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Reader▪

HAving lately put to the Preſs, a diſcourſe upon the Parable of the Pro­digal, cheifly the two laſt ver­ſes of it, and therein treats much of the merciful compaſſion of God toward ſinners, and ready­neſs to receive the cheif of them, upon their return to him: yea to give by Jeſus Chriſt repentance and remiſſion: I have thought it very agreable with that diſcourſe [Page]to make publick alſo this enſu­ing Relation of God's gracions dealing with a woman in our town of Lin; a woman of good parentage, and that ſometime li­ved in good faſhion but (through decay and poverty) partly fell into temptation and ſo into ſin,  [...]ter ſhe had ſome underſtanding of the truth and goodneſs of God, and had made thereof ſom­time ſome profeſſion, and ſurely as ſins againſt knowledg, and af­ter mercy extended, are very provoking of God's diſpleaſure, ſo it was a token of his diſplea­ſure againſt her ſo ſinning to permit her (after many convince­ments, warnings and reproofs given her, and ſtill ſinned againſt [Page]by her) to fall into ſo groſs ſin, as to pull upon her open ſhame, and puniſhment in the veiw of men, falling with child adulte­rouſly, and being delivered in ſe­cret, ſhe cauſed it to be caſt forth which God (in ſeverity againſt her ſo hainious ſinning, yet in mercy to her ſoul) would have come to light and there by her brought to ſhame and ſuffering. during the time of whoſe impri­ſonment he yet magnifyed his grace and mercy toward her in giving her repentance and filling her with good & lively hope, of her ſalvation, as enſuing this Re­lation will inform thee, being the ſumme of diverſe paſſages and obſervations noted by a relation [Page]to her by Marriage. viz. Tho­mas Moor junior, (ſince that a­laſs deceaſed and now with God) and for the uſe of Friends written by him: who as he was indued with great underſtand­ing and wiſdome in the know­ledge of the holy Scriptures, and of the grace of God, and there­through made a very skilful, able and expert ſpiritual Phyſitian, to poor ſinful and aflicted ſouls, ſo was it her mercy to have much converſe with him, and helpful­neſſe from him in the time of her impriſonment, whoſe endea­vours for her, as his abundant charity through the grace of God led him to undertake them, ſo through the bleſſing of God, [Page]were a very good means of her repentance, and of the comforts & encouragements that her ſoul met with, ſhe was it ſeems much exerciſed about the Parable of the Prodigal: and I was much ex­erciſed about what I have there­upon publiſhed, by occaſion of her, with whom I alſo conver­ſed in the time of her reſtraint, though ſhe ſpeaking to me but once about it, I knew not that ſhe was ſo much exerciſed in it, till I had neer finiſhed what I thereon writ, but when I under­ſtood it, it made me the willing­er to publiſh it. And the pub­liſhing of that moved me alſo to publiſh this, being an inſtance of mercy ſo agreable to it. I had [Page]noted ſomething my ſelf about her and of her ſpeech at her ſuf­fering, but finding thoſe paſſages of my Friends and Brothers, more large and full then mine own (mine own alſo as to the main of them, being inſerted in­to the Treatiſe or diſcourſe be­fore mentioned as to what might be without mention of her name) her ſpeech being alſo here re­membred, and ſet down much fuller then my memory retained thereof or was related by me. I choſe rather to publiſh this of he [...] then any thing of my own: this alſo being full of very uſe­ful obſervations profitable to be known, which  [...]udged great pi­ty ſhould be wrapt up in a napkin [Page]and be only in the hands of ſome fewer Perſons. I have only ad­ed ſome brief anſwers to ſome things objected by ſome againſt her: with a few homely verſes, and now it is publick do thou read and make good uſe of it, and the Lord give his bleſſing with it.
Thine to ſerve thee in the Goſpel of Chriſt. J. H.
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The Efficacy of the true Balm or Medicine for Reſtoring and healing the Soul.
A true Relation of Miſtriſs Roſe Warnes Carriage Confeſsian of her ſins, and Profeſſion of hope in the mer­cy of God; ſo far as it was known to an eye and ear witneſs of much of it after ſhe was apprehended, and to the time of her death, with ſou [...]e mention by the way of the means uſed for her help.
[Page]
[Page]
AFter the Juſtices had been with her and taken her examination I went with my wife to ſee her and found ſome women with her, and her ſelf full of ſorrow, and ſhame. I told her whatever ſhe had done and how­ever grievouſly ſhe had ſinned againſt the Lord and againſt her own ſoul, and againſt his name and people of which (though I knew nothing par­ticularly [Page]of what procured this ſhame and ſorrow to her, nor deſi­red at this time any perticular con­feſſion from her yet) I doubted not but there was ſomewhat of ſhameful iniquity, and long ſtubbornneſs in hiding it, that procured this ſhame and ſharp correction. And that which made made me ſo judge was the in­finite mercy of God and his ſlowneſs to anger, who is not eaſily provoked to ſuch ſeverity and ſharpneſs in re­bukes; yet whatever it was, I deſi­red ſhe ſhould not adde this to all, to ſay there is no hope; But know there was yet forgiveneſs, and mercy with him, that he might be feared, and hoped in by her, for ſtill this ſaying remains faithful and true, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, even ſuch lawleſs and diſobe­dient ſinners. And God hath exalted him a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance and forgiveneſs of ſins even to rebellious, and back­ſliding ſinners. And he was now u­ſing thoſe means to ſave and redeem her from her iniquities, becauſe mil­der [Page]ones would not effect his end. And therefore not to be angry or frown againſt him for judging thus, for which we make it our work to hide our ſin he is ingaged in love and faithfulneſs to us to make it his work to diſcover and make us take ſhame, and if we would timely judge our ſelves we ſhould not be judged with ſuch ſharpneſs and when we have provoked him to uſe ſharpneſs, ſtill he judgeth us in this world that he may not conde [...]n us with the world; Therefore now at laſt, Humble your ſelf under the mighty hand of God and to day, if yet you wilt, hear his voyce harden not your heart, for ſtill its to day, which he is ſparing you, and hath not cut you off in your iniquity, and is ſtill by any means calling you, that you may eſcape the damnation of hell. Therefore now let us take ſhame and judge our ſelves. Truly I muſt take ſhame to my ſelf for my unfaithfulneſs to you, that I have not been more watchful nor more laid to heart what I have obſerved and heard.
[Page]
I have obſerved that you have been of latter times very ſeldom in the Company of your faithful friends and negligent when you have been with them, of minding and giving earneſt heed to that which might and would have kept you from this.
I thought it might be occaſioned through the troubles and cares of of this world coming on you by your neceſſity and ſtra [...], and having your children like to be caſt on you and deſolate, and therefore ſought to help it by ſeeking to make your life more comfortable, by engaging for you to put you into a way for your help, and the help and relief of your children with bread. I heard alſo of your being oft in evil vain and wanton company, and having fel­lowſhip with them in ſuch vanity fi [...]thyneſs and fooliſh talking as is not convenient. But partly hoped it was not ſo, becauſe it was hid from me, and though not without ſome fears of ſome truths in ſuch reports, yet was ready to excuſe it, as an iſſue of the temptation of the fear of want, [Page]and hoping of getting ſome advan­tage, or relief by ſuch friendſhip, which though very evil, yet I was the leſs ſevere in judgeing becauſe of your poor condition, and thought rather firſt to ſeek to take away the occaſion by ſuch means as aforeſaid.
But did now ſee cauſe to blame my ſelf, and therefore could the more pitty her, and earneſtly pro­feſſed that ſhe and we all might now take notice, that God would by no means allow, or ſuffer it in thoſe that make mention of his name; and keep company with thoſe that call upon him in truth, To have fellowſhip with others in their unfruitful works of dark­neſs. And in their merry meetings, and revellings (in which alſo it is a ſhame to ſpeak of thoſe things that are done of them in ſecret) but would more ſeverely correct it in them then in others that know not God.
I deſired her to acknowledge to Gods glory whether ſhe had not been more a frequenter of ſuch pri­vate meetings that are indeed un­lawful, [Page]lawful, wicked and laſcivious then a compan [...]on of thoſe that truly fear him; Amongſt wh [...]m I told her, I had very  [...]eldome ſeen her of late times.
Upon this ſhe freely confeſſed, that ſhe had been ſo formerly until ini­quity had got dominion over her. But ſince that ſhe feared her being with childe, and was alſo made ſen­ſible of the pitty and kindneſs of her friends, who knew not what ſhe had done; ſhe was filled with ſhame fear and horrour, and had not frequen­ted ſuch evil company. But earneſt­ly begged of the Lord, to forgive and hide her ſin, and cover her ſhame, and not make her a reproach to the fooliſh, which alſo ſhe was perſwaded, he would have done for her had the at laſt obeyed his voice, ſpeaking to her when alone, and by his ſervants when ſhe was ſometime in their company, Admoniſhing and moving powerfully no longer to hide her ſin but to declare her ways to ſome faithful friends that might pitty and pray for her, and ſeek her [Page]help and healing. And ſhe many times was reſolved to do it, and yet could not when ſhe had opportunity they that ſhe thought ſhe could moſt freely have opened her ſelf too, not firſt finding her out, nor being jea­lous of any ſuch thing; ſhe knew not how to break the Ice, but ſtill full of ſhame and guilt came ſeldom among them, and when ſhe did, met with ſuch powerful reproofs as made her afraid and aſhamed of them, as if they had known all that was in her heart, and ſeen all her ways; which reproofs of inſtruction had ſhe ſub­mitted too, and been willing to take ſhame with her faithful friends ſhe knew ſhe ſhould have met with help and healing, and might have pre­vented this that was now come upon her, but ſhe refuſed to take ſhame, and now the Lord had ſhewed him­ſelf above her in the thing in which ſhe dealt ſtubbornly and proudly, and now he had made her willing to accept of this ſhame as a juſt and gra­cious puniſhment of her iniquity, & ſhe now ſaw that all this was needful [Page]to bring down her heart. And yet could not but hope in his mercy, that by his thus judging her in this world, he would ſave and redeem her from her iniquities, and deliver her ſoul from going down into the pit of de­ſtruction.
