſtinking ſmell. By the ſmell alone we eaſily diſtinguiſh theſe from thoſe fragrant Menſtruums called Vegetable. Thus the unſavoury ſmell of the Menſtruum it ſelf proves that Morienus uſed the Stinking Menſtruum. What is the ſmell of it, ſaith King Calid, by way of Queſtion, before and after the making of it? Morienus anſwereth, Before it is made, the ſent of it is ſtrong and unſa­voury; but after the preparation of it, it has a good ſent, ac­cording to that which the wiſe man ſaith: This Water reſem­bles the unpleaſant ſmell of a Body dead, and void of life; for the ſmell of it is ill, and not unlike to the ſmell of Graves: He that can whiten the Soul, and cauſe it to aſcend again, and keep the Body well, and take away all obſcurity from it, and extract the ill ſavour out of it, will be able to infuſe it into the Body, and in the hour of conjunction exceeding Miracles will appear, Morien. de Tranſ. Metal. p. 33. Geber alſo acknowledgeth himſelf to have operated with a mineral Menſtruum, Cap. 25. Sum­moe perfect. The firſt natural Principles, ſaith he, out of which Metals are procreated, are the Stinking Spirit, that is, Sulphur, and Water Vive, which alſo we allow to be called dry Water. [Page] And in another Place at the end of his Book de Inveſtigat. he goes on; We do by plain and open proof conclude our Stone to be nothing elſe but a Stinking Spirit, and living Water, which we alſo call dry Water, being cleanſed by natural decoction and true proportion with ſuch an Union, that nothing can be ad­ded or taken from it, to which a third thing ought to be added for the abbreviation of the Work, that is, a perfect Body attenuated.
10. That Adrop, the Name of the Matter of theſe Menſtruums, ſignifies the Philoſophers Saturn, or Lead. The firſt Matter of this leprous Body, ſaith Ripley, is a viſcous Water inſpiſſated in the Bowels of the Earth. The great Elixir for the Red and for the White, ſaith Vincentius, is made of this Body, whoſe Name is Adrop, otherwiſe called Philoſophical Lead, pag. 132. Medul. Phil. Chym.
Our Stone, ſaith Arnold, in Speculo Alchym. is called Adrop, which is in Latine Saturnus, in Engliſh Lead, and according to the Trojans Dragon or Topum, that is, Poyſon, Septima Diſpoſ. Speculi, pag. 596. Vol. 4. Theatr. Chym. I have ſhewed that the Philoſophers gave it divers Names, becauſe of the diverſity of Colours; but as to their Intention, they had one peculiar Name, that is, Roman Gold, or Adrop, or Stone above all the Stones of this world, Quarta diſpoſitio Speculi, pag. 594. of the ſame Vo­lume. Laton and Azoth are together, and never aſunder, but remain always joyned together, but becauſe of the diverſity of Colours, the Philoſophers call'd them by many Names; and as the Colours are varied and changed, they impoſed ſo many Names; becauſe Azoth among the Indians is Gold; among the Hermians Silver; among the Alexandrians and Macedonians Iron; with the Greeks Mercury; with the Hebrews Tin; with the Tartars Braſs; with the Arabians Saturn; and among the Latines, and eſpecially among the Romans Ognividon, (by an Anagram Dono G vini, G ſignifying Philoſophical Mercury, or Sulphur aqueum;) But that none may err, I ſay it hath one proper Name, and is commonly called by men; and every one knows the Stone, Tertia diſpoſ. Specul. p. 593. of the ſame Vo­lume.
Some of the Adepts write not Adrop, but Atrop; by which Name they have been pleas'd to ſignifie the Matter of theſe Men­ſtruums to be as it were the Gate of all the moſt ſecret Chymy: [Page]for Atrop, by the inverſion of the Letters is read Porta, a Gate: Thus Robertus Valenſis in Gloria Mundi, pag. 305. That you may attain (ſaith he) to the true foundation, I will once again repeat it to you, and call it the firſt Hyle, that is, the beginning of all things; it is alſo called the only Holy; appre­hend what Elements are in it by thoſe which are repugnant; the Stone of the Philoſophers, of the Sun, of Metals, the fugi­tive Servant, the airy Stone, the Thernian Stone, Magneſia, or the corporal Stone, Marcaſite, the Stone of Sal Gemmoe, the Stone of Children, the golden Stone, the Original of worldly things, Xelis, alſo by inverſion Silex, a Flint, Xidar, by the ſame inverſion Radix, Atrop, by inverſion, Porta, a Gate; and it hath alſo as many other Names, yet is but one only thing.
To Robertus Lully ſeems to incline, who has been pleaſed to call every alteration of the Azoquean Vitriol, or Matter of the Men­ſtruums of this Kind, the firſt Porta or Gate of the Work; thus he call'd the diſſolution of the Matter the firſt Gate. In our whole Magiſtery, ſaith he, there are three principal Spirits neceſſary, which cannot without the conſummation of their reſolution be manifeſted, and they are otherwiſe called, three Argent vives. And becauſe Reſolution is ſo often uſed for the Firſt Gate of our Magiſtery which we will declare; the ſaid Reſo­lution is divided into three principal parts: The firſt is Corpo­ral, and is called in the Latine Tongue Recfage (that is, Ana­grammatically ſacere G; but by G, he means Sulphur aqueum, Cap. 5. The. Teſt. pag. 115. Vol. 4. Theat. Chym. or our Mercury, Cap. 20. Pract. Teſt. pag. 170. of the ſame Volume.) The ſecond is ſpiritual, and called Agazoph. The third is ſpiritual and cor­poral, and called Ʋbridrugat. &c.
When the Matter in the Reſolution of it appears black, this Black­neſs (for which ſome have call'd it Lead) he would have to be a ſign of the firſt Gate. In the firſt Reſolution, ſaith he, lies all the danger, and therefore I give you notice, that you muſt have the Sulphurs of ſimple Argent vives deſtroyed by heat, in ſuch manner and form, as that their active property may not be expelled by extraneous heat, and that it may not be ſepa­rated from its moiſt Subject, which appears wholly black, full of a noble Spirit: That Blackneſs demonſtrates the ſign of the firſt Gate leading into our Magiſtery, and without it can no­thing [Page] be done, becauſe it is the Fire of Nature, which is to create the Stone, and which cannot be manifeſted without the corruption of its Body, Cap. 28. Theor. Teſt. pag. 51. Vol. 4. Th. Chym.
Laſtly, He calls the Deſtillation of this Matter the firſt Gate alſo. The way of preparing the Stony, and fermentable Spi­rit is, to take the Juice of Lunary, and extract the ſweat of it with a ſmall and gentle fire, and you will have in your power one of our Argent vives in Liquor, in the form of a white water, which is the ablution and purgation of our Stone, and its whole Nature: And that is one of the moſt principal Secrets, and is the firſt Gate, as you may underſtand by the Reaſons aforeſaid, &c. Cap. 9. Theor. Teſt. pag. 21. of the ſame Volume,
Being perſwaded by theſe and the like Quotations, I may affirm, that Atrop is to be written rather than Adrop, becauſe beſides the Blackneſs or Philoſophical Lead, Atrop ſignifies the beginning or firſt Gate of the Work.
11. That in the Adeptical Chymy are many Green Lyons, to be neceſſarily diſtinguiſhed one from another.
By the firſt the Adepts meant the Coeleſtial Sun, governing the whole World.
The ſecond is Argent vive, more common to us than common Ar­gent vive.
The third is called Argent vive diſſolved into a Green Colour.
The fourth is Adrop, Azoquean Vitriol, Philoſophers Lead, &c.
A fifth is the Stinking Menſtruum, otherwiſe called the Blood of the Green Lyon.
A ſixth is the Green Lyon of Fools, Roman Vitriol, Verdi­greece, &c.
The ſeventh is extraordinary, namely, common Mercury ſublimed.
12. That there are alſo many Saturns.
The firſt is common Lead, the impureſt of Metals, and conſequently the moſt remote of all in our Art; which to prove by the Sentiments of the Adepts is a thing ſuperfluous, finding almoſt every where amongſt the Adepts a ſolemn caution for us to beware of this devour­er of Metals and Minerals, Saturn. Have a care, ſaith Ripley, (to bring one Witneſs for all) of operating with Saturn, becauſe it is commonly ſaid, Eat not of the Son, whoſe Mother is defiled, and believe me, many Men err in Saturn. Hear what Avicenne [Page] ſaith, Saturn will be always Saturn, yea operate not with the Earth of (Philoſophical) Saturn, which the Spirit of it has deſpiſed, and left for the worſt Sulphur, &c. Cap. 2. Philorcii. pag. 188.
The ſecond is Adrop, or Azoquean Vitriol, whereof before.
A third is the firſt Colour or blackneſs of the firſt Work; of which lower.
The fourth is Copper, the firſt of Metals; of which Arnold in Spe­culo Alchym. diſp. 8. Pag. 605. Volum. 4. Theat. Chym. thus: There were, ſaith he, Philoſophers that placed our Science in the ſeven Planets; and our firſt Planet is called Venus, the ſecond Saturn, the third Mercury, the fourth Mars, the fifth Jupiter, the ſixth Luna, the ſeventh Sol: The Generation of Copper hath the firſt place after (the univerſal) Mercury, ſaith Baſilius, Libro de rebus nat. & ſupernat. Cap. 4. Of all thoſe things, ſaith Paracel­ſus, which proceed from Salts, there is none more nearly allyed to the Mineral Virtue, than Vitriol; the reaſon is, becauſe Salts are Minerals, and all Minerals lie in one Maſs and Ares. Now Vitriol in the ſeparation of Minerals, is the laſt thing, to which is immediately ſubſequent the generation of Metals, whereof Venus is the firſt, Lib. 4. Philoſ. de Element Aquoe, pag. 279. And a little after he ſaith, The Marcaſites and Cachymys being thus ſeparated from the firſt Matter of Metals, then fol­lows the firſt Generation, which is of Venus, &c. Beſides, by the ſeparation, whereby the nature of the Marcaſites and Ca­chymys are expelled, the generations of Copper do immediately concur, imprint themſelves, and are coagulated together, be­cauſe it is the firſt Metal after the ſeparation of the Marcaſites and Cachymys. in the ſame Book, pag. 281.
The Vitriol of Venus being the firſt of all things added or joyned to the Vegetable Mercury in the making of Adrop, is called by Lully the firſt Male. This Fire, ſaith he, is that Property of the Mercury, which you muſt endeavour to preſerve from burn­ing, being the Tincture of Vitriol, with which (the Vegetable) Mercury ought to be ſublimed, becauſe it is the firſt Male of it, and is the augmentation of our Tincture, which is a great addi­tion in virtue and power, when it is joyned with the Tincture of Sol; for if you know how to extract the Property of Mer­cury from Vitriol and Salt, and make them friendly by con­junction, which is done by gentle ſublimations, you will know [Page] one of the greateſt Secrets of Nature, and the true principal perfection. Codicil. cap. 92. pag. 202. So in many places of his The­oriae Teſtamenti majoris, he means Vitriol by his Male; in theſe eſpecially: The Fire of our Male, pag. 50. The Virtue of the Male, pag. 94. The Virtue of the Sperm of the Male, pag. 108. The Heat of the Male, pag. 72. The Female (Venus) is in this caſe the Male, and is not ſo hot as the true (ſecond) Male, Gold, Pag. 73. Vol. 4. Theat. Chym. This Male alſo Eſpanietus men­tioneth in the making of his Menſtruum. Take, ſaith he, the winged Virgin compleatly waſhed and cleanſed, impregnated with the ſpiritual Seed of the firſt Male, &c. Sect. 58. Arcani Hermet. Phil.
Paracelſus, the better to expreſs the Maſculine Nature of Ve­nus, calls it Metallus, a Noun of the Maſculine Gender, as Me­tallus primus. Take, ſaith he, the Coralline Liquor, I mean that which is very diaphanous, to which add a fifth part of the Vitriol of Venus, digeſt them in Balneo for a month; for by this means the Wine of the firſt Metal ſeparates it ſelf aloft, but the feculent part of (this) Wine, the Vitriol of Venus re­tains (he means the reſidue left in the extraction of Vitriol) and ſo that firſt Metal (Metallus primus) is made a perſpicuous, di­aphanous, and truly red Wine, &c. Cap. 12. Lib. 3. De Vita longa, Pag. 65. As the Adepts call'd Venus the firſt Metal (Me­tallus primus) in the Maſculine Gender, ſo alſo they changed Sa­turnus (Saturn) a Noun of the Maſculine Gender, into Saturna, a Noun of the Feminine Gender, to ſignifie not common Lead, but Venus, being a Feminine Noun, of Copper. I have, ſaith Ripley, a dear and beloved Daughter, named Saturna, from which Daughter are both the white and red Elixirs aſſuredly procrea­ted; if therefore you deſire this Science, you muſt extract a clear water from her, &c.
Sometimes to deſcribe by Saturn, not only Venus, but alſo the Philoſophical preparation of Copper (that is, to be performed by a Vegetable Menſtruum) they made it a Vegetable or Herb, that ſo they might diſtinguiſh that which was, from that which was not prepared; Thus Flamel in his Summary: Some unskilful men, and unlearneſt Chymiſts take common Gold, Silver, and Mer­cury, and handle them ſo ill, till they vaniſh away by fume, and thereby endeavour to make the Philoſophers Mercury; but [Page] they do not attain to that, which is the firſt Matter and true Myne of the Stone: But if they would attain to that, and reap any good, they muſt betake themſelves to the ſeventh Moun­tain, where there is no Plain, and from the top downward be­hold the other ſix, which they will ſee at great diſtance. At the top of this Mountain you will find a triumphant Royal Herb, which ſome Philoſophers call a Mineral, ſome a Vege­table, and if pure and clean Broth be made thereof, the better part of the work will be hereby accompliſhed, and this right and ſubtil Philoſophical Mercury muſt you take. This Place is thus read in Chortalaſſaeus, pag. 313. Vol. 6. Theat. Chym. Aſcend therefore the Mountain, that you may ſee the Vegetable, Sa­turnine, Plumbeous and Royal, likewiſe alſo Mineral Root, or Herb, take only the Juice of it, and throw away the Husks.


The Fourteenth KIND. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of the acid or ſaline Eſſences of Salts.
[Page]
71. The Water or Oyl of Salt of Paracelſus. Cap. 3. Lib. 10. Arch. Pag. 38.
THough there be many ways of extracting the primum Ens of Salt, yet this (method of making Salt circulated, the Circulatum minus of Salt, the diſſolving Water, the Water or Spirit of Salt circulated, deſcribed above in Numb. 27.) is moſt commodious, and expeditious, and after this is that other way, which we mentioned ſpeaking of the Elixir of Salt, namely, that new Salt being mix'd well with the diſſolving Wa­ter, which is the diſtilled Spirit of Salt (circulated) muſt be pu­trefied, and ſo long diſtilled, till the whole ſubſtance of the Salt is diſſolved, and reduced into a perpetual oleoſity, the Body of Phlegm being drawn neatly from it. This way is alſo taught the preparation of the Arcanum or Magiſtery of Vitriol and Tartar, as of all other Salts.
Annotations.
WE take notice that the Menſtruums of the antecedent Kind are made of the unctuous Matter of Philoſophical Wine, purged, diſſolved, and volatilized with an acid; in the preſent we ſhall obſerve the contrary, namely, that the acid or ſaline Eſſences of Salts made with the unctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, are Menſtruums of this fourteenth Kind. Paracelſus in the preſcribed Receipt reduced Salts by cohobation alone, with the Water of Salt [Page]circulated into a liquid ſubſtance or Oyl, but the Oyl made of common Salt, by the method aforeſaid, he commends before the reſt to his Diſ­ciples, for the extractions of Metallick Bodies. Certainly, ſaith he, there cannot be a more Noble and better way, than by the Wa­ter or Oyl of Salt, prepared as we have clearly deſcribed in Al­chymia (and in Libris Chyrurgicis.) For this Water fundamen­tally and radically extracts out of all Metallick Bodies their Na­tural Liquor or Sulphur, and a moſt excellent Crocus as well for Medicinal as Chymical Operations: It reſolves and breaks any Metal whatſoever, converting it out of its own Metallick Nature into another, according to the various intention and induſtry of the Operator. Manuale de Lap. Phil. pag. 139.
It will therefore be worth while to explain the way of making this Oyl of Salt more clearly to you: Firſt for the illuſtration of the Re­ceipt we will propoſe the Deſcription of the Oyl of Salt alleadged by the Author himſelf, in the eighth Book of his Archidoxes, which in the Elixir of Salt, Pag. 31. we read thus: Take Salt accurately prepared moſt white, and moſt pure; put it into a Pellican with ſuch a quantity of the diſſolving Water, as to exceed the weight of it ſix times: Digeſt them in Horſe-Dung together the ſpace of a Month, then ſeparate the diſſolving Water by di­ſtillation, pour it again to it, and ſeparate as before, and that ſo oft, till the Salt is converted into Oyl.
By comparing the Receipts it appears, that Sea-Salt newly made is not to be underſtood by new Salt, but the ſame exquiſitely purify­ed: Then it is clear, that the weight of the Water of the circulated Salt omitted in the Receipt of the tenth Book, ought to be ſo deter­mined, as to be ſix times more than the weight of the Salt: More­over, the time and place of putrefaction omitted in the former proceſs are deſcribed in the other, that is, to be digeſted a Month in Horſe-Dung: Beſides it is from the Receipts obſerved, that all the Salt is not converted into Oyl, the Body of the Salt being drawn as a Phlegm from the Eſſence. Laſtly, that the Oyls of Vitriol and Tartar may be alſo made by the ſame method.
The Receipts being thus compared, are not only without all obſcuri­ty, but do by the exuberance of their Light give Light alſo to other Proceſſes, being otherwiſe leſs intelligible. So this Oyl of Salt, as the Eſſence or primum Ens of Salt explains that more obſcure Deſcri­ption of the Eſſence of Salts, given in Libro 4. Archid. Pag. 14. Take [Page] Salts, and calcine them throughly; if they be Volatile, burn (ſublime) them, after that reſolve them into a tenuity (per deli­quium) and diſtil them into a Water (through a Filter.) This Water putrefy (not by it ſelf, but as the Diſciples of the Art ought to underſtand and know, with the Water of Salt circulated) for a Month, and diſtil by Balneo, and a ſweet Water will aſcend (the Body of the Salt by the way of a Phlegm) which caſt away: That which will not aſcend, digeſt again (with new diſſolving Water) another Month, and diſtil as before, and that ſo oft, till no more ſweetneſs is perceived. By this way you have now the Quin­teſſence of Salt in the bottom, (like an Oyl) ſcarce two Ounces out of a Pound of the burned or calcined Salt. One Ounce of this Salt thus extracted, if common, ſeaſoneth Meat more than half a Pound of another; for the Quinteſſence of it remains only, and the Body is drawn from it by liquid ſolution. This way is the Quinteſſence of all Salts ſeparated.
This Proceſs being thus enlightned by the rayes of the antecedent, reflects no ſmall Light upon the ſaid Receipts, namely, that ſcarce two Ounces are acquired from one Pound of the Salts.
In Clavi Archidoxorum, Lib. 10. Pag. 37. Paracelſus has de­ſcribed the Eſſences of Salts in theſe Words: The way of extract­ing the Quinteſſence of Salts, as Vitriol, Salt, Nitre, Tartar, &c. is this: Cohobate with its own Liquor or Water very often, pu­trify with the Phlegm, and then draw off the Body in the form of Phlegm even to the fixed Spirit: This Spirit diſſolve in its own Water, and by a ſtrong heat ſeparate the pure from the impure with the Spirit of Wine. This Deſcription is moſt obſcure, but made clearer by thoſe aforeſaid. The meaning of Paracelſus is this: He putrefies the Salts, and cohobates them ſo often with their own Liquors or Waters, that is, with their own Circulatums; common Salt with common Salt circulated; Nitre with Nitre circu­lated; Vitriol with the Water of Vitriol circulated; Alume with the Water of Alume circulated, the diſſolving Water of Alume, the Circulatum minus of Alume, &c. till they remain at the bottom in the form of an Oyl, which Oyl being either acid or ſaline, eaſily makes an efferveſcence with the unctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine or its own Circulatum, and in this heat lets fall ſome of its impurities, and ſo becomes purer, which thing is confirmed by the Deſcription it ſelf of the Water of Salt circulated, where he putrefies Salt, being [Page]melted and reſolved per deliquium, with the Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine, cohobates, and draws it to an Oleity: Joyn it, ſaith he, with the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine, and the impure will fall to the bottom, which ſeparate, but let the pure be Criſtallized in a cold place, pour the diſtillation to it again, and cohobate ſo oft, till a fixed Oyl remains at the bottom, and nothing ſweet will more diſtill.
Moreover, this Oyl of Salt as a Menſtruum, makes his Proceſs in Chyrurgia intelligible, which otherwiſe could not be underſtood.

72. The Water of Salt by another Deſcri­ption of Paracelſus. Cap. 2. Tract. 3. part. 2. Chyr. major. Pag. 66.
TAke Salt without any addition of Art being moſt white by Nature it ſelf (Sal Gemmoe) which muſt be divers times melted, then being reduced into a moſt fine Powder mixt with the Juice of Raphanus, ſtir them together; after reſolution diſtil, diſtil the diſtillation with an equal quantity of the Juice of San­guinea five times more: In this Water are Plates of Sol, being purged by Antimony, eaſily reſolved into Powder; this Powder being thus prepared muſt be waſhed with ſweet Water diſtilled, till it hath no taſte of Salt, for the Salt not entring into the ſub­ſtance of it, is eaſily waſhed away.
In this Proceſs Sal Gemmae being fuſed by the method of the Wa­ter of Salt circulated, is diſſolved in the Juice of Raphanus, evapo­rated and reſolved per deliquium, then ſix times diſtilled with an equal proportion of the Juice of Sanguinea. In the antecedent De­ſcription of this Oyl of Salt, this fuſion of the Salt, diſſolution in the Juice of Raphanus, and reſolution per deliquium is not neceſſary, be­cauſe the Water of Salt Circulated is ſufficient of it ſelf to ſeparate the Eſſence of Salt from its Phlegm: But where we uſe the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine in making the Water of Salt circulated, without the ſaid previous preparation of the Salt, we ſhould have the Work too tedious: In the mean time both Proceſſes agree in weight of Menſtruum, for it is all one, whether the Salt be cohobated into an Oyl with ſix times as much of the diſſolving Water, or diſtilled ſix times with the Juice of Sanguinea in equal weight. One thing that [Page] mades the latter Proceſs inexplicable, is the unknown Juice of San­guinea, but however it is evident by what hath been ſaid, that either the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or the Water of Salt circulated ſupplies its place. Baſilius indeed reſolved common Salt with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine not into an Oyl; but reduced into it a Green Stone thus:
Viride Salis of Baſilius. In ſupplemento Libri de concluſion.
TAke common Salt, calcine it well, yet without fuſion, re­duce it to a Powder, reſolve per deliquium in a Cellar, or in Raphanus made hollow, then diſtil in Sand with a quick Fire, and a Water will aſcend, the reſidue in the bottom pulverize, and diſſolve it in its diſtilled Water, and diſtil again; this repeat till all the Salt has aſcended, which will be in the fourth or fifth time: Draw off the Phlegm from the diſtilled Water in Balneo, the remainder put into a Cellar in cold Water, and you will have Criſtals, which take out, and diſſolve in the Phlegm; then draw off one half, and you will find new Criſtals, repeat the Opera­tion four times or more, for the oftner, the more fuſible will be the Criſtals, which being dryed and pulverized on a Marble, pour to them the rectify'd Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine, which cohobate from the Salt ſo oft, till you perceive the Oyl of Salt coagulated into a Green tranſparent Stone, which reſerve.
Paracelſus in his Receipts appointed the calcination of Salt to be done by the fuſion of it; but in this Proceſs Baſilius prohibits this liquefaction of Salt, wherefore we conclude it to be little eſſential in the ſaid depuration of Salt, nor do we think it ſo neceſſary, for the Salt being reſolved per deliquium to be diſtilled, thereby to be made a fuſible Salt; Paracelſus having taught how to make the ſame Oyl out of fuſed Salt, which Oyl Paracelſus himſelf, beſides Baſilius, in many places affirms to be of a Green Colour. Thus we read of the Green Oyl of Salt: Libro de male curatis, Pag. 170. Chyr. Ma­joris. Of the Greens of Salt, Libro. 4. de Gradibus, Pag. 154.

From the Receipts we obſerve,
[Page]
1. That theſe Menſtruums are the Eſſences of Salts not tinging.
2. That the Oyls or Eſſences of tinging Salts, as Vitriol, &c. may alſo be made by the ſame method, and do appertain not to this, but to another Kind.
3. That theſe Menſtruums are by further digeſtion or cohobation made ſweet, and tranſmuted into volatile Arcanums, leſs Circula­tums, or Simple Vegetable Menſtruums of the Fifth Kind.
4. That theſe Menſtruums do diſſolve Metals into Powder for the extraction of the Crocus or Sulphur of Metals and Minerals: The way we will borrow from Ripley in the Ʋſe of Stinking Men­ſtruums.
Let us, ſaith he, proceed, Pag. 145. Medul. Phil. Chym. to practiſe upon the Calx of a (Metallick) Body duly calcined: The Body therefore being prepared, pour upon it ſo much of this compounded water (in Numb. 70.) as to cover it half an inch, and it will preſently boil upon the Calxes of the Body without any external heat, diſſolving the Body, and elevating it in the form of Ice, together with the exficcation of it ſelf, which muſt be taken away by the hand of the Operator: And the remaining Calxes being well dried again by Fire, put ſo much water to them as before, and proceed in all things as before, continuing the ſame way of operating, till all the Calxes be well diſſolved: which ſubſtance being well diſſolved, neatly ſeparated, and pulverized, muſt be put into a good quan­tity of the rectify'd water of the Fire of Nature (Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) that in that Veſſel well ſtopp'd it may by the adminiſtration of external heat, together with the excita­tion of internal heat, be diſſolved into an Oyl, which will ſoon be done, &c. When the Menſtruum (of Sericon, in Numb. 63.) is poured upon the aforeſaid Calxes (of Metals) it begins to boyl up; and if the Veſſel be well ſtopp'd, it will not leave working, though no external Fire be adminiſtred to it, till it be dried into the Calx; wherefore you muſt not put a greater quantity of it than juſt to cover the Calxes. In the ſame place, pag. 171. For in this Operation the leſs of the Spirit, and the [Page]more of the Body is put, the better and ſooner will be the diſ­ſolution, which is made by the congelation of the Water. You muſt have a care therefore, as it is ſaid in the Roſary, that the Belly be not too moiſt, becauſe then the Matter would not receive drineſs: And this way muſt be obſerved, till all the water be dried up. The ſame Place, pag. 161.
5. That all the ſharpneſs of this Metallick Powder may be waſh'd away with ſweet water. That the Menſtruums of the Adepts are permanent, is manifeſt by the ways of making them; but more clearly by the Ʋſe of them in the Receipts of the following Books: However Paracelſus ſeeming to have appointed the contrary by the preſent ablution of the Menſtruum, leſt therefore you ſhould fall into the greateſt and moſt dangerous Errour of all the Adeptical Chymy, we thought good to communicate to you an Obſervation or two about the permanence of Menſtruums.
Firſt, That Aqua ardens, the Philoſophical that is, is by dige­ſtion or circulation divided into Phlegm and Oyl ſwimming upon it, as you obſerved in making the Eſſence or Spirit of Philoſophical Wine. You have taken alſo notice that the ſame Aqua ardens, or ſame Oyl made of it, is further concentrated, and rejects the re­maining Phlegm, but that it ſelf as a meer Oleoſum, remains with the inanimated Earths ſo called, in the Preparations as well of Ve­getable, as Mineral Sal-Harmoniacks: For it is impoſſible for the ſaid Phlegm being the vehicle of the unctuous Spirit to abide with things diſſolved, much leſs be fixed with them, they being ſo con­trary to it: wherefore the permanence of Menſtruums, but rather of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine is eaſie to be underſtood, namely, as theſe Menſtruums are unctuous mixed with dry things, not in the leaſt diluted in their aquoſities, which do all ſeparate themſelves as uſeleſs in fixation. Examples you will have in Lib. 2. De Aſtris & Arcanis, and often in Lib. 3. of Philoſophical Tinctures.
Secondly, Theſe Menſtruums do not preſently, or at the firſt time abide with their diſſolutions: For ſometimes, nay more than often, we are forced to pour on and cohabate before any part of it will continue with the diſſolved Body, whereas in the mean time the reſt aſcends unaltered.
Thirdly, Nor do the Menſtruums perſiſt with all things pro­miſcuouſly, but are united only to things homogeneous to them, which [Page] in reaſon they ſhould remain with. Thus the Simple Vegetable Menſtruums do continue with Eſſences, but not with their relin­quiſhed white Bodies; whereas the Compounded Vegetable Menſtruums being ſutable to theſe Bodies, do diſſolve them wholly in the making of Magiſteries.
Fourthly, Yea though every Menſtruum is either an Eſſence, or a Magiſtery, and one Eſſence prepares another, eaſily entring and mixing themſelves radically one with another, yet ſo long as they are of different kinds or degrees, are they both ſeparable again, nor do they continue; till one being newly extracted, is raiſed to the ſame degree as the other, then do they flow together at length into a mixture not to be ſeparated by Art or Nature.
Fifthly, As to theſe Mineral Menſtruums, you have obſer­ved, that the Acidity of them admits of the ſame rea­ſon with the Phlegm or Aquofity of the Vegetable Menſtruums, ſo far as it is moiſt, and therefore to be ſeparated in the fixations of things: But as it conſiſts of the dry Particles of Mineral Salts, (but Salts they are dry things diſſolved in Acids) it will fall un­der two ſeveral Conſiderations.
In the firſt, the Acidity of the Menſtruum being perhaps in greater plenty than is neceſſary, or ſticking about the ſuperficies of the thing diſſolved, is eaſily waſhed away with common Water.
But in the ſecond, the ſame Acidity being more artificially mixt, and abſorbed by the Aridity of the thing diſſolved, is made the cauſe of venenoſity, and now cannot be altered but by Vegetable Menſtruums tranſmuting it. Paracelſus commands the waſh­ing not of the Oyl of Salt, but the ſharpneſs of the Salt, which penetrates not into the ſubſtance of the Metal, and is eaſily waſhed away, but the Ʋnctuoſity of the Salt being throughly mixed with the unctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine; and now united to the Ʋnctuoſity of the Metal, common Water cannot touch nor ſeparate. But an Acid received into the bowels of an Arid, he corrects again with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, that it may not become the cauſe of venenoſity: Yet there is a place in Paracelſus, where he ſeems to have eſtabliſhed a particular Decree againſt the perma­nence of Menſtruums. Many ſeveral ways, ſaith he, Lib. 4. Archid. de Eſſentia, pag. 12. are found, whereby the Quinteſ­ſence may be extracted, viz. by Sublimation, Calcination, by Aqua fortiſſes, by Corroſives, by Sweet, by Sowr, &c. It may [Page]be done which way you pleaſe: Where this is withal to be obſerved, that every thing added by way of mixture, to the Quinteſſence, for the neceſſity of extraction, muſt be again taken away, and ſo the Quinteſſence remain alone, not mix'd, or polluted with any other Matters: For the Quinteſſence can­not be extracted from Metals, eſpecially Gold, which cannot be ſubdued by it ſelf alone; but ſome fit Corroſive muſt be made Uſe of, which may afterwards be ſeparated from it again; ſo Salt (diſſolved) in water, is drawn again from the water left void of Salt: Whereas notwithſtanding it muſt be conſi­dered, that every Corroſive is not fit for this purpoſe, becauſe they cannot all be ſeparated: For if Vitriol or Alume be mix'd with water, neither can be ſeparated from it again without detriment or corruption, but will leave ſome ſharpneſs behind them, becauſe they are both watry; and two likes concur to­gether, which ought not to be in this place: Wherefore it is to be adviſed, not to put watry to watry, or oyley to oyley, nor reſiny to reſiny, but a thing contrary muſt ſeparate the Quin­teſſence, and extract it, as waters extract the Quinteſſences of things oleaginous, and the oleaginous the Quinteſſences of wa­try things, as we may learn by the Quinteſſences of Herbs: The Corroſives therefore are to be ſeparated again after the ſeparation and extraction of the Quinteſſence, which may eaſily be done; for oyl and water are ſeparated with eaſe; but oyl cannot be drawn from oyl, nor water likewiſe from water without mixing, which being leſt, would indeed infer very great detriment to the Quinteſſence: For a Quinteſſence ought to be clear and pure without any mixture, ſo as to have an uniform ſubſtance, by virtue whereof to penetrate the whole Body.
Leſt the Eſſence ſhould be defiled by things added for the neceſſity of extraction, he commands no Watry Matter to be extracted by a watry Menſtruum, an oyley by an oyley, a reſiny by a reſiny, but by ſome contrary. This Rule, if underſtood according to the Letter, is erroneous, for it takes away all the permanence of Menſtruums eſtabliſhed upon the Maxime ſo often repeated by the Adepts; The Diſſolution of the Body is the Coagulation of the Spirit or Menſtruum; and on the contrary: It takes away, I ſay, all the natural homogeneity of the diſſolvent and the diſſolved; yea [Page] is repugnant to the Experience of Paracelſus himſelf, who had no Menſtruum but what remained in a radical mixtion with the things diſſolved in it, as by the Ʋſe of them we ſhall prove hereafter. Now an Eſſence is divers ways coinquinated by things added in the extraction of it.
Firſt, When a Natural or Seminal Eſſence is extracted by the like Natural Eſſence of another ſpecies; For example, the Eſſence of Saffron is inquinated and confounded with the virtues of Cina­mom, in extracting it with the ſpecifick Eſſence of Cinamom, and therefore the Eſſences of Vegetables are not to be extracted with a Natural, or rather Artificial Eſſence, or with the Spirit of Philo­ſophical Wine, not yet ſpecificated.
Secondly, An Eſſence is inquinated, when a Menſtruum or Eſſence is in greater than convenient quantity uſed in the extraction of another Eſſence, by which quantity the quality of the ſaid Eſ­ſence is waſhed, waſted, and as it were inquinated; wherefore the ſuperfluity of the Menſtruum muſt always be taken away, that the Eſſence may remain by it ſelf alone without any mixture.
Thirdly, An Eſſence is inquinated by extracting it with Air or mineral Menſtruums according to ſome Proceſſes of the Anci­ents. For an Acid, though it cannot be radically mix'd with any Eſſence, being no Eſſence it ſelf, yet is eaſily abſorbed or hidden by the aridity of mineral Eſſences, and ſo joyned with the ſaid Eſſences by accident, and from a thing otherwiſe innocent, creates a very ſtrong Poyſon: This therefore to remove, the Ancients firſt waſhed off that which ſtuck to the outſide of the Body, then tranſ­muted that which was more deeply admitted, by the digeſtion of Vegetable Menſtruums: But in the making of Eſſences with acid or mineral Menſtruums according to the reformed Proceſs, otherwiſe called by Paracelſus, the Proceſs of two Colours, the ſaid inquination of an Eſſence hath no place. In the beginning of this Proceſs the acid being abſorbed by the arid, becomes indeed the cauſe of venenoſity, as in the Proceſs of the Ancients; but when this Proceſs of Paracelſus is by induſtry and ingenuity raiſed to ſuch perfection, that no more Aridity can remain to hide any Acidity in it, but on the contrary, the whole Body is converted into two Oyls or Fats, from which all Acidity may eaſily be waſhed away with common Water, then is there no inquination to be feared from Acids. The Saying of Paracelſus, we ſuppoſe is to be referred to this [Page] Method, he having there treated of it on purpoſe, eſpecially having ſaid that the oleaginous Eſſences of Metals are to be extracted by Watry, that is, acid or corroſive Menſtruums, but that the watry Eſſences of Herbs, that is, leſs oyley in reſpect of Metals, muſt be made by Oleaginous, that is Vegetable Menſtruums, which things being not in common terms, but obſcurely enough deli­vered, we do therefore leave them to be better explained by his Diſciples; but if they were to be underſtood according to the Let­ter, it would certainly be an Errour, not indeed to be connived at in the Prince of Adepts: But according to the Proverb, We are Men, &c. For ſometimes good Homer himſelf has nodded, and the Pen of Paracelſus has wanted mending.


