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A VVord of Reproof, And Advice to my late Fellow-Souldiers and Officers of the Engliſh, Iriſh and Scotiſh Army; With ſome In­rhoad made upon the Hireling and his Maſs-houſe, Univer­ſity, Orders, Degrees, Veſtments, Poperies, Heatheniſm, &c. With a ſhort Catologue of ſome of the fighting Prieſts, And for juſt cauſe given, have given them a blow in one of their eyes, (pickt out of the whores head) which they call, A Fountain of Religion, but is a ſink of iniquity.
Alſo a word to thoſe old Creatures who are old in iniquity, and in the fallen eſtate, yet deny falling away.
Likewiſe a word to thoſe Magiſtrates and Rulers who whip, or ſuffer to be whipt or impriſoned the Saints of the moſt High as Vagabonds, amongſt whom there is no Begger.
As alſo a word to that bad Generation of people, who in their reprobate minds, and with their unwholſome tongues blaſpheme and belye the dreadful and juſt God, in ſaying that he hath created ſome men intentionally to be damned, and a particular number to be ſaved and damn'd. Wherefore then doth the Hireling preach, and for what hath he his hire? Mark, the decrees of God are yea, Amen, and unalterable.
A word to theſe who are called Dukes, Marqueſſes, Earls, Viſcounts, Lords, Barrons, Bannerets, Baronets, Knights of all ſorts, Eſquires and Gentlemen (ſo called.)
Alſo let that Generation that deſire a ſigne, read ſome of the Examples that have befallen the Perſecutors of the Innocent.
By a lover of good Men, good Laws, good Governments and Governours, good Judges and Miniſters, as at the beginning: Who hates nor fears no man, and is a lover and honourer of all men in the Lord, but cannot give flat­tering Titles, or reſpect the perſon of any man. E. B.
LONDON, Printed for Thomas Simmons, at the Bull and Mouth near Alderſgate, 1659.
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‘And I ſaid, hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye Princes of the houſe of Iſrael; Is it not for you to know judgement? Who hate the good, and love the evil, who pluck off their skin from off them, and their fleſh from off their bones; Who alſo eat the fleſh of my people, and flay their skin from off them, and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as fleſh within the cauldron, Micah 3. 1, 2, 3.’
FRIENDS,

I Do believe that very many among you are not unſen­ſible of your own unfruitfulneſſe, and unfaithful dealing to God-ward; and I know that ye may not deny, but if ye had ſtood in your former integrity, that is to ſay, when ye were little in your own eyes, when compaſſion was no ſtranger, and tenderneſſe was well known amongſt ye, then was the hire­ling and all his Jewiſh, and Popiſh trumpery ſentenced, and li­berty of conſcience vowed; I ſay if ye had ſtood in that integri­ty, ye might have been inſtrumental to have ſaved much of the innocent blood that hath been ſhed, for which I know the Lords hand will be ſpeedily and eminently revealed upon ſome amongſt ye, who have connived at cruel murthers, when as the blood of the innocent hath been laid before ye; as James Parnels in the firſt place was; but ſince him many others have drank of the ſame cup, even to death; And I am ſure the Lord will rebuke princes for our ſakes, and let the moſt ſturdieſt oak amongſt ye know that the indignation and fierce wrath of the dreadful God is kindled, and his righteous judgement is nigh, even at the door, and a ſudain and terrible breach will he make amongſt ye, at unawares, when ye look not for his coming; for verily his righteous ſpirit is grieved at the cruelties that are done, & although ye hedge your ſelves up with many ſpears and think to ſurround your ſelves with battleaxes, yet the ſame ſpirit, which ye have many of ye like fools gone about to limit, [Page] will ſuddainly break through all your contrivances, and a day of mourning will overtake ye, although for the preſent ye are not troubled like other men; but ſuffer the Prophets, and meſſengers of the living God to be ſlain before your faces; yea I know the righteous have periſhed, and none of ye have laid it to heart, ſo as to remedy it, and if any of them be mo­ved of the Lord to come among you, ſome of ye have even ſhamefully and cruelly entreated them, madly reſiſting the holy One in his way; but let the moſt ſurlieſt among ye know that the blood of the innocent hath reached heaven, and he will not ſpare ye.