Afterward my wife and I being with her alone; ſhe declared ſome­thing of her ways of iniquity, and deeds of darkneſs more particularly, but (as I feared, and told her) with too much extenuating, hiding, and excuſing, and ſo much ſhe confeſſed the next time I was with her. Alaſs ſaid ſhe, I have yet ſought to hide my ſin, and to excuſe it and put off as much as I could of the blame and ſhame of it from my ſelf even in my confeſſions of it to you. But God hath found me out, and made you an inſtrument of ſhowing me the dark corners of my heart. I think you know me, better then I do my ſelf, I confeſs you have diſcovered the root of all this evil, and of mine iniquities getting ſuch dominion over me. The Idolatrous eſteem I had of [Page]having a ſelf ſufficiency in my own hand of thoſe things, God was rend­ing from us, this love of money made me unwilling to ſubmit to Gods cha­ſtiſements of that nature, and laid me open to ſuch temptations, as be­ing yeilded too promiſed help in the things my ſoul luſted after; and though ſtill God croſſed me in all yet my purpoſe being not broken, but my heart inclined to its covetouſ­neſs. I went on frowardly, and ſtub­bornly after the way of mine own heart, &c.
I believe and am verily perſwaded ſhe then hid nothing, but by degrees as ſhe could and had opportunity, did declare her ways, and backſlid— ings wherein ſhe had tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord, and his people even from the firſt to the laſt of theſe her wandrings that had brought her to this ſhame; and did very much take the ſhame of all to her ſelf, yet ſtill always ſaid that ſuch iniquities of fil­thyneſs and uncleanneſs of the fleſh, as were now become hers, were not ſo formerly, nor had ſhe ſuch natu­ral [Page]promptneſs, that way for temp­tations to work upon, but did al­ways deteſt and abhor it all her young time both ſingle and married, and therefere her iniquity was the great­er, in yeilding, and ſuffering her ſelf to be over come as ſhe had done; but having once given way to and dalli­ed with temptations, thinking her ſelf ſtrong enough to reſiſt them, when ſhe would, ſin got dominion over her, and it became more then her own iniquity, and then ſtill de­ſirous to keep a name Among her friends, was unwilling to reveal her temptations, ſnares and weakneſſes to them, and ſo got no deliverance. Yea though many times filled with horrour? yet was there a ſecret de­ſire cheriſhed to hide and hold faſt deceite, a refuſing to return. There­fore that God was righteous in all, and gracious in thus judging ſhe oft fully abundantly, and freely acknow­ledged, and did very much abhor her ſelf, as more vile then we could im­magine; and did willingly accept of the puniſhment of her iniquity in the [Page]ſhame brought upon her, and that becauſe ſhe ſaw by faith, that there was yet help for her in the name of the Lord, though ſhe had deſtroyed her ſelf. And indeed ſhe was much helped by it, and being through a deep fence of her need engaged to a more earneſt giving heed to the things ſhe had heard, and that ſhe might now know them as ſhe ought to know them, more ſeriouſly then ever giving attention to reading, to exhortation and doctrine ſhe profi­ted much in the time of her impri­ſonment, and grew to a more clear and right underſtanding of the Go­ſpel of Chriſt: and of the great things therein belonging to her peace; and God did create the fruit of his lips in that gracious word peace to her, which led her with great deſire and delight to exerciſe her ſelf therein day and right, ſhe much longed after the company of her faithful friends, and bewailed her neglect and ſlighting ſuch op­portunities, as now her ſoul thirſted after.
[Page]
She was much converſant in a little Book lent her (Intituled Inſtructions to the Living from the conſideration of the future ſtate of the Dead) in which Gods imputing righteouſneſs with out works; and juſtifying the un­godly, and things pertaining thereto is treated of, ſo that it became her own in reading, and ſearching the Scripturns, whether thoſe things were ſo; and was much affected with it, and appeared to have met with much help to her underſtanding, increaſe and ſtrengthening to her faith and hope, through ſo weak a means, which yet to her was not weak, ſhe could not but commend it to others, and deſire them to read it. After which I gave her my Papers that are now made publick (Intituled Forni­cation Cendemned) which ſhe oft red, and ſeriouſly pondred both in the Manuſcript, and after they came out in Print, and deſired many others to read, and conſider the ſame as that in whith ſhe met with great help, and mercy, and others might in read­ing be helped with that which would [Page]preſerve and deliver them from ſuch ſins, and ſnares as ſhe had fallen in­to.
She was much exerciſed in read­ing the Parable of the Prodigal Son in the Goſpel, and ſeemed to have much right underſtanding in it, and help by it, and met with ſuch refreſh­ing from the conſideration of his Fa­thers receiving him with ſo great joy, and in ſuch manner as is there expreſſed as would not let go, but pleaded for, and ſtil rejoyced in though ſhe met with ſome repulſes: ſomething like the woman of Cana­an.
There was in her whole carriage a mixture of paſſionate ſorrow, and tears in the remembrance of her ſinnes, and conſideration of the ſhame brought on herſelf and frinds, and occaſion given to the adverſary, to blaſpheme that worthy name cal­led upon her, yet never with­out hope in the mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt: which indeed truly melted and broke her heart. A mixture of this I ſay with chearful­neſs [Page]of ſpirit and face, in which though ſhe had more true rejoyceing in the Lord then it may be many did think, or then ſome (more pure then their maker) could brook that ſuch a ſinner ſhould ſo ſoon have, in the joy of his ſalvation reſtored, yet there was alſo a mixture no doubt of fleſh (as alſo to her ſorrowings I ſay a mixture of fleſh appearing in too much lightneſs of ſpirit by fits, unbe­ſeeming her condition, but it was her natural infirmity augmented by evil communications and cuſtomes, ſome remainders of which were yet to be ſeen upon her to the laſt, and oft be­wailed by her, and though ſome were offended, and ſtraightned towards her on ſight of it ſometimes, yet without good reaſon, for was ſhe not even a brand pluck [...]t out of the fire, and i [...] it ſtrange to ſee the ſmell and blemiſhes of the ſmoak and fire ſtill to remain on ſuch a brand? And are not we alſo our ſelves compaſſed about with infirmity, and liable to remptations; yea have we not ſin dwelling luſting and warring in us.
[Page]
And can we not then have pi [...] bowels and compaſſion even to­wards the ignorant, and them that are out of the way. Yea on our poor broken Brethren, and ſeek to reſtore and heal ſuch with the ſpirit of meek­neſs, conſidering our ſelves, leaſt we alſo be tempted; Oh how ſhort are we of like mindedneſs to that ſer­vant of the Lord, who is Lord of all, that ſeeing many things that might provoke and ſtraighten his hand and heart towards us, yet doth not ſo obſerve them againſt us; who blind as the Lords ſervant, See Iſa. 42.19.
She had ſome injury, by being put in hopes of ſaveing this life by ſome that it may be might have done more then they did (had they had a fa­vour for her) in order to the ſave­ing it, yet the moſt that I perceived her cheriſhing ſuch a hope, was from a miſtake of her own through which ſhe perceived that which was right; I had it from her ſelf.
I cannot (ſaid ſhe) be without hope of Gods mercy in delivering [Page]me from this further judgement that I have deſerved at his hand and ſpa­ring this life to me a little longer, that I may recover more ſtrength be­fore I go hence, to know him, and glorify him, as I have diſhonoured him; and to endeavour the bringing up my children: and the reaſon of my hope is only in the mercy of God, that is ſo exceeding and a­bundant. And hath ſo abounded to­wards me a vile wretch, which en­courages me to hope for more.
I anſwered, that did give her ground of encouragement ſtill to look for his mercy unto eternal life, and for whatever in his wiſdome might moſt conduce to that end; but whether the ſaveing, or deſtroy­ing this preſent life might moſt con­duce to that end, or might moſt tend to his praiſe, that was a ſecret reſer­ved in his own breaſt; and not ſo re­vealed that we might know, till we fee it in the iſſue, and then our faith ſtrenthens to believe that beſt, and moſt tending to that end, which he doth. He only knows how, in what [Page]manner, and by what means to de­liver the godly in and out of temp­tation, and to reſerve the unjuſt un­to the day of judgement to be puni­ſhed. And  [...]s infinite mer [...] that ſuch ſinners, and back ſliders may yet in turning to him t [...]at ſmiteth them, and appro [...]ching to him by Je­ſus Chriſt through that new and li­ving way opened by his blood, be re­puted as godly, accepted as true worſhippers, and be waſhed in the blood of the Lamb, and have their names changed in Heaven, and be counted much to partake of the in­heritance with the Saints in light, behold what manner of love is this, that we ſuch ſinners, that have juſtly deſerved to be called by other names here, ſhould have our ſins forgiven in Heaven, and be called by a new name there; Even ſons of God, heires with Chriſt, of the inhereritance of ilfe. let this at all times ſatisfie; and that he alſo knoweth how to deliver, even to deliver us from all our tranſgreſ­ſions, and out of all our temptations, whether by life or death, leave that to him; and make not haſt to kindle [Page]ſparks, or to appoint him his way, which way he muſt ſhew us that mercy, he hath given us encourage­ment by his blood, to hope for unto eternal life.
This or what elſe was ſaid of this nature, ſhe replyed that indeed is e­nough to ſatisfie, and did quiet her heart and this life ſhe valued not in compariſon of it; but ſhe might tell me of ſomething, that gave her ſome encouragement to hope for this life alſo: but ſhe thought I would not approve it, nor was ſhe without fears of her own miſtake in the applicati­on of it, and it was this, that ſcrip­ture was much brought to her mind, and did follow her, I ſhall not dye but  [...]ive, and declare the works of the Lord. Pſal. 118.17.