The Fifteenth KIND. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and Acid Spirits, as Aqua fortis, Spirit of Nitre, Spirit of Sulphur, Salt, &c. diſtilled Vinegar, &c.
[Page]
73. Aqua fortis mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Paracelſus. In Tinct. Paracelſica, Pag. 37. Aurei Vel. Germ.
TAke the beſt Wine (the red or white of Lully) rectify till a Linnen Cloath burneth, being dipp'd therein and kindled: This Spirit is called the Eſſence of Wine. Take of Vitriol two Pounds, of Nitre one Pound, from which diſtil Aqua fortis into the aforeſaid Eſſence of Wine, then digeſt ten Days, that they may be well united.
Annotations.
THat the Adepts acuated the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine divers ways as well with Oyly as Dry things, we have given plenty enough of Examples in the antecedent Kinds of Vegetable Menſtruums; it ſhall now be declared in the following Menſtru­ums, which ways this Spirit is to be acuated by Acids. In this Fif­teenth Kind we will joyn the unctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine with ſome Acid Spirits, that by the help of their acidity it may diſ­ſolve and perfect Arids ſooner and eaſier than before without. Para­celſus [Page] in our Receipt intending to aſſwage the exceſſive efferveſcence in diſſolving the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine in Aqua fortis, di­ſtill'd the Aqua fortis into the Spirit of Wine, that they might both by degrees be mix'd together, which being thus mix'd one with the other, he digeſted moreover the ſpace of ten Days. The ſame Men­ſtruum is deſcribed by Trithemius.

74. Aqua fortis mix'd with the Spirit of Wine of Trithemius. Pag. 46. Aurei velleris Germ.
TAke of the Spirit of Wine three Pounds, of Vitriol and Ni­tre one Pound, diſtil the Spirits of the Aqua fortis into the aforeſaid Aqua vitoe, digeſt eight Days.
This quantity of Aqua fortis is inſufficient to diſſolve three Pounds of the Spirit of Wine, Ounces perhaps are to be underſtood for ſo ma­ny Pounds. No Art is here required, provided the Acid and Oyly be mix'd together. In former times the Adepts uſed diſtilled Vinegar, inſtead of Aqua fortis, for this Menſtruum, thus:

75. Vinegar mix'd with the Spirit of Wine of Baſilius. Cap. de Wein Eſſig. in Repet. Lapidis.
DEr Wein Eſſig. (Vinegarwine, a ſingle undeclinable Word) is not the Philoſophers Vinegar, which is another Liquor, viz. the Matter it ſelf of the Stone, becauſe the Philoſophers Stone is made of the Philoſophers Azot; but Vinegarwine, is made of common Azot diſtilled (common Vinegar) and Spirit of Wine (that is, Philoſophical.) And elſewhere, Libro de particu­laribus de particul. Veneris. I ſpoke even now, ſaith he, Paraboli­cally of this preparation, in Libro Clavium (in Repetitione) Capite de Wein Eſſig. where I ſaid that common Azot (Vinegar) is not the Matter of the Stone, but our Azot or firſt Matter extracted out of common Azot and Wine, which compoſition is called the expreſſed Juice of unripe Grapes, with which the Body of Venus is to be diſſolved, and reduced into Vitriol (then into our Azot, [Page] the firſt Matter of the Stone, Philoſophers Mercury, Spirit of Mercu­ry made of Vitriol, &c.) which you muſt very well obſerve, that you may be free from many troubles and dangers. The Philo­ſophers Mercury, ſaith he, Libro de Concluſionibus, Sect. 2. de Vi­triolo Philoſophorum, or firſt Matter of the Stone muſt be made by Art, for our Azot is not common Vinegar, but extracted by Virtue of common Azot.
Though therefore a Philoſophical Menſtruum may be made of common Azot or diſtilled Vinegar, and the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, as alſo ſufficient and qualified for the diſſolutions of ſome Bo­dies, yet being leſs ſharp, eſpecially in the Alchymical uſe of Metals and Minerals, inſtead therefore of Vinegar the Adepts took Aqua for­tis, the ſooner to finiſh their Operations. You muſt know, ſaith Iſaacus Hollandus, that our Anceſtors laboured in the Art divers ways, and yet came to one and the ſame end, but their Stone made not projection always alike, one making a deep, another a ſtrong projection, as the Works (Menſtruums) were ſharp, or of a deep Colour: ſome ſweat a long time with pains, before they produced the Stone: others ſhortned the time by ſharpneſs of Wit, as it is now done every day with ſweat and pains. Some of our Anceſtors wrought three Years, ſome four, before they acquired the Stone, for in thoſe days Aqua fortis was unknown, and they uſed nothing but diſtill'd Vinegar; but now their Succeſ­ſors have found out Aqua fortis, which hath much abbreviated the Work. Cap. 6. Lib. 2. Oper. min. pag. 423. Volum. 3. Theat. Chym. Even at that time Bodies were to be opened ſlowly, namely, by calcination, reverberation, ſolution in our ſharp Vi­negar (Vinegar mix'd with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) which their poſterity obſerving and conſidering, quickned their Wits, and found out Aqua fortis, which did much abbreviate the way to them. Cap. 77. Lib. 1. Oper. min. pag, 358. of the ſame Vo­lume.
To make the preſent Kind of Menſtruums, the Adepts diſſolved this Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, not in Vinegar and Aqua fortis only, but in any acid Spirit not tinging, as of Salt, Sulphur, &c. It is thus prepared;

76. The Spirit of Salt of Baſilius. Lib. partic. in particul. Solis.
[Page]
TAke of the Spirit of Salt accurately dephlegmed one part, of the beſt Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine without any Phlegm, or of the Sulphur of Wine half a part, the Veſſels being luted, diſtil with a ſtrong Fire, ſo as that nothing remains.
If you add new Spirit of Wine to the diſtillation, and digeſt for ſome time, it becomes ſweet: It is therefore requiſite to diſſolve the Spirit of Wine in the Spirit of Salt without digeſtion, leſt the acidity or brackiſhneſs of this Spirit be loſt. Guido ſometimes took his Cir­culatum either minus or majus, inſtead of the Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine, into which he diſtilled the Spirit of Salt.

77. The Spirit of Salt of Guido. Pag. 7. Theſauri Chym.
TAke of the leſs Vegetable Menſtruum (in Numb. 36.) or the great (in Numb. 38.) one Pound, put it in a large Recei­ver. Then take of common Salt, or Sal Gemmoe, of the Stone of Tripoly, of each four Pounds, diſtil in an Earthen Retort with an open Fire, firſt gentle, till all the Phlegm is drawn off, then put the Receiver with the Circulatum to it, and diſtil the Spirits, till not a drop of the Oyl of Salt aſcends, and you will have an acu­ated Menſtruum.
To make theſe Menſtruums ſtronger, they ſometimes ſeparated or drew off the Acid from the Oleoſum, that the Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine might remain in the form of Oyl or Ice, thus:

78. Aqua fortis mix'd with the Spirit of Wine of Lully. In Elucidat. Teſtam. pag. 147. Artis aurifer.
TAke of Vitriol one part, of Nitre one part, of Alume a fourth part, mix them all well together, and diſtil with a gentle Fire, till the Liquor is gone over, then give a ſtronger, and laſtly moſt ſtrong, till the Alembick grows white, for then is [Page] the Aqua fortis prepared. Then take of the aforeſaid Water one pound, put it in a large Cucurbit, and pour it upon four ounces of Aqua Vitoe (Aqua ardens) four times diſtilled, and put an Alembick on with its Receiver, then will it make great noiſes, boyling exceeding violently without Fire; and there­fore the VVaters ought to be mixed by little and little. Then put it into a leſs Cucurbit, and put on an Alembick with its Receiver, and diſtil the Water in Balneo, that a Matter may remain alone at the bottom of the Veſſel in the form of Ice; pour back the water, and diſtil again, and this repeat nine times, then will an Oyl or Matter like Ice remain in the bot­tom.
This Menſtruum of Lully is clear, and therefore requires not our Explanation. But it is deſcribed by an Anonymous in Rhena­nus, thus;

79. Aqua fortis mixed with the Spirit of Wine of an Anonymous Author. Libro de Principiis Naturae, & Arte Alchym. pag. 28. Syntagm. Harm. Joh. Rhenani.
TAke an equal Quantity of Niter and Alume, diſtil the Phlegm, till the ſtrong and diſſolving Spirits aſcend, and ſet before them new and clean diſtilled water, and force the Spirits into it with a moſt ſtrong Fire. Then take the Spi­rits of Wine being well purged, and artificially diſtilled in Bal­neo, take four ounces of them to one pound of Aqua fortis, put them into a large Cucurbit, apply an Alembick to it, ſtop, and put it into cold water, and let them boyl till they will boyl no more: Then put it in Balneo, and diſtil the water, ſo that the Spirits may remain yet moiſt, then pour the water firſt drawn off, to them again, and do as before, and that ſeven times, continually diſtilling with a gentle Fire, till no­thing more will diſtil, but the Matter remains like an Oyl in the bottom.

From the Receipts we obſerve theſe remarkable Things:
[Page]
1. That the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine diſſolved in an acid Spirit, is a mineral Menſtruum. Our Aqua fortis, our Vinegar, diſtilled Vinegar, Vinegar mixed with the Spirit of Wine, our Spirit of Salt, Sulphur, &c.
2. That the Spirit of the ſame Wine, is with very great ebulliti­on diſſolved in an Acid, and therefore you ought to be exceeding care­ful leſt you pour too much of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine upon the Aqua fortis, and vice verſa: For it would be more ſafe to di­ſtil the Aqua fortis upon the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, as Pa­racelſus adviſeth.
3. That Aqua fortis mix'd with the Spirit of Wine, may be ta­ken inſtead of Vinegar mix'd with the Spirit of Wine, or Spirit of Salt mix'd with the Spirit of Wine. &c. in Chymical Works eſpe­cially.
4. That the more theſe Menſtruums are abſtracted from the Acid debilitated in diſſolution, the ſtronger they are made.
5. That the Adepts uſed alſo corroſive Menſtruums or Aqua fortis. There are ſome, not only common ignorant Operators, but Adepts alſo, who not knowing the Preparation and Ʋſe of theſe Menſtruums, have written againſt theſe corroſive Menſtruums. Fools, ſaith Bernhard, do out of the leſs Minerals make and ex­tract corroſive waters, into which they caſt the Species of Me­tals, and corrode them; for they think them to be diſſolved by a natural ſolution; which ſolution doth indeed require per­manence together, that is, of the diſſolvent and the diſſolved; that from both, as the Maſculine and Feminine Seed a new Species may reſult. Verily I tell you no water diſſolves a Metallick Species by a natural reduction, but that which con­tinues in matter and form, and which the Metals themſelves, being diſſolved, are able to re-congeal. Which Quality is not in Aqua fortiſſes, but is rather injurious to the Compoſition, that is, of the Body diſſolved, &c. Yet thus they think they diſſolve, miſtaking Nature; but they diſſolve not, becauſe the Aqua for­tiſſes being abſtracted, the Body melts, as before; nor will that water be permanent to it, nor is it to that Body as radical Moi­ſture: The Bodies are indeed corroded, but not diſſolved, and [Page] ſo much the more alienated from a Metallick Species. Where­fore ſuch ſolutions as theſe are not the foundation of the tranſ­mutative Art, but rather Impoſtures of Sophiſtical Alchymiſts, who think this ſacred Art lies in theſe things, &c. Epiſt. ad Thom. de Bononia, pag. 60. Artis Aurifer. So in the Regeneration of Metals, ſaith Sendivogius, Vulgar Chymiſts proceed amiſs, they diſſolve Metallick Bodies, either Mercury, or Gold, or Saturn, or Luna, and corrode them with Aqua fortiſſes, and other heterogeneous things not requiſite to true Art, then they joyn and force them together, not knowing that man is not genera­ted from the Body of a man diſſected, &c. Tract. 6. pag. 488. Vol. 4. Th. Chym.
Some do by Art corroding Waters make,
 In which Metalline Species they calcine;
 But then the Liquor doth the Earth forſake,
 Nor by mans Skill together they will combine:
 This way to Fools we leave, for nothing fit,
 But for to waſt ones Thriſt, beware of it.

Page 41. of the ſecond Part of the Marrow of Alchymy.
Theſe and the like Expreſſions they reflect againſt our Mineral or Acid Menſtruums, whereas they were written by the Philoſophers againſt Common not Philoſophical Aqua fortiſſes. In that Point, ſaith Lully, they ignorantly err, imagining the Bodies of Me­tals to be diſſolved, and as I ſaid before, reduced to their firſt Matter or Nature with Common Aqua fortiſſes; but if they had read our Books, they would certainly know that theſe Liquors are repugnant to the intention of the Philoſophers, &c. Comp. Anim. Tranſm. pag. 19 [...]. Vol. 4. Th. Chym. Pariſinus, a faithful Diſciple of Lully, explains his Meaning thus: Thoſe things that are objected by us againſt Aqua fortiſſes, namely, that they are of no efficacy in the Art, and nevertheleſs are taught by Lully, are to be otherwiſe underſtood: For he this way puts a difference between the Vulgar and Philoſophical Aqua fortiſſes, &c. And therefore Raymund rejecting ſharp Waters, means the Aqua for­tiſſes of ſeparation, but not thoſe of the Philoſophers, Cap. 6. Lib.  [...]. Elucid. pag. 206. Vol. 6. Th. Chym. But it would be meerly ſuperfluous for us, either by Authorities or Arguments to illuſtrate that which the Menſtruums themſelves will demonſtrate.


The Sixteenth KIND. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of Philoſophical Vinegar, and Vola­tile Salts, as Common Sal Armo­niack, Urine, &c.
[Page]
80. The Oyl of Sal Armoniack of Guido. Pag. 11. Theſaur. Chymiatr.
TAke of the Oyl of Salt (the Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 71.) half a pound, of (Common) Sal Armoniack four ounces. Diſſolve the Salt in the Oyl, cohobate the Diſſolution three times through an Alembick.
Annotations.
IN the attecedent Kind, the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine was diſſolved in Acids: Now to make theſe Oyley-acid Menſtru­ums ſtronger, the Adepts added to them Salts, that is, Arids diſſolved in Acids, and Criſtallized. In this preſent Kind they took Volatile Salts, as being of eaſier preparation, in the following: fixed Salts, becauſe of ſtronger virtue. In the Receipt of Guido, there is nothing either difficult or dark, unleſs you will object againſt the Ingredients, which cannot be both common, becauſe Guido ſub­limes Gold Philoſophically with this Menſtruum. Whatſoever alſo you read in the Books of Practical Chymy, underſtand always according to the Letter (we need not admoniſh you to except the Terms of Art) if ſo, that which is promiſed in the Preparation [Page] and uſe may be performed; if not, ſeek an Analogical ſenſe not in the method and uſe of preparation, but in the ingredients; according to which Rule either the Oyl of Salt, or Sal Armoniack, or both ought to be Philoſophical, becauſe Gold cannot be Philoſophically ſublimed with Common Menſtruums. The Oyl of Salt of Paracelſus, as alſo the Spirit or Oyl of Salt of Baſilius, wherewith he extracts the Sulphur of Sol, do prove the Oyl of Salt to be a Philoſophical Menſtruum, Cap. 6. de Rebus nat. & ſupernat.
Probable it is that Guido meant the ſame Oyl, for otherwiſe the Name of Oyl had been improperly attributed by a Philoſopher to the thin and common Spirit of Salt. But if you think rather that Gui­do meant the common Spirit of Salt by the Oyl of Salt, you muſt by Sal Armoniack underſtand not the common, but Vegetable Sal Har­moniack (the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine dryed with ſome Salt, and then ſublimed) for ſo you might alſo make a Menſtruum of the ſame if not of ſtronger Virtue, a ſpecies of the following Eighteenth Kind: But if both the Oyl of Salt and Sal Armoniack be Philoſo­phical, a Menſtruum will be from thence produced yet ſtronger than both the precedent: Here you may deviate from the true and genuine ſenſe of the Receipt, but never from Chymical Truth, ſo long as you are guided by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but here you muſt have a great care that you do not tranſmute (as ſometimes through inadvertence you may) the falſe Receipts of deceitful Diſtillers into true ones; an impoſſible into a poſſible; a lye into truth; and a wick­ed Man into a Philoſopher.
Sometimes they impregnated common Sal Armoniack with a Tincture, to make a Menſtruum higher, thus:

81. The Water of Sal Armoniack of Iſaacus. Cap. 47.2. Oper min. pag. 460. Vol. 3. Theat. Chym.
TAke Sal Armoniack, ſublime it with Roman Vitriol, one Pound of Sal Armoniack, to two Pounds of Vitriol, then grind upon a Stone the Faeces, and ſublime again, then throw away the Faeces, and ſublime again with two Pounds of new Vitriol, do as before, repeating nine times: pulverize the Sal Ar­moniack, and put the Powder into a Glaſs, pour upon it diſtilled Vinegar (Philoſophical, or ſome Menſtruum of the Fifteenth Kind) [Page] ſo as only to be diſſolved, and no more, than that the Sal Ar­moniack may be turned only into Water as yellow as Sol, be­cauſe the Sal Armoniack was ſublimed by Vitriol, and that pro­duced the Tincture: And this is that Water of Sal Armoniack, which I promiſed before to teach you how to make.

From the Receipts we obſerve:
1. That the Oyl or Eſſence of Salt becomes a ſtronger Menſtruum by the addition of Volatile Salts.
2. That this ought to be underſtood alſo of the Menſtruums of the fifteenth precedent Kind.
3. That theſe Menſtruums are the ſame with the Vegetable Men­ſtruums of the fourth Kind, excepting only that they have an Acid ad­ded over and above.
4. That theſe Menſtruums are of moſt eaſy preparation, being made by three cohobations only.
5. That it is very difficult for a Man to err, being experienced in the more ſecret Chymy, for he that underſtands the practice of this Art, will eaſily explain the Receipt of every Adept, be it never ſo ob­ſcure, either by the uſe, or title, or way of preparing; for it is in a manner impoſſible, not to draw ſome Light from one or other of the ſaid three, or direction enough to find the ſame Receipt more clear in the Writings either of the ſame or ſome other Adept: And indeed though we ſometimes meet with Receipts, which in title, way of pre­paration, and uſe, ſeem to be like the Receipts of vulgar Chymiſtry, yet a Deſciple of our Art will eaſily determine either for the approbati­on or reprobation of theſe Receipts: For there are infallible Signs to diſtinguiſh a true from a falſe Menſtruum; this one following ſhall here ſuffice: The quality of a good Menſtruum is to diſſolve Bodies either gently or violently, and make them not only Volatile, but fat alſo, yea reduce them into a true Oyl either ſwimming upon, or ſinking under watery Liquors. This Attribute of a Menſtruum is inconſiſtent to any common diſſolvent, but proper to the Philoſophical, and to them alone, being made of the unctuous Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, which Spirit alone doth by its permanence make the dry Sulphur of a Metal both thinner and fatter: That Menſtruum therefore in the uſe of which are promiſed ſuch things, as cannot be performed by com­mon [Page] Menſtruums, may be truly called Philoſophical, with a caution or two to be obſerved.
1. That the Receipt muſt be of ſome known and not ſuſpected Au­thor, not of every ſmoak-ſeller, promiſing great and many things with­out a Foundation, wherefore every Receipt wanting its Authority, though it may ſeem like a true one, yet we think ought to be rejected as ſuſpicious.
2. That the Receipt muſt not be alone, deſcribed not in one but di­vers places by the ſame Author, or at leaſt moſt clear in its ingredi­ents: For the ſame Names have one ſignification with one, but ano­ther with another Adept; ſo long therefore as it is not known by col­lateral places, what an Author means by his Matters, ſuch a Man's Receipts we declare uncertain.
3. That the Receipt muſt import a competent Rule in operating, that is, declare whether Matters are to be volatilized in part or in the whole, but whatſoever are more obſcure and conciſe we lay aſide as imperfect.


The Seventeenth KIND. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of Phi­loſophical Vinegar, and fixed Salts not ting­ing, as well Vegetable as Mineral.
[Page]
82. The Aqua Comedens of Paracelſus. Lib. 10. Arch. pag. 37.
BY Aqua Comedens (Eating or Corroding Water) we mean Vinegar mix'd with the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine, which muſt be drawn from common Salt ſo often, till it is diſſolved, and comes over by diſtillation in the Vinegar.
Annotations.
THe Philoſophical Vinegar, or Vinegar mix'd with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, which you acuated with Volatile Salts in the precedent Kind, is made ſtronger by the mixing of fixed Salts ſo called. We have deſcribed ſeveral Vegetable Menſtruums made with Alcali Salts in their fifth Kind, which if prepared with Philo­ſophical Vinegar inſtead of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, will produce Mineral Menſtruums of this Kind, though prepared another way, with this only difference, that they are made more ſlowly with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but with Philoſophical Vinegar much ſooner, yea immediately, if either Common or Philoſophical Vi­negar be joyned to the Vegetable Menſtruums. Aqua comendens, or Eating Water, is the third Menſtruum that we have obſerved to be made of common Salt. The firſt is in the fifth Kind of Vegetable [Page] Menſtruums, where common Salt being fuſed and reſolved per deli­quium, is by Virtue of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine reduced in­to the Oyl or Eſſence of Salt, which by being ſometimes cohobated with the ſame Spirit, becomes ſweet, and is tranſmuted into the Ar­canum of Salt, or Circulatum minus made of common Salt. The ſecond is in the fourteenth Kind, where the aforeſaid Oyl of Salt is left in its acid (rather ſaline) Eſſence. The third, which is taught in the preſent Kind, agrees with the firſt, except only that it is prepared not with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but Philoſophical Vine­gar, and ſo, ſooner than that, and in uſe is ſtronger, as a Mineral Men­ſtruum. Diſſolve the Arcanum of Salt, or Salt circulated in any Acid not tinging; for example, common Vinegar diſtill'd, Spirit of Ni­ter, Sulphur, Salt, &c. and it will produce the Eating Water by ſim­ple mixtion; on the contrary, if you weaken, or take away the Acid of the Eating Water, either by precipitating it with common Spirit of Wine, common Water, &c. or digeſting it by it ſelf, you will have the Arcanum of Salt, or Water of Salt circulated. That which has been ſaid of common Salt, is alſo to be underſtood of Niter, Alume, and all other Salts not tinging. The Receipt of the Eating Water is clear of it ſelf, except that in the Latin Tranſlation, a Salis Nitri Spiritu is read amiſs, the German Authors own Writing having it a Sale communi, Von gemeinen Saltz: The Error it is requiſite you ſhould correct.
Menſtruums of this Kind are made not only of Mineral Salts not tinging, but alſo of Vegetable Alcalies, thus:

83. The fixative Water of Trithemius. Pag. 37. Aurei Veller. Germ.
TAke Aqua fortis mix'd with the Spirit of Wine, (deſcribed above in Numb. 74.) whereto add of the Oyl of Tartar per deliquium half a Pound, diſtil the Spirit, throw away the Phlegm, and diſſolve the remaining Earth or Salt in the Spirit.
Keep the ſolution for the fixing of things; but for volatilization the Salt of Tartar muſt be cohobated ſo oft, till it aſcends as the com­mon Salt in the Eating Water.
Hereto is referred the Menſtruum, called

84. The Aqua Mirabilis of Iſaacus. Cap. 29. 2 Oper. Min. & pag. 91. Manus Phil.
[Page]
TAke old Urine, diſtil with a weak Fire, then a ſtronger, that whatſoever can, may aſcend; rectifie the deſtillation, taking away all the Fatneſs or Oyl, till it leaves no Faeces be­hind it. The Caput Mortuum left in the bottom, calcine the ſpace of two hours, but without fuſion of the Salt, draw all the ſaltneſs from the calcined Matter, with common Water; evaporate the Liquor to a thin skin, that the Salt may be Cri­ſtalized, repeat ſometimes, that the Salt may be made moſt pure, which diſſolve in the diſtilled Urine. Then take of this regenerated Urine ſix pounds, of diſtilled Vinegar, and Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine, of each three meaſures, of Common Salt two pounds, of Sal Armoniack and calcined Tartar, of each half a pound, diſſolve them all together into an Aqua Mirabilis.
The like Water almoſt hath Baſilius, but that he diſtils his through an Alembick; the Deſcription of which followeth.

85. The Reſuſcitative Water of Baſilius. Pag. 81. Currus Triumphalis Antim.
TAke of the Salt of Mans Urine clarified and ſublimed, of Sal Armoniack, and Salt of Tartar, of each one part, mix the Salts, pour ſtrong (Philoſophical) Vinegar to them, lute with lutum ſapientioe, digeſt the Salts for a Month in a con­tinual heat, then diſtil the Vinegar by Aſhes, till the Salts re­main dry, then mix them with three parts of Venetian Earth, force them with a ſtrong Fire through the Retort, and you will have a wonderful Spirit for the making of Running Mercury out of Antimony. The ſame Water we find alſo, pag. 39. of his Ma­nual Operations.
The Adepts have ſometimes uſed ſome crude Oyley Matter in­ſtead of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine in making theſe Men­ſtruums; [Page] thus Paracelſus volatilized four Salts into a Menſtruum of this Kind with Wax diſſolved in Aqua fortis.

86. The Water of Sallabrum of Paracelſ. Libro de reductione Metallorum in Argentum vi­vum, ſive Tractatu. 4. Roſarii novi Olympici Be­ned. Figuli, pag. 24.
TAke notice there is no ſhorter Method of reducing Metals into Mercury, known to us, than that which we uſed in our Book de putrefactione quatuor Salium, which we there called Sallabrum, as thus; each of thoſe (Salts, as lower) muſt be converted into a pure Water or Oyl (per deliquium) which being mixed in equal weight, are called Lac Veterum, or Milk of the Ancients: Which Philoſophical Milk put into a ſtrong Receiver, and diſtil the Spirits of calcined Vitriol, cal­cined Alume, and the beſt Niter, ana, five times upon it, and the mixture will be called Flying Eagle, carrying Metals in its Talons aloft; ſuch a Metal, being ſublim'd, grind to powder, from which draw the Spirit of ſtrong Wine being poured to it the height of a Finger, three or four times gently in Balneo, and you will have a quick or running Metal as common Mer­cury. Now the Eagle is made volatile thus: To the Philoſo­phers Milk acuated with the ſaid Spirits, or Eagle, pour Wax, being very well liquefied and purged, about the thickneſs of a Finger, diſtil the Phlegms together with the Spirits by a Cu­curbit in Balneo, which Matter muſt be cohobated ſo often, till they are all coagulated or well mixed; and you will have the Philoſophers Borax, which we wrote of in our Book de vir­tute Vitrioli, wherein the Volatile Eagle abſconded it ſelf with its Feathers, namely, Spirits. Now take the Calx of what Me­tal you pleaſe, made of Aqua fortis, one part, of the Flying Eagle half a part, mix, putrefie nine days, the longer the bet­ter, then ſublime the Matter upon Sand in a Cucurbit well lu­ted, and all the Metal you took will aſcend, wherewith pro­ceed as before. Sallabrum deſcribed in the Book mentioned, (de putrefactione quatuor Salium) Take Sal Niter, Sal Gemmoe, [Page]common Salt, Pot-Aſhes, an equal quantity of each, diſſolve every one by it ſelf, and purge it from all Terreſtreity; out of all being mixed together, make a clear and tranſparent Wa­ter, which again coagulate in a clean Veſſel, and you will find the Salt of another colour, namely, yellow, penetrating, and ſweetning, diſſolving and fixing: Love and eſteem this Salt, becauſe there are many Secrets in it; for it fixeth the Volatile, and vivifieth the Spirit being dead; and mollifieth the hard and friable, and freeth from any Leproſie and Poyſon, ſixeth Arſenick, and moreover is the promoter of many famous works to a happy and deſired End.
In the firſt place, let us admoniſh you to beware of this and ſuch like Menſtruums; for a Myſtery lies in theſe Receipts, which to ob­ſerve is neceſſary, leſt you begin to doubt the Truth of them after many moſt dangerous Experiments tried in vain: for you Beginners let this ſuffice; that it is impoſſible for Wax, or any other oyley Matter to ſupply the place of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine. There would be no need of this Spirit in the whole Art, if crude oyley things could perform the ſame as this moſt pure and moſt un­ctuous Liquor. No man but he that is expert in the Method of preparing the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, can make theſe Men­ſtruums, whereas all the reſt may be made by any Ideot, if he hath but the Spirit of this Wine given him. The Adepts do in theſe Receipts both prepare and acuate this Spirit of Wine; no wonder therefore that they either wholly omitted the Myſtery, or not ſuffi­ciently expreſs'd it in their Compoſitions; for which reaſon alſo theſe Menſtruums do appertain to the preparation of the Spirit of Phi­loſophical Wine, rather than as all the reſt to the Ʋſe of this Spi­rit, or compoſitions of theſe Menſtruums; nor ſhould I have re­membred them here, had they not been detrimental to many men; and that to my own knowledge. The Name Sallabrum is given quaſi Salis labrum, or Salt-Cellar, not that Salt is to be contained in this Veſſel, as Candelabrum, or Candleſtick is ſo called, becauſe Candles are ſet in it, but rather becauſe the Eſſence or Fire of ſome Metals, or ſome Chymcial Light is either to be reſerved, or made in this Sallabrum, as Alume is by Iſaacus in Man. Philoſophor. pag. 28. called Lucerna, ſignifying a Lanthorn.
Concerning this Sallabrum, Thomas Aquinas in Lilio Benedicto, pag. 1085. Vol. 4. Th. Chym. Thus; 
[Page] Adde labrum Salis quanta ſit ſexta duorum
 Conjunge pone (que) ſimul—

In the ſame place he calls this Sallabrum the Medium of joyning Tinctures, the middle between two Extreams, between hard and ſoft, between Luna and the Spirit, between the Body and Spirit: As the Menſtrual Blood is the Medium between the Sperm of the Male and Female, ſo this our Salt, pag. 1085. Sallabrum he calls thundring Salt, illuminating Stone, and fatneſs of the Eagle, pag. 1087. Sal Alembrot, the Stone Bore (Borax) and fatneſs of the Eagle, pag. 1097. Tincar, Borax.
This Sallabrum or Saline Labrum is by Paracelſus made of theſe Salts, Niter, Sal gemme, common Salt, and Alcali.
Guido uſed theſe four following in his reduction of Metals into Mercury: Common Salt, Alcali, Sal armoniac, and Salt of Tar­tar, pag. 23. Theſ. Chym.
Thomas Aquinas took the ſame Salts as Guido, for his La­brum Salis. The Affinity which I obſerve between the Salts of Paracelſus, Gemme and Common, I perceive alſo between the Salt of Tartar, and Alcali of Guido; but the foundation of the Re­ceipt is not grounded upon theſe four Salts. Paracelſus was ſome­times ſatisfied with Niter and common Salt fuſed and reſolved to­gether per deliquium. Nor does the Myſtery of the Receipt lie in the Wax, in the room of which if you choſe any oyley thing elſe, you will not err. Inſtead of the ſame, he ſometimes uſed Linſeed-Oyl in the Water of the ſixth gradation; but of this hereafter.

From the Receipts we obſerve,
1. That theſe Menſtruums are ſimple Vegetable Menſtruums of the Fifth Kind diſſolved in Acids. Diſſolve any of them in common Aqua fortis, and you will have a Menſtruum of this Kind; but take away the Acid, and it will be a Vegetable Menſtruum again, as it was before.
2. That theſe Menſtruums are by reaſon of the Acidity both ſooner made, and do more powerfully operate than the ſaid Men­ſtruums of the Fifth Kind.
[Page] 3. That they are not always made of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but alſo with any common Oyley Matter, provided it be un­dertaken by an Artiſt expert in the Method of making the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine.
4. That theſe Menſtruums do by their own ſtrength without any addition of Common Argent vive, reduce Metals and Mine­rals into running Mercury.
5. That Metals diſſolved in theſe Menſtruums, and ſublimed, are properly enough called Philoſophical Mercuryes, becauſe as Common Mercury ſublimate, ſo theſe are moſt eaſily reſuſcitated into running Argent vive.