And now that none of ye from the General to the meaneſt ſentinel may be ignorant what innocent blood I mean; It is the blood of ſuch who did believe, and declare that Chriſt is come in the fleſh, and ſo durſt not uphold a Jewiſh or Popiſh prieſt-hood by paying of them tythes; and ſome for going in­to a Maſs-houſe, and deſiring the hireling to fear the Lord, and turn from the evil of his wayes, or asking a ſober queſtion, and for not ſwearing, which is the breach of an eſpecial com­mand of Chriſt, who ſayes ſwear not at all; many others drag­ged out of their peaceable meetings, without the breach of the leaſt Popiſh law whatſoever, and thrown into dungeons, and naſty holes, amongſt theeves and murtherers; other being upon their knees at prayer, have been taken up by the hair of the head, & ſome thrown into priſon without ſo much as a Mittimus, & there kept for many moneths; others have been ſtoned, knockt down with clubs and ſtones, mangled with ſwords, and run into the body, and abundance of ſuch cruelties I might name, beſides the exceeding great number of our friends that have been whipt as vagabonds, and committed to priſon for vaga­bonds, and yet, be it known to the whole World, we have not a begger amongſt us.
One and the ſame woman hath been committed for not coming, and coming to the Steeple-houſe, although ſhe ſpake not a word to either Prieſt or people; others have been invited by the Magiſtrates in my hearing to the Steeple-houſe to have a diſpute, and yet afterwards was committed to priſon, but the cauſe of the innocont which of ye have pleaded? or what Juſtice hath there been done to the poor Nazarenes? [Page] when any of us have been falſly, and contrary to all manner of Law, impriſoned for the ſpace of a year more or leſſe, there is ſome would have us call it a favour, when as for ſhame they are forced to deliver us.
When ſome of the Lambs of God have been brought to the bar, the Judge hath asked the plaintiff, what he had againſt the Priſoner, he anſwered, he abuſed me, he abuſed me; wherein? why ſaid the plaintiff, he bid me fear the Lord, and this he cal­led an abuſe; and many ſuch rediculous abſurdities I might name, that hath been committed by the Anti-chriſtian Ro­miſh Clergy, and thoſe upon whom that beaſt rides, in theſe our yet bad-reformed times; but I ſhall wade further into that Sea anon.
Friends, It is not unknown to me, the exceeding largeneſs of your borders in the earth and your being at much eaſe in the fleſh, having more then heart can wiſh, many of ye not having the leaſt ſympathy with Jacobs troubles, being as ye think ſafe­ly wrapt up in fig-leaves, having on a phylactary of the beſt make, yet the dreadful God of hoſts will fall in among ye at unawares on every hand, if ye ſpeedily repent not, and lay to heart the ſufferings of the innocent, and forthwith relieve the oppreſſed, your latter end will be worſe then your beginning; where is that ſpirit of tenderneſſe that was once among ye, that dearly loved mercy and juſtice? have ye turned the love of God backwards? Oh! ye have given him juſt cauſe utterly to forſake ye; have ye ſold your ſelves to do wickedly? and inſtead of growing from ſtrength to ſtrength, and from grace to grace, ye have turned the grace of God into wantonneſſe and oppreſſion, ſwearing, and for ſwearing, vowing and not performing, all which the Lord our God hates; and let not the moſt lofty Ceader of ye all be deceived, the Lords arm is not ſhortned, and aſuredly he will viſit for theſe things.