I told her, that was primely ſpo­ken of Chriſt, as the whole Pſalm, as applyed by our Saviour, and the A­poſtles ſhew, and of him.
1. As perſonally conſidered, and yet he dyed once, but could not be holden of death; nor hindered by it from declaring the works of the [Page]Lord, he it is that liveth and was dead and behold he is alive for evermore. Nor did he dye in death, or fail of his undertaking, and work, but therein and thereby declared the workes of the Lord, the Father glo­rified his Name in his ſufferings, and glorified it again in raiſing him, and giving him glory &c.
2. As myſtically conſidered in his body the Church, who though chaſtened ſore yet are not ſo given over to death; but that a ſeed of them is preſerved to call upon him, and declare all his wonderful works, and his word that he hath put in his mouth, and in the mouth of his ſeed, which ſhall not depart, and in a ſub­ordinate and ſecondary fence, it might be ſpoken of David; yet he did dye and was buried, and his Se­pulchure ſaith the Apoſtle is with us to this day. But, he was not cut off untimely, but preſerved to the ſer­vice to which he was called, and fit in his generation, and to finiſh his courſe with joy. He was yet a little longer ſpared to declare the works [Page]of the Lord. And I would not que­ſtion: but this ſcripture might be brought to her mind by the ſpirit of the Lord, to comfort and encourage her ſoul with this: that he that was chaſtened ſore and dyed, yet was not given over to death, but was raiſed and ever liveth to make interceſſion for her, and to declare the works of the Lord, that ſhe made her ſelf ve­ry much uncapable of declaring to Gods praiſe, and to declare his works in her, and in delivering from blood guiltineſs, that ſhe alſo might declare there while that ſhe had breath here: and this gives ground of encouragement that ſhe ſhould not dye in dying, but in ſuch wiſe live (becauſe he lives) as that the works of the Lord might further be declared in and by her; and he know how to magnifie his name in and by her death, as well as by her life, nor did this give any ground to hope for this life.
When I went another time to ſee her: ſhe told me ſhe expected I would have writ ſomething for her to read [Page]and conſider for her helpfulneſſe in the underſtanding that Scripture a­foreſaid, that ſhe might underſtand where her miſtake was.
I anſwered I did not think, it had ſo much impreſſion on her ſpirit, I mean her miſtaken application of it, and truly I did not the leſs but the more fear her death by the hand of Juſtice, in that ſhe was ſo ready to catch at any thing, and to compaſs herſelf with ſparks, as even to apply that to her ſelf which was ſpoken of the Son of God, to gather hopes of this preſent life from, and not more bowed to accept of the puniſhment of her iniquity: in any thing God ſhould order as to this life for the hopes ſake ſet before her; and ſpoke ſomething further to the opening it again, then I muſt let it go, and I thank God it doth not much trouble me to part with it for nothing of my hope as to eternal life goes with it, that which hath quickned me to that, & nouriſheth that, is the reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead, who was de­livered for my offences, & the Name [Page]of the Lord as declared in him, that name of God and truth in Jeſus hath made me free, & given me boldneſs, and confidence by the faith of him (to ſuch purpoſe ſhe ſpake) but I con­feſs ſaid ſhe: I had a deſire if God ſee it good, that this life might be ſpared, partly for my dear childrens ſake, and cheifly I think that I might live to know more of that worthy name, that I might honour it, as I have given occaſion of great blemiſh and reproach to it: but, God knows my unfitneſs, my heart is deceitful, oh let it ſuffice me if his name may be magnified, whether by my life, or death.
After the Seſſions was appointed, and ſhe had notice of it, I went to ſee her, and ſhe told me how on the firſt news of it, her ſtrength departed from her, a ſuddain aſtoniſhment and trembling befel her, and ſhe thought of appearing before ſo many in ſuch a caſe was terrible to her, but ſhe ſoon recovered ſome ſtrength to hope in the mercy of God, that had turned her heart and feet to his te [...] ­monies, [Page]and to that rock of which ſhe had been unmindful, that he would ſtand by her, and perfect what concerned her, ſo as might be beſt for her and tend moſt to his praiſe, I endeavoured then, and in my ſeve­ral viſits before the Seſſions to open and apply that gracious inſtruction encouragement and warning in Iſa. 50.10.11. Both ſhewing who is the Lords ſervant there ſpoken off, whoſe voice is to be obeyed in all things; and why called Gods ſervant, what his voice is, and why called the voice of the Lords ſervant, and how to be obeyed in all things in all it ſaith, or teſtifieth, inſtructeth, reproveth, re­quireth, and how therein God is truly feared and worſhipped by us: and likewiſe that ſuch true fearers and worſhippers of God may ſome­time walk in darkneſs, and have no light; and in what fence that is to be underſtood, and laſtly that when ſo yet they are not left wholly comfort­leſs, or as Orphans, but bave the name of the Lord to truſt in: their God to ſtay upon, to lean and de­pend [Page]on, and wait for; though they know not what to pray for as they ought in ſuch caſes, not knowing what manner of deliverance may be beſt for them, and tend moſt to his praiſe, nor ſee any way of eſcape, looking on the right hand or on the left, or which way deliverance ſhould come, yet he that knows how to deliver doth alſo make interceſſi­on with God according to his will, and hath the tongue of the learned, and ſo knows how to ſpeak a word in due ſeaſon to him that is weary, and is made perfect, and infinitely fitted to all his work and office through ſufferings; this the reſt, this the refreſhing. But when we will be in ſuch dayes of darkneſs, kindling a fire, and compaſſing our ſelves a­bout with ſparks, we muſt expect this at the hands of the Lord, to lye down in ſorrow from them.
She much rejoyced in the word of the Lord, which as ſhe found ſhe did eat, and it was to her the joy, and rejoycing of her heart; yet was ſhe not without ſome unſettlement [Page]and confuſion, or diſcompoſure up­on her ſpirit between fears and hopes as to this life, being encoura­ged by many to hope for the ſaving of it, and ſeek't to pervert the hope and perſwaſion given her in the mer­cy of God through Chriſt, to an ex­pectation and looking for it in ſa­ving her from this judgement, and on the other hand, by all the inſtru­ction and encouragement ſhe met withal from the Name of the Lord, and his grace in Chriſt, led to reſt, and rejoyce in that which gave her hope in Death, and therein willingly to reſign and give up the hopes and deſires of this life, and to leave the matter to him quietly, as accounting the hope of eternal life which God had given her in Chriſts infinite mer­cy, and enough to ſati-fie. The Seſſi­ons being paſt, and ſhe condemned to death, being found Guilty by the Jury, upon little or no certain evi­dence of her guilt of the fact of which they found her guilty, yet without any frowardneſs, or preju­dice I could perceive againſt the in­ſtruments [Page]ſhe did acquaint herſelf with the Lord in it; and accepted it as from his hand as a righteous and gracious puniſhment of her iniquity: and was much more ſetled, and com­poſed in her ſpirits than before, and ſo more fit to hear, and re­ceive the encouragements and in­ſtructions of his name, as I found at my firſt viſit of her, immediately on her return from the Seſſions when ſhe had received her ſentence. When firſt I applyed my ſelf to ſome reminding and further opening of the name of the Lord, and particular­ly of that great inſtruction and en­couragement in it; that through and by the means of his death, by which peace and atonement is made for ſin, and he impowered to forgive ſins on earth, he hath power to ſave from wrath, to redeem from all iniquity, to reſtore and bring back from all their wandrings to God, to receive and make accepted on their turning to him in his gracious drawings; e­ven ſuch as have ſold themſelves for their iniquities, and for their tranſ­greſſions [Page]are put away, from ſuc [...] nighneſs, fellowſhip mercy and good things, as otherwiſe they might have enjoyed here, and to this purpoſe be is Annoynted and conſecrated for evermore, having on his Aſcention on high, received gifts in the man, not only for men as they are ſinners in themſelves and from their firſt na­tural root, but from the rebellions alſo, though rebellion be as the ſin of witchcraft, in which men make a new and perſonal compliance and confe­deracy with Satan, as if the compli­ance made with him in their firſt na­tural root were not enough: and ſell themſelves for their iniquities, as if their being carnal and ſold to their hand under ſin, through the diſobe­dience of one were not ſufficient, they ſin after the ſimilitude of Adams tranſgreſſion, yet though they have ſo done, to him belongs mercy & forgive neſs even for & towards them, ſee Dar, 9.8.9 with Iſa. 50.1.3. There is help in him for ſuch as have deſtroyed themſelves. Hoſ. 13.9.