The Eighteenth Kind. Simple Mineral Menſtruums made of Ve­getable Sal Harmoniack, and Acids not tinging.
[Page]
87. The Aqua fortis of Iſaacus Hollandus. Cap. 122. Oper. Min. pag. 397. Vol. 3. Th. Chym.
MAke an Aqua fortis with an equal quantity of Sal Har­moniack, and Sal Niter, dry the Sal Niter to a dry Powder, then mix the Sal Harmoniack diſcreetly among the Powder of the Sal Niter, ſo as to be well mixed together, and incorporated one with the other; then diſtil; not luting the Receiver cloſe to the Beak, before it begins to diſtil; for if you lute the Receiver at firſt to the Beak of the Alembick, there are windy wild Spirits in the Matter, which would break the Receiver; but having diſtilled a little while, lute the Beak without fear, and diſtil the Water according to Art.
[Page]
Annotations.
BEſides the Philoſophers Vinegar, there is a Sal Harmoniack, under the Name of which is comprehended the Spirit of Phi­loſophical Wine, the root of all Menſtrums, being concentrated, dried in an Arid, and ſublimed into an admirable Salt. This pre­ſent Kind treats of this Salt, not common Sal Armoniack, diſ­ſolved in common Acids, not tinging. We have alſo made indeed Philoſophical Menſtruums before of common Sal Armoniack, by the help of Philoſophical Vinegar, or an Acid mix'd with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but the Menſtruums of this Kind are ſtronger than they, the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine being ſubli­med into a Vegetable Sulphur or Mercury, is made better, as be­ing acuated either with an Alcali, or ſome fixed Arid, and for this reaſon being diſſolved in an Acid, it yields alſo a more noble Men­ſtruum. Iſaac in our Receipt mixeth Vegetable Sal Harmoniack with ſo much of Sal Niter, for the Vegetable Salt to be by ſubſe­quent diſtillation diſſolved in the Mineral Acid of Sal Niter; but becauſe this way of diſſolving, is by reaſon of the ſudden ebullition of the oyley and acid, too dangerous, he durſt not therefore lute the Receiver cloſe to the Beak, but the like efferveſcence appearing in the diſtillation, of common Sal Armoniack, and Sal Niter, we muſt prove, that by Sal Harmoniack Iſaacus meant not the Common, but Philoſophical; which we prove firſt by the Ʋſe of the Menſtruum: Of which ſaith Iſaack thus; Diſſolve your Sol in the Water made, and put it in Balneo, with a glaſs Alembick upon it; kindle the Balneo no more than that you may endure your hand in it, and lute the Receiver very firmly to the Beak, and a little hole being made above in the Alem­bick, put a glaſs Funnel therein, whereby other Aqua fortis may upon occaſion be poured in, and keep the Balneo in that heat aforeſaid a day and a night, and when you ſee your Aqua fortis brought to a ſmall quantity (by diſtilling) as it was when you diſſolved the Sol in it, pour to it new Aqua fortis' and let it gradually diſtil a day and a night in Balneo, and' when it is thick again, pour Aqua fortis again to the Matter, doing in all reſpects as before; repeat it three times, always [Page] pouring to it new Aqua fortis, but the third time diſtil it dry (to ſiccity) then let the Body cool, and take the Receiver from the Beak, and ſtop it firmly with wax, remove the A­lembick from the Pot, and then take a Drachm or Scruple of the Matter out of the Pot, and put it in a glaſs Phial, pour common diſtilled water to it, and ſet it on a Fornace in Aſhes, and let the water boyl half an hour: Then let it cool of its own accord, and ſtand a day and a night, and a Powder will ſettle in the bottom of the Veſſel; pour off the top of the water gently, and the reſt evaporate with a lukewarm heat, to dry your Powder: Being dry, take it out, and heating a ſilver Plate, put a little of your Powder upon it, and look earneſtly whether the Powder fumes not; if you perceive it fume, have a care of your ſelf, for the fume may kill you, &c. pag. 397. of the ſame Volume. Then he goes on, Cap. 24. ſaying, Then put your Matter or Powder in it (the ſubliming Veſſel) with a large and clean Alembick upon it very well luted, ſo as to be certain that no Spirits can pierce the luting; for they are ſub­til beyond deſcription, and ſhould they penetrate, and you re­ceive the fume, you would die. Lute alſo a large Receiver to the Beak of the Alembick, and let the luting be in every place throughly dry: Then put Fire under the Fornace, firſt a very ſmall Fire, and ſometimes increaſe it by degrees, till your Matter begins to ſublime, which it will do with a little heat; and when you ſee the Matter aſcend, diligently obſerve to keep the Fire in the ſame degree, that it may ſublime very gently, which will be eaſily done; for the Matter is ſublimed, and aſcends with a very little Fire, pag. 402. of the ſame Vo­lume.
Gold diſſolved in this Aqua fortis of Iſaack, and once or twice cohobated, then waſhed with common Water, becomes ſo volatile, as to aſcend with a very ſmall heat into a moſt poyſonous Sublimate; if any man does the ſame by as eaſie a Method with common Aqua Regis made of Sal Armoniack and Niter, we declare he needs not Menſtruums of this Kind; but that common Sal Armoniack is inſufficient for ſuch a purpoſe, even the Novices of vulgar Chy­miſtry have long ſince experienced.
Beſides the Ʋſe of this Menſtruum, the Encomiums of Sal Harmoniack, which agree not in the leaſt with the Common of [Page]the ſame Name, do prove the excellency of this Menſtruum. Now, ſaith he, we have a mind to teach you how and which way to joyn Soul, Body and Spirit together, ſo as to enter one into the other; for a Congregation of Contraries cannot be ſo, as to remain together without a Medium (which before in cap. 146. he called Sal Harmoniack or dry Water) Take an exam­ple from the Dyers that dye Cloaths, &c. Thus it is with our Stone. Though we have rightly prepared the Body, Soul and Spirit, if they enter not into one another, they will neither now, nor at any time ever remain together without the Medi­um of our dry Water. Now Beloved, where now ſhall we find this Water? For Geber ſaith, Our water is not Rain-water. Ariſtotle ſaith, Our water is a dry water. Hermes ſaith, Our water is gathered out of a filthy and ſtinking Menſtrual Matter. Danthynus ſaith, Our water is found in old Stables, Houſes of Office, and ſtinking Sinks. And Morienus, Our water ſprings in Mountains and Valleys, and Fools underſtand not theſe words, but think it Mercury; it is not Mercury, it is a dry wa­ter, which cauſeth all Mineral Spirits, Soul and Body to enter and mix together, and when it has joyned them together, it departs from them, and lets them remain fixed. And this wa­ter is found in all things of the world. For if this water was not, in vain ſhould we endeavour to make the Stone: For how ſhould we make one of our prepared Matter enter into an­other? As the Apothecaries gather their Herbs together, ſo ought we to do either in the Vegetable, Animal, or Mineral Kingdom, to make a perfect work or Quinteſſence, we ought to have a dry water out of every diſtinct thing. A dry water therefore is in all things, to make themſelves perfect. There­fore, ſaith Galen, All things have their own Medicine to make the Stone either in the Mineral, Animal, or Vegetable King­dom, without the addition of any exotick things. Wherefore when we would make the Stone, or any Fixation, we ought to make that conjunction with our dry water, as was ſaid of the Dyer and Apothecary. Therefore is it, my Beloved! that ſo many fall into Errors, becauſe they do not underſtand nor follow Nature: Therefore did I mention the Dyer and Apo­thecary, for you to underſtand Nature, by that rude way, that you may in your own mind perceive that no conjunction [Page] can be made without a Medium.. Wherefore all the works above cited are good, but thoſe two things are not there na­med, the Spirit, that is, and Dry Water, weights and way of joyning, wherein conſiſts our whole Art: wherefore I conjure you never to reveal this Secret; for all the Art that is in the world is comprehended in it, to make the perfect work in a ſhort time and little pains, Cap. 147, 148, 149. 2. Oper. Min. pag. 524, 525. Vol. 3. Theat. Chym.
Ripley hath deſcribed the ſame Water thus;

88. The Aqua Regis of Ripley. Pag. 349. Viatici.
MAke a corroſive Water of Salt Peter and Harmoniack, and put not above four Ounces in the Deſtillatory, and draw a water with a ſlow Fire, wherein diſſolve and make the Oyl of Sol, &c.
This Water Baſil Valentine calls the Kings Bath, of which thus, in the elucidation of the ſecond Key: Take notice, Friend! and ſeriouſly conſider, becauſe here lies the principal Secret; Make a Bath, have a care that no ſtrange thing enter into it, leſt the Noble Seed of Gold be radically deſtroyed after the diſſolution of it: Exactly therefore, and with care examine the things which the ſecond Key informs you of, that is, what Minerals are to be taken for the Kings Bath, wherein the King ought to be diſſolved, and his external form ſubverted, that his Soul may appear without blemiſh: To this purpoſe will the Dragon and Eagle, that is Niter and Sal-Armoniack ſerve, out of which being united, is made an Aqua fortis, as you will be informed in my Manuals, where I ſhall treat of the Particular of Sol.

89. The Kings Bath of Baſilius. Lib. Partic. in Particul. Solis.
[Page]
TAke of Salt Peter one part, of Sal Harmoniack, one part, of Flints pulverized half a part, mix, and di­ſtil. Take notice, that this Water muſt be carefully and exactly diſtilled; for it cannot be diſtilled by the common method: He that is expert in the operations of (the more ſecret) Chymy, will know what is to be done. Ob­ſerve, you muſt have a ſtrong earthen Retort well luted, in the upper part of which muſt be a Pipe half a ſpan long, and two fingers broad; put a great Receiver to it, lute well, and in­creaſe the Fire by degrees till the Retort grows red hot: Then put in a ſpoonful of this Matter through the Pipe, and ſudden­ly ſtop the Pipe with a wet Cloath, and the Spirits will paſs impetuouſly into the Receiver; the Spirits being aſſwaged, put in another ſpoonful of the ſaid Matter, thus proceeding, till no Matter remains, and you will have Aqua Gehennea, or Hell-water, diſſolving the Calx of Gold in an inſtant into a thick ſolution, which we mentioned in the third Part, as alſo in the ſecond Key, not only diſſolving Gold, but reducing the ſame into volatibility, &c.
This Kings Bath is deſcribed alſo by Baſilius in Revelatione Manualium Operationum, thus;

90. A Philoſophical Water for the Solution of Gold of Baſilius. Labore primo Revelation. Man. Operat.
TAke of Salt Peter, and Sal Armoniack, of each two parts of Stones waſhed one part, grind them together, and by a Retort (with a Pipe) diſtil the Water into a large Receiver putting in two or three ounces through the Pipe; the Receiver, muſt be a big one, and lie in a Veſſel full of cold Water, and co­vered [Page] with wet Linnen Cloaths, that the Spirits may cool; for it will be very hot, ſtop the Joynts of the Retort very cloſe, kindle a Fire, and the Retort being hot, caſt in three ounces of Matter, the Pipe being ſuddenly ſtopp'd, the Spirits will paſs through, and the Receiver will grow white, and drops fall: When the Spirits are ſetled, put in three ounces more, ſtopping the Pipe immediately, proceed as before, changing very often with wet Linnen: Continue this Operation till you have water enough, which ſtop very well, that it may not evaporate; it is the true Water and Mineral Bath for the King.
That Baſilius as well as Iſaacus uſed the Sal Harmoniac not common Sal Armoniac, for his Bath, the Ʋſe of the ſame doth al­ſo prove.
Take of this Water three parts, of the Calx of Gold one part, mix them in a Cucurbit, put it with an Alembick upon hot Aſhes to be diſſolved; if it be not wholly diſſolved, pour out the Water, and pour on new, and that till all the Calx is diſ­ſolved in the water, being cold, white Faeces ſettle in the bot­tom, which ſeparate; put all the water together, and digeſt for a day and a night in Balneo, then removing the Faeces, digeſt the ſpace of nine Days continually, diſtil the Water, that the Water may remain in the bottom like Oyl, &c. diſtil ſo often, till all the Gold has paſs'd through the Alembick. In the ſame place: This unctious Bath reduceth Gold and all other Metals into Oyls, becauſe it is made of the Oyly Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, concentrated, and dryed in ſome Vegetable Alcali; and Spirit of Nitre, whereas on the contrary Sal Armoniack, or common Aqua Regis, cannot tranſmute Metals beyond its ſaline Nature, for that Oleity which it hath not, it cannot give. Iſaacus for want of a Re­tort with a Pipe, perhaps not being at that time known, ſuſtained no ſmall loſs of Spirits in diſtilling this Menſtruum, which Baſilius did by help of the ſaid Retort endeavour to repair, though that alſo not without ſome difficulty.
The later Adepts, Crinot, Triſmoſinus, and Paracelſus obſer­ving the difficulty of diſtilling, and the loſs of Spirits made it better, who by a plain but better method diſſolved the Vegetable Sal Har­moniack in Spirit of Nitre or Aqua fortis, without any loſs, dan­ger, or delay.

91. The moſt ſtrong Aqua fortis of Paracelſus. Lib. 3. Arch. de ſepar. Elem. pag. 7.
[Page]
TAke Sal Nitre, Vitriol, and Alume, in equal parts, which diſtil into Aqua fortis, this again pour to its Faeces, and repeat, diſtil in a Glaſs, which Aqua fortis clarify with Silver, and diſſolve Sal Armoniack in it.
That Paracelſus neither by Sal Armoniack meant the common, is alſo demonſtrated by the uſe of the Menſtruum, which he thus de­ſcribes: Theſe things being done, take a Metal reduced into Plates, and there reſolve it into Water, in the ſame Water, then ſeparate by Balneo and pour on again, this repeating, till you find an Oyl in the bottom, of Sol or Gold a purple, of Luna a la­zurine; of Mars red and very dark; of Mercury white; of Sa­turn livid and lead Coloured; of Venus altogether green; of Ju­piter yellow; in the ſame place. Whoever diſſolved Metals pro­miſcuouſly with common Aqua regis, both Silver and Gold into an Oyl, either purple or lazurine? Not to ſay any thing of the reduction of all Metals into two Fats red and white, the Eſſence thereof, and the Dead Body. It is therefore clear from the effect that Paracelſus diſſolved Sal Harmoniack in Aqua fortis for his moſt ſtrong Aqua fortis.
In making this Menſtruum Guido adds the weight of the Sal Harmoniack which Paracelſus omits.

92. The Aqua Regis of Guido. Pag. 22. Theſauri Chym.
TAke Vitriol, common Salt, and Nitre, diſtil into Aqua fortis, take one Pound of this, four Ounces of (Philoſo­phical) Sal Harmoniack, and diſtil yet once.
Solomon Triſmoſinus ſometimes diſſolved Metals in comm [...] Aqua fortis, and to the ſolution added Sal Harmoniack. Thus he [Page]volatalized Silver, being diſſolved in Aqua fortis, with the afore­ſaid Salt. Lib. 8. Tinct. quinta. pag. 81. Aurei velleris Ger­man. Take of pure Luna four Ounces, diſſolve it in common Aqua fortis, draw off the Phlegm, to the remainder add ſix Drachms of Sal Harmoniack, and pour on new Aqua fortis, draw off again in Aſhes to an oleity, this repeat four times with new Aqua fortis, then urge it ſtrongly, and the Luna will aſcend toge­ther with the Aqua fortis.
Sometimes he volatilized Gold and Silver together with this Men­ſtruum. In Tinctura Regis Julaton. pag. 16. Aurei veller. Take of the filings of Gold of Sal Harmoniack, each two Ounces, to which put four Ounces of the beſt Silver diſſolved in eight Ounces of Aqua fortis, draw off to an Oleity, pour on new Aqua fortis, and repeat three times with new Aqua fortis, and the Gold will aſcend with the Silver through the Alembick.
Lully made his Aqua Regis by diſſolving Vegetable Sal Harmo­niack in the acid Water of Mercury ſublimate.

93. The Aqua Regis of Lully. In Exp. 17.
TAke Mercury being twice ſublimed with Vitriol, and com­mon Salt prepared, each time with new materials, grind, and if there be one Pound of ſublimate, take the whites of nine new laid Eggs, which whites beat ſo long, that it ſeems to be Water; then mix the white with that ſublimate, and put it in a Retort with a long Neck, joyn a Receiver to it very cloſe, gi­ving it a Fire of Aſhes at the beginning moſt gentle, till it diſtils by that degree: The diſtillation ceaſing, increaſe the Fire, and at laſt give a moſt violent Fire, and by this means part of the Mercury will turn into Water, and part into running Mercury, which running Mercury being gone over ſublime again, then grind and joyn it with the diſtilled Water, and diſtil again as be­fore, repeating the Magiſtery, till all the ſublimate is gone over, and converted into Water: Wherefore you may the ſame way multiply it as often as you pleaſe, always putting new ſublimate to the Water, and diſtilling till it be converted into Water. [Page] Now take this Water, put it in a ſmall Urinal (Cucurbit) joyn­ing a Head to it with a Receiver, then diſtil by Balneo, till the white ſeems to be gone over mixt with it, which you will thus know; take an Iron or Copper Plate, upon which let one drop of the diſtillation fall, if it boyls and ſeems to diſſolve, take away the Receiver, joyning another very well luted, and diſtil by Aſhes, and again by Aſhes repeat this Magiſtery ſeven times: And thus you will have a Mercurial Water, which will ſerve you in many operations: Take now one Ounce of the Salt of the ſecond Experiment (Volatile Salt of Tartar, declared in Numb. 17.) and four Ounces of this Water (the acid Water now diſtil­led from Mercury ſublimate) mix them together, and the mixture will preſently be diſſolved; being diſſolved, diſtil by Aſhes with a gentle Fire luting the Joynts well, in the laſt place increaſe the Fire, that all the Salt may with the Water paſs through the Alembick, then again put one other Ounce of the Salt into the ſame Water, and by diſtillation paſs it all over as before, and thus repeat this Work of diſtillation four times, in every diſtilla­tion adding an Ounce of the ſaid Salt to that Water: Then will you have at length a Mineral Water vegetated and acuated, with the augmentation of Virtue and Power proceeding from the ſaid moſt precious Vegetable Salt, without which is nothing done.
Our Annotations upon the Receipts are:
1. That the Menſtruums of this Kind are ſimple Vegetable Men­ſtruums of the ſixth Kind, diſſolved in Acids. Take away the Acidi­ty, and it will be a Menſtruum again of the ſixth Kind.
2. That theſe Menſtruums are better made of Aqua fortis, it be­ing an Acid ſtronger than the reſt: yet that they may be alſo made of any other Acid leſs ſtrong, as diſtill'd Vinegar, Spirit of Salt, Sul­phur, &c.
3. That theſe are the beſt of all the ſimple Mineral Menſtruums, both in the facility of making, and excellency of Virtue.
4. That it is much at one, whether the Metal be firſt diſſolved in common Aqua fortis, and then the Vegetable Sal Harmoniack added, or the ſaid Salt firſt, and then the Metal.
[Page] 5. That theſe Aqua regiſſes differ from the common, in that they diſſolve all Metals promiſcuouſly, Silver as well as Gold, and reduce the ſame not into a Calx, but Oyl, which cannot be ſaid of common Aqua regis.
6. That Metals diſſolved in theſe Menſtruums and ſublimed, be­come the greateſt Poyſons belonging to this Art.


The Nineteenth KIND. Mineral Menſtruums compounded of the Philoſophers Spirit of Wine, and Acid Spirits tinging, Spirit of Vitriol, Butter of Antimony, &c.
[Page]
94. Spirit of Vitriol mixt with the Spirit of Wine of Lully. Epiſt. accurtatoria, pag. 327.
THE Spirit of Vitriol is more dry and thick, than the Spirit of the Quinteſſence of Aqua ardens, and great affinity there is between the Spirit of Vitriol, and the Nature of Gold, becauſe they are both derived from the ſame Principles with Minerals: The Spirit therefore of Vitriol being joyned with the Spirit of Aqua ardens, inſpiſſates it, and makes it ſuddenly adhere to Gold, ſo as to be fixed with it; and believe me, this is a very excellent way of Abbreviation.
Annotations.
THis Difference you may obſerve between the Simple and Com­pounded Mineral Menſtruums; The Simple diſſolve only, but the Compounded do both diſſolve and tinge things diſſolved; for they are in a wonderful manner exalted by things tinging, and made many degrees better, ſo as to have enough to ſerve themſelves, and others alſo, and therefore may deſervedly be called graduated, as well as graduatory Waters. Hitherto we have treated of the Simple; In  [...] [Page] Nineteenth Kind, we are to conſider them as Compounded, of two Spirits, Oyley and Acid tinging, as in the preſcribed Receipt of the Spirits of Philoſophical Wine and Vitriol mix'd together, and in­timately joyned by two or three diſtillations. The Preparation is moſt eaſie, in which notwithſtanding it will not be impertinent to take no­tice of this one thing; that both Spirits muſt be without Phlegm, and exquiſitely rectified according to the Advice of the following Anonymus. A burning Oleity is made out of Wine, therefore it participates with Sulphur, and herein is indeed the greateſt vir­tue of the Metallick Nature, which it drew and conceived from the Earth; and as this Oleity, the Spirits that is, are much more agil than the Spirits of other things; therefore their Virtues are much more agil than the Virtues of other things: but yet you muſt know that thoſe Spirits (as ſaith the Text of Alchymy, and as indeed the truth is) which come out of Vegetables and Animals, conduce not to Alchymy as they are in a Vegetable Nature, but it is requiſite for them to attain to a Metallick Nature by many depurations and diſtillations, and then they are ſerviceable to it: Therefore is there one on­ly ſtone, and one foundation neceſſary to the Art, namely, the Metallick virtue, though ſometimes Vegetable and Animal things are taken, yet they do not remain in a Vegetable or A­nimal Nature, but are tranſmuted into a Metallick and Sul­phureous Nature, which contains a Metallick Virtue. Where­upon, ſaid Ferrarienſis, cap. 20. ſuarum Quoeſtionum: It is im­poſſible to coagulate Argent vive, without Sulphur, or ſome­thing that hath a ſulphureous Nature, becauſe Sulphur is the coagulum of Argent vive, and if there be ſulphureities in Wine, having a burning faculty, it argues there is a Metallick Nature in it: wherefore ſome do operate in Wine and Gold or Silver, to extract out of the Wine its moſt ſubtil Spirit, ſtrengthning the virtue of Gold with it, that ſo the Spirits may be fixed with it, by which conſequently the Tincture of the Gold is di­lated and multiplied, and of a certain there is a very great co­herence or participation between the Spirits of Wine and the Spirits of Gold, they being both of a hot Nature, and there­fore the Spirits of Wine are inſeparably fixed with Gold; yet it is to be noted, that the Spirits of middle Metals, as Vitriol, &c. are of larger fixation, and more nearly allied to Gold, both [Page] ſpringing as it were out of one Fountain, namely, out of the Mines of Metals, than the Spirits of Wine, which proceed from a Vegetable Nature; though the Spirits of Wine are more agil and ſubtil. Some therefore do compound the Spirits of them, ſo as to joyn the Spirits of Vitriol with the Spirits of Wine, to inſpiſſate one with the other, and to make them more eaſily united to Gold: But he that intends to operate with theſe things, muſt take the ſtrongeſt Spirits, and the pureſt Matters, ſo that the Spirits muſt be exactly purified before they are fixed with Gold or Silver. Anonym. de Principiis Natur. & Arte Al­chym. pag. 30. Syntagm. Hermon. Rhenani,
Not only the rectified Spirit of Vitriol, but every Acid Spirit is here effectual, provided it be tinging, and mixed with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, thereby to be made a Menſtruum of the ſame Kind. 'Tis thus made:

95. The Butter of Antimony mix'd with the Spi­rit of Wine of Baſilius. Pag. 88. Currus Triumphalis Antim.
TAke of Common Mercury moſt purely ſublimed, of Anti­mony, equal parts, grind, mix and diſtil by a Retort, which retains the Spirits, three times; rectifie this Oyl with the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine, and it is prepared, and of a Blood-colour; in the beginning it was white, and thickens as Ice or melted Butter. This Oyl hath done many wonderful things; yet the Virtue, Faculty, and Operation of it hath al­ways appeared, making an ill thing good.
This Compoſition, though given by Baſilius, as a Medicine, not as a Menſtruum, yet is by Paracelſus in Libro de Gradationibus, deſcribed as ſuch.

96. The Water of the fourth Gradation of Paracelſus. Libro de Gradationibus, pag. 131.
[Page]
TAke of Antimony one pound, of Mercury Sublimate, half pound, diſtil both together with a violent Fire through an Alembick, and a redneſs willl aſcend like Blood, thick, which tingeth and graduates any Luna into Sol, and brings this pale Colour to the higheſt degree, of a permanent Colour.
Though Paracelſus thought it not always neceſſary to admoniſh his Diſciples of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine as an addition in his Compoſitions, yet nevertheleſs ought I to declare to you the neceſſary addition of this Spirit in this Menſtruum, that you may not err; for without it, it would be of no conſequence, but rather a dammage to you in the more ſecret Chymy:
The Adepts made ſometimes Menſtruums of this Kind, not with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but the Matter of it, name­ly, ſome Vegetable Oleoſum, Thus;

97. The Water of the ſixth Gradation of Paracelſus. Libro de Gradationibus, pag. 132.
TAke of Sulphur vive, two pounds, of Linſeed Oyl, four pounds, boyl them to a Compoſition (commonly called the Liver of Sulphur) which muſt be diſtilled into an Oyl (by a peculiar and Philoſophical manual Operation, appertaining to the making of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine:) To this muſt be added again the ſame quantity of Sulphur vive, and boyl'd as before to a Compoſition, and digeſted in Horſe-dung for a Month, or if longer, better: Then muſt be added of Sal Niter, Vitriol, Alume (Ingredients of Aqua fortis) Flos Aeris, Crocus of Mars, Cinabar, (to increaſe the Tincture of the Sulphur) of each half a Verto (einem halben vierling, that is, a fourth part of half a pound, or two ounces) diſtil whatſoever will aſcend, and take away the Liquors, the Oyls only being kept (not [Page]Oyl, but Oyls, becauſe they are two, White and Red) which muſt be put into a glaſs Cucurbit, the Species being added, as before, and the Caput mortuum pulverized; diſtil them again together as before; then pour the diſtillation back to the Faeces, and let it be putrified again for a Month, and diſtilled again: Then the Colours being evacuated or ſeparated (the Red from the White) keep the Red, and rectifie it as is requiſite, in which let Plates of Luna be digeſted a due time, and then reduced by cupellation.
Paracelſus ſometimes made this Oyl or Fire of Sulphur by it ſelf, without other tinging things for the graduating of pretious Stones as well as Metals. It is come to that, ſaith he, pag. 200. Lib. de Sulph. that the Spirit of Tranſmutation hath given his Receipt of making a Liver or Lung out of Linſeed Oyl and Sulphur: The diſtillation of this Lung or Liver is done many ways; but it is ſound by operating, that this Liver yields a Milk nothing differing from common Milk, being thick and fat; it yielded alſo a red Oyl like Blood: This Milk and that Blood confounded not their Colour and Eſſence by diſtillation, but remained diſtinct and ſeparate one from the other, the White ſetling to the bottom, and the Red aſcending to the top: Now Art has been ſolicitous in making Silver out of the White or Milk, and out of the Red, Gold; but to me it is plain that never any thing could be either by the Ancient or Modern Philoſophers done with the White or Milk (of Sulphur) I do therefore affirm that Milk to be dead, and nothing contained in it: But as to the Red Oyl which yields the Liver, obſerve, every Criſtal or Beril being firſt well poliſhed or purified, &c. (See the fourth Book concerning the Ʋſe of this Oyl in the Gradu­tions of Pretious Stones) exalts Gems even to the higheſt de­gree, yea higher than they can be exalted by Nature: Here alſo note, that all Silver put into it a due time, at length grows black, and leaves a golden Calx, yet not fixed before its exact time, but a volatile and immature thing; but if it hath its time, it performs all things feaſible, whereof no more muſt be here declared. Thus therefore obſerve of Sulphur, if it be taken into degrees, the more ſubtil, clearer, higher, and of quicker operation it is, the higher and better it is: This way are Metals and Stones made. He that is about to attempt it, [Page] muſt not think, but know himſelf able; for it is, as to Opera­tion, the moſt dangerous Labour in all Alchymy, and there­fore requires notable Experience, and repeated Practice, nor muſt he proceed by Hear-ſay, but by much Experience, &c.
Yet not being ſatisfyed with the ſtrength of this Oyl in this twelfth gradation, he was willing to exalt it yet higher with other tinging things, as Flores Aeris, and Crocus of Mars, by which Paracelſus meant not Common but Philoſophical Medicines. We perceive, ſaith he, Lib. 4. Archid. de Eſſentiis, pag. 16. Verdegreaſe is accoun­ted the Quinteſſence of Venus, whereas it is not; but the Cro­cus of Venus is a Quinteſſence ſo to be underſtood. Flos Aeris is a (common) tranſmutation with a thick and ſubtil ſubſtance toge­ther, extracted out of the whole Complexion of Copper, where­fore it can be no Quinteſſence; but the Crocus of Venus, as we have taught, is a true Quinteſſence, it being a potable thing, without corroſion, and in mixtion divided from the Body, very ſubtil, yea more than I am minded here to write, to avoid pro­lixity. So alſo the Crocus of Mars and the ruſt of it has hither­to been eſteemed a Quinteſſence, it not being ſo; but the (true) Crocus of Mars is the Oyl of Mars, (which is ſometimes in a dry form under the Name of an Eſſence, and called the Philoſophical Crocus of Mars in the ſecond Book of Medicines.

From the Receipts we obſerve.
1. That common Spirit of Vitriol, Butter of Antimony, Arſenick, Tin, &c. mix'd with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, are Philo­ſophical Spirit of Vitriol, Philoſophical Butter of Antimony, &c.
2. That the Menſtruums of this Kind, are the ſame with the Menſtruums of the Fifteenth Kind; but with this difference, name­ly, in that, Philoſophical Vinegar not tinging is prepared, but in this, Philoſophical Vinegar tinging; becauſe theſe are made of the Acid Spirits of things tinging, that is Metals and Minerals; but thoſe of the Acid Spirits of things not tinging, that is Vegetable Salts, and ſome Minerals, whoſe dry part was neither Metal, nor any coloured Body.
3. That theſe Menſtruums are not only diſſolving Waters, but al­ſo gradatory, becauſe prepared with things tinging.
4. That theſe Menſtruums are the Eſſences of things tinging, or Magiſteries diſſolved in an Acid, and conſequently Medicines.
[Page]5. That theſe Menſtruums, may be alſo made of crude Oyls; provided a Man knows the way of preparing the Spirit of Philoſo­phical Wine.
6. That the ſame two Oyls of Sulphur (whereof the Red is an Eſſence, after the way of Paracelſus, that is, the beſt) which Pa­racelſus elſewhere prepares with the moſt ſtrong Aqua fortis, de­ſcribed before in Numb. 91. are here made by the ſame Author, of a crude oyly matter.
7. That Vegetables and Animals as ſuch, and crude, are not Ingredients in Philoſophical Works, but as they are made incom­buſtible, and reduced into a Metallick Nature. The ſaid ſepa­ration, ſaith the Author of Via Veritatis, pag. 253. You muſt well obſerve, for from hence the Ancient Sophi took occa­ſion to inquire into the Three Natures (Three Kingdoms) namely, the Vegetable, Animal, and Mineral; and they ſo much learned from it, that the ſeparation of Natures is nothing elſe but a defect of coction in Nature: Then they conſidered them ſomewhat further, how (for inſtance) thoſe Eſſences, which were moſt weakly cocted by Nature, might be ſuccoured in a Natural way, with common Fire, that the Eſſences which are now combuſtible, may by their Liquors (which the Anci­ents through envy called Mercury, and are black, ſeparated from the Eſſence) be made perfect by Art, ſo as that the Eſ­ſences may remain with the Liquor ſafe and ſecure from burn­ing, and the Liquor not be able to ſeparate it ſelf from the Eſ­ſence: This the Ancients called our Sulphur; for according to this preparation, the Eſſence is no more Vegetable, nor Ani­mal, but now by coction made a Mineral Eſſence, and there­fore called Sulphur. And afterwards, pag. 264. he thus pro­ceeds, One Nature is more cocted by its moiſture with its Elementary Fire, than another, whereof the Vegetable Nature is in coction the leaſt, becauſe the Eſſence of it is eaſily burn­ed, and the Liquor alſo is moſt eaſily ſeparated from the Ele­mentary Fire, by the help of common Fire. The Animal Na­ture) is in coction not much unlike the former (Vegetable Na­ture) the Eſſence of it being likewiſe eaſily burned, and there­fore [Page] the Mineral Nature is in coction the higheſt, becauſe the Metalick Liquor will be more and better united by coction with the Elementary Fire, than the other two aforeſaid Na­tures: Wherefore alſo, Metals do reſiſt common Fire, better than the other things comprehended under a Vegetable and Animal Nature, as you may ſee by Metals put into Fire, which do not Flame as Wood; for the Eſſence of it is not ſo cocted with Liquor, as the Metalick moiſture with its Eſſence; and the conjunction of the Liquor with the Eſſence is not Me­talick, but ſimply Vegetable, which is conſumed in a black Fume. But when the Eſſence hath attained to coction by Na­ture, then it remains not a Vegetable, but is now made a Me­talick, and is now conſumed in a white Fume by common Fire, no otherwiſe than as you ſee in perfect Metals, when they are melted in Fire, diſperſe a white Fume from them. Now conſider, ſaith Chortalaſſeus, or the Author of Arca ar­cani Artificioſiſſimi, in his Cabula Chymica, pag. 369. Vol. 6. Th. Chym. by way of advice; how the aforeſaid Speeches of Vegetables and Animals are to be taken, neither of them muſt be rejected; for they differ one from the other no otherwiſe, than that the Vapour is purer, and of greater quantity in one than the other; but you may make the more impure, like to the pure Vapour, for they may by ſubtil management be ſo reduced, that thoſe two, that is, the Animal and Vegetable, in a Watry Body may be taken together with the Mineral Spirit or Vapour, and then the Mineral Spirit ſeparated from the reſt with great diſcretion, which though it ſhews it ſelf in a ſmall quantity, is not­withſtanding of the greateſt Virtue, and clearer than the Light at Noon: In this ſtate will that Spirit if you pleaſe bring the Animal and Vegetable Spirit, ſo as to be like it ſelf. This is the Foundation of the whole Art, that is, for the Vegetable or Animal Spirit to leave its combuſtibi­lity, and become Incorruptible, and Immortal: This is the Key to open all Gates; here you have the true firſt matter of Gems, and Metals: Yet if I conſider this thing right­ly, it is not the firſt Matter, but a threefold extraction out of the firſt matter of Gems; and therefore you ought [Page] to praiſe God Eternally, and give him thanks in making you worthy of this matter, and vouchſafing you ſo much underſtanding, whereby to obtain to your uſe that which is the deepeſt in the Earth. I proceed in this firſt matter; which if you make Liquid, and open by the incombuſtible Vegetable Spirit (not common) you will be able to diſſolve Gold, Silver, all Minerals, and Gems in it, and make it melt like Ice in warm Water, deſtroy, mortifie, and re­new it again; by this means I ſay, viſibly obtain, ſee, touch, and perceive an Aſtral Spirit (as a Lanthorn, wherein the Eternal Fire, and Virtue of the higheſt Star of Eternal Wiſdom dwelleth) you will I ſay, with your Eyes behold an inconſumptible Fire, ſhining Night and Day; Sun, Moon, Stars, Carbuncles, and a Splendor exceeding all manner of Fire; and obſerve the perfection of the whole Firmament in it. O man, my Creature! how great a Divine Gift, as that which is above all the Heavens, moſt excellently clear, and is moſt deep in the Earth, may you in a few Hours time obtain, whereas ſhe hath been a vaſt time employ­ed in it, and in ſubtilty is far inferior to you, &c. The ſame Author of this firſt matter in his Ruſticus. pag. 308. of the ſaid Volume, thus: This Doctrine certainly is very wor­thy of Obſervation; for many Notable Men, do herein err, thinking they have the firſt matter, when they have ob­tained the Philoſophers Mercury, or Salt of Metals: For the firſt matter is made when the Man and Woman are joyned together, witneſs Count Bernhard, ſaying: Then is the Conjunction called the firſt Matter, and not before; that is, of the Stone, and all Metals; concerning which ſee Turba: For before this is done, we do according to the foundation of Nature, and with good reaſons deſervedly reject Animals and Vegetables, as things extraneous, and con­trary and ineffectual to our Work, and our Stone we place rightly among Minerals.
8. That both Spirits ought to be warily mixed, becauſe of the danger of overmuch efferveſcence.
[Page]9. That theſe Menſtruums are by digeſtion made ſweet, and cal­led the ſweet Spirit of Vitriol, ſweet Butter of Antimony.
10. That the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine is ſometimes not expreſſed in the Receipts of Menſtruums; but it appears by collateral places, and neceſſity requires it to be underſtood.