What, hath victories, treaſures and ſpoyls ſo puffed ye up, that ye quite forget your ſelves, & your poor brethren? and be­cauſe ye have overcome the oppreſſors, do ye therefore op­preſſe? but the ſame Lord lives as ever, and thats our aſſur­ance, that he will make all his enemies his foot-ſtool (appeaſe that in your ſelves which would be angry) and honeſtly conſi­der if ye do not uphold the enemies of God, and Gods people [Page] at this day, yea I know there was a ſpirit amongſt ye once, that would have grieved in your very hearts, and have thought it your very ſhame, that the people of God ſhould have lain rot­ting in Goals even to death for not ſwearing, or putting off a hat, and for not putting into the hirelings mouth, which ye all may, and I do believe for the moſt part do know that he is e­ven your own implacable enemy; do not all go along with them like fools to the ſtocks, till a dart ſtrikes ſheer through your li­vers? I ſay there was a time when the hireling and his Jewiſh and Popiſh trumpery was all ſentenced, and the brand of the con­querer, and other Tyranies vowed to be taken off, but ye are for-ſworn, and the Lord will not hold them guiltleſſe, that have ſo often called God to witneſſe, and not performed, as ſome of ye have done, although you may ſay in your hearts, he defers his coming; & becauſe judgement is not ſpeedily execu­ted, therefore the wicked are ſet in their heart to do evil; and my friends, I am ſure the blood of the innocent ſhall never ceaſe to cry, till ſuch time that the ſeed of God be delivered, and fully diſcharged from their deadly priſons, and naſty holes, where many of the moſt pretious Saints of the Lord are thronged, where ſome already have ſealed their Teſtimony with their blood, and ſeveral others are languiſhing even at the brink of death; and all this, and much more is ſuffered to gratifie the hireling that irreclameable relique of popery.
May not all that are wiſe in heart plainly ſee that the Prieſts of this Land war with fleſh and blood, and for principalities, and powers, and their weapons are indeed carnal, and not ſpiritual, who no longer then their mouths are cramed and filled, they prepare war, and murders men for their bellies, and have had the blood of ſeveral already? Oh cruel gluttony, and moſt accurſed appetite, that nothing can ſtanch or ſatisfie but blood! Oh, let them have blood to drink, and let the whores cup be filled brim full with the indignation and dregs of the wrath of the Almighty God. If we were the wolves, as the hirelings ſayes we are, and they the ſheep or Lambs, I am ſure all people will confeſſe with me, that it is not the nature of ſheep and Lambs to devour and kill the wolves, but the wolves did of old, as theſe do now, kill the ſheep, and devour the innocent Lambs.
[Page]
I have read and doe believe that the good Shepherd laid down his own life for the Sheep, but I do not read that he e­ver took away the life of any. So my dear Friends, honeſtly conſider who ye are for, and who ye uphold; for verily, if ye lay down your lives and periſh for and with their deceipt, I am bold in the Lord God to declare it unto you all, from the higheſt to the loweſt, that they are falling, and mine eye ſees it; and it is impoſſible for ye to defend or ſecure them from the juſt name of Antichriſts falſe prophets, deceivers, greedy dumb dogs, who can never have enough, but ſtill ſeeks for his gain from his quarter; (mark that, he ſeeks it) as the falſe Prophets did of old; for there is few or none that are not forced, yea very few that brings his gain to him, but himſelf, or ſome one for him ſeeks all the quarters of the field till he finds the poor brow-ſweating husband-man (who eats the bread of carefulneſſe all the year long) no ſooner he finds him, or his corn or hay, but he preſently tels out the tenth ſheaf, or tenth Cock, and ſo ſets his thiefs mark upon it, and calls it his own. Compare him to the falſe prophet, which is ſpoken of in Mich. 3. read the whole Chapter, and ſee if there be any more diffe­rence then there is betwixt a thief and a ravenous Lawyer, or a Judge, whoſe hands and affections may be full of bribery, and yet hangs a thief. Friends, lay aſide prejudice, and honeſtly Judge.
Ye may remember that Moſes ſaid, a Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up like unto me, him ſhall ye hear in all things (mark, and truly conſider the word all▪) he doth not ſay, him ſhall ye hear in ſome things onely, but him ſhall ye hear in all things; and it comes to paſs, that he that will not hear this Prophet, ſhall be cut off. Now that Prophet who was the Promiſe, the Vow and Oath of God, commands in expreſs words, ſaying, Swear not at all; though it was ſaid by them of old, thou ſhalt per­form thy Oaths to the Lord, but I ſay, ſwear not at all; and I am ſure he that goes about to inforce any one to ſwear by any Oath, obeys not that Prophet, and is to be cut off; and that Prophet ſtrictly and poſitively commands his Mini­ſters, ſaying, Be ye not of men called Maſters, without the breach of which command and title of Maſter, the hireling is not compleat.