'Tis a faithful ſaying and worthy of [Page]all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners▪ even ſuch ſinners as are lawleſs and diſobedi­ent ſinners, that will not be reform­ed, or reclaimed by the law of grace, but prophanely go on hideing and holding faſt, and allowing themſelves in their ſins, and are murtherers of Fathers, murtherers of Mothers, Man-ſlayers, Whore-mongers, A­dulters, Abuſers of themſelves with mankind, and if there be any thing contrary to ſound Doctrine, they are lawleſs and diſobedient in going on in the trade and way of their own iniquities, till the laws of God and men ſay hold on them, yet ſuch Chriſt came into the world to ſave, and not for ſuch only, but for blaſphemers of the Name of Chriſt, and Perſecutors of the Ch [...]rch of God which are mentioned by the Apoſtle there as his ſins, and greater then the former as to matter of fect, and as in the ſight of God, yet ſuch Chriſt Jeſus Came into the world to ſave, not to ſave them in their ſins but from them. And God hath exalted him a Prince' [Page]and a Saviour for to give repentance and forgiveneſs of ſins to ſuch, He is the propitiation now with God for ſins of that nature, that might have been prevented, and might have been kept from, by the Grace of God, and that not only for thoſe to whom he hath given an underſtanding to know him that is true, and that are in him, but alſo for the world, for them who yet lye under the power of the wicked one, that judgement may not be ſpeedily executed, but a door of mercy and life may be held open, while yet he is by any means calling them, that in turning their ſins, which yet are detain'd in heaven againſt them, while they continue in them may be bloted out &c through this man therefore is preached to you the forgiveneſs of your ſins, for he came becauſe of that truth to forgive ſuch ſins, as men cannot righteouſlly forgive, as in that Jer 3.1. &c, And can have compaſſion where none can have none. And by him all that beleive are juſtifyed, from all things, from which they [Page]could not be juſtifyed by the law of Moſes, even for ſuch ſins as that af­forded not a typical juſtification from; but condemned the ſinner to death under the mouth of two or three witneſſes, yet by him all that believe through this Name in which repentance and remiſſion of ſins is preached to them; are juſtified from all things, even from all things from which they could not be juſtified by that law, yea this perfection of the righteouſneſs of God, and plentu­ouſneſs of redemption, even the for­giveneſs of ſins, in and through it is witneſſed in the law and Prophets, for to him give all the Prophets wit­neſs, that through his name whoſoe­ver beleiveth in him whoſoever (whatſoever they be or have been yet) now beleiving in him that juſtifyeth the ungodly, ſhould name­ly through the ſame name of him, through which they beleive receive the forgiveneſs of their ſins, its to him (not to, or of us) that the Pro­phets gave this teſtimony; therefore  [...] his work and office as through [Page]his name, his power which the Fa­ther by means of his death, to blot them out in honour: ſo through the opening of his Name in which they truſt to make them partakers of it in their mind and conſcience, by his knowledge, or ſtill in and unto ſuch things, and ſo by or through the knowledg of himſelf ſhall my righte­ous ſervant juſtify many.
Here truly me thought ſhe pre­vented with her underſtanding, and with great refreſhing and delight, de­ſired further to hear off, expreſs her underſtanding of this matter; how through his name he gives the remi­ſſion of ſins, and quickens to, and nouriſheth a lively hope by the re­ſurrection of Chriſt from the dead, and did her ſelf very aptly oppoſe that name of the Lord to the fire of mens own kindling &c. And with gladneſs ſtill more clearly to ſee wherein ſhe had exceeded, did ac­knowledge her folly, and take ſhame to her ſelf for her eadineſs to ca [...]ch at any thing to kindle a fire to her ſelf and compaſs her ſelf about with ſparks, for a vain hope of this [Page]life, when ſhe had ſuch a worthy name to truſt in: and the grace in Chriſt was ſufficient for her, & to her to encourage defend and ſtrengthen her in her expectation of the mercy of God unto eternal life, & ſo in whate­ver might moſt conduce to that which now ſhe was well aſſured this ſhould, or elſe ſhould not have come upon her, but while ſhe was thus with pleaſure rejoycing in the name of the Lord, and in the diſcovery of the vanity of other confidences, and ſparks of her own kindling, and with gladneſs relinquiſhing them, ſhem et with ſome tryal of her faith, by means of ſome coming in (happily ſome of them not having well learned the truth as it is in Jeſus, and ſo not e­nough acquainted with ſuch rejoyce­ing in the Lord, and in his name on­ly, or not acquainted with her for­mer exerciſe in the time of her afli­ction) who urged the neceſſity of ſeeking ſome certain evidence and aſſurance of the forgiveneſs of her ſins, and thereunto preſſed to a parti­cular confeſſion, &c,
To whom ſhe replyed, that grace [Page]of God that bringeth ſalvation to all men, in its appearance powerfully moves to repentance, oh ſaies ſhe (they were her ſayings oft, and with an appearance of deep ſence as having felt and proved the truth of what ſhe ſaid) that melts and breaks the heart it turns all the inwards of a man as it were within him, that not only teaches that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly righteouſly and godly in this pre­ſent world; but when through for­getfulneſſe and departing from it, we have ſinned, and ſinned grievouſly, yet it admoniſheth and moveth to repentance, and when the heart is turned again to that, oh what ſor­row and melting it works in the ſight of ſuch infinite grace to be ſo abuſed and ſhame with encouragement to hope that yet God ſhould wait to be gracious to ſuch; ſhe oft repeated, and aſſerted that it did ſo work even to all ſuch things in truth as they preſſed too, only upon the ac­count of duty, and as a work of the Law; and for knowledge of the truth [Page]of her faith, and repentance, with­out declaring any certain ground, that might be as a foundation for it, and move to it, and work it, and told them it had ſo taught her, though ſhe had ſinned againſt it, and though ſhe was a vile wretched ſinner, yet this grace of God was exceeding a­bundant to her with faith and love which was in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſhe could not but deſire, oh that all other ſinners knew this grace of God, and the gift by grace. For it is a faithful ſaying and worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, of whom (ſaid ſhe) I am the cheif, I am the cheif, Howbeit he hath mercy on me, for a pattern to others, this grace is ſufficient for me, I have found it ſ [...]icient, oh it is ſuf­ficient for you all, oh that all knew it: when ſome told her of what evi­dences ſome in her condition had ſought and found of the truth of their repentance and graces, and thence, and from other like means got aſſu­rance of the forgiveneſs of their ſins, ſhe replyed, ſhe knew no other ſign [Page]or witneſs; but the ſign of the Pro­phet Jonah, even him whom God had given for a witneſs to the people, nor needed ſhe any other; for to him give all the Prophets witneſs, that through his name, whoſever believeth in him, ſhall receive the forgiveneſs of ſins, his name through faith in it had healed and made her ſtrong; when others urged ſhe muſt take heed of re­ſting in a falſe faith, ſhe again reply­ed, 'tis a faithful ſaying, that Jeſus Christ came into the world to ſave ſinners, no falſe faith, 'tis the true grace of God, that bring [...] ſalvation to all men, and ſhe could not but wiſh for them, that they all knew it; when again they re­plyed upon her, that it was not o­thers concernment but her own that was now to be minded by her, and that there was ſomething neceſſary to be found in her faith, and repen­tance more then in all caſes was ne­ceſſary, to evidence the truth of it ſhe pleaded, that there was but one Faith, ſhe knew but one, and that ſhe knew nothing ſhe had to do, but now to believe on him that juſtifyeth [Page]the ungodly that imputes righteouſ­neſs without works; and that it is to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifyeth the ungodly that ceaſeth from his own works to believe &c, when to this reply was made, true this was one thing need­ful to be found in her repentance, a ceaſing from her own works; (that is ſaid they) from her evil works, but this not all neceſſary in her caſe, ſhe again replyed nay from all my own works, for the beſt of them are dead and unprofitable, and righte­ouſneſs cannot be attained by them, no nor by any of yours ſaid ſhe; the beſt of you muſt acknowledge you have ſinned, and are ſinners, and that in your beſt righteouſneſs, therefore by the deeds of the law can no fleſh be juſtifyed in the ſight of God, but now the righteouſneſs, of God is manifeſted without the law &c. ſhe earneſtly preſſed that, that though they had not all ſinned as ſhe, whoſe ſins was manifeſt, yet ſo unclean was their beſt works, that if God ſhould enter into judgement with [Page]them they could not ſtand, nor e­ſcape the wrath of God; it was ſaid that was true according to the old covenant. But now we are conſide­ring our ſelves under another cove­nant (As intimating, that accord­ing to the covenant given us in Chriſt, men might be accepted, and ſtand juſt before God in their own works, not conſidering that God hath made him that knew no ſin, to be ſin for us, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him.) but ſtill in him ſhe glorifyed, nor would be beaten off from it, nor moved to re­joyce in any thing elſe, nor to ſeek after any other thing to rejoyce in, but ſtood fixed like him: God for­bid that I ſhould glory in any thing, ſave in the croſs of Chriſt; by whom the world is crucyfied unto me and I unto it. This I obſerved in her reaſon­ing with divers, that though ſomtimes ſhe would to commend that grace in Chriſt, tell them how it had taught her, and had and did work upon her, ſuch humiliation, willingneſs to take ſhame &c. And to ſatisfie them did tell ſome that ſhe [Page]had confeſſed her ſins, and declared her wayes ſo farre a [...] ſhe knew them to her faithful friends, and they had prayed for her, and God heard them: yet when ſhe was urged to try the truth of her faith and repentance that way, and from the truth of ſuch things, to gather or make to her ſelf a ground and foundation for her faith and  [...]ope ſhe would not plead them at all; but relinquiſht them, as empty weak and unprofitable to that purpoſe, and would glory in nothing as the ground of her faith and hope, but the croſs of Chriſt, the grace in him to man ward, who was delivered for our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtification, that only through faith in it, had healed and put ſtrength in her ſoul, and did ſtrengthen her to plead for her hope of eternal life, to good purpoſe againſt all that would have moved her from it.