The Twentieth KIND. Mineral Menſtruums Compounded of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and other tinging things; Vitriol, Cina­bar, Antimony, Lapis Haematites, &c.
[Page]
98. Oyl of Vitriol of Baſilius. Cap. 6. Sect. 2. Libri de Concluſionibus.
TAke Hungarian Vitriol, diſſolve it in diſtilled Water, coagulate, criſtallize, repeat five times, and ſo purge it from the Salts, Alume, and Niter: This Vitriol thus purged, diſtil with the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine to a red Oyl, which ferment with Spiritual Gold; add to it, its part of the Mercury of Stibium, and you have a Tin­cture for Man, and reducing Luna into Sol. Viſitando Inferi­ora Terroe, Rectificando (que) Invenies Occultum Lapidem, Veram Medicinam.
Annotations
THE Antecedent Kind contained Mineral Menſtruums, compounded of Acid Spirits containing a Metalick Tincture in them; in thus preſent we uſe the Bodies of theſe Spirits, to make the Menſtruums a degree better. For a Tincture, for Example [Page] extracted out of the dry part or body of Vitriol diſtilled, with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine is an Eſſence, which being in the ſame diſtillation diſſolved in its own Acid Part, produced a Menſtru­um of this Kind; whereas in the Precedent Kind, that ſmall quan­tity of Copper, diſſolved or contained in common Spirit of Vitriol, and elevated with a violent Fire, is by the Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine reduced not into the Eſſence, but Magiſtery, little effectu­al as well through the ſmalneſs of its quantity as Tincture: This preſent Oyl of Vitriol is not the leaſt eſteemed among the Secrets of Baſilius, and therefore we will a little more exactly conſider his moſt clear deſcription, that by his more abundant Light, we may Illu­ſtrate darker places. Firſt, Baſilius bids us purifie Roman Vitriol by divers ſolutions, and coagulations; which purification is neceſſary to ſeparate the Vitriol from ſtrange Duſt, Droſs, and other imper­tinent Offals; yet this we think Superfluous, when the Vitriol is pure­ly criſtallized, for the Tereſtreity ſetling in the diſſolution of Vi­triol, is not Foeces, but Copper, leſs diſſolved than the reſt, and left by the Acid, being too much diluted with common Water: The Vi­triol being purified, he enjoyns to be diſtilled with the Spirit of Wine into a red Oyl.
He reduced not only Natural Vitriol, but alſo Artificial Vitriols made of Metals into ſuch Oyls. The Sugar or Vitriol of Saturn he diſtills together with the Spirit of Wine into a red Oyl, curing Me­lancholy, the French Diſeaſe, &c. Coagulating and fixing Mercu­ry, but, if fixed with the Mercury of Mars, tinging thirty parts of Mercury into Gold. Libro de Conclu. Tract. 2. Sect. 1, Cap. 1, de Sul­phure Saturni. The ſame way, ſaith he, is a red ſweet Oyl tin­ging Saturn into Gold, to be diſtilled out of Sugar or Vitriol of Jupiter, in the following Chapter, which he repeats in Sect. 2. Cap. 2. de Vitriolis Saturni & Jovis. Argent vive he diſſolves in Aqua fortis, and being reduced into Criſtal or Vitriol, diſtils with the Spirit of Wine rectify'd before with the Salt of Tartar (the Men­ſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 18.) into a ſweet Oyl, curing the French Pox, Old Ʋlcers, Palſie, &c. to be joyned to Martial Tin­ctures in the Tranſmutation of Metals. Sect. 2. Cap. 5. de Vitriolo Mercurii: The more fixed Metals, Gold and Silver he diſtills in Bal­neo Regis (in Numb. 89.) through an Alembick, which, the Men­ſtruum being drawn off, he reduceth into Volatile Vitriols, to be [Page] diſtilled with the Spirit of Wine into Oyls. Sect. 2. Cap. 1. De Vi­triolo Solis et Luna. The more dry Metals, Iron and Copper, he preſcribes to be diſtilled into the ſame Oyls, but omits the way of di­ſtilling. Sect. 1. Cap. 3. De Sulphuribus Martis & Veneris, Sect. 2. Cap. 3. De Vitriolo Martis. Cap. 4. De Vitriolo Veneris; but the following Kind of Menſtruum will prove that they are to be diſtilled with Philoſophical Vinegar: By theſe places compared together, we are better aſſured of divers things: Firſt that the Oyl of Vitriol is not any common Acid of Vitriol, though drawn out of Vitriol moſt exquiſitely purify'd, for the ſame Oyls may be made with the Vitri­ols of all Metals by the ſame Spirit of Wine. Secondly, that common Spirit of Wine is altogether uſeleſs to this Work; but that the Phi­loſophical, or Menſtruum rather deſcribed in Numb. 18. is meant by Baſilius by the Spirit of Wine. Moreover, that the Vitriols of Saturn and Jupiter do yield ſweet Oyls, becauſe made of ſome weak Acid, namely, common Vinegar, which is eaſily altered or tranſmu­ted by this Philoſophical Menſtruum. But that the Oyls of the o­ther Metals, being made with ſtronger Acids, either Philoſophical Vinegar, or Mineral Menſtruums do remain Acid, eſpeciaily the preſent Oyl of Vitriol, in the diſtillation of which, the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or Vegetable Menſtruum is diſſolved by the Natural Acid, or common Oyl of Vitriol, and with ſuch a prevalent Acidity, aſcends in the form of a red Oyl. Laſtly, that this Oyl of Vitriol is commended to us by Baſilius as a Menſtruum to be fer­mented with Gold; which we would have you take ſpecial notice of; for Baſilius hath here and there in his Books diſcovered many nota­ble things concerning the Menſtruum of Vitriol, but moſt rarely ad­viſed the diſtillation of it with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine; yet without which all Proceſſes and Labours, all Endeavours and ex­periments are vain, and of no importance in the more Secret Chy­my.
For the making this Oyl of Vitriol the Adepts ſometimes diſſolved it in the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine; which afterwards being cri­ſtallized, they called Vitriol corrected or graduated. Of this cor­rection or graduation of Vitriol Paracelſus, thus: The Deſcription of Vitriol, ſaith he, is to be directed to Medicine and Alchymy: In Medicine it is an excellent Remedy: In Alchymy it is good for many other things; but the Art of Medicine and Alchymy, con­ſiſts[Page]in the preparation of Vitriol: For the Crude is not ſuch, but like Wood, out of which any thing may be carved. Lib. de Vi­triolo, pag. 200. At firſt, he proceeds, the Spirit of Vitriol being obtained, the cuſtom was to graduate it to the higheſt, where­with being exalted, they cured the Epilepſie, whether new or old, in Men and Women, of what condition ſoever, &c. But let us return to the beginning, how the Spirit of Vitriol was found; Firſt they diſtilled the moiſt Spirit of Vitriol by it ſelf from the Colcothar, then they extended its degree by diſtilling and cir­culating it alone to the higheſt, as the proceſs teacheth: Thus the Water began to be uſed for ſeveral Diſeaſes, as well Inter­nal as External, as alſo for the Falling Sickneſs; ſo a wonder­ful Cure was performed: But thoſe that came after were much more diligent in the extraction; for they took the Spirit of Vi­triol, corrected as before, and diſtill'd it with the Colcothar eight or ten times with a moſt ſtrong Fire; ſo the dry Spirits were mixed with the moiſt: They urged the work ſo long, con­tinually and without intermiſſion extracting, till the dry Spirits were over; then they graduated both Spirits, the moiſt as well as the dry, in a Phial together their own time: This Medicine they found to be of much greater operation againſt Diſeaſes, that they confounded all the Humoriſts in general: Yet is there ſome correction by Artiſts added by Spirit of Wine, for better penetration ſake, but of no higher degree: But I will commu­nicate to you my proceſs, which I commend to all Phyſitians, eſpecially for the Epilepſie, which hath the only cure in Vitri­ol; wherefore even the Charity of our Neighbour, requires us to appoint the more diligent care in that Diſeaſe: Now my Proceſs is for the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine to be imbibed by the Vitriol, and then diſtilled, as I ſaid, from the dry and moiſt Spirits, &c. But you muſt further know, that the aforeſaid Re­ceipts of making the moiſt Spirit of Vitriol cannot be more clear­ly deſcribed; for an Artiſt is required to underſtand it; thoſe ſordid Boylers do not in the leaſt underſtand a thing of ſo great moment. You muſt expect ſufficient information of all things, from Artiſts (of the more ſecret Chymy) Alchymiſts and Operators, ſo alſo to be more inſtructed by the ſame in the way of correcting the Spirit of Wine.
Baſilius in his Elucidat. 12. Clavium. Where he made the following Menſtruum ſpoke of ſuch a graduated Vitriol, not common.

99. A Menſtruum of Baſilius made of Hunga­rian Vitriol. In Elucid. 12. Clavium.
[Page]
IF you have obtained ſuch a highly graduated and well prepared Mineral, called Vitriol, moſt humbly beſeech God to give Underſtanding and Wiſdom for the ſucceſs of your Intention, and when you have calcined it, put it into a Retort well luted: Diſtil it at firſt with a ſlow Fire, then increaſe it, and the White Spirit of Vitriol will appear in the form of a horrid Fume or Wind, and paſseth into the Receiver ſo long as any of the ſame Matter is in it: And take Notice, that in this Wind are hidden all the Three Princi­ples, proceeding from one and the ſame Habitation; it is not neceſsary therefore to be always diving in pretious Things, becauſe by this Means a nearer way to the Myſte­ries of Nature lies open, and is obvious to all Men apt to learn Art and Wiſdom. Now if you can well and purely ſeparate and free this Expelled Spirit by the way of Diſtilla­tion, from its terrene Moiſture, then will you find in the bottom of the Glaſs Treaſure, and the Fundamentals of all the Philoſophers, hitherto known to few, which is a Red Oyl ponderous as Lead or any Gold whatſoever, as thick as Blood, of a burning and fiery quality, which is the true Fluid Gold of the Philoſophers, which Nature com­pacted of the Three Principles, in which are found Spirit, Soul, and Body, and it is Philoſophical Gold, that (Spi­rit of Philoſophical Wine) excepted, with which the Diſsolu­tion of it is performed, &c.
Cinabar the Adepts ſometimes added to the Vitriol thus.

100. The Mineral Menſtruum of Iſaacus. Pag. 59. Manus Philoſ.
[Page]
TAke of the Roman Vitriol calcined to Redneſs, and Cinaber an equal quantity, mix and pulverize, then pour Aqua Vitae to them, diſtill and cohobate up­on the Caput Mortuum three or four times.
The ſame Menſtruum hath Lully in Magia Naturali, but inſtead of the Caput mortuum, he takes new Species in every Rectification.

101. The Stinking Menſtruum of Lully made of Vitriol and Cinabar. Pag. 371. Magiae Naturalis.
AFter the Fourth Diſtillation of the Water aforeſaid (Aqua Vitae or Ardens made of Philoſophical Wine) Diſtill ſeven times with an equal weight of good Ci­nabar and Vitriol, putting in new things every time con­ſtantly, and drying the Matter of the Stone (Vitriol and Ci­nabar) well in every Diſtillation, before you pour in the Aqua (Vitae) &c.

102. The ſame Stinking Menſtruum of Lully. Epiſt. Accurtatoria Pag. 327.
THe Vegetable Stone being Diſtilled (the Vegetable Menſtruum or rather Aqua ardens, or the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) till the Water is free from Phlegme, and that commonly is in the fifth time, take an equal Weight of Vitriol very clear, and of the beſt Cinabar, mix and grind them well together, dry the Matter in the Sun, till all the moiſture is exhaled; then caſt in your Water, and Diſtil firſt with a gentle Fire, [Page] and ſtrong in the end, as the cuſtom is in preparing the Phi­loſophers Acute Water; and then the Spirits or Quinteſ­ſence of Vitriol and Cinabar, which do principally make the Mineral Stone (Mineral Menſtruum) do mix and joyn toge­ther with the Spirit of the Quinteſsence of Aqua Ardens, which Spirit is the Vegetable Stone; and this continue ten Times, beginning after the fifth (five times after the fifth Rectification of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) and ſo con­tinue the Diſtillations five times with thoſe Bodies (Vitriol and Cinabar:) And you muſt remember to make the things tho­rough dry, before you put them into the Water, ſo that all the Water (all the Phlegme) muſt be dried up (evaporated) and the Spirits remain, which muſt be joyned together, be­cauſe of the ſtrength of the Aqua Ardens; and every Diſtil­lation you muſt put in new things.
To Vitriol and Cinabar he ſometimes added Niter; thus he made this, call'd

103. The Stinking Menſtruum of Lully made of com­mon Vitriol, Cinabar, and Niter. In Clavicula. Pag. 299. Vol. 3. Th. Chym.
TAke of Roman Vitriol calcined to Redneſs three Pounds, of Salt Peter one Pound, of Cinabar three Ounces, grind all together upon a Marble, then put the Matter in a thick and ſtrong Body (Cucurbit) and pour Aqua Vitae ſeven times Rectify'd upon it, and put it in Horſe Dung fifteen days, the Veſsel being well Sealed: Then Di­ſtil with a ſoft Fire, till you have all the Water in the Re­ceiver, then increaſe the Fire till the Head (Alembick) be red, then ſtrengthen the Fire till the Head (Alembick) be white, then let the Veſsel cool, take away the Receiver, Seal it very well with Wax, and keep it for occaſion: Take Notice that the Menſtruum ought to be ſeven times rectify'd by Diſtillation, every time caſting away the Feces, before it be made uſe of.
Beſides the Ingredients of Aqua Fortis and Cinabar, he ſome­times adds alſo Tartar calcined thus,

104. The Stinking Menſtruum of Lully made of Vitriol, Niter, Alume, Tartar, and Cinabar. In Experimento 26.
[Page]
TAke Aqua Vitae ſo hot as to burn a Linnen Cloth, then take Vitriol free from all Phlegme, ſo as to Boyl upon Fire without Liquefaction (Vitriol calcin'd the common way) the beſt Sal Niter, Roch Alume dephlegmed and dried, one Pound of all the aforeſaid, of white Tartar calcined, and Cinabar of each half a Pound, grind and ſift every one ſeverally through a Sieve; then mix, and put the Matter into a Retort, pouring the aforeſaid Aqua Vitae up­on it, put a Receiver to it, the Joynts being very cloſe, and the Luting firſt thoroughly dried: The Receiver muſt be large, as thoſe, wherein Aqua Fortiſes are commonly diſtil­led: Now the Luting being dried, make a gentle Fire at firſt, till the Retort grows warm, then continue the Di­ſtillation in this degree, that you may pronounce ten words between each drop of the Diſtilling Water, and when it will Diſtill no more with that Degree of Fire, increaſe the Fire ſo as to return the Diſtillation again to the ſame ten Words as at firſt; and this degree continue, till the Diſtillation in­creaſeth again, and laſtly, increaſe the Fire with Wood, co­vering the Retort round about with Tiles above, that it may have a Fire of Reverberation; but this obſerve, the Retort muſt firſt be ſtrengthened on all ſides with ſtrong Lu­ting, before this Diſtillation is begun, and when the Di­ſtillation is begun, and when the Diſtillation is, it ought to be placed in a convenient Fornace, with an open Neck; but it would be beſt and moſt commodious in this Work, if the Receiver of this Diſtilling Water could be handſomly ſet in a Baſon full of cold Water, but if that cannot be, you muſt at leaſt lay Linnen Cloths dip'd in Water upon the Receiver again and again oftentimes; thus the Receiver may not be broken by the violence of the Spirits, all which particulars mark well. The Diſtillation being ended, let [Page] the Veſsels cool, and keep the Receiver with the Water very cloſe ſtopped. Then take the ſame Mineral dried, and prepared as before, in the ſame order and meaſure, which grind together, and put into a Retort, as before, and pour the Water a little before Diſtilled upon it, fit a Receiver to it, the Joynts being very well Luted, as before, and ha­ving dried the Luting, put Fire under, the Diſtillation be­ing compleated, take again New Materials of the ſame Weight, and put them again into a Retort with their own Water, and Diſtil, as before, with the ſame Degrees of Fire; which being done, and the Veſſel cold, take away the Receiver, and keep it carefully with its Diſtilled Water firmly ſtopped: For you will have a Phyſical Mineral Water, or Stinking Menſtruum with its Form: This Water hath the power of Calcining, and at the ſame time diſſolving all Metals with the preſervation of their Vegetative Form: Many Experiments we have herewith both ſeen and done.
Iſaacus Hollandus to augment the ſtrength of theſe Menſtru­ums, did rather add ſome tinging Minerals to the Vitriol, than the Acidity of Niter and Alume. Thus he prepared a Menſtru­um called,

105. The Diſſolving Water for the Red, of the firſt Deſcription of Iſaacus. Cap. 103. Oper. Min.
TAke of Roman Vitriol ſix parts, of Lapis Haematites, Crocus Martis, Cinabar, Aes uſtum, Mineral An­timony, of each one part, being well dried, mix, and putting them into a Retort, pour four Pounds of Recti­fy'd Aqua Vitae to them, Diſtill and Cohobate three times upon the Caput Mortuum pulverized.
The following Menſtruum being like this, proves it to be of a ſanguine colour.

106. The Diſſolving Water for the Red of the ſecond Deſcription of Iſaacus. Cap. 45.3. Oper. Miner.
[Page]
TAke of Mineral Antimony, Aes uſtum, Crocus Martis, Cinabar, of each two parts, of Vitriol the weight of all, being all dried and mix'd together, pour to them of Aqua Vitae moſt purely rectified, the height of two hands; the Veſſel being cloſe luted, digeſt in Balneo the ſpace of ten days, ſtirring the Matter three or four times every day, that it may be the better incorporated with the Aqua Vitae; theſe ten days being ended, and an Alembick put on, Di­ſtill with a gentle Fire, but at laſt with a moſt ſtrong Fire twelve hours together, that all the tinged Spirits may a­ſcend with the Aqua Vitae: This proceſs repeat, always Di­ſtilling the Water with new Matters, till it becomes Red as Blood.
To theſe two we will add alſo a third Menſtruum of this ſort.

107. A Diſſolving Water for the Red of the third Deſcription of Iſaacus. Cap. 61.3. Oper. Min.
TAke of Roman Vitriol, Cinabar, of each one part, of Crocus Martis, Lapis Haematites, Aes uſtum, Verde­greece, of each half a part; calcine the Vitriol firſt. If you have a mind, you may extract the Tincture out of Mi­neral Antimony with (Philoſophical Vinegar) and being ſepa­rated from the Vinegar, add it to the former Species, as alſo as much Aqua Vitae twelve times rectify'd as ſufficeth; the Veſſel being well luted, digeſt in Balneo ſeven or eight times, then having put on an Alembick, and luted the Joynts well, Diſtill with a gentle Fire two days, then a ſtronger two days more, then the ſpace of three days, that the Glaſs may be [Page] hot; the Glaſſes being cold, take out the Caput Mortuum, which being well pulverized, digeſt with the Diſtilled Wa­ter for the ſpace of eight days, then Diſtill the firſt day gent­ly, the ſecond more ſtrongly, the third moſt ſtrongly for the ſpace of twenty four hours, that the Glaſs may be red hot; then let it cool, the Diſtilled Water digeſt with new Matters, and Diſtill, as before, and that to be three times repeated.
And as theſe Menſtruums were for Red Tinctures, ſo alſo he made ſome for White Tinctures, thus,

108. A Diſſolving Water of Iſaacus for the White. Cap. 76.3. Oper. Min.
TAke of Roch Alume, Lapis Calaminaris, of the Calx of Eggs, an equal quantity, pour to them as much Aqua vitae rectify'd from all Phlegme as ſufficeth, and diſtil, as the Diſſolving Water for the Red.

109 Another Diſſolving Water of Iſaacus for the White. Cap. 48.3. Oper. Min.
TAke of Roach Alume, Lapis Calaminaris, Calx of Eggs, common Arſenick, an equal quantity, being all pul­verized, mix, and to the Powder pour as much A­qua Vitae well rectify'd, as to be the ſpace of three hands a­bove the Matter, diſtil with a gentle Fire, then a ſtronger, laſtly, for twenty four hours ſo as to be red hot; cohobate the diſtillation yet four times upon the Caput Mortuum reduced in­to Powder.
Many ſuch Menſtruums as theſe we meet with in ſeveral places of Iſaacus, in the Deſcriptions of which, tho the Ad­dition of Philoſophical Aqua Vitae or Spirit of Wine be not al­ways expreſs'd, yet that it is to be underſtood in all of them, is evident by the former Receipts of Diſſolving Waters: The Menſtruums following may be Examples, in the firſt place that which is called

110. A Red Water Shining Day and Night of the Firſt Deſcription of Iſaacus. Cap. 153. Lib. 2. Oper. Min. Pag. 528. Vol. 3. Th. Chym.
[Page]
TAke the Crocus of Mars, Antimony as it is dugge out of the Mines, Red Arſenick, of each one Pound, of Au­ripigment one Pound, of Roman Vitriol three Pounds, of Sal Niter as much as the weight of all the reſt: Grind all to­gether into an impalpable Powder; mix one Bound of Sal Armoniack with them, and being well mix'd, put the Mat­ter in an Earthen Veſſel, not glazed within, ſuch as can well endure the Fire, and having put on an Alembick, with a Receiver ſtrongly luted, diſtil Aqua Fortis, as it ſhould be, firſt with a ſmall Fire, then increaſing the Fire by degrees, and a White Water will diſtil, which being diſtilled, the A­lembick will begin to be Red or Yellow; then preſently take away the Receiver, and add another, ſoundly luted, and increaſe your  [...]ire till a White Spirit goes over; it is the Sal Armoniack which goes over laſt of all, and ſtrengthen the Fire ſo long, till the Alembick be altogether clear: When now the Red Spirit goes over, nothing (of Sal Armoniack) goes with it, and ſo ſoon as it is gone over (the White Water) the Spirit and (dry) Water (or Sal Armoniack) go over together, then the Alembick becomes White within, as if it was full of Snow, and then increaſe the Fire till the Spirit and Water are driven through the Beak by Exhalation, as a Man caſts forth his Breath by force; ſo the Spirit and dry Water do breath through the Pipe of the Alembick into the Receiver, and increaſe the Fire, and the Spirit and dry Water being gone over, the Alembick becomes clean, clear, white, and tranſparent; then let it cool, and take it from the Fire, put the Water into a Glaſs, and ſtop it cloſe. Take the Caput Mortuum, grind it to a fine Powder, put it in pure clear Water for two hours, let it ſettle, pour off the clear, and pour it upon pure clear Water again, as before, and let it boyl an hour, as before; then let it ſettle again, add it again [Page] to the former, caſt away the Feces, and that which you poured out (the Solution) evaporate, and a yellow Powder will remain, weigh it, add as much Sal Niter, and mix them together, put them into a Glaſs, pour your Diſtilled Water (or Menſtruum) upon it, put on an Alembick ſtrongly luted all over, adding a Receiver, and leave it three days upon thee Fornace (to Digeſt) before you put Fire under, then kindle your Fire, and Diſtill firſt with a ſmall Fire, then ſometimes a greater, till the White Spirit is gone over, then ceaſe, and you have a Red Water ſhining Day and Night, which diſſolves fixed Luna, as Luna is commonly diſſolved, and it will take a Tincture as the pureſt Sol that ever was ſeen, yea, it tingeth all White Metals of the colour of Sol.

111. A Red Water ſhewing Light by Night of the Second Deſcription of Iſaacus. Cap. 44. Oper. Min. Pag. 458. Vol. 3. Th. Chym.
TAke of Roman Vitriol three Pounds, of Cinabar, Verde­greſe, Ceruſſe, of each half a Pound, of Crocus Martis, La­pis haematites of each four Ounces, of Sal Niter as much, as the whole Maſs (five Pounds) pulverize and mix them well to­gether; divide the Maſs into three parts, and of one part make an Aqua fortis, which pour upon the powder of another part; diſtill Aqua fortis again, and pour it upon the third powder, and diſtill Aqua fortis again; which being done, pulverize all the three Caput Mortuums. Take the Water of Sal armoniack, which I ſhall teach you below to make (but we have already declar'd it in Numb. 81.) wherewith grind the aforeſaid powder ſo fine, as that a Painter may paint with it, then dry it in your Dry Stove in glaſs Diſhes being dried, grind it dry upon a Stone, and put it into an earthen Pot, and pour the Aqua fortis (before diſtilled) up­on it; diſtill firſt with a gentle fire the ſpace of twenty four hours, then increaſe (the Fire) as yet 24 hours more, then increaſe till it begins to ſhine, then keep it in the ſame [Page] fiery brightneſs ſix hours more, then let it cool, take it away from the Fire, and ſtop the Receiver well: Then grind and pulverize the Caput Mortuum upon a Stone with Vinegar diſtilled, and extract the Salt or Element of Earth out of the Feces; put the Salt into a Glaſs, pour yout A­qua fortis upon it, the Alembick and Receiver being very cloſe, put the Glaſs in Sand in a Kettle with Water (in Bal­neo) diſtill all that will diſtill, when no more diſtilleth, let the Balneo boil a day and a night whether it drops or no: Then let it cool, remove it from the Fire, put it in Aſhes, uſe firſt a weak Fire for 12 hours, then increaſe the Fire yet 12 hours more; then let it be moderately hot, and let it be ſo for ſix hours; then let it cool, take it from the Fire, and cover it well, and having taken away the Feces or Salt, grind them very ſmall with Diſtill'd Vinegar, put it into a Stone Jugge, and a good part of the Diſtillation be­ing poured to it, put it in Balneo, doing as was taught be­fore; ſee if it hath yet any Feces, and make the Salt clear; put it again in a Glaſs, pour on the Aqua fortis again, do e­very way as before, three or four times, and all your Mat­ter or Earth will diſtill with the Aqua fortis, then take it from the Fire, ſtop cloſe, and keep it well: For you have a pretious Water, above all the Waters that ever I heard of; and believe me in good faith I have ſeen and done alſo my ſelf wonderful things with this Water: This Water I have reduced to a Red Chriſtalline Stone, which would give light by night, ſo as that my Friends might ſee to eat and drink by it. Keep it well for uſe, and eſteem it as the moſt ſecret Water of all you have.
The Method of making ſuch Shining Menſtruums is better perceived by the following Water.

112. A Red and Shining Aqua fortis of the Third Deſcription of Iſaacus. Cap. 72. 1. Oper. Min. Pag. 354. Vol. 3. Th. Chym.
[Page]
TAke of Vitriol clarified and purified from its Feces, of Sal Niter, an equal quantity, diſtill an Aqua fortis out of them according to Art, then take the Caput Mortuum out of the Glaſs, and reduce it to a fine Powder; then grind it upon a Stone, then put it in common Diſtill'd Water, and draw out all the Salt, then filter it, that you may have it clean from Feces; congeal again, and being congealed, make it an impalpable Powder, and put the Powder into a Glaſs, and then pour that Aqua fortis again upon the Powder which you diſtill'd from thence, and di­ſtill again all that will diſtill: Then take out the Caput Mor­tuum again, grind it to Powder as before, and do in all things as before; this Operation repeat, till you have diſtil­led all the Salt within the Aqua fortis: Then have you an ex­cellent Red Water ſhining by night like a clear Fire; then rectifie that Water in Balneo, oftentimes diſtilling, and pour­ing on again, ſo as at laſt to have all the Diſtillation in Bal­neo: Then is your pretious Water prepared, by which you may multiply and open your (Philoſophical) Stone. Theſe Menſtruums are little different, yea almoſt the ſame with the former of Iſaacus, as to the Ingredients as well as Method of preparation, but the addition of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine which Iſaacus preſcribed in thoſe Diſſolving Waters, muſt of neceſſity be underſtood in theſe his Aqua fortiſes; for without this Spirit all theſe Waters would be common, of no Vertue and Ʋſe.

From the Receipts we obſerve:
[Page]
1. That all Tinging Bodies whatſoever being either natural­ly or artificially diſſolved in an Acid, and reduced into Salt or Vitriol by the help of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, do yield the preſent Menſtruums, by theſe two Methods; either by repeated Cohobation, or Simple Diſtillation; but in this lat­ter way it is neceſſary for the Salts or Vitriols of the ſaid Bodies to be firſt graduated, that is, by various Diſſolutions and Coa­gulations joyned with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and then diſtilled, where Caution muſt be had, leſt in this gradati­on of the Vitriol, the Acid, be by Operations leſs neceſſary than convenient debilitated; for ſo you will eaſily prepare Menſtru­ums unexpectedly of the Eighth inſtead of this Kind.
2. That theſe Menſtruums differ from Menſtruums of the Eighth Kind, theſe being Acid, but thoſe Sweet. Diſſolve a Compounded Vegetable Menſtruum of the Eighth Kind in Di­ſtilled Vinegar, Spirit of Sulphur, Common Aqua Fortis, &c. and you will immediately have a Menſtruum of this Kind; on the contrary, debilitate the Acidity of theſe Menſtruums, and they will be tranſmuted into Menſtruums of the Eighth Kind.
3. That theſe Menſtruums are the Eſſences of Things tinging diſſolved in an Acid.
4. That Hungarian Vitriol (Copper naturally diſſolved in an Acid) tho artificially purged from Heterogeneous Salts and Feces, does nevertheleſs as well as other things ting­ing, require the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, in order to be reduced into an Oil ſo excellent in Medicine as well as Alchimy.
5. That it is even much at one by what Acid Copper or any o­ther tinging Body is reduced into Vitriol, provided it be after­wards graduated, that is, mixed with the Spirit of Philoſo­phical Wine: Wherefore you muſt once for always take notice, that not only in the Writings of Baſilius and Paracelſus, but of other Adepts alſo, as in Via Veritatis, &c. in ſeveral places of which you will meet with theſe Phraſes, Things graduated, corrected, exalted, &c. you muſt underſtand not Common [Page] Menſtruums, but prepared with the Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine, and ſo made fit for the Works of the more Secret Chymy.
6. That Roman Vitriol is reduced into ſo Noble an Oil, not by the Spirit of Common but Philoſophical Wine.
7. That theſe Menſtruums do by continued Cohobations be­come moſt red, ſhining by Night ſo, that Men at Supper want no other Light; permanent and multiplying the Philoſophers Stone; but of theſe in their proper places, namely, the Third and Fourth Books.