I perceived alſo the too uſual way that men walk in with ſinners to urge repentance, confeſſion and ſor­row for ſin, and that it i [...] ſuch as doth not bring forth any ſuch fruit in [Page]truth it worketh not the righteouſ­neſs of God, it is even ſuch as in which they are teachers of the law, nd know not what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm, urging Goſpel precepts and duties, on the terms of the covenant of works, the man that doth them ſhall live in them, and cur­ſed is every one that comes ſhort, that is, firſt telling them it is their duty to repent, to believe &c. with­out teſtifying to them any certain ground of repentance and faith in what Chriſt hath done, and is become for them, as true for them in Chriſt, whether they bel [...]ive of no, yea be­fore they dare aſſure them of any truth in the Goſpel declarations for and towards them, and then to pro­voke to it, tell them if once they can find ſuch a frme, and that their gra­ces are true according to ſuch ſignes as they give, they may thence con­clude God loves them, and Chriſt dyed for them, &c. In this they un­derſtand not what they ſay, nor where of they affirme, for as without opening a door of repentance, in the [Page]redemption wrought and obtained from the curſe of the law, and pre­paration of forgiveneſs of ſins in Chriſt through his blood, and preach­ing it in his name, there could have been no repentance towards God, nor could it have been equally re­quired, and ſo had been nor mans duty having on [...] ſinned, and being ſinners they muſt have been utterly and for ever ſhut out from God, and from his mercy: ſo neither is there any arme or power of God put forth to work repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but in the teſtyfying or preaching the croſs of Chriſt, or in that which is equivalent the diſcove­ries of Gods goodneſs, and propiti­ouſneſſe to ſinners, that is in and through our Saviour, ſo that as the Apoſtle ſaith Herein is not love, that we have loved God, but that he hath lo­ved us firſt, & ſent his Son the propri [...]i­ation for our ſins: ſo may I ſay, herein is not repentance unto life; that men firſt repent and beleive, before they know weather God hath had love of [Page]pitty and compaſſion towards them in Chriſt, wheather Chriſt have by the grace of God taſted death for them or no and then ground their knowledge and aſſurance of that up­on the truth of their repentance and graces.
What I obſerved b [...] bring to my mind a former paſſage that I ſhall now relate, I went to viſit a woman cond [...]mned to death for killing her husband; and met with one in the Priſon coming from her, that told me ſhe feared i [...] was in vain, for two godly Miniſters had been with her and taken great pains, and could not bring her to any plain confeſſion, nor perceive any ſuch true contrition as mightgive them any hope concern­ing her, and they had given over, yet I deſired I might ſee her, and was permitted, the woman being very  [...] on her bed ſpake frowardly to her that led me in, what ſaid ſhe have you brou [...]ht me in another torm n­  [...]or, to which I replyed, that I came not to judge, or torment or trouble her, nor to ask or require any thing [Page]of her, but to tell her good news, the beſt for her that ever ſhe heard, and it was certain and true, upon whichſhe lift up her head, and asked what it was, I told her that Jeſus Christ came into the world to ſave her from her ſins, even her by name: for he came into the world to ſave law­leſs and diſobedient ſinners, ungod­ly and prophane ſinners, even ſuch as were Murtherers of Fathers, of Mo­thers, Man-ſlayers, Whore mon­gers, Adulterers, &c. Yea even Bla­ſphemers of the name of Chriſt, and Perſecutors of the Church of God; and ſuch as were diſobediently and rebelliouſly againſt light coming to them, ſuch, ſuch he came to ſave from their ſins, ſhe ſaid that was good news indeed, but could I in­deed ſhew it her in the word of the Lord, that expreſly for ſuch, Ieſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave them, I told her yea, it was plain and fully there teſtyfied, and did ſhew it her in that 1 Tim. 1.8.9.15, comparing the verſes, and that with other Scriptures.
[Page]
I ſhall not enlarge this diſcourſe, to ſhew how I did evidence and ſhew it by that and other Scriptures, and apply the inſtructions thereof to her, but ſhe called for her Bible, and did conſider and ponder on what was ſaid, and then deſired the woman that brought me to leave her cham­ber, and when ſhe was gone out, told me I had ſpoken that which went to her heart, and diſcovered to her all that ſhe had done, and yet in ſhew­ing where her help was, and that now ſhe would freely and fully tel [...] me all that was in her heart, that acciden­tally ſhe killed her Husband ſhe be­leived, but not wittingly, intentio­nally, and that was not it that had provoked God to bring her to this judgement, but ſomething elſe that ſhe had done, & hidden and allowed her ſelf in, which lay much upon her: but now ſomething had touched her heart that made her willing to ac­knowledge it, as perceiving though it was vile there was for giveneſs, and waſhing, and therefore ſhe was free to confeſſe her ſins, and declare her [Page]wayes to me, and deſired me to pray for her; telling me others had been with her urging and preſſing her to confeſs her ſelf guilty of what ſhe knew her ſelf clear off; and becauſe ſhe could not confeſs what they would have her, judged and conde [...] ­ned her, and left her as hopeleſs, but as they ſet nothing before her of a­ny ground, or door of repentance opened for ſuch, ſo it wrought no­thing upon her, but wrath: but after ſhe was inſtructed, ſhe repented and ſorrowed after a godly ſort. even un­to life, to the hope of which ſhe was quickned and ſtrengthned by the re­ſurrection of Chriſt, who was deli­vered for our offenſes &c.
And retained that hope in him, e­ven unto death, as was diſcerned, and believed by ſome that continued with her, to this I adde no more in this place, nor unto this relation of Roſe VVarnes but that ſhe me [...] with more ſuch tryals in the two or three dayes time ſhe lived, and was in like man­ner ſtreng [...]hned to reſiſt the tempter in them, and not moved from the [Page]faith and hope of the goſpel, but wax­ed more ſtrong therein by occaſions of tryalls.
Some broken remembrances of Mrs Roſe VVarnes ſpeech at her exe­cution, containing the ſumme of it, with ſome ſupplyes of words, where her ſpirits and ſtrength failed accord­ing to what her ſelf had expreſſed o [...]t in the Priſon, and before many wit­neſſes.
You are gathered together a great company to look upon me, I hop [...] none with any joy at my ſhamefull death, I am perſwaded there is none rejoyce at it, but that you do pitty me, ſympathize with me, and I pray God make it of good uſe to you all.
The Lord is righteous in all that is come upon m [...], even unto this ſhamhful death. I ſuffer it juſtly from his hand, for I have ſinned againſt him greivouſly ſinned, and ſin brings ſhame, it muſt have puniſhment, yea I may ſay what profit had I of thoſe things of which I am now aſhamed; the end of thoſe things is death, there fore let all take heed, and be warned [Page]in time not to dally with ſin.
God hath condemned ſin in the fleſh, in condemning his own Son in the fleſh for our ſins, he was made the baniſhed One for us, his Fathers wrath lay hard upon him, he was in an Agony, and under the power of darkneſs, and ſweat as it were greae drops of blood and water trickling down to the ground, and was hung on a tree, and all this as our ſurety, he ſuffered in the fleſh for our ſin, ſin therefore muſt ſtill be judged, and condemned in the fleſh, and if we ſin againſt him that was hung on a tree for us all, if we ſin againſt his grace, that brings ſalvation to all men in due time: for he by the grace of God taſted death for every man, he ſhead his blood for every one of you for every Creature of mankind on the earth; and gave himſelf a randſome for all, and is the true light, that lighteth every man that comes into the world, a teſtimony in due time; therefore if we ſin againſt this grace eſpecially thoſe that name the name of Chriſt, and that have taſted that [Page]the Lord is gracious? as I have done, he can by no means in clearing clear the guilty, he will not let ſins go un­pun ſhed, it muſt be judged in the fleſh, and if judgement be not re­ceived and  [...]ubmitted to now, that we judge our ſelves, it muſt be judg­ed in the fleſh for ever, for ever in the wrath to come, where their worm dyeth not, and their fire is not quenched, oh that is a hundred thouſand ſold worſe then this ſhameful death, this will be over preſently, and the ſting is taken out of it, by him that was hung on a tree for us, but no end of that, when a thouſand times a thouſand years are paſt, its never a white ſhort­ned, its ſtill for ever and ever, there­fore God is gracious as well as right­teous, infinitely gracious in judgeing me thus here, that he may not con­dem me in the world to come: I have all my puniſhment here, though far leſſe, infinitely leſſe then my iniquity deſerves, yet here I have all, and all this is nothing to the lake of fire the ſecond death, and whatever I could have ſuffered leſs then that, had been [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page]infinite mercy, yet ſuch his mercy I might have eſcaped this too, had I received reproof, and judged my ſelf in time, but I heardned my heart a­gainſt many reproofs of inſtruction: the reproofs of this Goſpel, they are the way of life, they powerfully re­prove and melt the heart, though I did not turn at them, I was as a Bul­lock unaccuſtomed to the yoak no­thing leſs then all this would bring me down; I made mention of the name of the Lord but in late times, not in truth nor in righteouſneſs; I walked with a bleſſed pretious peo­ple, I tell you they are a bleſſed peo­ple, think not the worſt of them, nor of the way of truth they walk in, or as if the word of the Goſpel of the grace of God, that brings ſalvation to all men were without efficacy; becauſe I ſo ſinned, for I walked cloſe with God and with his people, and hid his word in my heart which I heard among them I had been pre­ſerved from ſo ſinning againſt him; but it was not heeded by me, I did not hide it in my hart, that I might [Page]not ſin againſt him, I went ſometime to hear, and of theſe late years when my iniquities had prevailed over me, I went but ſeldome, and when I heard I heard overly, overly, overly. I did not in hearing hear. I did not do what it was working in me to will, and to doe; I heardned my heart againſt the reproofs of inſtru­ction; and would not take ſhame, I thought to hide my ſelf as Adam. but with pitiful coverings, when I had greviouſly ſinned againſt God, in turning aſide to another then my Husband, I thought to have conceal­ed it, that I might not take ſhame; and that brought me to this, in which God is righteous, and if men have done me any wrong, in medling more then they needed, or in not af­fording me what mercy and privi­ledge by the law of the land I might have had in my ſad caſe, the Lord forgive them, and graciouſly ſet home convincement upon their hearts of their evil and wrong, I forgive them, I bleſſe God I have not the leaſt prejudice againſt any; I take it out of his hand that is righte­ous, [Page]and infinitely merciful in puniſh­ing me with leſs then Hell fire for e­ver, and be you all warned in time, to flee from ſin, as from the Devil; for it will lead you captive to the Devil, flee to Chriſt for help and ſtrength againſt it, for ſin brings ſhame: it muſt be owned and acknowledged, and Gods Judgement ſubmitted too, the ſooner and the more voluntary the better, for Whore-mongers and A­dulterers God will judge; Oh that ſuch as have ſinned as I have done, would make haſt to confeſs their ſins and take ſhame, turn at his reproofs in time, that you may eſcape the damnation of Hell, that is infinitely worſe then this; Therefore to day, while it is called to day, the Holy Ghoſt ſaith harden not your hearts if ye would hear his gracious voice, harden not your hearts againſt the reproofs of his inſtruction: to day even to day off that this ſpectacle may be a warning to you all, and that God would ſet home to your hearts theſe broken words of a dying wo­man; oh that they may be laid to heart now in time.
Take heed eſpecially all ye that [Page]name the name of Chriſt depart from iniquity; flee it as from a Serpent, void evil laſcivious & wanton company chamring & wantoneſs provoke luſt, lead into further ſnares, I had thought I had been ſtrong enough to with­ſtand, dally not with him, take heed of dallying with the temptation, it will get dominion, at laſt it bites like a Serpent, make no proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof, for he that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall of it reap corruption, and God will more ſeverely judge them on whom his name is called, that all may know he cannot endure iniquity, he will leaſt of all eudure it in them that come nigh him, he will magnify his name; and will be ſanctifyed of all that come near him.
Take heed all of you that none of you harden your harts againſt him: and his voice by his pretious people becauſe of me, but hear and attend to the Goſpel, know them that call on the name of the Lord in truth, God is in and with them of a truth, though I have ſinned againſt God and them, [Page]and therefore am thus corrected with the rods of men, and they are permitted to uſe extremity upon me: I have ſinned, the Lord is righteous, let others take heed of deſpiſing the grace of God, or hardning their hearts againſt it, and againſt the way of truth, becauſe of what I have done for even that Grace of God bring­ing ſalvation to all men, is the true grace of God, and doth truly teach and powerfully work. It doth in its appearing to us, teach that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly righteouſly and godly in this preſent world: it did teach me, but I wanted a Ioſeph like ſpirit to have reaſoned from all the Grace appearing in Chriſt: how then ſhall I commit ſo great wickedneſs and ſin againſt God, oh that I had harkned, but I rebelled and hardned my heart; therefore he was fain to bring down my heart withall this labour, and in all love to my ſoul; and to warn and admoniſh others, not to harden their hearts, be not mockers or deſpiſers leaſt your bands [Page]be made ſtrong, do not for lying va­nities for ſake your own mercies, for there is eternal mercies life & redem­ption in Chriſt prepared for you whe­ther you beleive it or beleive it not; it is prepared in him for every one of you, & given with him, that you might know and beleive, and  [...] made per­taker of it in and with him,  [...]he King, the God of glory hath made a mar­riage for his Son, the marriage is made, the feaſt prepared and ready for you all, the ſervants are ſent to the bidden gueſts, and they make ex­cuſes, ſome their Farmes, Oxen, Wives, and ſuch things for lying va­nities for ſake their own mercies, and ſome complement themſelves out, they ſay I have ſinned and am ſo vile a ſinner, ſo unclean and ſo polluted, I am not fit, I muſt firſt waſh my ſelf, or make my ſelf clean, or be waſhed by my tears, or works of the law be­fore I may come to him, to eat of his bread and drink of the wine that he hath mingled, take heed of this, let none complement themſelves out here, c [...]me as ye are, 'Tis a faithful [Page]ſaying, worthy of all acceptation, that Ieſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners; ſinners as ſinners he came to ſave: but not to ſave them in their ſins, but to ſave from them, to re­deem us from all iniquity, and unleſs he ſave and waſh us we cannot be clean; he knew what we were be­fore he called us, and he called and gave himſelf for us, that he might waſh us, and unleſs he waſh us, we can have no part with him, come there­fore in his calls and drawings, come as thou art, he will in no wiſe caſt thee away, how ſinful and vile ſoe­ver, but he will waſh thee with the waſhing of water by his word, for conſider how great things he hath done for thee, while thou waſt dead in ſins and treſpaſſes, and altogether filthy and polluted in thy blood, and while ſuch he calls thee, and ſuch were ſome of thoſe that are now made accepted in the beloved, even ſuch as I have been, Whoremongers, Adulterers, &c. But they were waſh­ed in their coming to him, waſhed in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of our God, they did [Page]not waſh themſelves firſt, or were waſhed by any other means before they came, oh come therefore to the waters, he that hath no money come ye, and do not complement your ſelves out, well, but the bidden gueſts refuſed, and the King was forced to look for gueſts where he could, he ſent out to the high wayes, and hed­ges, and that once and again to call & draw into the houſe that the houſe might be filled, and when many were come in, the King looking among thoſe come into the houſe, finds one without a wedding garment, and ſaid to him friend, he calls him friend, for Chriſt had been a real friend, to him But how cameſt thou in hither not having on a wedding garment, loe he was ſpeechleſs, he had not that to ſay for excuſe, that there was none pre­pared for him, or he had no way on means offered to come at it he was ſpeechleſs, nothing to ſay for himſelf. There is certainly a wedding gar­ment provided for you all in and by Chriſt: tis made ready, loe all things are ready, and with him ten­dred [Page]a perfect righteouſneſs to co­ver you, and make you acceptable in the ſight of God, deſpiſe it not, its for every poor ſinful wretch in the world, prepared in Chriſt, given with him, to be put on in coming in­to his houſe, and ſo unto him, For he that knew no ſin, was made to be ſin for us, that we might be made the vighteouſ­neſs of God in him, and to him that work­eth not, but believeth on him that juſti­fieth the  [...]ngodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs, and to him God imputeth righteouſneſs without works. I hope you will excuſe my weakneſs, I had almoſt forgot what I was ſaying, the man w [...] ſpeechleſs, and ſo the judge­ment following was according to truth (as we are ſure it is in all the revelations of his wrath preſent and eternal againſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs of men who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs.) Go take the unprofitable ſervant, bind him hand and foot, and caſt him into ut­ter darkneſ [...], where there ſhall be weep­ing wayling, and gnaſhing of tee [...]h. Go ye curſed into ever lasting fi [...], prepared[Page]for the Devil and his Angels, depart from me al [...] ye workers of iniquity. O [...] moſt dreadful ſentence, moſt dreadful ſentence, and yet this the certain doom and judgement of all thoſe that are incenſed againſt him, yea of all that are not found in him whe­ther they have ſinned groſly as I have done or no, or whatever righteouſ­neſs according to the law, or other garments they be found in, not being found in this, they cannot be accep­ted with God, and ſo not ſtand in that day, nor eſcape that dreadful ſentence, it ſhall come upon all that  [...]anctifie themſelves, that purifie themſelves behind one tree &c. That feed not on the fleſh of Chriſt, that was given for the li [...]e of the world, but eat ſwines fleſh &c. Oh this that I now ſuffer is nothing to that dread­ful ſentence, which yet is the portion of all the ungodly that dye in their ſins, and it is his infinite grace not my deſerving, that I did not fall under it for ever, all leſs that to me is infinite mercy, but that alſo he ſhould by theſe means graciouſly recal me to [Page]that reſting place from which I had wandered, and heal my backſlidings, love me freely, own and call me by a new name in Heaven, ſprinkle my heart and conſcience with that blood that ſpeaks better things then that of Abel, (more powerfully for mercy and forgiveneſs, and healing, then that for vengeance,) which he hath done, and doth abundantly. I may truly ſay, whence is this to me. Be­hold what manner of love is this. And this hath made me willing to accept of the puniſhment of my iniquity, ſince my ſhame was diſcovered, and heart brought down, ſhe oft ſaid, ſhe never had any temptations ſince ſhe was apprehended and in Priſon, (ſuch the mercy of God which ſhe ac­knowledged in it) to eſcape, or uſe any means to get from under it, either by making away her ſelf, or life privately, (as many had charged her with ſuch enterprizes, but there was ſufficient evidence to the con­trary) or by getting out; in which ſhe much and often in the Priſon magnifyed the mercy of God to her, [Page]yea ſhe admired at his mercy in thus judging her. And that by this means ſhe that had ſo procured theſe things in her ſelf, and blemiſhed the name of God, ſhould ſo ſoon be delivered from all her trangreſſions, and from the reproach of the fooliſh: and from that mercy encouraged her friends to hope, that though they muſt remain to bear the reproach of it longer then ſhe, yet not to be diſ­couraged, he that had found out a way to deliver her, ſuch as in which Righteouſneſs and Mercy both was magnifyed, would deliver them, and his name, and magnifie it by that which to outward appearance might ſeem to blemiſh i [...], he knows how to bring good out of evil, to make grace abound, where ſin hath abounded, but ſhall we therefore ſin, that grace may abound, God forbid, but when he hath magnifyed his grace, in ſuch forgive­neſs, and heal [...]ng ſuch ſinners, and therein commended his righteouſ­neſs, and glorifyed his name, (oh ſure ſaid ſhe) ſhe loved much to whom much was forgiven, ſhe often [Page]proteſted her great peace and joy of ſpi [...]it, in the veiw of what ſhe was haſting too, and that all ſorrow and ſhame would preſently be at an end to her, and God would wipe away all tears for his ſons ſake, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the ſins of the w [...]rld, and yet ſaid, that ſhe was filled with ſhame, and bluſhing for her own iniquity there called to re­membrance, but withal with great rejoycing in the Lord, and in him only, by means of whom her ſin ſhould be no more remembred, and therefore did relinquiſh all confi­dence in the fleſh in any works of her own according to the law, or in any arguments, or gracious frames of brokenneſs, ſorrow for ſin, meetings deſires after his name, (which though ſhe doubted not of his gracious ac­ceptance of them, pardoning the ini­quities and mixtures in them through the mediator that lives to preſent them, and take away thoſe iniquities, and mixtures, and ſo make them ac­cepted in himſelf, yet did ſhe not know or allow them at all, in the [Page]ground of her hope and rejoy [...]ing in God, nor needed them, having e­nough in the fleſh of Chriſt, that was given for the life of the world, to nouriſh her to eternal life) nor in particular words of ſcripture, brought to her mind and applyed by her, to ſuch her needs and conditions as ſhe thought they anſwered too and though from ſuch things, ſhe had conceived hopes of longer life here, partly, by reaſon of her deſire of it for her childrens ſake, and cheifly as ſhe thought that ſhe might live to walk more cloſe with God, and with his people, and glorifie his name, as ſhe had brought diſhonour to it. And thoſe hopes were diſappointed, yet that did not move her at all from her hope, and rejoycing in the hope of eternal life, becauſe that was be­gotten,  [...]d ſhe ſtrengthned and quickned to it through the reſur­rection of Chriſt, that foundation ſtands ſure, and hath this ſeal for confirming the goodneſs and ſure­neſs of it. The Lord knoweth (own­eth, approveth) them that are his, [Page](namely that are built and abide on this foundation, yea though they have wandred from Mount to Hill, & forgot their reſting place, yet turn again hither, and have their hearts and minds ſtayed here) and though from all her ſparks that ſhe had bin kindling and compoſing her ſelf withall, ſhe muſt lye down, yet ſhe had the name of the Lord to truſt in, and her God to ſtay upon, and he was wonderfully a preſent help to her in the time of trouble, and did through his name and the excellent knowledge of himſelf, ſo ſprinkle her heart and conſcience, and deliver her from blood guiltineſs, that her tongue did ſing aloud of his righte­ouſneſs, did open her lips ſhut by her own iniquities, and her mouth did ſhew forth his praiſe, ſhe ap­pointed the 25 Pſalm, and ſung with great joy and compoſure: and after earneſtly praying to God for the peo­ple, and that he would graciouſly receive her ſoul, which ſhe freely and cheerfully committed to him, ſhe yeilded her body to the Executioner, [Page]to whom ſhe ſaid, alas poor man, come do thy office, ſhall I go higher or lower, which cauſed ſome that ſtood by to change their minds, for they had ſaid a while before that ſhe lengthned out her diſcourſe to ſpin out time, becauſe ſhe was loath to come at it, but now obſerving this free proffer of her ſelf to the Execu­tioner without any haſtening her, they on the other hand admired to ſee her ſo willing to dye, when the rope was fitted to her neck, ſhe a­gain proteſted her great peace and joy in the view of the bleſſedneſs ſhe was going to, and it was thought by many, the body ſcarce retained the ſoul or life after it was turned off, for ſhe was not ſeen to ſtruggle, nor ſcarce if at all move in any part, as they ſaid that was neer, bleſſed be God for his mercy in giving ſuch a proof of the truth and faithfulneſs of that ſaying, that Jeſus Christ came in­to the world to ſave ſinners,


Her Speech.