The One and Twentieth KIND. Compounded Mineral Menſtruums of Simple Mineral Menſtruums and Mercury, the reſt of the Metals, and other Tinging Things.
[Page]
113. The Spirit of Venus or Spirit of Verde­greece of Baſilius. Libr. Partic. de Particul. Veneris.
TAke of Copper as much as you will, of which make Vitriol the common way, or inſtead of it take Com­mon Verdegreece ſold in Shops, which will do the ſame thing; to which being pulverized, pour (Common) Di­ſtilled Vinegar, put it in a heat, decant the Vinegar, being tranſparent and green, to the remainder pour new Vinegar, and repeat the Work, till the Vinegar be tinged, and the Matter remain in the bottom of the Veſſel black; draw off the Vinegar being tinged and gathered together either to drineſs, or to a thin Skin, that the Vitriol may be criſtalli­zed, and you will have the Verdegreece purified (after the common way) to which being pulverized, pour the Juice of Unripe Grapes (Philoſophical Vinegar in Numb. 74.) put it in a gentle heat, and digeſting you will have a tranſparent Sma­gragdine [Page] Tincture, with which is extracted the Red Tincture of Venus, an excellent Colour for Painters. This Tincture being extracted, mix all the Extractions together, and draw off the Phlegme gently, that the Vitriol being very clear (gra­duated) may be criſtallized in a Cold place, whereof if you have a ſufficient quantity, you have alſo enough Matter for the making of the Philoſophical Stone; if perhaps you ſhould doubt to perform ſuch a Myſtery with every (Natural) Vi­triol whatſoever: Concerning this Preparation we lately ſpoke parabolically in Libro Clavium, Capite de Wein Eſſig. where we ſaid: That common Azoth is not the Matter of our Stone, but our Azoth or firſt Matter extracted by common Azoth and Wine, which are the expreſſed Juice of unripe Grapes, whereby the Body of Venus is to be diſſolved and reduced into Vitriol: This is to be well obſerved, for thus you will free your ſelves from many Difficulties. Now out of this Vitriol thus prepared, diſtil a Spirit and Red Oil, &c.
Annotations.
IN the Eighth Kind common Mercury and Metals were ei­ther by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or by ſome ſim­ple Vegetable Menſtruums converted into compounded Ve­getable Menſtruums. In the Twentieth antecedent Kind, tinging Arids diſſolved in Acids are more eaſily diſtilled toge­ther with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine into compounded Mineral Menſtruums: But the preſent Kind volatilizeth the ſaid Bodies, not by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine; but Mi­neral Menſtruums, that the Menſtruums may be thereby made ſooner, eaſier, and of a higher Kind. In the laſt Kind we di­ſtilled natural Vitriol, being macerated in the Spirit of Phi­loſophical Wine, or, which is much more conducible, diſ­ſolved in the ſame Spirit, and reduced into graduated Vi­triol, into a Mineral Menſtruum: For the natural aci­dity of Roman Vitriol for the corroſion of Copper, was in the compoſition of it able and ſtrong enough to diſſolve the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine in the making of the ſaid [Page] Menſtruum; but here in Artificial Vitriols the matter is other­wiſe; for the dry Bodies of Metals co-operating in their Diſſo­lutions do debilitate the acid, and therefore Vitriols, contain­ing this debilitated acidity, are ſcarce fit either for the diſſolu­tion of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or the conſtitution of the preſent Menſtruum: Wherefore the Vitriols of Saturn and Jupiter being made with a common acid, do by virtue of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, yield ſweet Oils, or Vegetable Menſtruums, not at all acid or mineral; for that weak acid re­maining in the Vitriolification of thoſe ſoft Metals, is wholly tranſmuted in the diſſolution of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, as alſo in the very Diſtillation of it ſelf, ſo that Vitriol being artificially made of Copper and Iron by acids, is diſtilled not by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but Mineral Menſtruums, into a Menſtruum of the preſent Kind; but Gold and Silver need not only theſe Mineral or Stronger Menſtruums, but to be likewiſe volatilized by the ſame, and reduced into Volatile Vitriols.
Thus Baſilius in Concluſionibus ſuis. Sect. 2. de Vitriolis. Cap. 1. de Vitriolo Solis & Lunae: reduced Gold and Silver in­to Volatile Vitriol. It is requiſite, ſaith he, firſt to have our Water made of the cold Salt of the Earth (Niter) and the Eagle (Vegetable Sal harmoniack) wherewith Gold and Sil­ver are made ſpiritual, and coagulated into Criſtal, or Me­tallick Vitriol, by which, &c. In Labore primo Libri Reve­lationis, ut & in Elucidatione 12 Clavium, this Vitriol of Sol is more exactly thus deſcribed: Take, ſaith he, of this Water (the Kings Bath or Menſtruum deſcribed above in Numb. 89.) three parts, of the Calx of Gold one part, mixe, put it in a Cucurbit with an Alembick upon hot Aſhes, to be diſſolved, if it be not all diſſolved, pour off the Water and pour on new, and that, till all the Calx is diſſolved in the Water, when it is cold, white Feces ſettle in the bottom, which ſeparate, joyn all the Water together, and digeſt in Balneo a day and a night; then having taken away the Feces, digeſt the ſpace of nine days continually, diſtill away the Water, that the Matter may remain in the bottom like Oyl, the Water diſtilled from it pour on again being heated, di­ſtill, as before, pour on again, diſtill, and this repeat ſome [Page] certain times, thus will (the Menſtruum) be debilitated, then pour new Water to the Matter like Oyl, digeſt a day and a night, diſtill in Sand to an Oyl, pour on Water a­gain being hot; diſtill, and that ſo oft till all the Gold is come over, but this Diſtillation ought to be done in a low Cucurbit, with a flat bottom, put the Golden Water which came over in a cold place, to criſtallize, ſeparate the Water from them. Guido made the Volatile Vitriol of Gold out of Gold ſublimed: The Gold he ſublimed thus: Take of Gold calcined twelve times with three parts of Cinabar, or of Leaf Gold four Ounces, of the Oyl of Salt (the Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 76.) twelve Ounces, diſſolve in aſhes. Draw off the Oyl of Salt from it ſeveral times, putrifie for a Moneth, then diſtill, and all the Gold will be ſublimed, of a Red Colour in the tenth or twelfth Sublimation; but if it will not be ſublimed, joyn all together, and draw off the Phlegme in Balneo, to the remainder add of the Oyl of Tartar per deliquium four Ounces gradually, and force it with a ſtronger Fire, and the Gold will aſcend Red with the Menſtruum, and be precipitated in the bottom of it; decant the Water from the Gold, upon which kindle Recti­fied Spirit of (Common) Wine eight or nine times, to take away all the Acidity of the Oyl of Salt. Pag. 11. Theſaur. Chym. With Gold thus ſublimed he prepared the graduated Vi­triol of Sol by the following Method. Take of Gold ſubli­med four Ounces and a half, pour to it Radical Vinegar (mix'd with the Spirit of Wine) the height of three Fingers, digeſt three days in Balneo, decant the Vinegar, and pour on new, till all be diſſolved, which draw off in Balneo, but beware of too much; put it in a cold Cellar, and the Vitri­ol of Gold will be criſtallized of a Ruby or Granat Colour, more or leſs beautiful, according to the Method of Opera­ting; from which decant the Liquor again to be drawn off to a thin Skin, till you have five Ounces of the Vitriol. Pag. 19. Theſaur. Chym. The ſame way alſo he prepared the Gradua­ted Vitriol of Luna, Pag. 31. as alſo of Mars, Pag. 36. But Jupiter, Pag. 42. Venus, Pag. 45. and Saturn, Pag. 49. he calcin'd onely, and reduc'd them with the aforeſaid Vinegar in­to Graduated Vitriols, out of all which Vitriols may Men­ſtruums [Page] of this Kind be diſtilled, as Baſilius his Spirit of Venus.
Iſaacus diſtilled the Spirit of Saturn out of the Graduated Vitriol of Lead, thus,

114. The Water of Paradiſe of Iſaacus. In Opere Saturni.
TAke of Saturn ten or fifteen Pounds, which no other Metal is mix'd with, beat it into thin Plates, and have a Bottle half full of Vinegar, lute, put it in a warm Balneo, and every three or four days ſcrape the Sa­turn that is calcined from the Plates, gather about five or ſix Pounds of it, grind this calcined Saturn (Ceruſe) with diſtilled (Philoſophical) Vinegar, upon a Marble, ſo as with a Pencil to ſerve for a Picture, then take a Stone Jugg, and therein pour Diſtilled Vinegar to the calcined Saturn, leav­ing a third part of the Jugg empty, mix very well, ſtop it with a Glaſs or Stone Stopple, ſet it in Balneo, ſtir it five or ſix times a day with a Woodden Slice or Spoon, ſtop it again, nor heat the Balneo more than that you may endure your hand in it; let it thus ſtand 14 days and nights, then pour off the clear, and pour new Vinegar to the Calx not yet diſſolved; mix, proceed, as before, repeating, till all the Calx of Saturn is diſſolved; put the Saturn being thus diſſolved in Balneo, evaporate the Vinegar with a ſlow Fire, the Saturn will be reduced into a Maſs, which move to and fro till it be dry; it will be of a Honey Colour, rub it on a Marble with Diſtilled Vinegar, like Soap, put it again in the Stone Jugge, being very well mixed, in a warm Balneo the ſpace of five or ſix days; ſtir it every day with a Woodden Slice, ſtop the Glaſs, let it cool, pour off what is diſſolved into another large Stone Jugge, pour other Vinegar to it, mix very well, put it again in Balneo, pour off, and thus proceed, till nothing more will be diſſolved, which you may try by your tongue, for if the Vinegar be ſweet, it is not enough diſſolved; or put a little in a Glaſs Cucurbit, and [Page] let it evaporate, if any thing remains, all that will be Gold is not diſſolved, and that which remains in the Jugge, or Fe­ces, if they be ſweet upon the tongue, and you find yet ſome­thing in the Cucurbit that is not enough diſſolved, you may diſſolve it by pouring new Vinegar to it. Theſe Solutions coagulate, as before, diſſolve in Diſtilled Vinegar, as be­fore; theſe Coagulations and Solutions continue, till no more Feces remain in the bottom, but are all things diſſolved into a clear and limpid Water; then is Saturn free from all its Le­proſie, Melancholy, Feces, Blackneſs, and Superfluities, and is pure, as (now, being exempted from all filth) fuſible as Wax, and ſweet as Sugar, &c. Take half of the Purged Saturn, put it in a Stone Jugge, and pour to it four Pounds of Diſtilled Vinegar, put on an Alembick, and diſtill the Vinegar in Balneo, but the Alembick muſt have a hole in the top, through which pour new Vinegar, diſtill, as before, pour on new and draw off, and that till the Vinegar be drawn off as ſtrong as it is poured on, then is it enough, be­cauſe the Matter hath imbibed as much of the Spirits of the Vinegar, as it needs, and as much as it can retain: Take the Jugge from the Fire, and the Alembick being taken off, put the Matter into a Glaſs that can endure the Fire, put an A­lembick to it, put it in a Copel with Aſhes in a Fornace; make firſt a gentle Fire, increaſe it by degrees, till your Matter goes over of the Colour of Blood, and thickneſs of Oyl, ſweetneſs of Sugar, and of a heavenly ſmell; if the heat diminiſheth, keep it while the Matter diſtills, increaſe the Fire, till the Glaſs begins to be Fire hot, keep it in this heat, till nothing more diſtills; let it cool by it ſelf, take away the Receiver, and ſtop it very well with Wax, beat the Matter (Caput mortuum) in an Iron Mortar, with a Steel Peſtle, and then grind it upon a Marble with Diſtill'd Vine­gar (Vinegar mix'd with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) put it in a Stone Jugge two parts full, diſtill by Balneo, pour on new Vinegar, diſtill as before, repeat, till the Vinegar diſtills with the ſame ſtrength as it was poured on, let them cool, diſtill the Matter in a ſtrong Glaſs upon Aſhes as be­fore, firſt with a gentle Fire, then alſtronger, as you did before, a Red Oil will go over, as before, &c. beat the [Page] Matter, and proceed again, till the Matter will retain no more of the Spirit of Vinegar in the Diſtillation in Balneo, then take the Matter, diſtil what will diſtil in a glaſs Cucur­bit upon Aſhes, till you have diſtilled the Matter into a Red Oil, which is the noble Water of Paradiſe, by which all Fixed Stones may be reſolved, and the Stone made perfect. This Water of Paradiſe the Ancients call'd their ſharp, clear, Vinegar, &c.
Metals ſometimes are not reduced into graduated Vitriols, but by repeated Cohobation made Menſtruums of this Kind Thus

115. The Mercurial Vinegar of Triſmoſinus. Libro Moratoſan ſive Octo Tincturarum in Secunda Tinctura, Pag. 79. Aur. Vell. Germ.
TAke Argent Vive purged the common way, put it in an Alembick, whereto pour very ſharp Vinegar (Vinegar mix'd with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine deſcribed before in Numb. 72.) three Ounces of Vinegar to one Ounce of Mercury; draw off ſix times in Balneo, then force it to aſcend into the Receiver, being diſtilled, rectifie it, and it will be prepared.
Sometimes inſtead of Philoſophical Vinegar he uſed the ſtrongeſt Aqua Fortis deſcribed in Numb. 73.

116. The Mercurial Water of Triſmoſinus. Libr. Octo Tincturar. in Tinct. quarta. Pag. 80. Aurei Vell. Germ.
TAke of Roman Vitriol, Sal Niter, of each one Pound and a half, of (Vegetable) Sal armoniack four Oun­ces, of Tiles pulverized one Pound, out of which diſtil Aqua fortis by the Rule of Art. Take of Venetian [Page] Mercury ſublimed (you muſt have a care of its Venemous Fume) four Ounces, put it in a Cucurbit, pour the ſaid Aqua fortis to it, draw off ſtrongly, that the Mercury may be well mixed with the Aqua fortis, and it will be pre­pared.
Albertus Magnus prepared the ſame Mercurial Water thus,

117. The Mercurial Water of Albertus Magnus. Libro Compoſitum de Compoſitis. Cap. 5. Pag. 937. Vol. 4. Th. Chym.
TAke of Roman Vitriol two Pounds, of Sal Niter two Pounds, of Alume calcined one Pound; being well ground and mix'd together put the Matter in a fit Glaſs Phial, and having luted the Joynts very cloſe, that the Spirits may not evaporate, diſtill Aqua fortis after the com­mon way, firſt with a weak Fire, ſecondly a ſtronger, third­ly with Wood, that all the Spirits may go over, and the Alembick turn white; then put out the Fire, let the For­nace cool, and keep the Water carefully, becauſe it is the Diſſolvitive of Luna, keep it therefore for the finiſhing of the Work, becauſe that Water diſſolves Luna, ſeparates Gold from Silver, calcines Mercury and the Crocus of Mars, &c. This is the firſt Philoſophical Water (Common Aqua fortis) and hath one Degree of Perfection in it. Take of the firſt Water one pound, diſſolve in it two Ounces of (Ve­getable) Sal armoniack pure and clear, which being diſſol­ved, the Water is preſently otherwiſe qualified, and other­wiſe coloured, becauſe the firſt was of a Green Colour, and the Diſſolvitive of Luna, and not of Sol, and preſently af­ter the putting in of the Sal armoniack the Colour of it is turned to a Citrine, and diſſolveth Gold, Mercury, and Sul­phur ſublimed, and tingeth a Mans Skin of a moſt Citrine Colour, keep that Water (Philoſophical Aqua Regis) a­part. Take of the ſecond Water one Pound, and of Mer­cury ſublimed with Roman Vitriol, and common Salt five [Page] Ounces and a half, put it to the ſecond Water by little and little gradually, ſeal the Mouth of the Glaſs well, that the Virtue of the Mercury put in may not ſuddenly exhale; put the Glaſs in Aſhes temperately hot, and the Water will pre­ſently begin to work upon the Mercury, diſſolving it and incorporating; and let the Glaſs ſtand thus in hot Aſhes, and in the diſſolution of the Water, till the Water appears no more, but has wholly diſſolved the Sublimed Mercury: Now the Water acts always upon Mercury by the way of imbibi­tion, till it diſſolves it totally: But take notice, if the Water cannot wholly diſſolve the Mercury put in, then lay aſide the Mercury that is diſſolved by that Water, and that which is not diſſolved at the bottom dry with a gentle Fire, grind, and diſſolve it with new Water as before, and thus repeat this Order, till all the Sublimed Mercury is diſſolved into Water: And then joyn all the ſolutions of that third Water, into one, in a clean Glaſs, and ſtop the Mouth of it well with Wax, and keep it carefully: This is the third Philoſophical thick qualified Water in the third degree of Perfection, and is the Mother of Aqua Vitae, which diſſolves all Bodies into their firſt Matter. Take the third clarifi'd Mercurial Water, qualifi'd in the third Degree of Perfecti­on, putrefie it in the Belly of a Horſe, to be well digeſted in a clear Glaſs with a long Neck, well ſealed the ſpace of 14 days, make it putrefie, and the Feces ſettle at the bot­tom, then will this Water be tranſmuted from a Citrine to a Yellow Colour, which done, take out the Glaſs, put it in Aſhes with a moſt gentle heat, put on an Alembick with its Receiver, and begin to diſtil by little and little a moſt clear, clean, ponderous Aqua Vitae, Virgins Milk, moſt ſharp Vinegar, drop by drop, continuing conſtantly a ſlow Fire, till you have diſtilled all the Aqua Vitae gently, then put out the Fire, let the Fornace cool, and keep it dili­gently apart. Behold this is Aqua Vitae, the Philoſophers Vinegar, Virgins Milk, by which Bodies are reſolved into their firſt Matter, which is called by infinite Names. The Signs of this Water are theſe, if a Drop be caſt upon a Cop­per Plate red hot, it will preſently penetrate, and leave a White Impreſſion, it ſmoaks upon Fire, is coagulated in the [Page] Air after the manner of Ice: and when this Water is diſtil­led, the Drops of it do not enter continually as other Drops, but one is diſtilled one way, another another way; this Wa­ter acts not upon Metallick Bodies, as another ſtrong Corro­ſive Water, which diſſolves Bodies into Water, but if Bo­dies be put into this Water, it reduceth and reſolves them all into Mercury, as you ſhall hear hereafter.
Paracelſus made this Water by the following Method.

118. The Mecurial Water of Paracelſus. In Appendice Manualis de Lap. Phil. Pag. 139.
TAke of Mercury ſeven times ſublimed with Vitriol, Sal Niter, and Alume, three pounds of (Vegetable) Sal armoniack ſublimed three times with Salt, clear and white, one Pound and a half, being ground together and alcolized, ſublime them in a Sublimatory nine hours in Sand: Being cold, draw off the Sublimate with a Feather, and with the reſt ſublime, as before: This Operation repeat four times, till no more ſublimes, and a Black Maſs remains in the bottom flowing like Wax; being cold take it out, and being ground again, imbibe it often in the Water of Sal ar­moniack prepared according to Art (the Menſtruum deſcri­bed in Numb. 91.) in a Glaſs Diſh, and being coagulated of it ſelf, imbibe it again, and dry nine or ten times over, till it will ſcarce any more be coagulated: Being ground fine­ly upon a Marble, diſſolve it in a moiſt place to a clear Oil, which you muſt rectifie by Diſtillation in Aſhes from all Fe­ces and Sediment. This Water keep diligently as the beſt of all.
Lully made his Mercurial Water of Mercury and the Stink­ing Menſtruum thus,

119. The Stinking Mercvrial Menſtruum of Lully. Pag. 63. Teſtam. Noviſſimi.
[Page]
TAke of the Stinking Menſtruum four Pounds, and put in one pound of Mercury Vive, put the Matter in Bal­neo or Horſe Dung ſix days, and it will be all converted in­to Water, diſtil by Balneo, and you will have a Mercurial Water, truly Mineral.
Ripley followed his Maſter in the way of making the Mer­curial Water, as followeth.

120. The Mercurial Green Lion of Ripley. Pag. 310. Pupillae Alchymicae.
TAke Mercury ſublimed with Vitriol and common Salt, to the quantity of 20 or 40 Pounds (in my opinion two or four ought to be read) that you may have enough. Grind it well into Powder, and put it in a Glaſs Veſſel very large and ſtrong, pour to it ſo many Pounds of the moſt ſtrong Water (the Stinking Menſtruum is the ſtrongeſt Water in the World, Pag. 138. Medullae) as there are Pounds of Mercury: Shake them ſoundly together, and the Veſſel will become ſo hot, that you can ſcarce touch it; ſtop it well, and let it ſtand nine days in a cold place, ſhaking it ſtrongly three or four times each day: Which done, put the Veſſel in a Fornace of Aſhes, and with a moſt gentle heat diſtil away all the A­qua Vitae (Menſtruum) which keep ſafe by it ſelf, then im­mediately add another Receiver well luted, kindle a moſt ſtrong Fire, and continue it till all the Golden Liquor is wholly diſtilled.
The ſame ways as the Mercurial Waters are made, may al­ſo be made Menſtruums of this Kind out of the other Metals, thus.

121. The Stinking Lunar Menſtruum of Lully. In Experimento 29.
[Page]
TAke of the aforeſaid Mineral Water (deſcribed in Numb. 104.) as you have it in the former Experiment (Numb. 26.) ſix or eight Ounces, diſſolve in it one Ounce of Luna, which diſſolution put into a ſmall Retort to be diſtil­led by Aſhes; which Diſtillation ceaſing, increaſe the Fire as much as poſſible, and when no more moiſture will with this degree of Fire diſtil, cool the Veſſel, receive the Diſtil­led Water, wherein is the Soul of Luna, and ſecure it from reſpiring.
Thus alſo Lully prepares the Water of Sol.

122. The Stinking Solar Menſtruum of Lully. In Experim. 31.
TAke the Aqua Fortis or Mineral Water (deſcribed in Numb. 104.) as above, and in every Pound thereof diſſolve three Ounces of the Animal Salt prepared and fixed, as you have it in its (Sixth) Experiment: Which be­ing diſſolved, diſſolve therein two Ounces of Gold cement­ed, as you know, after that putrefie eight days, then di­ſtill by Balneo: Now that which remains at the bottom, will be like melted Honey, upon which Matter pour again ſome of its own Water diſtilled by Balneo, ſo as to ſwim two fin­gers above it; putrefie for a natural day, then taking away the Antenotorium, put on an Alembick with a Receiver, ſo cloſe, as not to reſpire: Diſtil by Aſhes, till no more will diſtil, then increaſe the Fire a little, that part of the Air may paſs into the Water; and laſtly increaſe the Fire, that alſo the Element of Fire may paſs through the Alembick; and when nothing will diſtil with this laſt degree of Fire, cool the Veſ­ſel, take away the Receiver with its Diſtilled Water, and keep it well ſtopp'd.
[Page]
Iſaacus Hollandus made a Mercurial Water ſometimes with the Mercury of Luna, thus.

123. Philoſophers Vinegar made of the Mercury of Silver of Iſaacus. Cap. 99. 2. Oper. Min. Pag. 492. Vol. 3. Th. Cym.
TAke of the Calx of Luna one Pound, of Sal armoniack, which muſt be clear and tranſparent as Criſtal, with­out moiſture, a fourth part, being ground, put them in a Stone Jugge, then take (Philoſophical) Vinegar diſtilled five or ſix times from its Phlegme, ſo as to leave no Feces; empty the Vinegar into another Stone Jugge, and having put on an Alembick, place it in Balneo: The Jugge which the ground Calx is in, lute well to the beak of the Alembick, and let the Luting be throughly dried: Then make Fire un­der the Balneo, and diſtil the Vinegar leaſurely upon the Calx of Luna; and ſo many Pounds as you have of the Calx of Luna, ſo many four Pounds of Vinegar diſtil upon it, and when all the Vinegar is diſtilled, let it cool gently the ſpace of three days, before you remove the Jugge, for if you re­move it ſooner, the Vinegar, Luna, and Sal armoniack will run over, and you will retain nothing, ſo vehement is that Matter, for Cold and Hot do come together; and when you would remove it, have a Glaſs Stopple ready fitted to the mouth of the Jugge, or Receiver, which you muſt preſent­ly lute to it, that the Virtue may not evaporate: Then ſet the Jugge in Balneo, let the Fire be no hotter than your hand can well endure in the Water up to the Knuckles, or then may be drunk without burning, and thus keep it the ſpace of ſix weeks: Then let it be cold, break it, and pre­ſently lute an Alembick to the Jugge very firmly, and put a Receiver to the Beak, diſtil in a temperate Balneo, whatſo­ever will diſtil, and when now no more diſtils, take it out, and put it in Aſhes, lute the Receiver again to the Beak, and firſt apply a gentle heat, then ſometimes a ſtronger, till your Mercury begins to ſublime with the Sal armoniack, [Page] as white as Snow, and hanging to the White Matter with clear Fibers, then keep it thus (till you ſee it ſublimes not) in the ſame heat, to extract the Mercury purely out of the Earth: Then let it cool, take away the Alembick, take out the Mercury being ſublimed with the Sal armoniack, which are ſublimed into a Maſs together, which weigh, that you may know how much Mercury you ſublimed out of the Calxes of Luna, for you knew how much Sal armoniack you put in­to the Jugge: Then put the Sublimate again into a Glaſs, and again ſublime, that you may ſee whether any Feces re­main, for you muſt repeat the Sublimation till no Feces remain. Keep this Mercury till I teach you what to do with it: You muſt know that in that Veſſel, wherein you ſubli­med the Mercury with the Sal armoniack, is the Body (com­monly called Caput Mortuum) or Element of Earth with its Oyl or Fire, this take out and weigh, that ſo you may the better know, how much Mercury you ſublimed alſo out of it, for you knew how much of the Calx of Luna you had in the Jugge, ſo you may certainly know how much you have out of it: Then put your Salt or Earth into a Glaſs, and pour Diſtill'd Vinegar upon it, and diſſolve it into a pure Water, if it yields any Feces, pour off the top gra­dually, and congeal again, till it leaves no more Feces, then congeal again: Then have you your Salt prepared with your Earth clear as Criſtal. Now take your Sublimed Mercury and Sal armoniack, and your clear Salt, and grind them together upon a Marble dry, being ground, put all the Matter into a Glaſs Plate, ſet it on a Tripos or our Cal­cining Fornace, and there let it ſtand ſix Weeks, and apply ſuch a heat, as if you would keep Lead melted without congealing: Thoſe ſix Weeks being expired, let it cool, then put it in a cold Cellar, and cover it with a Linnen Cloth, that no duſt may fall in, and in the ſpace of ſix or eight days it will be wholly diſſolved into a clear Water. Now you muſt know, this is the Philoſopers clear Vinegar, for when they write our Vinegar, they mean this Water, and when they ſay Philoſophers Mercury, they mean this Water, and it is their Vinegar which they write or ſo wonderful­ly ſpeak of.

From the Receipts we obſerve:
[Page]
1. That Metals and Minerals volatilized with Simple Mi­neral Menſtruums are Menſtruums of this Kind.
2. That theſe Menſtruums are the ſame with the Menſtru­ums of the Eighth Kind diſſolved in Simple Mineral Men­ſtruums, but differ from the antecedent Kind, in being made not with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but Philoſophical Vinegar.
3. That theſe Menſtruums are the Eſſences or Magiſteries of Things tinging diſſolved in Simple Mineral Menſtruums.
4. That thoſe Menſtruums being Mineral or Acid, are in Alchymical Proceſſes better than the Vegetable Menſtruums of the Eighth Kind, becauſe ſtronger.
5. That the diſſolutions of Metals performed by theſe Mercu­rial Menſtruums, have been by the Adepts ſometimes called A­malgamations. You muſt know, ſaith Iſaacus, That this is the beſt Solution, that ever was found in the World, for herein is no error of Proportion and Weight. For Nature errs not. For when Mercury is diſſolved, it diſſolves other Metals alſo, as is rightly taught in other places. Nor will it diſſolve more than it is able, nor will it receive more of a Body into it, than its Nature can bear. For whatſoever has no need of it, it cannot diſſolve. And it is the beſt Amalgamation that can be found. 2. Oper. Min. Cap. 103. Pag. 494. Vol. 3. Th. Chym. That Bernhard in Epiſtola ad Thomam treated not of a dry but of this moiſt Amalgamation, I ſhall prove elſewhere.
6. That the Menſtruum of Venus, Sol, Luna, &c. is of the ſame Virtue, as to the faculty of Diſſolving, with the Men­ſtruum of common Argent Vive; this Mercurial Menſtruum has been indeed more in uſe than the other by ſome Adepts, be­cauſe of the more eaſie way of operating upon the Open Body of Mercury, tho it be leſs powerful than the reſt in Point of Tinging.
7. That there are divers Kinds of Stinking Menſtruums: The Thirteenth Kind taught us how to diſtil the moſt Stinking Menſtruum of all, out of Atrop: For there the Oyly Matter of [Page] the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine being diſſolved in Vitriol, is in its Diſtillation purged from all its Putrid Feculencies; but the Twentieth Kind treats of Menſtruums leſs ſtinking, be­ing made of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine now purified and ſweet: The preſent Kind produceth from the ſame Matter Menſtruums of the ſame Name indeed, but not of the ſame Stink­ing Savour, Colour, &c. For Philoſophical Vinegar is, by rea­ſon of the perfect diſſolution of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, Diaphanous, not of a Milky Colour, but in the Diſtillation of a Menſtruum it is made Milky, becauſe the Acidity of the ſaid Vinegar being debilitated by the Aridity of a Body diſſolved, cannot retain the Ʋnctious Spirit of Philoſophical Wine ſo well as before, but in the precipitation of which the Diſtilled Li­quor becomes Milky; for this reaſon the Adepts ſometimes ad­ded common Vitriol and Niter to the Azoquean Vitriol, that the ſaid Spirit might the better be diſſolved. In a word: The greater quantity of Philoſophical Vinegar, or any other Mine­ral Menſtruum ſtronger than this, is made uſe of in the making of theſe Menſtruums, the leſs Milky, and leſs Stinking will the Menſtruums be, becauſe made not of the embrionated Stink­ing Matter of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but of the ſame purified by Circulation and Diſtillation.
8. That theſe, as all other Menſtruums, are by Digeſtion made ſweet and tranſmuted into Diſſolvents of the Eighth Kind.


The Two and Twentieth KIND. Mineral Menſtruums compounded of the Philſophers Vinegar, and other Simple Mineral Menſtruums and Things tinging being firſt fixed.
[Page]
124. The Menſtruum of Venus of Iſaacus Hollandus. Cap. 82. 3. Oper. Miner.
I Will now Son teach you how to make the Stone, which God gives us freely. You muſt know it is made divers Ways, but I will teach you the Way which I learnt from my Father. Take of the Stone which God gives us free­ly (the Vitriol of Venus) as much as ſufficeth, which diſſolve in (Philoſophical) diſtill'd Vinegar, let the Feces ſettle, de­cant the Diſſolution from the Feces warily, and filter; draw off the Vinegar with a gentle Fire, that the Matter may re­main dry; being dried diſſolve it again in Diſtill'd Vinegar, decant, filter, and draw off, and that to be four times re­peated, till no more Feces ſettle in the Solution: Then diſtil away the Vinegar with a gentle Fire, till the Matter be­comes ſo dry, as to flie away in the beating of it into Pow­der, yet retains its Spirits: Now it is prepared for Calcina­tion. You muſt know Son, that this Matter is in its Nature [Page] Stiptick and Aſtringent, partly volatile, partly fixed, and ſo diſſolved in Diſtil'd Vinegar, that it may retain the ſubtil Spirit of the Vinegar, and be calcined together with the ſaid Spirit, made more ſubtil, be better opened and diſſol­ved, for the Spirit of Vinegar diſſolves well before all things. The Vitriol being thus prepared, Put it in a Glaſs Bottle or Egg, lute hermetically, but the Veſſels muſt be fill'd, that there may be no ſpace for the Spirits to elevate themſelves, ſet it on a Tripos, and there let it remain in a temperate heat, to ſubtiliate it ſelf: Then take out the Matter, and pulverize it, put it in a Cucurbit, put on an Alembick with a Receiver to it, and ſo diſtil in Balneo whatſoever will diſtil, it will be diſtilled in about 20 or 25 days: Then lay aſide the Diſtillation, take out the Feces lying at the bottom of the Cucurbit, grind them very fine upon a Stone, put them in a Diſſolving Veſſel, pour all the Diſtilled Water to them, ſeal hermetically, and it will be all diſſolved in Balneo without Feces; diſtil the Solu­tion in a Cucurbit through an Alembick in Balneo with a moderate heat, that all the Water may ſeparate it ſelf, which keep very choicely; continue the Diſtillation in Aſhes, that you may receive the Element of Air in the form of a ve­ry noble Citrine Oyl; and this muſt be done with a ſtrong Fire, lay aſide the Air by it ſelf very well ſtopped near the Water: The Feces being as red as Blood, take out of the Cucurbit, grind them to an Impalpable Powder upon a Stone, put them in a Glaſs Bottle or Egge, ſeal, and ſet it 30 days and nights on a Tripos to be ſubtiliated with a tem­perate heat, then take out the Matter, grind it to Powder, put it in a Diſſolving Veſſel, pour to it the Element of Wa­ter (above diſtilled) ſeal, and put it in Balneo, to be diſſol­ved, as before; diſtil the Solution through an Alembick in Aſhes (the Receiver muſt be put into cold Water) increaſe the Fire by degrees, till at length it be hot; ſo let it conti­nue five or ſix days, and in the mean time will aſcend the Ele­ment of Fire in the form of a Red Oyl, ſuffer it to be cool­ing three or four days, then take away the Receiver, keep it very well ſtopp'd, &c.
[Page]
Annotations.
WE have had divers graduated Vitriols in the former Receipts, which have yielded us divers Menſtru­ums. The Vitriol in this Kind is made better than all of them; for it is made of Vitriol graduated in a cloſe Veſ­ſel, fixed according to Art, and again diſſolved in Philoſo­phical Vinegar, that by Diſtillation it may be made a better Menſtruum than thoſe before. In the Ninth Kind of Vegetable Menſtruums the graduated Vitriol of Mercury, made of Mer­cury ſublimed and Salt circulated, is in a cloſe Veſſel reverbe­rated into a Fixed Powder, which Crocus of Mercury then volatilized with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, makes a Vegetable Menſtruum. If the ſame graduated Vitriol of Mer­cury be in a cloſe Veſſel reverberated into a Fix'd Precipitate, and then diſſolved, not in the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but Philoſophical Vinegar, or ſome other Mineral Menſtruum, it will be thereby made a Menſtruum of this Kind. That which is ſpoken of the Vitriol of Mercury, muſt be alſo underſtood of the preſent Vitriol of Venus in our Receipt; where Iſaacus diſ­ſolves the ſaid Vitriol in Phioſophical Vinegar, depurates and graduates, which then he calcines, that is, fixeth upon a Tri­pos [...] being fixed it muſt be diſſolved in new Philoſophical Vi­negar, and volatilized, before the Diſtillation of it, as appears by the Deſcription of the ſame Menſtruum elſewhere given.