[Page]
SInners come hither, you to me I call
That you may warned be by this my fall.
Which for your ſakes the juſt Lord or­dered,
To appear ſo publickly, admoniſhed,
That you thereby might be: and ſo pre­vent.
Your ſuffering ſuch like, or worſe pu­niſhment.
For ſuch like puniſhments or worſe will be
Thi [...] lot that won't henceforth be warn [...]d by me.
Had I been warn'd before by others, I
Had not come hither in this wiſe to dye,
But ſince his mercies I therein d [...]d ſlight
And turned not to him ſo as I might
In juſtice he permitted ſuch a fall
Mercy to ſh [...]w to me and to you all.
[Page]
Take heed of ſins deceits, the wayès thereto
Take heed how you do venture on to go,
For Sin more ſub ile then a Serpent is
Happy the ſouls that its inchantments m [...]ſs.
I thought my ſelf once ſtrong enough to ſtand.
Againſt its charms, and that I had com­mand.
So of my ſelf, that I from it could keep
Me ſafe, but ſince alas! for grief to weep
It  [...]ft hath bronght me, ſo it will do you
If you by me will not he warned now
The vitious courſes which I ſee poſseſt
The minds of many I did once deteſt,
I loathed to think to wrong the marriage bed,
Or walk in ſuch bad wayes as thereto led,
But oh, alas! while ſome ſmooth company
Pretendi [...]g love and friendſhip cheerfuly
I entertain'd and ſorted with no harm
Thinking in them, their fair pretence did charme
My fooliſh heart into ſo pl [...]aſing ſleep
That under ſhows of love luſt gan to  [...]reep.
[Page]
Slily into my breaſt, to laugh and play
And jeſt and ſport with them while I gave way.
Such was ſins firſt in windings and the wayes
That ſinners uſed heapes of woes to raiſe.
Upon my perſon, while ſome ſnares did lay
To catch me, and their mates did me betray
Who being nought themſelves did ſeek that I
Might be ſo too, as if my company,
In badneſs would their badneſs mitti­gate
Or their litentiouſneſs extenuate,
And I, alas! too ready was to cloſe
With ſins and their ſweet charms, till I did looſe▪
Of vertue all the ſavour, then I felt [...]
The pangs of hell within me, but I dealt,
Deceitfuly and hid my ſins, and grew
From worſe to worſe, which now I ſa [...]ly rue
Woe worth ſuch falſe acquaintance wh [...] pretences
[Page]
Of love and friendſhip gave to my offences.
The ſpring & riſe, oh then be warn'd by me
And ſhun all fooliſh wanton company
All merry junkettings and goſſipings
For much iniquity from ſuch things ſprings,
Who walkes with wiſe men wiſdome ſhall attain
But a companion unto perſons vaine,
For ſuch vile ſinners, who their faults confeſs
And heartily therein do ſeek redreſs,
Had I not mercy now therein ob­  [...]ain'd
Oh how my ſoul had ſtain'd been my heart pain'd,
With fears of after woe! ſinners be­hold
Take heed of ſin, never therewith be bold,
For it will-miſery to you procure
Either while here, or that that will in­dure,
Eternally, be warned then by my fall
Let me Roſe Warne a warning be to all,
And yet an inſtance of ſuch mercy to [...]
[Page]
As may perſwade you whatſoere you do
Not to deſpair of mercy, but ſubmit
To bear Gods chaſtiſement, and turn­ing yet
To hope and ſeek for pardon of him who
His only ſon ſent that he might un­doe
The devils works, of ſin and death for all
Who gave his life, and unto all doth call,
To look to him and ſaved be, ſince this
A faithful ſaying worth acceptance is
That he into the world did come that he
Might Saviour of the cheifeſt ſinners be
And ſuch hath ſaved, yea ſince God d [...]th ſwear
That of the truth of what he ſaith no fear,
Might us poſſeſſe, that he hath no de [...] light
In death of wicked men, but that the right
[Page]
They rather turne to and their ſins forſake
That of life in his love they may par­take.
To ſin is bad, but to deſpair is worſe,
For that's the certain way to death and curſe
Who ſins not ſhan [...] be tempted to deſpair
Therefore of ſin and its deceits be­ware,
But having ſinn'd repent, for God will give
Mercy to thoſe that turne, and they ſhall live
Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, ſo farewell all
And ſee ye warned bee by this my fall.

§
Qui ante non cavet poſt  [...]ol [...]bit.
Who ſo doth not of ſin beware be­fore
His doleful ſtate ſhall afterward de­plore
[Page]
Et qui ante dolet poſt gaudebit.
Who penitently here their ſins be­waile
Hereafter ſhall have joys that nere ſhall faile.




Upon R. W.
She that was loſt we hope is found
Shee that was dead doth live again
She that in luſt and ſin was drown'd
We hope with Chriſt doth now remain

Oh pretious blood that waſht her ſo
Free grace that did her ſo redreſs
That by the ladder ſhe might go
To endleſs and eternal bliſs.
Lord ſend us to that fountain too
And throughly waſh our ſouls there­in
Without which all that we can do
Cannot deliver us from ſin.

And keep us from ſuch ſins and ſhame
[Page]
As blurd and ſhortn'd here her daies
That we may glorifie thy name
And go to heaven by better wayes.



Rofe Warne.
EPIGRAM.
Roſe Warne thy name was, oh that thou hadſt been,
Roſe Warned thou ſuch miſcheifs hadst not ſeen,
But being not Roſe Warned by thy fall
Thou art Roſe Warne a warning unto all.



§
[Page]
SHe left by her ſpeech and demeanour a very great admiration of it, and affectedneſs with it in the auditory, which was very great and numerous from the Town and Country though the fewer from the Country, becauſe it was not the mar­ket day, who generally (ſo far as they heard her at least) returned with abun­dance of compunction and ſeriouſneſs up­on their ſpirits glorifying God for and in her, diverſe ſaying they never ſaw any executed that dyed in that manner, and with that cheerfulneſs and hope in God, and with ſuch good exhortations and in­ſtructions given them, which they ſaid they koped they ſhould never forget, ſome ſaid they profited by it more then by ma­ny Sermons, and much to that purpoſe: yet as the elder Brother of the prodigal murmured at his too good and ſpeedy en­tertainment by his Father and ſervants, ſo their wanted not ſome that murmured againſt her, to the m [...]ſt of which their murmurings ſufficient anſwer may be found in my diſcourſe about the recepti­on of the Prodigal, yet I ſhall ad ſome­thing here with particular reference to her that was not ſo proper there to be made.
[Page]
Object. 1. Some thought her not humbled enough judgeing its likely, by their not ſeeing her weep at the bar or as ſhe went to execution, or the like.