125. A Menſtruum of Vitriol of Iſaacus Hollandus. Cap. 62. 2. Oper. Min.
TAke a great quantity of Roman Vitriol, 10 or 12 Pounds, rather more than leſs, as much as you will, and diſ­ſolve the Vitriol in common Water; let the Feces ſet­tle, put the clear Diſſolution in a Stone Veſſel to be congealed, till a thin skin comes over it, then let it cool and ſtand three days a, nd you will have notable Stones of a green colour clear [Page] as Criſtal; take out thoſe Stones, and put them in ſmall Glaſs Veſſels in a clean Balneo to dry, the Balneo muſt have ſuch a heat as is of the Sun in the middle of Sum­mer, and your Stones will be turned into a white Pow­der, which Powder diſſolve in common Diſtill'd Water, and let the Feces ſettle, decant the clear into a clean Veſſel, as before, and let it be congealed, as before; this repeat, till you can ſee no Feces left; when you have thus waſhed and made your Powder white, you may be aſſur'd your Vitriol is rightly prepared. Now take the white powder of Vitriol, put it in a Glaſs Veſſel with a Neck pretty long, and ſeal the Neck with the Seal of Hermes ſo, that no Air can either paſs out or in; and then put it in a Plate with ſifted Aſhes upon a Fornace, put fire under, and put a Burning Lamp under the Fornace, adding ſuch a heat as the Sun yields in the mid­dle of March, and thus keep it, till you ſee your Matter grow yellow, and continue it in the ſame heat, till it be per­fectly ruddy, then increaſe the Fire a little, that is, put un­der one Lamp more, and thus continue it eight or ten days, and then ſee whether your Matter begins not to be red, if it begins to be red, increaſe your Fire, and ſo continue it eight or ten days: But if you gain nothing in redneſs, increaſe your Fire with yet one Lamp, and ſo proceed gradually al­ways one Lamp being kindled, till your Matter be as deep a red, as a Roſe or Ruby; it being now ſo deeply red, ſuffer it even thus the ſpace of eight or ten days in the ſame heat; when you ſee your Matter remains in the ſame ſtate, take it out of the Plate with Aſhes, and empty it into another ſtrong Glaſs, pour a good quantity of (Philoſophical) diſtill'd Vi­negar upon it, and put it in Balneo, let it boil, and ſtir it with a Woodden Spatula three or four times every day, and thus continue it four days and nights, then let it cool, and pour off the clear; and again pour on Diſtill'd Vinegar, and that repeat three times; then throw away the Feces, and draw off the Vinegar through an Alembick in Balneo, till your Matter become altogether dry; pour on new Vinegar, and do as before, and that ſo long, till no more Feces remain in the Diſſolution: Then congeal it into a dry Powder, which put into a good thick Glaſs, and putting on an Alem­bick [Page] with a large Head, diſtil in order to obtain firſt Saffron Colour'd Spirits, then a Red Oyl, laſtly, white Spirits, then let it cool, take away the Receiver, and keep that truly bleſ­ſed Oyl which is in it. Take away the Alembick, and in the Pot you will find a Matter white as Snow, and clear as Cri­ſtal, &c.
The way of making of this Menſtruum, we will conſider in its ſeveral Branches.
The firſt is concerning the choice of Vitriol, which Reaſon requires as well as the antecedent Receipt to be graduated, that is, diſſolved either in the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, or Phi­loſophical Vinegar, and Criſtallized, for the Calcination of common Vitriol, diſſolved in common Water, and purified, in a cloſe Veſſel to a moſt red colour, is altogether Impoſſible, and of no Efficacy neither; for nothing but the common Acid or com­mon Spirit of Vitriol is extracted out of common Vitriol, be it never ſo well purified and calcined: Vitriol therefore well Purged in common Water, is to be choſen according to the pre­ſent Receipt, but after that, according to the antecedent well diſſolved in Philoſophical Vinegar, that it may be thereby made graduated Vitriol, and the fit Matter of this Menſtruum.
The ſecond Branch treats of the calcination or fixation of this graduated Vitriol into redneſs: Corncerning which, the former proceſs was too obſcure, but the preſent or later clear enough: This Calcination is the true and Philoſophical way of fixing this Vitriol, and that chiefly, becauſe citrinity and redneſs follow blackneſs and whiteneſs, the true ſigns of volatilization as well as fixation, of which Tho. Iſaacus ſaid nothing in both the Receipts, yet other Adepts have mentioned theſe Colours in the fixing of Vitriol. Take that Stone, ſaith Ripley, Cap. 7. Phil. Cupri Stillicidium (the Green Lyon of Fools, or common Vitriol graduated) and put it, being ground into a Philoſo­phers Egg, and proceed upon it by the way of Putrefaction, as was declared in the Proceſs of Rebis, and continue the Stone upon the Fire, till after blackneſs and whiteneſs, it is turned into a red Powder, which many call Vitriol Rubifi­cated.
[Page]
But here riſeth ſome doubt, in that the Red Colour of this Calcined Vitriol, ſeems to be by Iſaacus himſelf called Volatile, not in the leaſt fixed. This Matter, ſaith he, will remain red for ever, and not fixed, for if it ſhould be fixed, it would be altogether corrupted, for it muſt be Diſſolved into Water, and diſtilled through an Alembick, Cap. 65. To diſperſe this Cloud, you muſt know, the meaning of Iſaacus is, that Vitriol calcined, or by what way ſoever reduced into redneſs, remains red, but not alſo fixed  [...]auſe it muſt be diſſolved in Philoſophi­cal Vinegar, and Diſtilled through an Alembick. For we find the like, if not the ſame Phraſe, concerning the redneſs and fixity of the Philoſophers Stone, which will eaſily remove the aforeſaid doubt: When the Stone is perfect, ſaith he, it ought to remain in that State now and for evermore. After Perfection, it cannot be changed for better nor for worſe, but will remain a King for ever. Wherefore, if any Man has prepared the true Philoſophers Stone, no Multiplication fol­lows after; whereſoever Multiplication follows after Perfe­ction, there is not the Philoſophers Stone, nor is there a true Stone. It may be a Medicine, or other Stone, of which ſort are many wherewith Projection is made, but it is not the Phi­loſophers Stone, which we here Diſcourſe of. When the aforeſaid Stone is perfect and prepared, it ought to remain in that State for ever, Cap. 127. 1. Oper. Miner. Pag. 407. Vol. 3. Th. Chym.
As to the Permanence of the red colour in the Philoſophers Stone, he declares the following Notions: In Multiplication, ſaith he, no blackneſs intervenes, nor do any Colours of the World ſhew themſelves, nor any Whiteneſs, nor in Subli­mation does any thing ſhew it ſelf beſides redneſs, nor in fix­ation does any Colour ſhew its ſelf except its own, that is, an egregious redneſs: For the Stone hath no other Colour but redneſs, for it is one only ſubſtance, one ſingle matter, and as the Heaven invincible: You muſt alſo know, tho it were ſublimed, it would not be deprived of all its fixity, for when the Stone is made and prepared in the utmoſt vertue of it, then can it not be changed out of its own Eſſence into another, for if the Stone could be changed or drawn out of its own Eſſence into another Eſſence or Nature, it would not [Page] be the Philoſophers Stone, nor one ſingle Matter, nor a glo­rified Body; no, no, underſtand my Diſcourſe rightly, &c. Cap. 72. 1. Oper. Min. Pag. 355. of the ſame Volume.
Iſaacus being perhaps perſwaded of an unalterable conſtancy of redneſs obſerved in the Multiplication of the Stone of higher Degree or Kind, concludes the Philoſophers Stone to be alto­gether and abſolutely immutable: which Opinion to defend in every part, he has ſooner ventured to deny the volatilization it ſelf of the Stone, than give way to the a [...]ing of fixity in Mul­tiplication: You muſt know, ſaith he, if the Stone were ſub­limed, yet would it not be deprived of its fixity. Yea, he has choſen rather to prevert his own Senſes (for he himſelf hath in the ſame place taught how to volatilize the Philoſo­phers Stone, with ſome ſhining Menſtruum) and the Senſe of the Word Fix (tho upon this Term depends one half of all the Operations in the more ſecret Chymy) than relinquiſh this fallacy derived from a Paralogiſm. The Stone, ſaith he, may be ſo often opened as aforeſaid, and after that ſublimed, and again condenſed ſo as to unite its parts, which we call Fixation; we term it indeed Fixation, but it is not Fixation, but only Condenſation, ſo, as that all the ſubtil parts of it are again forced into an Union joyntly together, as they were at firſt, and the Stone will again expect Fire, and we may a­gain make Projection with it, as we did before. Cap. 76. read 73, 74, 75. Chapters of the ſame Book.
What we have againſt this Opinion, we will reſerve for the Third Book; in the mean time it will be requiſite for you to ob­ſerve this one thing: That the Matter of Calcined Vitriol, as alſo of the Philoſophers Stone, multiplied, remains for everred, but not fixed, becauſe either of them may be volatilized with Philoſophical Menſtruums. But let them be how they will, the Vitriol of Saturn fixed the ſame way by the ſame Author, will prove that the graduated Vitriol of Venus, calcined to redneſs in a cloſe Veſſel is fixed. Take, ſaith he, a Glaſs Viol, put in it one half of Purged Saturn (Sugar of Saturn made not with common Diſtilled Vinegar, but Philoſophical) reſerve the other part by it ſelf till you have occaſion, put a fit Glaſs to the mouth of the Viol, and put the Glaſs in ſifted Aſhes in a Fornace, of Tripos Arcanorum, or on a Fornace wherein [Page] you calcine Spirits; give it a Fire as hot as the Sun is at Mid-ſummer, no more, except by chance a little hotter or colder, provided it be not ſo great as to melt the Lead, for ſo your Matter would be liquid as Oyl, and ſhould it ſtand ſo the ſpace of 12 days, all the Sulphur would fly away, and the Matter be corrupted, for the Sulphur of it is not yet fixed, and on the outſide only, and therefore the Matter is moſt ea­ſily melted, and though it be pure, yet is it not fixed; where­fore the Fire muſt be ſo gentle as not to melt the Matter; let it ſtand ſo the ſpace of Six Weeks, after which take a little, project it upon a hot Iron, if it preſently melts and fumes, it is not yet fixed, but if it remains, the Sulphur of it is fixed: Then increaſe the Fire notably, till your Matter becomes citrine, and ſo continually till it grows red, ſtill increaſing the Fire till it attains to the colour of Rubies; increaſe till it is red hot, and then is it fixed, and prepared for Infuſion, with the Noble Water of Paradiſe (the Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 114.)
Beſides this, there is indeed another way alſo of calcining Philoſophical Vitriol, which is done in an open Veſſel; thus graduated Verdigreſe is calcined to redneſs before the Diſtil­lation of it, in the preparation of the Spirit of Venus of Baſilius, as we have obſerved in the precedent Kind, but this belongs not to this place, for the Calx remains volatile, not fixed, which way of Calcining was invented meerly for the ſeperation of the Phlegme.
The third Branch conſiſts in a new diſſolution of this fixed Vitriol in Philoſophical Vinegar, for which Reaſon this Vi­triol is volatilized again, and made fit for Diſtillation, in the former Receipt, this Solution is wholly omitted, but more ex­actly deſcribed in the latter Proceſs.
The fourth Branch is the ſingle, and frequent Diſtillation in the ſeveral ways of making all theſe Stinking Menſtruums, yet this excepted, that out of this graduated, fixed, and again volatilized Vitriol, the Spirit aſcends not White, but of a Saffron Colour (becauſe more Mature) before the Red Oyl; and laſtly, the White Spirit appears alſo, being extracted out of the Salt or White Body.
[Page]
Laſtly, Theſe words following do prove, that the ſame Men­ſtruums may be alſo made of any other Metals. But if you would extract an Oyl out of Metals, as has been taught of Vitriol; you muſt diſſolve your Metal in Aqua fortis, and make it precipitate, and waſh away the Saltneſs of it with common Water, and being dryed, put into a Glaſs with a long Neck, and congealed, and put upon a Fornace with Sifted Aſhes, make a Fire under it as for Vitriol, till the Metal be alogether red, and till the inſide of it is turn'd out­ward: Then diſſolve it in Diſtil'd Vinegar, as the Vitriol, and Congeal, till no more Feces remain: Then diſtil, and the Metal will wholly diſtil into a Red Oyl, and it is the perfect Oyl of the Philoſophers, but the Projection of it is not ſo high, as of the Oyl which was firſt Salt: And the Oyl of every Metal you muſt Multiply with the Oyl of Vitriol, as aforeſaid: And the Oyl is very eaſily made after the ſame manner out of Saturn, and the Projection of it is very high: Give thanks to God, Work, and remember the Poor, diſ­penſe the gifts of God to your own Salvation, Cap. 80. 2. Oper. Min. Pag. 478. of the ſame Volume.
All Metals, ſaith he, Cap. 67. of the ſame Work, even Jupiter and Luna, will become red as blood, for the inſide of all Metals is red, one more red than another: When therefore they are brought to redneſs, they muſt then be diſſolved (in Philoſophical Vinegar) and again congealed, till they be free from any Feces, and yet contain their Elements to­gether perfectly; for when they are brought to that pitch, nothing remains, ſave only Feces; for the Earth (the Caput Mortuum) being made ſubtil and liquid, is likewiſe diſſol­ved, when you have made it ſubtil by Diſſolving and Coa­gulating ſo, as that no more Feces remain. Thus you may Diſtil it through an Alembick into a Red Oyl. As you was here taught concerning Vitriol, ſo muſt you alſo do with all Metals, as alſo Mercury, when it is diſſolved in Aqua Fortis, and precipitated, the Saltneſs waſh'd away and dried, put it in a Glaſs, as was ſaid of Vitriol, and done moreover ſo, as was taught before concerning Vitriol. And that which is here declar'd of Metal, you may alſo do with Antimony (and all other Minerals.) Open your Ears, and hearken, and open [Page] your Mind, it was never heard that ſuch a Work ſhould be done with ſo little Pains.
Here I would adviſe you to take Notice of the difference be­tween the Oyls of Vitriol and other bodies; the like Oyl is pro­duced from all Metals as from Vitriol, yet with this difference, that Vitriol in the Diſtillation of its Oyl, leaves an Earth or Salt behind it, wherewith the Spirit and Oyl of it are fixed into the Philoſophers Stone; but Metals and the reſt of the Minerals not ſo, they totally aſcending into Spirit and Oyl, no Earth, Salt or Caput mortuum remaining, whereby to be fixed into the Stone: Vitriol therefore is that alone, which hath all things in it, relating to the Perfection of it ſelf, whereas the Oyls and Spirits of the reſt are forced to borrow fixed bodies elſe­where for their fixations. You muſt know, ſaith he, when you would reduce the Salt of Metals to an Oyl, the ſame as hath been ſaid of Vitriol, the Elementary Earth of Metals will diſtil together, with the Oyl red as blood, but that the Earth of Vitriol does not, the Oyl ſeperates it ſelf from the Earth: God hath vouchſafed ſuch a bleſſing, that the Phi­loſophers Stone may be made of it alone without Addition, tranſlating all Metals into true Sol, but the Oyl of it muſt be fixed with the Earth (its own Earth or Salt) but that is not ſo with Metals, the Earth diſtils together through the Alem­bick, and the whole Body is converted into Oyl, tranſlating all Metals into true Sol: Herein do all the Philoſophers agree. An Oyl, he goes on, is alſo made of Mercury, and of Anti­mony, but their Earth goes over together, and their whole Body turns into Oyl, and remains an Oyl for ever, and with this Oyl you may do wonderful things, which here to recite would be too long. You know alſo what is written of Anti­mony and the Oyl of it. Yet muſt my Son know, That the Oyl of Mercury is much better in all works, wherein the Oyl of Antimony is uſed. This is a Secret. Cap. 69. and 70. of the ſame Work.
An Example, That Metals wholly aſcend into Oyl, he brings in the following Chapter, namely the 70th, which we will name.

126. The Circulatum Majus of Iſaacus. Cap. 70. 2. Oper. Min. Pag. 474. Vol. 3. Th. Chym
[Page]
TAke this Mercury (the Metals ſublimed in the Philoſo­phical Menſtruums aforegoing) Diſſolve it in Aqua Fortis, with an equal quantity of Vitriol and Niter, being Diſſolved, put the Solution in a Glaſs Veſſel, put on an Alembick, ſet it in Sifted Aſhes, give firſt a gentle Fire, Diſtil the Aqua Fortis from it, then the Mercury will ſublime upwards into the Alembick, when it will ſublime no more, take it away; take the Mercury out of the Alembick, put it in a Glaſs with a long neck, as you did with the Vitriol, put it in a Veſſel with Sifted Aſhes, light your Lamp under it, ſo leave it, till it be perfectly red, as hath been taught of Vitriol; Diſſolve, Congeal, being clean, Diſtil it into a red Oyl, as hath been ſaid of Vitriol, but all the Mercury diſtils into Oyl, ſo as to leave no Earth.
The Menſtruum immediately antecedent in Numb. 125, is in all things clear, except the firſt Branch of it, wherein is o­mitted the neceſſary Diſſolution of Vitriol in Philoſophical Vinegar, before the Calcination of it into redneſs or fixation. The firſt Menſtruum of this Kind is imperfect, not indeed in this, but in another Branch, inſomuch as it is not therein de­clared, that Vitriol muſt after the Calcination of it, be again Diſſolved in Philoſophical Vinegar. In this preſent third, Tho it be ſaid, that it ought to be made according to the rule of the precedent Menſtruums, there is no mention at all made of Philoſophical Vinegar, yet without it, Vitriol can neither be fixed into redneſs, nor when fixed, be again Volatalized or Di­ſtilled. The Receipts therefore muſt be compared as often as the Adepts have either through too much fear or envy left us them imperfect: It is enough, if by comparing them together, we can pick out their meaning or intention, being not fully enough ex­preſſed in every circumſtance, the terms being either too obſcure, or altogether omitted. Bodies in this Kind are to be fixed, and then volatilized by Mineral Menſtruums, as Mercury and [Page] Antimony, in the Ninth Kind, are firſt fixed, and then di­ſtilled in the greater Circulatums by vegetable Menſtruums: This light borrow'd from the ſaid Ninth Kind, will diſpel all the Obſcurities and Doubts of this Kind. Vitriol therefore purged with common Water by Solutions and Coagulations, muſt firſt be graduated, that is ſeveral times diſſolved in Philoſophical Vinegar and coagulated according to the Receipt in Numb. 125, as Mercury is diſſolved in the Water of Salt, circulated in the Circulatum majus of Mercury. This Vitriol being graduated in a cloſe Veſſel, muſt be fixed into a moſt red Powder, and being fixed, then diſſolved and coagulated in Philoſophical Vinegar, that it may again become volatile, as Mercury being fixed in its own Circulatum, is again made volatile by virtue of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine. At laſt the Vitriol is to be Diſtilled into its Spirits. Now by know­ing the method, it is manifeſt that the myſtery of the Receipts conſiſts in the Vinegar, but to remove all ſcruple from theſe moſt excellent Menſtruums, we will prove by the very words of Iſaacus himſelf, that he meant not a common but Philoſophical Menſtruum. Have not I taught you, ſaith he, how to draw all Metals through the Alembick, ſo as to Diſtil wholly into Oyl, leaving nothing; but that alone does the ſtrong Spirit of Vinegar, and makes them (Metals) to be perfectly ſeparated and rectified from their Feces, within and without, as I taught you, and that the inſide ſhould be outward, and the outſide inward, and then they are ſo reſolved and ſub­til, that the Elements cannot be ſeparated one from another; if you ſought all the means in the world, you would not be able to ſeparate theſe Elements, by reaſon of their ſubtility, cleanneſs and reſolution; and when they have the ſubtil pe­netrating Vinegar with them, they paſs all together through the Alembick with the Vinegar; but if you ſhould put them to fire, and any Spirit of Vinegar (in ſufficient quantity) was preſent, they (the Metal and Vinegar) would be forth­with fixed together; and becauſe the Vinegar is copiouſly in their clean, open, ſubtil Body, they diſtil into Oyl, and the Spirits of the Vinegar are fixed with the Body: Now you muſt know thdt the Spirit of Vinegar is more Subtil than all things in the World, yea, a thouſand times more ſubtil than [Page] the Quinteſſence of Aqua Vitae, it cannot be contained in any Veſſels, but it is eaſily half fixed, and therefore it eaſily fixeth the thing to which it is applied, as it is demonſtrated in the Vegetable (Work) where the Diſcourſe is of Wine, and the Nature of it, where you will be ſufficiently inſtruct­ed what Vinegar is, and the Spirit of it, how all things are diſſolved and aſcend. Cap. 77. 78. 2. Oper. Miner. Pag. 477. Vol. 3. Theat. Chym. You muſt know, ſaith he elſewhere, this is the greateſt Secret in this Art, for the middle parts of Vinegar are of ſo great Virtue as to be incredible, by reaſon of their great Subtility, for every thing they are mixed with, becomes exceeding ſubtil and penetrable, wherefore they make the (Philoſophers) Stone a thouſand times more ſubtil than it was before, and more penetrable, and the ſubtil parts mix themſelves with the Stone, for they are of one Nature, and are both clean and ſubtil, and are mixed together, as Water with Water, and it is a Medicine of that Nature, as to make every thing fixed which it is mixed with, and of its own Nature wherein it is; and thus are the ſubtil parts (of Philoſophical Vinegar) fixed in the (Philoſophical) Stone, and are made of one Nature with the Stone, and they make the Stone as fuſible, as an Artiſt can wiſh, as he oftentimes diſſolves the Stone in Vinegar, and congeals it, for as many or few Spirits remain in the Stone, the more fuſible is the Medicine: Wherefore I have taught my Son how to make his Stone ſo fuſible, as thereby to bring Mercury to Sol and Luna; and it is a great Secret, known to few, peruſe this Lecture diligently, what vertue there is in Vinegar, and what with the middle matter of Vinegar may be made. Cap. 51. 1. Oper. Min. Pag. 337. Vol. 3. Th. Chym.
That Vinegar, which is a thouſand times more ſubtil than the Quinteſſence of Aqua Vitae, or Spirit of Philoſophical Wine: The Spirits of which makes the Philoſophers Stone a thouſand times more Subtil: That is of one Nature with it; and fixeth every thing it is mixed with; you your ſelves will ſay is no common Menſtruum, but another of more excellent quali­ty. Iſaacus moreover diſſolves and coagulates the Stone in this Vinegar, ſo oft, till it is converted into Oyl, which will be no [Page]more congealed. Cap. 51, 59, 107. of the ſame Book. With the ſame Vinegar alſo he made Metals fat, and tranſmuted them into Oyls, thus he diſſolved and coagulated Gold ſo often continually in New Vinegar, till an Oyl was made thereof as red as blood, as Cap. 54. of the ſame Book. Sometimes alſo he did with the ſame Vinegar reduce Gold to the conſiſtence of an excellent White Oyl, out of which he then diſtilled a White Spirit, and a Red Oyl apart, and not immixible to­gether, ſo ſubtil, as that he adviſed the Artiſt to have a care, leſt theſe Oyls ſhould condenſe again by too much Rectification, for then being forced with too ſtrong a Fire, the greateſt part of them would by reaſon of their great Subtility penetrate the Glaſs, and ſo be loſt. Cap. 126, 128, 1. Oper. Min. Pag. 406. Vol. 3. Th. Chym. Who can expect ſuch and ſo great things from Common Vinegar? The ſame Vinegar, that diſſolved the fix'd Metal Gold, and divided it into Spirit and Oyl, the Conſti­tutives of the Stone out of Sol alone; the ſame alſo is required to diſſolve fixed Vitriol, and diſtil it into Spirit and Oyl, the conſtitutives of the Stone out of Vitriol alone, of the making of which in the Third Book of Alchymical Tinctures.
That this Oyl of Vitriol, ſhews light by night, affirms Triſ­moſinus, who hath deſcribed the ſaid Oyl thus.

127. The Oyl of Vitriol ſhining by Night, of Triſmoſinus. Libro Gangeniveron, ſive novem Tincturarum in Tin­ctura prima.
TAke of the beſt Hungarian Vitriol twelve pounds, grind and diſſolve it in pure clean Water, or Rain Water diſtilled, let the Feces ſettle, decant the Solution into a Glaſs Diſh, placed in a Braſs Baſon full of Sand, put the ſaid Baſon in Balneo, and draw off the Water to a thin skin; let it cool, and ſtand three days in a cold place, and in the mean time you will find green Stones, which take out, the remainder [Page] draw off again to a thin skin, and let it Criſtallize, and this ſeven times repeat, put the Stones in a Stove of the ſame heat as the Sun in Dog-days, and in ſuch a heat they will turn into a White Powder. The Vitriol being thus prepared, put it in a Cucurbit, with a long neck, well Sealed, in Aſhes, under which put a Lamp, ſo as that the heat exceed not the Sun in March, thus leave it, till the Vitriol begins, to be yellow, being yellow, the Fire of the Lamp increaſe one Degree, and thus leave it ten days and nights, or till it be­gins to be red, then again increaſe the Fire in the Lamp ano­ther Degree, and thus continue, till the Matter be alto­gether red as a Ruby, then increaſe the Fire yet ten days, and the hidden part of the Vitriol is now manifeſt, and prepared in its redneſs, as a volatile Matter: The redneſs thus re­maining, take the Glaſs out of the Aſhes, and the Matter out of the Glaſs, and put it in a ſtronger Glaſs, to which pour the beſt Vinegar well rectify'd, ſtop it well, ſet it in Bal­neo, ſo let it ſtand four days, yet ſtirring the Matter with a Spatula made of Haſlewood, three or four times a day, let it cool, decant the Vinegar into another Glaſs, pour new upon the Matter, digeſt in Balneo, as before, this repeat with new Vinegar three times, the decanted Vinegar gent­ly draw off, till the Matter remains in the form of a Salt at the bottom, to which, pour new ſharp Vinegar, put it four days in Balneo, as before, to diſſolve, and let that be re­peated, till it be free from any ſediment: Then coagu­late the Matter into a dry Powder, and put it in a Glaſs Cucurbit, with a wide mouth, and a large Alembick, day the Receiver in a Veſſel full of Water, lute the Joynts firm, and diſtil with an open Fire, but very gently, the ſpace of four hours, after that ſtrongly, and the Spirits will aſcend yellow, which are called Air; continue the Fire in the ſame degree, till the Alembick begins to be red; then ſlow the Fire, that the Alembick may be of a blood colour, then increaſe the Fire ſtill, that the Glaſs may be burning hot as a red hot Iron, which keep in that heat, till the Alembick be made of a Snow Colour, then ſtrengthen the Fire yet more, that the Alembick may again be clear and tranſparent, then let it cool, remove the Receiver, and pour the Oyl into a pure [Page] Glaſs, which ſtop well, and you will have the true Oyl of Vitriol ſhining night and day in dark places, which keep well for your occaſion. But you muſt know there is a White and Beautiful Oyl found in the bottom, which to its red Oyl, &c.
This Receipt of Triſmoſinus agrees almoſt in all things with Iſaacus his Deſcription of the Menſtruum made of Vitriol, ſo that it ſeems to me to be borrowed of Iſaacus, eſpecially becauſe the ſame phraſe of Iſaacus of the volatile redneſs of Calcined Vi­triol is retained: Thoſe things therefore, which were obſerved before upon the Menſtruum of Iſaacus, do alſo hereto relate; but we added this, becauſe Triſmoſinus does more aſſure us, that this Oyl ſhines in darkneſs, concerning which quality of his Menſtruum, Iſaacus was ſilent.
Ripley made Menſtruums of this Kind this way.

128. The Circulatum Majus of Ripley. Pag. 395. Accurtationum.
THe time of true Putrefaction and Alteration is com­pleated in the ſpace of Six Weeks, but it may be done in a ſhorter time by half, and that by the acui­tion of our Mercurial Waters, that is, the white and red Water (the milk and blood of the Green-Lyon in Numb. 59.) with common Mercury ſublimate, which thus do: Fix and Calcine the Mercury ſublimate, and diſſolve it in our white or red Mercury (of the ſaid Menſtruum) ſo as to be all one true Water, which Water, being thus acuated, hath the Power of putrifying and altering any Calx of Metals, in the ſpace of three Weeks, and that becauſe the two Fires, name­ly, of Nature and againſt, Nature, are then joyn'd together in that Water.
Common Mercury being diſſolved in Philoſophical Vinegar, or any Mineral Menſtruum, and fixed either by Sublimation as the Circulatum majus of Paracelſus, or Calcination as the Vitriol of Iſaacus calcined to redneſs, is then diſſolved in a ſtinking Menſtruum, and diſtilled through an Alembick. He [Page] reduced all other Metals and Minerals, the ſame way as he did Mercury, into the greater Circulatums, thus.

129. The Metallick Acetum acerrimum of Ripley. Pag. 266. Clavis aureae Portae.
HAving therefore theſe two Mercuries, the white and red (of the Stinking Menſtruum) practice with them either upon their own Earth (or Caput Mortuum of the ſaid Menſtruum) or upon the Calx of Metals prepared, for you need not trouble your ſelf about the Earth, provided the ſubſtance of it be fixed: Take therefore any of them, being white, and ferment it thus: For the White Work, take the Calx of Luna, and the altered Earth (a Philoſophi­cal Calx, made of the Mineral Menſtruum of Luna) in equal quantity, grind them together, and temper them with the White Mercury, which we call Lac Virginis (in the Deſcrip­tion of the Green Lyon) and ſublime them very well, keep and gather that which is not fixed, that is, ſo much as aſcends white, and ſticking to the parts of the Glaſs as Mercury ſub­limate, for this is that our Mercury made by ſublimation out of the white altered Earth; then grind it upon its own Calxes, tempering, diſtilling, and ſubliming it with Lac Virginis, till it be wholly fixed, ſo as to be immovable by Fire: This is the ſublimed and fixed Mercury, for which fools take that common Mercury ſublimed with common Vitriol and Salt, wherein they very much err: put it into a Circulatory, and pour Lac Virginis upon it, till it be covered, then let it be circulated and diſtilled through an Alembick.
An Example of making the altered Earth of Metals, and the way of fixing the ſaid Earth he hath given in Vitriol. Take Vitriol calcined to Aſhes (common Colcothar) grind it to a moſt fine Powder, put it in an Ʋrinal, pour Lac Virginis (the White fume of the Stinking Menſtruum) to it, till it be covered with it, ſtop the Ʋrinal with a Linnen Cloth, and let it ſtand eight days, then add the ſame quantity of the former Milk, repeating it from eight days to eight, but [Page] when it will drink up no more, let it ſtand in the cold well ſtopp'd, till a Criſtalline Earth appears in the ſuperficies of it, like Eyes of Fiſh. Seperate this Earth from the thicker parts reſided in the bottom, and put it (this graduated Vitriol made not indeed of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, nor Phi­loſophical Vinegar, but the Stinking Menſtruum) in a Phi­loſophical Egg, to digeſt (calcine) diſcreetly, till it be per­fectly fixed, then increaſe the Fire, till it be perfectly citri­nated, and ſtill increaſe it, that it may be Rubified in the form and colour of Sanguis Draconis.
Laſtly, For a concluſion, we will add the Circulatum Ma­jus of Iſaacus, made of Sulphurs, which being moſt clear in the graduation, fixation, and volatilization of it, will help to illuſtrate thoſe things which have perhaps remained more obſcure in the antecedent, and make the Receipts in this Kind more clear.

130. The Circulatum majus of Iſaacus, made of Sulphur. Cap. 88.3. Oper. Min.
TAke Hungarian or Spaniſh Sulphur ten or twelve pounds, prepare it upon a Stone, with (Philoſophi­cal) Vinegar diſtilled, as Painters do their Colours, pour a good quantity of the (aforeſaid) Vinegar upon it, put it in Balneo, ſtir it well with a Woodden Spatula, decoct it in a cloſe Veſſel in Balneo the ſpace of ſix or eight days, ſtirring it three or four times a day, then let it cool and ſet­tle, filter the tinged Vinegar, pour on new, repeat this Work, till no more Vinegar will be tinged: Draw off all the tinged Vinegar in Balneo, that a Powder of a golden Colour may remain at the bottom. This Powder prepare and extract with Vinegar, as before; filter the ſolution, and draw it off, till at length it leaves no Feces behind it, then draw off the Vinegar, that the reſt of the Matter may remain in the form of a Powder. Take of this Powder one part, of Salt prepared one part, of Roman Vitriol dried, [Page] ſix parts, mix them all well, and ſublime by degrees, firſt, with a weak Fire, ſecondly, ſtronger, laſtly, moſt ſtrong for the ſpace of two days; ſublime the ſublimation mix'd with its Feces three times, then caſting away the Feces, ſub­lime with new Species, and repeat the Work three times, then diſſolve the Sublimation in the Diſſolving Water for the red (of what Deſcription ſoever in the Twentieth Kind) the Water being drawn off, ſublime, pour on New Water and ſublime, and that do three times: Then take ſeven parts of this Subli­mation, one part of the Calx of Sol, and ſublime: This Sub­limation being put into a Philoſophical Egg, made of Gold (for one of glaſswould be of little uſe for this purpoſe, becauſe it would become ſoft as wax) ſtop it well, and ſet it upon a Tripos the ſpace of eighteen Weeks to be fixed, but the firſt ſix Weeks with a gentle Fire, the next ſix a ſtronger, the laſt moſt ſtrong: Theſe Eighteen Weeks being ended, take out the Matter (being fixed) reduce it to Powder, to which being put in a diſſolving Veſſel, pour an equal quantity of our red burning Water (of the aforeſaid Diſſolving Water for the red) ſeal or ſtop the Veſſel very well, let it diſſolve and ſettle, then take it out, and diſtil it through an Alembick in Balneo with a very ſmall Fire: It is neceſſary for the Receiver, to be well luted, and the Alembick muſt have a pipe in the upper part, for it muſt be ſix times diſtilled, always with new Red Water, and your Matter will at length become thick as Honey, which diſtil in Sifted Aſhes by degrees, and an Air will a­ſcend like Water, then changing the Reciver, an Oyl of a Golden Colour will diſtil gilding the Alembick, as alſo the Receiver; let it continue in the ſame heat till the Alembick be of a Blood Colour, then take away the Receiver; ſtop it ſuddenly, put another to, and increaſe the Fire for the ſpace of twenty four hours, till the Veſſel grows red hot, in which heat, let it continue twelve hours, and the Matter will aſcend red as blood, and at laſt alſo a red fume: Theſe Spirits no more appearing, let the Veſſels cool, keep the Di­ſtillation, but the Feces reverberate, &c.

Out of the Receipts theſe things we obſerve.
[Page]
1. THat theſe Menſtruums, made of the graduated Vi­triols of Metals, fixed in a cloſe Veſſel, have the like place amongſt Mineral Menſtruums, as the greater Circulatums of Paracelſus, have amongſt the vegetable Menſtruums. Diſſolve the aforeſaid Circulatums in any Acid Spirit, and you will preſently make Menſtruums of this Kind.
2. That theſe Menſtruums are Medicines, call'd Volatile Arcanums, diſſolved in an Acid.
3. That the graduated Vitriol of Venus, has ſome certain peculiar Priviledges above the reſt.
1. Becauſe in the Diſtillations of theſe Menſtruums, it hath a Fixed Body, beſides a Soul and Spirit, whereby the two a­foreſaid muſt be fixed into the Stone; but all the other Metals and Minerals being reduced into graduated Vitriols, have no Fixed Bodies, and are divided into two parts only, Spirit and Soul; but becauſe the Adepts found it neceſſary to borrow ſome Fixed Body elſewhere for the fixing of theſe, they therefore more than often affirmed the poſſibility of making the Stone out of Vi­triol alone, without any Addition, thus have we heard Iſaacus in the antecedent Receipts ſaying: God hath vouchſafed ſuch a bleſſing to Vitriol, that the Philoſophers Stone may be made of it alone, without Addition, it tranſlating all Metals into true Sol, but the Oyl of it muſt be fixed with (its) Earth (or Body) but that is not ſo with Metals, for their Earth di­ſtils together through the Alembick.
But who obſerves not here theſe Words, Without any Addi­tion, to be meant of any Foreign Matter, and are ſo to be under­ſtood with ſome certain reſtriction? For this moſt red Oyl of Vitriol, ſhining by night, and which muſt be fixed with its Salt into the Philoſophers Stone, cannot in the leaſt be produ­ced from Vitriol alone, and that crude, being not graduated with Philoſophical Menſtruums.
Moreover as the like Oyl being diſtilled from Gold, and fix­in the purified, but not volatalized part of it, is called by Iſaacus [Page] the Stone of Sol alone; whereas notwithſtanding, he uſed his Philoſophical Vinegar to the making of it; ſo the Stone may be ſaid to be made out of Vitriol alone, without Addition, though the ſame Vinegar was uſed in the preparation of it.
Laſtly, It is manifeſt by the Kinds of almoſt all Menſtruums, that no Acid (that is, dry and incombuſtible Matter) can be reduced into Oyl, without an Oyly Menſtruum, becauſe it muſt receive this unctioſity from the Ʋnctions Spirit of Phi­loſophical Wine.
2. Becauſe it is of mean value, and ſo by the Adepts call'd the Stone, which God hath given us freely. This Work, ſaith Iſaacus, you cannot enter upon with a little Matter, you muſt have at leaſt four or five Pounds of Matter (Gold or Sil­ver) if otherwiſe, the Work will be inſufficient. For it is not the Work of poor men, except the Stone given us by God freely, might happily be obtained; then other Charge is not neceſſary, more than Veſſels, Coals, and Food, till we have prepared the Stone. And the two Stones, which God hath given us freely, for the White and Red Work, require but half the time, as the Matter which is to be taken for preparation ſake, for before we come to Sublimation, the Stone given us freely, is already almoſt brought to fixation. Cap. 17.1. Oper. Mineral. Pag. 313. Vol. 3. Th. Chym. The ſame thing is affirmed by Baſilius: ſaying, There is no moiſture in Gold, unleſs it be reduced into (gra­duated) Vitriol, which would be a Work indeed of no Pro­fit, but much Charge, becauſe of the great quantity of Vitriol required to the making of the Philoſophers Stone; and though there is in Vitriol the deſired Spirit of Gold, of a white quality, and a Soul and Salt of a glorious Eſſence, but how many Countreys, Eſtates and Riches, have been thus conſumed, I will not reckon; but this Admonition I give my Diſciples, to follow the ſhorter way of Nature, that they may not alſo fall into extream and inextricable Pover­ty. If you intend therefore, he goes on, to make the Phi­loſophers Stone out of the Vitriol of Sol, as many men in­deed endeavour, conſult with your Purſes, and prepare Ten or Twelve pounds of this Vitriol, and then you will fi­niſh your Work, whereas Hungarian or other Vitriol would ſuffice.
[Page]3. Becauſe it is our Gold full of the Tincture of common Gold. Green Vitriol, ſaith Ripley, being Stillicidium Ve­neris (or common Vitriol) is by many Philoſophers called Ro­man Gold, becauſe of the abundance of its Noble Tincture, which ought to be fermented with common Gold, Pag. 140. Medulla Philoſ. For Vitriol, he goes on, is nothing elſe but Stillicidium Cupri (or droppings of Copper) in the Mynes, where­in Copper is generated, as Bartholomaeus (an Engliſh Monk and Philoſopher) ſaith; and though it hath an admirable Tincture of redneſs, yet is that Tincture polluted with an un­clean terreſtreity, which is called its original blemiſh, which hinders Gold and Silver from being made of it. Therefore ſaith Raymund, let not the Terreſtrial Virtues over power the Coeleſtial Virtues (of the Sun and the reſt of the Stars) and you will have a good thing in Vitriol. Pag. 303. Pupillae.
Arnold to ſhew the Golden Nature in common Vitriol to his Diſciple, reſolved to prove it by an Experiment, in Speculo Alchymiae, Pag. 605. Vol. 4. Theat. Chym. where thus by the way of Dialogue. Diſciple, I wonder, good Maſter, that you commended Braſs ſo much, I know not whether there be ſo great a ſecret in it, I thought it to be a leprous Body, becauſe of that greenneſs which it hath in it: Where­fore I ſtill admire what you ſaid, that we ought to extract Argent vive (Menſtruum) out of this Body. Maſter, Son! You muſt know, that the Philoſophers Braſs is their Gold, and therefore ſaith Ariſtotle in his Book, Our Gold is not common Gold, becauſe that greenneſs which is in that Body, is the whole Perfection of it, becauſe that greenneſs is by our Magiſtry ſuddenly turned into moſt true Gold, as we know by experience; and if you have a mind to try, we will give you a Rule. Take Aes uſtum well and perfectly rubified (common to be Sold in Shops) and let it drink ſeven times of the Oyl Duenech (Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) as much as it can drink, always aſſating and reducing (cohobating and calcining) then cauſe it to deſcend (melting this Vitriol being impregnated with the aforeſaid Oyl into a Regulus) for pure Gold ſettles as grains (of Kermes) red and pure; and you muſt know that ſo great a redneſs deſcends with it, as to tinge ſome quantity of Silver of a moſt true Colour, &c.
[Page]
To alledge all, that the Philoſophers have ſaid of the Gol­den Nature of Vitriol, would be too much, peruſe Baſilius alone, eſpecially the fourth and fifth Chapter, De Rebus Na­turalibus & Supernaturalibus, as alſo in the Elucidation of the 12. Keyes, and you will find Vitriol more eſteemed by him than any Gold, for his Doctrine is that the Tincture of the Vitriol of Venus and Mars, is far better than the Sulphur of Gold, not indeed in its Kind, for it is one and the ſame in all, but that this Tincture is in the Natural as well as Artifi­cial Vitriol of Venus and Mars higher, and more noble in Colour, more abundant in Quantity, of eaſier Separation from its Body, in Preparation, and of leſs Charge in the uſe, than the Tincture that is in Gold.
4. Becauſe it is Gold opened, not yet fuſed, and ſo of eaſier preparation. You have laboured, ſaith Iſaacus, a long time, before this Matter is made ſubtil and ſpiritual enough to be ſublimed: But if you could procure the Stone, which God hath given us freely, there would be no need to prepare it ſo: But you might preſently take it, reduce it to an impalpa­ble Powder, and waſh away the uncleanneſs of it with a com­mon Water, till the Matter came clear from it, then dry it again, and it would be ready for Sublimation, in which re­ſpect the Work of it is ſhorter. Cap. 22. Pag. 317. Vol. 3. Theat. Chym. To ſpeak more plainly, ſaith Ripley, I affirm, that the more ſubtil a Body is, of the eaſier Diſſolution it is. And moreover you muſt know, that Diſſolution ought to be per­formed by our Vegetable Menſtruum, or ſome other Vege­table. And this Vegetable Mercury (Vegetable Menſtruum) cannot penetrate a Body, ſo as to complete the diſſolution of it, except the Body be firſt made ſpongy; but no Lead is ſo ſpongy, nor ſo ſubtil, as Red Lead or Minium (Vitriol calcined) and therefore if we would not be fruſtrated of our expectation, it is neceſſary for us to take Red Lead, that is, Antimony prepared, which is more ſpongy and ſubtil, than any other Lead. For the (Vegetable) Water will ſuddenly penetrate into it, and diſſolve the moſt ſubtil parts of it. But now to declare further, concerning the ſecond Body, which is Roman Vitriol, you muſt know, that it is an eaſier thing to make the ſeparation of the Elements in a thing com­plexioned, [Page] which was never before forced into a hard and compact Subſtance by the violence of Fire, than to perform the ſame in a Subſtance forced into a hard Maſs, or in a Me­tallick and Stony Subſtance, wherein the Congalative Vir­tue is extinguiſhed, and therefore in reſpect to the other is made Intractable, not being ſoft nor unctious, and conſe­quently leſs obedient to Solution and Separation; for Vitriol is nothing elſe but, &c. Pag. 301. Pupillae.
4. That the Adepts in the more ſecret Chymy meant four things chiefly by the Stone.
1. The Matter of the Menſtruum or Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, of which God willing, in the Fifth Book.
2. All Menſtruums whatſoever, made with the Spirit of Phi­loſophical Wine. Examples enough you will find in the Re­ceipts of Menſtruums produced to you.
3. Every Matter of the Philoſophers Stone; ſo Gold and Silver are in many places called Stones, but by the Stones which God hath given us freely. Iſaacus meant Vitriol for the Red, and Alume for the White. Cap. 39. 3. Oper. Miner. Pag. 67. He hath beſides theſe two other Stones alſo made of Arſeniek and Auripigment both graduated, of which ſee the Six former Chapters, 1. Oper. and Cap. 112. and 113. 2. Oper. Miner. But of theſe in their proper places.
4. Every Alchymical Tincture, tho not in the form of a Stone, but Oyl.
5. That Menſtruums made of Vitriol or Venus are indeed better than the reſt in point of Tinging but not Diſſolving.


The Three and Twentieth KIND. Mineral Menſtruums made of Mine­ral Menſtruums compounded, and Metallick Bodies and other Tinging Things.
[Page]
131. The Oyl of Mars and Venus of Baſilius. Libro de Concluſion. Sect. 1. Cap. 3.
TAke of Verdegreſe ſome Pounds, and with (Philoſophical) Vinegar diſtilled make an Extraction, which is cri­ſtallized into a Noble Vitriol; out of which by a Re­tort is diſtilled a Red Oyl, which diſſolves Mars into Vitri­ol, out of which is the Red Oyl extracted again in a long time, and with a ſtrong Fire; and thus have you the Sul­phur of Mars and Venus together: with this Oyl is Luna graduated, and a good part of the Kings Crown obtained, a part diſſolved with a part of Sol and Luna together, and pu­trified in this Oyl eight days and nights, is changed into good Gold. Praiſed be God.
Annotations.
THo every Mineral Menſtruum is able enough to diſſolve any Body whatſoever, yet the Adepts thought good to acuate them yet more, by the addition of Metallick Bodies, that they might the better diſſolve and tinge their Diſſolutions. In the preſent Receipt Baſilius diſſolves Mars in the Spirit of Venus, deſcribed before in Numb. 113. reduceth it into Vitriol, and at laſt di­ſtils it into a Compounded Oyl. Sect. 2. Cap. 4. This Menſtru­um [Page] he calls Oyl of the Salt of Mars: Now, ſaith he, I have taught you how to extract a clear Vitriol out of Venus, and to diſtil its Red Oyl; this Oyl diſſolves Mars into Vitriol, and being yet once diſtilled ſtrongly by a Retort, you will have a Noble Tinging Oyl, or Salt of Mars, which is a Sub­ject that pays Tribute to the King, and enricheth him. This Oyl diſſolves the Purple Spiritual Gold, and brings it over the Helm, &c. The Proceſs of this Oyl of the Salt of Mars, &c. being by its brevity too obſcure, will be not a little illuſtrated by the following Spirit of Mercury.

132. The Spirit of Univerſal Mercury made of Vitriol of Baſilius. Labore 2. Libri Revelat.
TAke Common Copper, make Verdegreſe of it after the common way, grind it, pour to it a good quantity of Diſtilled Vinegar (Philoſophical, or Vinegar mix'd with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) ſtir it well, and the Verdegreaſe will be diſſolved, let the Feces ſettle, and the Solution will be very pure, clear and green: Draw off the Vinegar in a Cucurbit to thickneſs, and in a cold place a weighty Vitriol graduated to the higheſt degree will be criſtallized, which again diſſolve in hot Water, evaporate the Water till it be thick; put it again in a cold place, and the Vitriol will be again coagulated: which ſolution and coagulation muſt be three times repeated, and the purification of the Vitriol will be perfect: Let the Phlegm evaporate from this Vitriol in a Calcining Pot, and calcine it till it begins to be red, that is enough. Then take pure Flints, calcine, and being red hot, quench them in Diſtilled Vinegar, repeat ſome certain times, till they be well calcined: Then again calcine, and when they are a little cool, pour to them (Philoſophical) Vinegar made hot, and let them be gradually dried. Of theſe little Stones thus prepared, take one part, of the Vitriol now calcined two parts, grind and mix, put the Matter in an Earthen Re­tort, that will not ſuck up the Spirits, or in a Glaſs Retort [Page] well luted, put a large Receiver to it, and the Veſſel being well luted, kindle a Fire by degrees the ſpace of 24 hours, then give a ſtronger Fire 24 hours more, and the Green Spi­rits will come over White, and the Fire being thus continued Red Drops at laſt: Keep this violent Fire, till all the Spirits and Drops are gone over, then put the Diſtillation in a Cu­curbit, and the Veſſel being very cloſe, rectifie it in Balneo with a moſt gentle Fire, and the Phlegme will aſcend, but in the bottom of the Cucurbit will remain the Oyl of Vitriol red and ponderous. This Work being finiſhed, Take pure Filings of Iron, put them in a Cucurbit, pour to them the ſaid Oyl of Vitriol, ſo as to ſwim above them, add ſo much diſtilled Rain Water, till you ſee that the Oyl diſſolves the Iron; then draw of the Phlegme by Diſ [...]illation, and let the remainder criſtallize in a cold place into pure Vitriol, and thus are Mars and Venus joyned together: This Vitriol cal­cine it under a Tyle, and ſtir it with an Iron Hook into a fine reddiſh Powder: This Powder put into a Glaſs Retort, well luted, and the Veſſels being very cloſe, diſtil by degrees of Fire, as you diſtilled the Oyl aforeſaid, and firſt you will have a White Spirit, which is the Philoſophers Mercury, then a Red Spirit, which is the Philoſophers Sulphur, an incom­buſtible Oyl compounded of both the Tinctures of Venus and Mars never to be ſeparated, and this is the Blood of the Green and Red Lyon, with which the King their Father ought to be nouriſhed, draw of the Plegms from this Oyl in Balneo, and it is prepared for Gold to be tinged with it. Take the Caput Mortuum, which is of a Beautiful Crimſon Colour, grind it to a moſt fine Powder, put it in a Glaſs, pour (Phi­loſophical) Vinegar diſtilled to it, digeſt three days in a gentle heat, to extract the Salt, wherein lye the Treaſures of the whole World; without which Salt, all labour would be in vain; draw off the Vinegar in Aſhes, and the Salt will remain in the Glaſs, to which, pour the aforeſaid Oyl (of Venus and Mars) in a Glaſs Retort, and the Salt will be preſently diſ­ſolved, and then diſtil with the ſame violence, as before, and the Oyl will carry its own Spirit of Salt over with it, which rectify once in Balneo, and it will be ten times ſtronger than before, and you have the incombuſtible Oyl of Mercury, [Page]Sulphur and Salt, iſſuing out of one root prepared; this Oyl is the true firſt Matter of Metals, and the true root from which Gold is generated.
This Spirit of Mercury, ye ſearchers of Nature! has been to my knowledge, detrimental to many unwary men, ſeeking after it either too inconſiderately, or arrogantly, which to pre­vent for the future, I will ſomewhat more clearly manifeſt the Nature, Qualities, and Original of it. Common Verdegreſe reduced into Vitriol by Vinegar, then three times diſſolved in common Water, and coagulated, muſt be calcined to redneſs in an open Veſſel, that the ſuperfluous Phlegm may be drawn away, and made fitter for the enſuing Diſtillation. But who­ever calcined Verdegreſe purified, in Apothecaries Shops, call'd the flowers of Verdegreſe, to redneſs, without the di­minution of its Virtues? Who I ſay has diſtil'd a moſt Red Oyl out of this calcined Powder? Verdegreſe therefore muſt be diſſolved not in common, but Philoſophical Vinegar, in order to be not only purified, but reduced alſo into Vitriol, gra­duated to the higheſt. In the 20th Kind, Baſilius diſtils the ſame Red Oyl of Venus, ponderous as Lead or Gold, thick as Blood, and of a fiery quality; that is, of extream acidity, out of Roman Vitriol being highly graduated, that is, either macerated, or throughly diſſolved in the Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine. In the 21th Kind, We took Notice, that the ſame Vitriol of Copper or Verdegreſe being purified with common Vinegar, was reduced into a graduated Vitriol, not indeed by the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine alone, but with the juice of Sowre Grapes, that is, mix'd with common Vinegar, or ſome other ſtronger Acid, and then diſtilled into the Oyl of Venus. If Metals, Minerals, and all other Acids diſſolved in acids, and reduced into Vitriols, be ſo graduated with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine or Philoſophical Vinegar, that the deſired Oyls may be drawn from them, the reaſon why Vitriols alone made of Copper, ſhould be deprived of the ſaid Priviledge, cannot eaſily be apprehended: It matters not whether Vitriol be graduated according to the method given in Numb. 113. or according to the preſcription of the preſent Receipt, for the ſame Spirit and Oyl is produced either way.
[Page]
Now this Oyl of Venus being made, and diluted in common Water, Iron is reduced into graduated Vitriol, which muſt like the Vitriol of Venus be alſo calcined into a Red Colour, and then diſtilled tnto a White Spirit and Red Oyl. The Method of this Proceſs is, in Libro particul. in particulari Martis, thus: Take off the Red Oyl of Vitriol one part, of Spring-water two parts, mix, wherein diſſolve the Filings of Steel, filter the Solution warm, then evaporate it gently to the comſum­ption of a third part, and in a cold place you ſhall find Cri­ſtals ſweet as Sugar, the true (that is graduated) Vitriol of Mars, from which decant the Solution, then draw it off a little, and in a cold place you will have New Criſtals, which gently calcine under a Tyle, ſtirring them continually with an Iron Spatula, into a Powder of a Purple Colour, to which pour (Philoſophical) diſtil'd Vinegar; extract the Soul (Tincture or Eſſence) of Mars, draw off the Vinegar, and edulcorate the Soul: This is that Soul of Mars, which be­ing diſſolved in the Spirit of Mercury, and united with the Soul of Sol, tingeth Luna into Sol.
But of theſe below, The Vitriol of Mars being graduated and calcined into a Purple Powder in our Receipt, is without the extraction of its Soul diſtilled into the Philoſophers Mercury, and Philoſophical Sulphur, the true Oyl of Mars and Venus, the Menſtruum next fore-going in Numb. 131. Out of which, to make the preſent Spirit of Mercury, the Salt muſt be ex­tracted out of the Caput mortuum, with Philoſophical Vine­gar, which Salt being mix'd with the Oyl of Mars and Venus, and diſtil'd together through an Alembick, is call'd the firſt Matter of Metals.
Baſilius ſometimes uſed the Salt and Sulphur of Sol, in­ſtead of the ſaid Salt extracted out of the Caput mor­tuum. Thus,

133 The Oyl of Mars and Venus, acuated with the Sulphur and Salt of Sol of Baſilius. In Supplemento.
[Page]
TAke of the Purple Coloured Gold (the Crocus of Sol, des Konings Purpur Mantel) half an ounce, of the Philoſophers Oyl of Mercury (the Oyl of Mars and Venus) one ounce and half, diſſolve, to which add of the Salt of Sol two drachms; all being reſolved into an Oyl, rectifie it by a Retort, that it may be clear and pellucid.
For the Spirit of Univerſal Mercury, Baſilius took Copper diſſolved in Philoſophical Vinegar, and criſtallized into gra­duated Vitriol, and with gentle calcination, reduced it into the true Crocus, or Red Powder of Venus: But the Iron he diſ­ſolved in the Oyl of Venus (diſtilled out of the ſaid Crocus of Venus) criſtallized and calcined into the Crocus of Mars. For the preſent Menſtruum he requireth Gold diſſolved in Balneo Regis (deſcribed in Numb. 89.) and reduced into a volatile graduated Vitriol, which then being diſſolved in Diſtil'd Wa­ter, he precipitates with three times as much of Argent Vive, out of the Menſtruum but the amalgame from thence produced, he gently calcines under a Tyle, into a Purple Powder or Crocus; as to the making of which here only by the by, but in the fol­lowing ſecond and third Books, we ſhall treat more fully of it. The way of making the Salt of Sol, he has thus in Libro particul. in particulari Solis, deſcribed: Take the White Body of Sol left in the extracting of its Soul, (the Eſſence extracted out of the Crocus of Sol, with the ſweet Spirit of Salt deſcribed in Numb. 28.) reverberate it gently for half an hour, that it may be made corporal, then pour to it the Corroſive Water of Honey well rectified, which in a gentle heat will extract the Salt in the ſpace of ten days: All the Salt being extracted, draw off the Menſtruum from it in Balneo, edulcorate the Salt, by repeating Cohobations in common Diſtilled Water; and laſtly, Clarify it with the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine, and you will have the Salt of Gold.
[Page]
Concerning this Water of Honey, Baſilius in Curra triumphali Antimonii, Pag. 77. thus: Out of ſweet Honey may be made the ſtrongeſt Corroſive and Poyſon, which is to moſt men a thing incredible. The ſame affirms Paracelſus, ſaying: The like is to be underſtood in Honey, which by its elevations is made much ſharper than any Aqua Fortis and Corroſive, and more penetrative than any Sublimate; ſuch a property of ſharpneſs it hath not Naturally, but by elevation, which changeth this Honey into a Corroſive. Libro 5. Archid. Pag. 18. and elſewhere, Cap. 14. de Morbis Tartar. Pag. 319. Honey of it ſelf is innocent, but in the third elevation be­comes mortal.
The way of making this Water, is not indeed in the Writings, which we have either of Baſilius or Paracelſus; yet eaſily will a diligent Diſciple learn the ſame, by the Principles of his Art, for either the Coelum Mellifluum of Pariſinus muſt be diſſolved in diſtilled Vinegar, or ſome ſtronger acid, or crude Honey coho­bated in Philoſophical Vinegar, that is, common, mix'd with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, and the Proceſs will be ſhorter and better. But this Salt of Gold may be alſo made without the ſaid Water of Honey, provided the Menſtruum be ſo corroſive as to diſſolve the remaining Body of the Gold, thus in Labore tertio Revelat. he reverberates the Caput mortuum of Gold, the ſpace of three days, then calcines it with an equal weight of the Salt of Tartar, which he waſheth off with Diſtilled Water, and extracts the Salt out of the dried Powder with Vinegar, which drawing off the Vinegar, he clarifies with the Spirit of Wine, that is, he diſſolves, filters, draws off, and criſtallizeth it into the true Salt of Sol. In another place, he extracts the Salt of Gold by the Spirit of Ʋniverſal Mercury, as in Elucidatione 12. Clavium, where he affirms, that the Philoſophers Stone cannot be coagulated or fixed without this Salt; and that he hath taught the way of making it in the fourth Key. By the Philoſophers Oyl of Mercury, he means the Oyl of Mars and Venus, not yet reduced into the Spirit of Ʋniver­ſal Mercury, or acuated with its own Salt, and the more fix­ed part indeed of this Menſtruum, which he calls the Philo­ſophers Sulphur, not the more volatile part, which is call'd the Philoſophers Mercury: With this Sulphur he diſſolves the [Page] Soul or Crocus of Sol, and converts it into potable Gold. Libro de ſupernaturali Medicina. Yet ſometimes he would have us take the ſame Oyl of Mercury for the Oyl of Roman Vi­triol, the Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 98. So in Libro de particular. in particulari Solis, he reduceth the white Body of the King (Gold, left in the extraction of the Soul or Cro­cus of Sol) with Philoſophical Sulphur, which is the ſecond Principle in order; and the Spirit of Mercury (a little before call'd the White Spirit of Vitriol) into pure and malleable Gold, as it was before, not in the leaſt defective in colour and vir­tue.
Sometimes he acuates the Spirit of Ʋniverſal Mercury, with the Sulphur and Salt of other Metals: Thus,

134. The Spirit of Univerſal Mercury acuated with the Sulphur and Salt of Luna of Baſilius. Libr. partic. in particul. Lunae.
THe Sulphur of Luna being extracted and edulcorated, dry the remainder of the Calx of Luna, to which pour the ſame Corroſive Water of Honey, that you uſed for the Salt of Sol, digeſt gently the ſpace of four or five days, that the Salt of the Luna may be extracted, which you will know by the Whiteneſs of the Menſtruum. All the Salt being extracted, draw off the Water of Honey, edul­corate the Salt, diſtilling and clarifying it with the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine. The remainder left in extracting the Salt of the Luna edulcorate, and dry, then pour the Spirit of Tartar to it, digeſt fifteen days, and proceed as with the Gold, and you will have the Mercury of Luna (of which in the Second Book, for here we uſe it not.) The ſaid Salt of Luna hath excellent Virtues for the Body of Man, of which I ſhall treat in a place more convenient. In the mean time the efficacy of the Salt and Sulphur of Luna you will learn by the Proceſs following. Take the Lazurine Sulphur of Luna, diſſolved in the Spirit of (Philoſophical) Wine (rectified) and coagulated; put it in a Cucurbit, pour to it [Page] double the quantity of the Spirit of Mercury made of the White Spirit of Vitriol: In like manner take the Salt of Lu­na extracted and clarified, which mix with three times the quantity of the Spirit of Mercury, lute both the Glaſſes, and digeſt gently in Balneo the ſpace of eight days and nights; have a care that none of the Sulphur and Salt be loſt, but let them be in the ſame quantity as they were ſeparated from the Silver. Putrifaction being ended, mix both Diſſolutions and diſtil, &c.
He ſometimes acuated this Spirit without Metallick Salt, and Sulphurs only thus:

135. The Spirit of Univerſal Mercury acuated with the Sulphur of Sol and Luna of Baſilius. Libro particul. in particul. Lunae.
TAke of the Sulphur of Luna one part, of the Sulphur of Sol half a part, of the Spirit of Mercury ſix parts, joyn them together, lute well, digeſt in a gentle heat, and a Li­quor will come over of a Red Colour, diſtil through an A­lembick, ſo as nothing to remain.
This Spirit of Mercury he fermented not onely with the Sul­phurs of the perfect Bodies, but ſometimes added to them with­al the Sulphur of ſome imperfect Metal, as Mars, thus:

136. The Spirit of Univerſal Mercury acuated with the Sulphur of Sol and Mars of Baſilius. Libro partic. in partic. Solis.
TAke of the Sulphur of Sol and of the Sulphur of Mars, equal parts of each, of the Spirit of Mercury the heighth of two Fingers above them, that the Matter may be well diſſolved into a C [...]n Water of a Ruby Co­lour, being mix'd, diſtil through an Alembick; that they may become one; as they were  [...] firſt from one Stem, keep it well, that nothing may evaporate.
[Page]
Beſides the Sulphur of Mars he ſometimes added alſo the Sul­phur of Antimony, thus:

137. The Spirit of Univerſal Mercury acuated with the Sulphurs of Sol, Mars, and Antimony of Baſilius. Libro partic. in particul. Antimonii.
TAke of the Sulphur of Antimony two parts, of the Sul­phur of Sol one part, mix. Take of the Sulphur of Mars three parts, of the Spirit of Mercury ſix parts, being well luted di [...] that the Sulphur of Mars may be wholly diſſolved; ther [...] caſt in a fourth part of the Sulphur of Anti­mony and Sol,  [...]ure again, and digeſt till they be all diſſol­ved, then add another fourth part of Antimony and Sol, repeating the Work, as before, till all be perfectly mix'd, and the Matter made like a thick Red Oyl, diſtil the whole through an Alembick.
Sometimes he fermented this Spirit after an unuſual way, namely, without the Sulphur of any perfect Metal, but meer imperfect onely, thus:

138. The Spirit of Univerſal Mercury acuated with the Sulphur of Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn of Baſilius. Libro partic. in partic. Mercurii Vivi.
TAke of the Soul of Mars two Ounces, of the Soul of Saturn one Ounce, of the Soul of Jupiter one Ounce, diſſolve them in ſix Ounces of the Spirit of Mercury, being well diſſolved, diſtil them through an Alembick without any Sediment into a Golden Water like to the tran­ſparent Diſſolution of Gold.
[Page]
Tho theſe Menſtruums of Baſilius may well deſerve the firſt place among the Diſſolvents of the Adepts, yet ſome of the A­depts made Menſtruums not much inferiour to them. Iſaacus Hollandus not onely the better to diſſolve Bodies, but tinge them alſo deeper, made his Menſtruums of Tinging Menſtru­ums, and common Mercury, but being ſatiated with the Tin­ctures (Souls, Sulphurs, &c.) of Tinging Things. Thus made he the Menſtruum call'd,

139. A Compounded Mercurial Water for the Red Work of Iſaacus. Cap. 43.3. Oper. Miner.
TAke Argent Vive purged with Salt and Vinegar, which ſublime with an equal quantity of Aes uſtum, Crocus of Mars, Crocus of Venus, and Lapis Hae­matites; of Roman Vitriol the weight of all, and a little Salt, and repeat the Sublimation ſeven times, every time with new Species, and the Mercury will be ſublimed for the Red. Take of Aes uſtum, Cinabar, Crocus of Mars, Venus, Lapis Haematites, Antimony, equal parts of each; of Roman Vi­triol the weight of all, mix, and reduce to a fine Powder, to which pour of Aqua Vitae compleatly rectifi'd (Spirit of Phi­loſophical Wine) the height of two hands breadth, digeſt in Balneo three days, ſtirring the Matter daily, then draw off the Aqua Vitae with a gentle Fire, then increaſe the Fire gra­dually; laſtly, force with a moſt ſtrong Fire for the ſpace of Twelve hours, that all the Spirits may aſcend: This Work muſt be three times repeated with new Matters continu­ally. Take of this Water one Pound, of Argent Vive ſubli­med for the red as much as ſufficeth, or you can diſſolve, diſtil, and reſerve.
Beſides Mercury he ſometimes added alſo Sulphur and Sal Armoniack ſublimed for the red, thus:

140. The Philoſophers Water made of Three Spirits of Iſaacus. Cap 10.3. Oper. Min.
[Page]
TAke of Roman Vitriol ſix parts, of Lapis Haematites, Crocus of Mars, of Venus, Cinabar, Aes uſtum, Mineral Antimony, of each one part, dry well and mix, put the Matter in a Retort, and pour to it of Aqua Vitae rectifi'd (Spirit of Philoſophical Wine) four Pounds, diſtil, and coho­bate three times, with the Caput Mortuum pulverized: Di­vide the Water into two parts, whereof ſave one, in the o­ther diſſolve one Ounce of Salarmoniack, ſublimed to red­neſs, in Balneo, which being diſſolved, diſſolve one Ounce of Sulphur prepared; laſtly, alſo put in an Ounce of Mercury ſublimed for the Red Work: Theſe three being diſſolved in the Diſſolving Water made of Aqua Vitae, you have a Wa­ter, which is deſervedly called the Philoſophers Water, by reaſon of its admirable and ſecret Virtues, the Miracles of which muſt not be deſcribed, becauſe not convenient for certain Reaſons, &c.
The Preparation of Sulphur, Take of Sulphur Vivum 12 Pounds, to which being pulverized, pour diſtilled (Phi­loſophical) Vinegar, let them boyl gently in Balneo, the Veſſel being very cloſe the ſpace of three days; decant the Vinegar being now tinged warily; to the reſidue, pour New Vinegar, digeſt, and decant, and ſo often repeat, till no more Vinegar will be tinged: The tinged Matter diſtil gent­ly in Balneo, to the remainder of a fourth part; from the reſidue, you will in the ſpace of three or four days in a cold Celler receive Criſtals (the graduated Vitriol of Sulphur) like Niter, clear as Amber, and of the colour of Gold: The remaining Vinegar evaporate into a Golden Powder, then diſſolve the Criſtals and Powder in the aforeſaid Vinegar, and Criſtallize, and that ſo oft, till the Sulphur leaves no Feces behind it. This is a great Alchymical Secret for the Purging of Sulphur. The Preparation of Mercury, Take of [Page] Roman Vitriol (by which the Adepts do more than often mean that which is graduated) ſix or eight Pounds, of common Salt two Pounds, mix them together with three Pounds of Mercury, purged with Salt and Vinegar, ſublime the Mer­cury, and that repeat three times always with new Species, keep the Mercury.
The Preparation of Salarmoniack, Take of Salarmoniack three Pounds, ſublime it thrice with Roman Vitriol, and La­pis haematites, with New Matters every time.
Tho theſe Menſtruums of Iſaacus are not ſo much eſteemed, as thoſe before of Baſilius, as to the Excellency of Preparation, yet are they of no leſs but the ſame Virtue with thoſe, as to the quality of tinging, for they are made of the ſame Sulphurs, Crocuſſes, and Eſſences of Mars, Venus, Sulphur, &c. as the compounded Mineral Menſtruums of Baſilius were made of. Lully acuates the ſame Menſtruums with Metallick Eſſences, not indeed already made, but to be made in the preparation of the Menſtruum, thus with the Stinking Menſtruum, acuated with Vegetable Salharmoniack, he makes the Eſſence of Luna, which being mix'd with the ſaid Menſtruum, becomes a Men­ſtruum of this Kind, and is called.