Anſw. To this let it be received what I ſay of the humbling God approves of, in my ſaid diſcourſe, and what is ſaid in the paſsages in theſe papers related of her. Its evident by them, that ſhe did in­geniouſly acknowledge her guilt and filth with many expreſſions of loathing her ſelf with great deteſtation of her ſelf and ſins, yea and that in the priſon with many years, whereof I my ſelf was a witneſs: yea ſhe ſo loathed her ſelf, and ſaw and confeſſed her vileneſs as to take up no hope or confidence for deliverance no where but in the free and rich grace of God, and the precious blood of Ieſus, which  [...] much and greatly magnifyed, rejecting all other things that could be done by her as much to weak and vile to give her any releaſe from her ſo great guilt, or any boldneſs or hope towards God and ſhe willingly and cheerfully yeilded her ſelf to accept and bear the chaſtiſe­ment of her iniquity, which is that[Page]which God himſelf gives as the product of an humbled heart, in Levit. 26.41.42. and if God accepted of this (or ra­ther of her) in and through his Son, ſo as to ſpeak peace to hir, who then may fault her for not being more troubled, ſeeing if he give peace, who can cauſe trouble; Job 34, 29. ſhe faid indeed as ſhe went toward the place of execution that ſhe thought God had wiped away all tears from her eyes before ſhe dyed, for ſhe could not then weep as formerly ſhe had done, I might adde the obſervation and ſaying of Capt. Stiles a conſcientious man ſo far as I ever heard, who was up­on ſome jealouſies, only upon National accounts all that time and more in the Priſon, and lodged in the next chamber to her: who told me and ſome others that he thought he was the beſt witneſs of her penitency, and that he heard her very frequently praying, weeping and  [...]ying to God: and that ſhe was ſeldome alone, but ſhe was ſo exerciſed; or in reading ſome good book, and that he thought her  [...] very pen [...]tent woman, and that there wa [...] nothing to be ſaid to her but ſpeak comfortably to her &c.
[Page]
Object. 2. Put ſhould ſo great a ſinner dye like a Saint.
Anſw. That's ſpoke to in my diſcourſe and there it ſheweth both that great ſin­ners may through the grace of God be made real Saints, and b [...]ing ſo made bear their pun [...]ſhment like Saints: whe­ther it be death as the malefactor on the croſs Luc 23, 40, 41, 42, or ſome other heavy judgement: as David his flight from his ſon Abſolom Pſal. 3. And tru­ly there were many things in her of like good appearance, to theſe things found in them in thoſe their ſufferings as what is mentioned before of her due evidence.
1. She rebuked (yet with compaſſi­on) and admoniſhed one whom ſhe diſ­cerned or apprehended, deciding what was ſpoken by her, and admoniſhed and warned all of ſinning, and hardning their hearts againſt Gods grace.
2. She juſtified approved and owned Chriſt in his truth and people.
3. And bear a good teſtimony to him, and his grace, and the vertue and preci­ouſneſs of his death and ſufferings.
4. She confeſſed her own guilt and de­ſert[Page]of what was ordered to her, juſtify­ing God therein, and confeſſing herſelf  [...]o have deſerved ten thouſand thouſand times worſe matters.
5. She prayed for Gods bleſſing upon, and teſtifyed love and charity to all the people, and forgave thoſe that had been more buſie then they needed againſt her.
6. She ſubmitted to bear Gods chaſtiſe­ment, and the puniſhment of her iniqui­ty quietly and patiently, &c.
7. Having ſought to God much before, ſhe then expreſſed great hope and confi­dence in Gods mercy, and the blood of Chriſt ſhell for her &c. And truly it is  [...] to  [...]y like a Saint (ſo as to be one) upon the gallowe [...], then to dye as a wicked man without faith and kope in Chriſt, the quieteſt death upon the bed, as ma­ny that dye there doe, better are like that Male factour on the Croſs, then as the rich man i [...] Luke 12.19. and 16.22. on his bed, though yet in a ſence ſhe dyed not like a Saint, namely as to the rejoce­ing and glorying in the cauſe of her death as they doe and may do, when they dye for Chriſt, his truth and righteouſneſs.
Object. 3. Some objected that [Page]ſhe dyed like the Kings Judges.
Anſw. What the Kings judges m [...]t with from God in their death, God beſt knowes. But in this ſhe much differed from them, that they many of them juſti­fyed the cauſe of their death, ſhe was much aſhamed of the cauſe of hers and confeſſed it, ſuch as deſerved that and far worſe puniſhment.
Object. 4. Some ſaid ſhe ſpeak good things, but they were but gene­rals.
Anſw.  [...]. Generall thing beſt be­come a numerous multitude, for they would reach to them all, ſo as particulars might not;
2. God and Christ and the holy Ghoſt, and his Apoſtles and Prophets ſpeak ge­neral things two, which are not therefore the leſs but the more uſeful and profitable as that all have ſinned, and are juſtified freely by Gods grace through the redemp­tion that is in Chriſt Jefus. Rom. 3.23. That Chriſt ayed for all, and in the propitiation for the ſins of the whole world 2 Cor. 5.14.15. 1 Tim. 2.6 John 22. and its well he did ſo and is ſo, elſe  [...] might be worſe for the objectors,[Page]as well as for others, that all ſhall dye and riſe and be judged, all that believe are justifyed.
3. She ſpake alſo many particulars, I wiſh the objector; may ſpeak as will when they come to dye, as her particular hope for her ſelf in God, as well as of her par­ticular guiltineſs and ſubmiſsion to him.
Perhaps ſome would have  [...]ad her commended her ſelf, and ſpoken of ſome particular good things in her ſelf, as the ground of her hope, and liked not to hear of ſo much hope and confidence upon the account of Gods mercifulneſs to ſinners and the pretiouſneſs of the blood of Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſome for all: if ſo [...] ſhe did far better then they would have had her, for Gods good­neſs and mercy, and the blood o [...] Chriſt will hold when all particular frames will or may break or crack that's the Phariſees way indeed, God  [...] thank thee that I am not as other me [...] not ſo or ſo, but doe thus and thus but their leaven is to be taken hee [...] off by us, and yet ſhe alſo ſpake o [...] Gods giving her new life and ſtrengt [...] [Page]and reviving her ſpirits when ſhe came from receiving her ſentance, as ſhe alſo gave particular reproof to one, and pittied another, &c. But I ſhall ſay no more about her, God grant others may be warned: by her fall, and ſuch as have fallen may be encouraged to look towards Chriſt, to raiſe them up again by his mercy to her, that they continue not in ſin till they periſh, and let us bleſs God for his goodneſs to her, and give glo­ry to him, Amen.
§
THere be ſome that the truth pro­feſs and walk
With thoſe that love it, and of God can talke,
Who are I fear cloſe ſinners, ſome of whom
Who were of my acquaintance wiſh me dumb
Or dead leaſt I diſcloſe them, and when I
Am gone perhaps will bear them ſelves more high.
Thinking themſelves ſecure for non [...] beſide
[Page]
They fear that know their fau'ts, but thei'l them hide
But let ſuch now repent and truſt not to
Such vain deluſions as will them un­doe:
Take heed of hardning ſtill your hearts, had I
Turned at reproofs after I wickedly,
Had once offended ſurely I had not
Been left of God to incurre ſuch a blo [...].
As now's upon me, nor have come to this
To which i'me juſtly brought, if you amiſs.
Therefore at any time doe act b [...] ſure
You perſevere not therein but the cure
Thereof ſeek ſpeedily, to ſome confeſs it
That may be faithful, if you can't, re­dreſs it,
By your endeavours, that is very evil
When ſinners keep the counſails of the Devil.
And yet behold Gods mercy unto me
In midſt of wrath and judgement you  [...]ay ſee.
[Page]
At once how bad it is to ſin, how vile
Mans nature, and how ſubtile to be­guile
Sin and the Serpent are, and yet how good
God is who hath a fountain in the blood
Of his dear Son ſo opened that their­in
Is waſhing from uncleanneſs and from ſin
For ſuch as Davids houſe which bloody was
And Jeruſalem which in ſin did paſs
All other Citties, in that blood have I
Fleeing to it and hee [...]ing it, me  [...]
Obtained of the Lord, ſo that I fear
No other puniſhment but what I here
Do juſtly ſuffer. Oh that pretious blood
Of my dear Saviour, which ſpeaks ſo much good
Will be deſtroyed Sinners be warned by me
Learn to be ſober and all wildneſs flee
But chiefly O all ye that Chriſt dore name
[Page]
 [...]ee from all ſin for it will wo [...] your ſhame
That was my great offence that who us'd
Oft times to her what's good, it  [...] abus'd
And other company did ſo affect
Cheifly if but pretending ſome reſ­pect
To thoſe and that was good, that for their ſake
I quencht good motions, and did ſhip­wrack make
Of faith and conſcience, and my heart made hard
Againſt reproofs untill I was quite mard
Above all ſinners God will leaſt in­dure
Such as do ſin againſt what ſin would cure,
That take his name into their mouths in vain
While from iniquity they wont re­frain
By all the motives it preſents unto them
But will that practice which will quite undoe them.
[Page]
God will not ſuch hold guiltleſs if they ſtill
 [...]rſiſt in ſin and take thereof their fill.
 [...]hey ſhall not ſcape his anger, yea  [...]ch he
 [...]ill bring to light when others hidden he,
 [...]nd fill their ſouls with wounds, their face with ſhame
 [...]ecauſe their wickedneſs beſpots his name
 [...]ware, beware by me then all that take
Gods name into your mouths and mention make
Of his love and his laws, think not to hide
 [...]our ſecret deeds of darkneſs, they'r eſpyed
 [...]y his all ſeeing eye who doth deteſt
 [...]n moſt in them, by whom his name's profeſt
 [...]am a warning made to you, beware
 [...]yet you ſin be ſure God wont you ſpare
 [...]our Sins doe not your ſelves, ſirs, only wrong
 [...]ut doe one God, and all that doth belong
[Page]
Peculiarly to him his people name
Reflect, and fill his pretious ones with ſhame
And grief, and therefore your offen­things he,
Will puniſh if you wont be worn'd b [...] me.

FINIS.
[Page]
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