141. The Compounded Water of Silver of Lully. Cap. 10. Practicae Teſtamenti majoris. Pag. 161. Vol. 4. Th. Chym.
IN the Power of A (God,) take one Ounce of F (clear Luna, Pag. 171.) well purged and refined: And that Silver being well beaten (extended with a Hammer) into Leaves, cut them into ſmall pieces, ſhort and ſlender, then divide them into two equal parts, and take two diſſolving Glaſſes, the Form and Meaſure of which, you will ſee in the Chapter of Veſſels; and in one of theſe two, put one Ounce and a half of F. (Menſtrual Pag. 171. alleadged by us before, in Numb. 67.) I mean the eighth part of the whole Menſtrual, then put in preſently one part of F, and be careful immedi­ately to ſtop the Mouth of the Veſſel with its Cover, and [Page] lute the joynt well, with the luting aforeſaid (in the Preparation of the ſaid Menſtrual) or with clear and pure Wax; which done, put it in Balneo Mariae hot for three days, that God may give you a happy day. Then take F (the Diſſolution of the Silver) and ſtrain (decant) the Water into another clean Glaſs Veſſel, and incline the Veſſel well and warily, that the Earth of F may not be ſtrained with the Water, nor the Water troubled, and ſtop the ſaid Phial wherein you put the Water of F, and keep it apart. Then upon the Diſſolving Veſſel of that F, which ought to be diſſolved (the other part of Silver to be diſtilled into a Men­ſtruum) put its Alembick, which muſt be cloſe and diſcreet­ly joyned with the luting aforeſaid; then place it upon Sifted Aſhes, and ſetting it on a Fornace, kindle your Fire and diſtil, put the Liquor in a Glaſs Phial, and make a Fire of Saw-duſt, and when the Liquor is in a manner all diſtilled, ſtrengthen the Fire a little with Coals, according to that which is uſed for the exact calcining of an Earth, but keep it from too much heat, for we have ſeen it done by the heat of the Sun; underſtand this well, unleſs you would be made a fool, give this heat continually for eleven hours, then ſtop the Fornace, and go to ſleep, and in the Morning take your Calcinatory (which is ſo called becauſe of the property of its operation) and put in the Menſtrual often mentioned, wherein G (our Mercurial Pag. 171. or Vegetable Sal armo­niack) was diſſolved (ſee the Menſtruum below in Numb. 147.) and you will ſee it operate, and the fume aſcend, and the Metal calcined with Liquefaction, but ſtop it better than before with its own ſtopple, which goes in (to the ſaid Cal­cinatory) and have a care of puting it into any other heat, till it hath operated by its own Virtue, and when it hath wrought and is quiet, lute the joynt well with common Wax and being ſo luted, put it in a hot Balneo Mariae three Na­tural days, as you did elſewhere, becauſe it is ſo expedient. Then diſtil the Water, and calcine the Earth (remaining in the bottom) as aforeſaid, and repeat ſo oft till all the Earth is diſſolved by this Method in the Form of a Liquor, and the Diſſolved Limus, or Oyl by Art diſſolved, which is the Subſtance of a Body depurated by Water, and carried by [Page] the Water of the Wind, always keep apart, and when it is all diſſolved (and diſtilled) joyn them together, then putrifie ſix weeks (to be circulated) in a temperate heat, where the Veſſel muſt be very well luted with its Cover, and ſo ought the Figure of I to be done (the compoſition, or compound­ed Water of Luna, Pag. 171. of the ſame Volume.)
The ſame way ſometimes he prepares the Eſſence of Gold with the Stinking Lunar Menſtruum, by addition of which, he makes the ſame Menſtruum more acute, that is more noble.

142. The Stinking Lunar Menſtruum acuated with the Eſſence of Sol of Lully. In Experimento 30.
TAke the aforeſaid Water, wherein you have the Soul of Luna (deſcribed in Numb. 121.) and diſ­ſolve in it two Ounces or one and a half of the fixed Salt of Ʋrine, as you have it in its Experiment (the ſixth, but produced by us in Numb. 30.) which being diſ­ſolved, diſſolve one Ounce of Gold in that Water, putre­fie eight days, then ſeparate the Water by Balneo, and the Body will remain in the Veſſel like melted honey, upon which Matter pour back ſo much of the Diſtilled Water, as to ſwim two fingers above it, cover the Veſſel with its Antenotorium, and putrefie in Balneo the ſpace of 24 hours, then put on an Alembick with a Receiver, lute the joynts well, diſtil in Aſhes; laſtly, increaſe the fire ex­treamly, and that which comes over, keep very cloſe, for it is the animated Spirit, or Soul of the Gold.

From the Receipts we obſerve.
[Page]
1. THat the Menſtruums of this Kind are more noble than thoſe of the 20th and 21th Kinds; there the Eſ­ſences or Magiſteries of Metals were diſſolved in Sim­ple Mineral Menſtruums, but here in the ſame compounded.
2. That theſe Menſtruums differ not from the Menſtruums of the Tenth Kind, but in the addition of Acidity; diſſolve a Menſtruum of the ſaid Kind in what Acid you will, and it will be forthwith transformed into a Menſtruum of this Kind.
3. That theſe Menſtruums are by Digeſtion made ſweet a­gain, and Vegetable as before.
4. That theſe Menſtruums are not ſatiated, but by their Diſſolutions augmented, as well in quantity as quality in infinitum.
5. That the Spirit of Univerſal Mercury, or firſt Mat­ter of Metals of Baſilius, is by him alſo called Mercury dupli­cated, wherein the Kings Mantle is to be diſſolved. Sect. 1. Cap. de Sulphure Mercurii, Sect. 2. de Vitriolo Phil. and Sect. 2. Cap. 4. de Vitriolo Veneris. In another place, the Sulphur of Mars and Venus duplicated. Sect. 1. Cap. 3. de dulph. Martis & Veneris. In another place the Soul of Mars and Venus, as in Particul. Veneris.
6. That this duplicated Mercury is made much better by adding the Kings Mantle, the Crocus of Sol, Luna, and o­ther Metals. That the Menſtruums of almoſt all Kinds are promiſcuouſly called Philoſophers Mercuries, but of theſe more copiouſly and more exactly in the Third Book.
7. That the Spirit of Univerſal Mercury of Baſilius, is the ſame with the Magiſteries of Mars and Venus, made after the Mineral way; diſſolve the Magiſteries of Mars and Venus in the common Spirit of Vitriol, and by this ſimple Diſſolution, you will make the ſame Spirit of Univerſal Mercury.
[Page] 8. That as Mars and Venus, ſo alſo Jupiter and Saturn, and the reſt of the Metals, may be made into the ſaid firſt Mat­ters, that is, of the ſame Virtues with the firſt Matter of Mars and Venus, as to the faculty of diſſolving: But Mars and Venus are preferred for the excellency and exuberance of their Tinctures.


The Four and Twentieth KIND. Mineral Menſtruums compounded of Ve­getable and Mineral Menſtruums mix'd together.
[Page]
143. The Vegetable Fire diſſolved in the Calcinative Water of Lully. Pag. 363. Magiae Naturalis.
TAke of the Vegetable Water acuated (the Metallick Soul of Lully, deſcribed in Numb. 5.) one Ounce, put it in a Phial with a long Neck, into which you poured three Ounces of the Calcinative Water (the Mineral Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 68.) and ſuddenly cover the Phial with its Cover, luted cloſe with Wax, then place it well in a Balneo, the ſpace of two Natural days, and in that time, the whole Vegetable will be converted into Clear Water.
Animadverſions.
THe Adepts acuated the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine di­vers ways, and reduced it into ſeveral as well Vegeta­ble as Mineral Menſtruums in the antecedent Kinds. Now in this 24th and laſt Kind of Menſtruums, they mix not either common Oyly or Arid, or Acid Matters, with the Ʋnctious Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, as they did in the aforeſaid Compoſitions of Menſtruums, but joyn Vegetable and Mineral [Page]Menſtruums, already perfected together, in order to make Men­ſtruums of this Kind. The like Menſtruum almoſt is made by Luly, and call'd

144. The Vegetable Heaven diſſolved in a Mineral Menſtruum of Lully. Pag. 59. Teſtam. Noviſſimi.
TAke of the Stinking Menſtruum (deſcribed in Numb. 99.) one Pound, add one Pound, or half a Pound, which will be enough, of Aqua Vitae moſt perfectly rectified (Philoſophical, deſcribed in Numb. 30.) and acuated with the ſublimed Salt of Tartar (in Numb. 17.) or Wine: Hold the Veſſel in your hands, and do not put it on the ground or any other place, till the fury (of the ebullition) is over, and it is a mixture of a Vegetable with a Mineral; ſeal it with Wax, and let it ſtand a day, then put it two days in Balneo, and diſtil in Aſhes, and you will have a limpid, clarify'd and ponderous Water; then put it in a Circulating Veſſel very well ſealed, the ſpace of ſixteen days in Balneo conveniently, till you return, and ſee the Water well united, and at the bottom of the Veſſel, in the form of a Criſtalline Salt, keep it.
The ſame Menſtruum but of different weight he made elſewhere, he added half a part of the Vegetable Menſtruum to one part of the Stinking Menſtruum in the antecedent, but in the following Menſtruum he takes more of the Vegetable than Mineral Menſtruum.

145. Ice compounded of Vegetable and Mineral Menſtruums of Lully. Pag. 68. Teſtam. Noviſſ.
TAke of the Mineral G, or Stinking Menſtruum, three Ounces, and of Aqua Vitae rectifi'd and acuated with the Salt of Tartar four Ounces, put them together in a Glaſs, [Page] and diſtil nine times in Balneo, and in that time it will be all converted into one, as Ice.
Ripley mix'd vegetable and mineral Menſtruums thus.

146. The Aqua Mirabilis of Ripley. Pag. 212. Philorcii.
TAke the Tartar calcined white as Snow, grind it up­on a Marble, and incerate it with Aqua Vitae fortified with its Species, as is premiſed (with the Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 8.) till it be as thin paſte; then put it in a Circulating Veſſel, and circulate the Water, till it is whol­ly dried up in the Tartar; repeat the ſame Work, and ſo continue, till it hath drank off the Water double its part and quantity in weight, which done, grind the Tartar, and lay it upon a Stone, or hang it in a Linnen Bag, and put a Glaſs under to receive the droppings of it, and this muſt be done in a place under ground, till all the Tartar is diſtilled into clear Water; out of which, after Diſtillation and Coa­gulation, is made a wonderful Salt of Nature, which the Phi­loſophers call Salt-peter, and incombuſtible Sulphur (proper­ly the volatile Salt of Tartar) which fixeth any Argent Vive: But to have perfect Aqua Vitae (requiſite for this Work) put (Philoſophical) Wine in a Circulatory for a hundred days, to be circulated with its Species, and then extract Aqua Vitae out of it (the Menſtruum in Numb. 23.) becauſe if you put to it as much Salharmoniack ſublimed as Tartar, one drop of it, after it is perfected, ſuddenly kills a Cancer in the Fleſh of Man, and if it be dropped upon ones hand, pene­trates it, and diſſolves every Body. Without this Water we profit little in this Art, and he that has this Water, will not in the leaſt doubt of compleating the Art: But this Wa­ter is made twice as ſtrong, if an equal quantity of the Mi­neral Spirit, which is the Philoſophers acute Water (the Green Lyon of Ripley in Numb. 59.) be added to it, and then cir­culated upon the Tartar, and upon the Sal harmoniack to ſpiſ­ſity, [Page] and then diſſolved into Water; which if done, this Water will be of greater value than any Gold, and one of the wonderful things of this World.
Sometimes they mixed Vegetable Salharmoniack, inſtead of Vegetable Menſtruum, with Mineral Menſtruums. Thus,

147. The Stinking Menſtruum acuated with the Salharmoniack of Lully.
TAke of the vegetable G. (Vegetable Mercury or Salhar­moniack) one Ounce, put it in the Phial with a long neck, wherein you put three Ounces of E before (the Stink­ing Menſtrumm in Numb. 67.) and preſently ſtop it with its ſtopple, ſealed with common Wax, that nothing may reſpire, then diſtil in a hot Balneo, the ſpace of three Natural days, into a clear diſſolved Water.
As they added Salharmoniack to ſimple Mineral Menſtruums, ſo alſo to the ſame compounded.

148. The Stinking Lunar Menſtruum, acuated with Vegetable Salharmoniack of Lully. Cap. 14. Practicae Teſt. Major. Pag. 163. Vol. 4. Th. Chym.
IN the power of A (God) take one Ounce of the Compounded Water of Silver (deſcribed in Numb. 141.) diſtilled through an Alembick, and put to it one Ounce of the vegetable G. (Mercury or Salharmoniack) diſſolve, &c.
Baſilius mixed theſe Menſtruums thus.

149. The Spirit of Mercury mixed with Vi­triol and the Fiery Spirit of Wine of Baſilius. Labore 3. Libri Revelat.
[Page]
TAke off this Oyl (the firſt Matter of Metals made out of Venus and Mars, or Spirit of Univerſal Mercury de­ſcribed in Numb. 132.) eight Ounces, of the Spirit of Wine rectified to the higheſt (the Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 19.) five Ounces, diſtil by a Glaſs Retort, and that three times, always with New Spirit, ſo as that fifteen Ounces of the fiery Spirit of Wine may be joyned to the eight Ounces of Oyl.
Paracelſus made the following mix'd Menſtruum for the Ar­canum Lapidis or Antimony.

150. The mix'd Menſtruum of Paracelſus. Cap. 6. Lib. 10. Archidon. Pag. 39.
WHoever deſires to graduate his Metallick Heaven (Antimony) to the higheſt, and reduce it to an Action, muſt firſt extract the liquid primum Ens Coeleſtial Fire, Quinteſſence of Mercury, (not of Sol; as it is ill read in the Latine) and the Metallick Acetum acerrimum (the Circulatum majus of Paracelſus deſcribed in Numb. 51.) out of its life, that is, common Mercury, by diſſolving it with its Mother, that is, the Arcanum of Salt (Salt circulated in Numb. 27.) and mix it with the Stomack of Anthion, that is, the Spirit of Vi [...]riol (the Menſtruum deſcribed in Numb. 98.) and in it (the mix'd Menſtuum) diſſolve, digeſt, &c. the coagulated Mercury of Antimony (the Regulus of Anti­mony.)

From the Receipts we obſerve.
[Page]
1. THat theſe Menſtruums are the mixtures of divers Men­ſtruums.
2. And that they may be made of all Vegetable and Mineral Menſtruums, being mix'd together at the Artiſts pleaſure.
3. Yet that they are made the better, the more tinging the Menſtruums were.
4. That theſe Menſtruums do by Digeſtion become ſweet and pure Vegetable Menſtruums.


EPILOGUE.
[Page]
THeſe are the things, My Friends! which I promiſed you; the Menſtruums of Diana, hitherto by none but the Adepts deſcribed, declared, and rightly applied to Ʋſe, and are now by me ſo manifeſtly explained, and diſtributed into their Kinds, that they may be diſtinctly apprehended even by the meaneſt Chy­miſts. There are indeed many more Menſtruums remaining (for Diana has ſuperfluity of Menſtruums) which I have not ſhewed you; but I thought theſe ſufficient, as Examples to you: You, if you pleaſe, may collect more, and appropriate them to their Kinds: But if it be our duty to reſpect the common Good, I could wiſh you would communicate to me ſome of the more rare Manuſcripts or Impreſſi­ons of the Adepts, if you have any in your Studies or Libraries, that they may be of ſervice not only to you, but to all Mankind, or at leaſt ſignifie their Names to me, that I may either buy, or by entreaty borrow them of you or others; eſpecially you being already well aſſured, that in Practical Books all Secrets depend upon the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, but that in the Theoretick, they are all moſt obſcure, being figurative, and not in the leaſt to be under­ſtood according to the Letter; which, if you keep longer in your Libraries, will be dayly expoſed to a thouſand dangers, and at length, as nothing worth, being mouldy and rotten, become the Ali­ment of Time, the Conſumer of all things.
In the mean time, deſpiſe not theſe Receipts of Menſtruums of­fered to you, but rather read and peruſe them, and every where en­deavour to find out the Chymical Truth, but thoſe which you do not either underſtand, or not eſteem, caſt away as trivial; for if one on­ly Kind, or any one Receipt of a Kind out of four and twenty, pleaſe you, it is ſufficient; for we will eaſily prove that by that one, all the Secrets of the more Secret Chymy may be prepared.
If alſo you are pleaſed to object againſt the Authority, yea Ho­neſty and Sincerity of this or that Adept, as, Paracel [...]us, Lully, &c. you may leave him, and reject his Receipts, making choice of [Page] any other, in whom you may have greater confidence, and we will prove all the reſt by his Receipt: Learn therefore the ways of ma­king theſe Menſtruums, obſerve their Orders, Degrees, Mat­ters, Methods of Making, the Virtues of Diſſolving, Tinging, Multiplying themſelves, &c. and you will acknowledge them to be the beſt Inſtruments of all the more Secret Chymy, as Keys, with­out which nothing, and with which all the Secrets of this Art are opened and unlocked.
To make theſe Things, which we have declared in the former Diſcourſe, of the Excellencies of the Menſtruums, more eaſie to you, I will here contract into a Breviary, and reduce them into twelve ſubſequent and infallible Concluſions.
I. That the Deſcriptions of theſe Menſtruums are un­derſtood according to the Sound of the Letter.
THat the Receipts of this Book contain nothing occult, but the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine (the Uſe only of which we promiſed to define) you will eaſily vouchſafe us your Aſſent. Nor yet is it too obſcure, but that it may be properly called an unctuous Spirit, proceeding from the White and Red Wine of Lully, the Conſtitutives of the Menſtruum foetens: The reſt, which ſeem more obſcure, are Terms of Art, for the moſt part explained in the very Deſcriptions of the Receipts of things made and produ­ced from this Spirit: But the obſcurity, which a ſhorter or longer deſcription of a Receipt cauſeth, is by accident, to be eaſily over­come and removed by any diligent Diſciple of this Art.

II. That no one of the aforeſaid Menſtruums is prepa­red without the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine.
AMong all theſe Menſtruums of the Adepts imparted to you, there is not one, which has not the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine for its Baſis. There are indeed Menſtruums, in the Receipts of which, we meet not with the Name of this Spirit, yet there it is [Page] lurking under the name of this or that Menſtruum. Other Re­ceipts of Menſtruums there are, which do not take the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine free, but as it were ſettered, that is, any Common Oyl; but when in the making of theſe Menſtruums the Spirit is unſettered, as alſo acuated, ſuch Menſtruums cannot in the leaſt be ſaid to be made without it. There are laſtly alſo Men­ſtruums, in the Receipts of which, neither the Spirit of Philoſo­phical Wine, nor any Oyley Matter is expreſly mentioned (but theſe are more rare, on purpoſe alledg'd to ſhew us either the Envy or Moroſity of the Adepts) whereas notwithſtanding it is by the Ʋſe of the Menſtruum, manifeſt that this Spirit is added through ne­ceſſity; for that which is promiſed, could not otherwiſe be ef­fected.
Finally, There are ſome, which you will affirm may be made with Common Spirit, Common Vinegar, and Aqua fortis, or Com­mon Sal Armoniack without the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine: Suppoſe it ſo; but when you proceed to Practice, and try an Ex­periment with ſuch a Menſtruum, you will ſoon find it not only too weak, but alſo altogether ineffectual, and deſtructive in the more Secret Chymy: For it is impoſſible to do that with a common Menſtruum, which the Adepts have preſcribed by a Philoſophical Menſtruum. The Secrets of the more Secret Chymy have this Priviledge, that they cannot be made by any man but him that is poſſeſſed of Philoſophical Wine.

III. That theſe Menſtruums are prepared from any ſort of Matter.
We have demonſtrated that the Menſtruums aforeſaid are made of divers Oleoſities, Aridities and Acidities of the three Kingdoms. You have obſerved the ſimple Vegetable Menſtruums to be made of things neither Tinging nor Acid; Compounded Vegetable Menſtruums of things Tinging, not Acid; Simple Mineral Men­ſtruums made of things Acid, and not tinging; the Compounded, of things both Acid and Tinging. Wherefore being now better aſſu­red of your Menſtrual Matter hitherto ſo anxiouſly ſought for, you may take crude Mercury, or Vitriol, Niter, common Salt, Salt of [Page] Tartar, or Ʋrine, Rain-Water, May-Dew, the Spirit of the World alſo, by whatſoever Art obtained, or any other Matter alſo which you have made choyce of before the reſt, for the true and univerſal Matter of a Menſtruum, in which choyce you will not err; for it is much at one, whether you make it of Gold or Mercury; whether of Pearls or Arſenick; Vegetable or Mineral Salt, provided you pro­ceed according to this or that Kind of Menſtruums, with conſide­ration alſo of what Ʋſe you would have the Menſtruum, leſt you prepare an Eſſence inſtead of a Magiſtery, or a Poyſon for an Anti­dote: On the contrary, take pure Honey ſo applauded by Pariſi­nus, or the Salt of Tartar, commended by Ripley; or common Salt, eſteemed by Paracelſus, as the Matrix of Metals; or Vitriol abounding with the Tincture of Gold, extolled by Baſilius, or Ar­gent vive magnify'd by moſt of the Adepts, as the open Metal: Take, I ſay, which of them you pleaſe, but you muſt know it cannot in the leaſt anſwer your expectation, except it be joyned, that is, corrected, exalted and graduated with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine.

IV. That theſe Menſtruums are alſo prepared by any Method.
YOƲ have here had ſeveral Methods of Preparation, which if not ſatisfactory, you may pleaſe to invent new ones. Herein is contained nothing ſecret, if your Matter, and the Spirit of Phi­loſophical Wine be, without any poſſibility of being ſeparated, mixed together, and diſtilled either in part or whole, through an Alembick: For every Matter, by what method ſoever volatilized and diſtilled with the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, is a Men­ſtruum.

V. That theſe Menſtruums are ſufficient alſo for every Uſe.
[Page]
YOƲ have now in this Book obſerved the Uſe of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, as alſo of moſt Menſtruums in theſe ways of making Menſtruums: hereafter, in the following Books you will perceive them to be ſufficient for every purpoſe. By theſe means you will make all the Medicines of the Adepts, reduce all Metals into running Mercury, or if you had rather, into the Philo­ſophers Mercury, or firſt Matter of Metals. By theſe will you make as well univerſal as particular Tranſmutatives of Metals, the beſt of all in reſpect of deeper Tincture, ſhortneſs of Time, and conciſeneſs of Work. Hereby laſtly, will you prepare whatſoever curioſity has been left us by the Adepts, and preſcribed in their Books, ſo that if they have any Preparations without the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, you may decline them without any dammage: For theſe Menſtruums do volatilize all fixed Bodies, and fix the volatile and volatilized, diſſolve the coagulated, and coagulate the diſſolved: Ʋnder which few Notions are comprehended all the Operations of the more Secret Chymy.

VI. That theſe Menſtruums are many.
YOƲ have obſerved divers Kinds of Menſtruums, deſigned for ſeveral diſtinct Ʋſes. Simple Vegetable Menſtruums do extract, rather than diſſolve Bodies; the Compounded diſſolve only, but not extract: That which Vegetable Menſtruums do, the Mineral cannot; and ſo on the contrary: Of Vegetable Men­ſtruums are made Medicines only, not Poyſons; but of Mineral Men­ſtruums, Poyſons only, and not Antidotes without the ſingular dexterity of an Artiſt. An Ʋſe different and contrary to its ſelf admits no univerſal Menſtruum: The Spirit of Philoſophical Wine is indeed the univerſal Matter of them all, but there is not one of all the Menſtruums ſufficient for every Ʋſe; wherefore, un­leſs [Page] you will for the ſame reaſon call every one univerſal, becauſe they all proceed from the Spirit of Light, the univerſal Baſis of all things, we cannot but deny an univerſal Menſtruum.

VII. That ſome Menſtruums are corroſive.
THat Mineral Menſtruums are corroſive, and therefore diſ­ſolve Bodies with ebullition, is clearly manifeſt by the Re­ceipts aforeſaid. I would not have you, being perhaps not ſuffici­ently inſtructed in the Sayings of the Adepts, every where decla­ring againſt Aqua fortiſſes, and all Corroſives, either deſpiſe, or think ill of them: Theſe are thoſe Menſtruums by which the an­cient Adepts abbreviated their Time and Labour in preparing their Tinctures: And Paracelſus juſtly entituled himſelf to the Monarchy of Arcanums, he having been the principal Inſtrument in compleating not only the Abbreviations of Alchymy, but moreover introducing theſe Mineral Menſtruums to Medicinal Ʋſe, and that with ſo much dexterity, that there ſeems to be now no hope left to his Diſciples of mending any imperfection of this Art, as will be demonſtrated in the following Books: Beſides, theſe Menſtruums differ from the Vegetable Menſtruums no otherwiſe, than that an Acidum is ſuperadded to them, or to the Spirit of Philoſophi­cal Wine, corroding the Aridum, and dividing it into Atoms, making way for the Oleoſum, to be ſooner and better incorporated and mixed together, which notwithſtanding do by taking away the Acidum, return into the ſame Vegetable Menſtruums they were before.

VIII. That theſe Menſtruums are permanent, yea fixed with Things diſſolved in them.
IT is by the former deſcriptions of Menſtruums, manifeſt, that as well the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, as Menſtruums made of it, do ſtick to the things diſſolved in them. There is indeed no better Argument to confirm the excellency of Menſtruums, than that they are homogeneous and permanent with things diſſolved, and con­ſequently [Page] Diſſolvents tranſmutable with the diſſolved into a third ſubſtance different from both: Theſe Menſtruums therefore are ſo far from being immutable, that, according to the Edict of the whole Crowd of Philoſophers, to wit, The diſſolution of the Body is the coagulation of the Spirit, and ſo on the contrary, nothing in the more Secret Chymy, can be more infallible. Now this permanence of Menſtruums you have obſerved not only in the volatilizations of Menſtruums, but alſo in the fixations of ſome, thus you had the fixati­on of the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine in the greater Circulatums of the Ninth, and Two and Twentieth Kinds; but you will find more in the Preparations of Medicines, as well as Tinctures. They were by an Analogy of the Ancients ill called Menſtruums, unleſs alſo they could be transformed into the ſubſtance of an Embryo, and yield proper Nutriment and augmentation to the Infant: The Spirit of our Wine is indeed an abſolute Oleoſum, that is, combuſtible, but here being throughly mixed with Aridums, it becomes incombuſti­ble, and deſpiſeth the violence of Fire: It is alſo moiſt, and ſo uncapable of fixation; but the moiſter and thinner parts, which it contains, are ſeparated in the work of fixation from the more Oyley Particles being now concentrated. So you obſerved, that, in the Preparations of the Sal Harmoniacks, or Sulphurs of Nature, the Spirit of Philoſophical Wine, as alſo the Vegetable, as well as Mineral Menſtruums are partly reduced into inſipid Water, and partly ſticking to the Matters left in the bottom, and fixed: But better Examples you will have both in the Second and Third Books.

IX. That Menſtruums are not ſatiated with diſſolving, but become rather more avidous, and ſo are by Diſſolutions augmented as well in quantity as quality.
THough the Spirit of our Wine is the Baſis, Root, and Cen­ter of all Menſtruums, Medicines, Alchymical Tinctures, and Pretious Stones, yet nevertheleſs doth it diſſolve ſlowly, yea only ſuch Bodies as are homogeneous to it, that is, purely Oyley, as it ſelf is a pure Oleoſum, and aſſociate the ſame to it, tranſmuting [Page] into its own Nature, and ſo multiplies its ſelf by this means. Now ſo ſoon as this Spirit is tranſmuted into an Arido-Oleoſum, it does under the name of a Simple Vegetable Menſtruum, diſſolve Ari­do-Oleoſums, that is, the Sulphurs or Tinctures of the Mineral Kingdom, the pure Aridum being untouch'd, and left in the form of a white Powder, with which Eſſences the ſaid Menſtruums or Eſſences may indeed melt together, but not in the leaſt be ſatiated, becauſe there is an Addition and Multiplication of like Parts: But the ſame Vegetable Menſtruums being now compounded of the Simple, do no more extract the Tinctures and Eſſences of Minerals, but diſſolve and tranſmute the whole Maſs or Subſtance of theſe Bo­dies into an Oyl ſwimming above, which is called a Magiſtery: Now this being digeſted together with its Menſtruum, at length falls in, is united, and ſo multiplies the Compounded Vegetable Menſtruum. For an Example to young Beginners; The Spirit of Philoſophical Wine being a Menſtruum of the firſt Kind, and acuated with the Oyl of Nutmegs, is hereby made a Menſtruum of the ſecond Kind; or acuated with Honey, if you would have a Menſtruum of the third Kind: diſtil either of thoſe Menſtruums with Common Sal Harmoniack, and you will have a Menſtruum of the fourth; but if you deſire one of the fifth Kind, cohobate either of them with the Salt of Tartar, and you will have the Ace­tum acerrimum of Ripley; or with common Salt, and you will make the Sal circulatum of Paracelſus; Cohobate Mercury, or any other Mercury, or any other Metal through an Alembick with this Vinegar or Salt, and you will tranſmute the Simple Vegetable Menſtruums into the Compounded Vegetable Menſtruums of the eighth Kind; from which you will further prepare Menſtru­ums of the tenth Kind, by diſſolving and volatilizing any other Metal in them. The ſame Rule you have as to our Mineral Men­ſtruums: But the Common Menſtruums cannot receive beyond their Capacity.

X. That theſe Menſtruums are alſo Secrets of the Second Book.
[Page]
YOu have in this Book obſerved that among the Vegetable Menſtruums there is none but what is either an Eſſence, or a Magiſtery, and it will be more copiouſly demonſtrated in the Book of the Preparations of Medicines: You have alſo taken no­tice by the aforeſaid Receipts of them, eſpecially being compared with the following Deſcriptions of Medicines, that Mineral Menſtru­ums are the ſame Medicines, but mixed and diſſolved with Acids.

XI. That theſe Menſtruums are likewiſe Secrets of the Third Book.
IT is now partly clear by the Receipts of them, but will be more clear by the Secrets of the Third Book, that the Simple Men­ſtruums are the Philoſophers Stones not yet fermented; but the Compounded are Menſtruums mixed with the Maſculine Seed, and therefore Volatile and Fermented Stones.

XII. That theſe Menſtruums are in like manner Secrets of the Fourth Book.
THat theſe Menſtruums do gove Light by Night, and con­ſequently, are perpetual Lights, yield alſo Matters for Pearls, Pretious Stones, &c. the Receipts themſelves do ſhew; which will be confirmed by the Fourth Book.
[Page]
RIPLEY, Cap. 13. Philorcii. Without theſe Waters we do little Good in this Art; but he that hath theſe Waters, will without all doubt compleat the Art.


The End of the Firſt Book.


ERRATA.
[Page]
EPiſt. Ded. pag. 5. l. 3. read theſe for that. Ep. to the Reader, p. 10. l. 10. r. have a mind to. Preface. p. 3. l. 20. for Vegetative, r. Vegetable. p. 8. l. 28. for Minerals, r. Mineral, p. ibid. r. fixt Vegetable. p. ib. l. 8. after that, r. it ſcarce deſerveth. p. 12. l. 6. for mixt, r. mix. p. 14. l. 26. for is it, r. it is. p. 24. l. 12. dele of. p. 31. l. 3. after oyl, r. or middle ſalts, for ſalts or. p. 39. l. 5. for their, r. the. p. 42. l. 33. for with, r. which. p. 45. l. 4. for the, r. a. l. 16. for that only are they able to do, r. that only is able to do this. p. 48. l. 16. for as, r. us. p. 54. l. 11. for fly, r. flow. p. 56. l. 14. for drive, r. dive. p. 69. l. 24. for diſtil, r. diſtil'd. p. 78. l. 19. for ſtored, r. reſtored. p. 81. l. 1. omit the firſt four lines wholly. p. 95. l. 1. for the latter is, r. it. p. 119. l. ult. dele to. p. 127. l. 12. for Metallick of, r. Me­tals. p. 128. l. 31. for extract, r. extracting. p. 130. l. 32. for prefers, r. preſerves. p. 138. l. 21. for wherefore, r. whereof. p. 146. l. ult. r. for an Aurum potabile, he prepares a Men­ſtruum out of Gold and Silver thus. p. 152. for away, r. all the. p. 177. l. pen. for out, r. out of. p. 181. l. 8. for its, r. in. p. 182. l. 14. for greens, r. greeneſs. p. 199. l. 33. for fire, r. Firr. p. 215. l. 5. for into it, r. it into. l. ult. for greens, r. greenneſs. p. 246. l. 22. for Water, r. Matter. p. 261. l. 3. after Wine, r. and Salts. p. 296. l. 27. dele and when the Deſtillation is. p. 301. l. 14. for ſhewing, r. ſhining. p. 306. l. 2. after Menſtruums, r. made. p. 326. l. 27. for Tho, r. tho. p. 349. l. 30. for Acids, r. Arids, d 351. l. 33. for repeating, r. repeated.
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