[Page]
For when a youngling goes firſt to Oxford▪ to learn the trade of Devination, they call him a freſh-man, and continues for three years or thereabouts by the name of an undergraduate, and then he takes the degree of Batchelour, but yet he may not preach, except it be by that which they call Ex Gratia; and in other four years time, he commonly takes the degree of Ma­ſter, and then he hath authority to ſay what he pleaſeth, for an hour together, and calls it the Word of God; and he muſt not be contradicted, upon pain of ſix months impriſon­ment, although half his diſcourſe conſiſts of what Ovid, Plato, Aristole and Diogenes, &c. did, which they call Heathens; and yet what he ſaith in that place, muſt paſs for ſound doctrine, and they call it the Word of God; for when he ſteps into his ſtall, and hath ſpoken ſome words, which he calls prayer, he bids them hearken to the Word of God, and there like a Lawyer or a Trumpeter he ſells them hisThe falſe Prophet steals the word from his Neighbour, and boaſts in other mens lines. own breath, and the words of the fore­mentioned heatheniſh Authors, with many more that he hath thieved together & ſtol­len from his neighbour, which with his title of Maſter is an infallible mark of the falſe prophet. Yet your diveliſh law is ſuch, that none muſt ſpeak to him in the time of his falſe worſhip, his going to or coming from the Maſs-houſe, and at  [...]is own houſe he will not be ſeen; ſo that as far as in you lies,)  [...]  [...]uſe the people to periſh for want of knowledge; but that w [...]h limits the Holy One, muſt be cut off; for he ſpeaks where he will, and when he will, and by whom he will, although it be by the Carpenters Son, or Peter a fiſher-man, who hath no Letters, and was no Orthodox man (upon your account) yet it ſhall break all your bonds aſunder, and ſhatter all your contrivances to duſt. Why will ye believe a ſwearing Prieſt, that deſperately and wickedly breaks the abſolute command of Chriſt, and teacheth others ſo to do? Chriſt ſays, Swear not at all (mark) not at all, What not a Ju­dicial oath before a Magiſtrate, being called thereunto by the Authority of the Nation? Nay, Swear not at all, neither by Hea­ven nor by Earth nor by any other Oath (Judicial, or) whatſoever; thus ſaid the great Prophet, the Everlaſting Prieſt, the Son of God, the Saviour of the World; and it very ſhortly comes [Page] to paſſe that he that will not hear him, ſhall be cut off from a­mongſt the people, and no ſwearer or liar can poſſible enter the Kingdom: and he that will ſwear will lie, and the liar is for the lake, and ſhall have his portion without, with dogs, witches, and ſorcerers.
Paul who was a Miniſter of Chriſt, he exhorted the people, ſay­ing, ſo walk as ye have me or us for an example; I leave it to all that have any ſoberneſſe; and have not made a bargane with Hell and Death, if it be in the leaſt ſafe for us to walke as we have the hireling for our example, that will ſwear, and teach others to ſwear, and ſay its lawful, and ſtrike with his fiſt, and knock men down, and impriſons men to death for their bellies, as many of the Goals in England can witneſſe▪ proud, cove­tous, heady and high-minded undeniable they are, and are theſe men to be learnt of? ſurely nay; with my very life I de­ny them to be of God, or Chriſt, who ſaies, Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly, and He nor none of his Miniſters did ever im­priſon any, ſtock, whip or murder any; but their own backs they willingly gave to the ſmiter, and their cheeks to have the hair pluckt off, and were accounted as the off-ſcouring of the earth, their names caſt out as evil doers, and were ſhamefully intreated, perſecuted and killed, as falſe, yet true, and were called peſtilent fellows, ſubverters of the Law, and turners of the World up-ſide down, ring-leaders of Sects, &c. So ſuffers the ſervants of the living God at this day, and as they have done unto me, ſo will they do unto ye, ſaith Chriſt; The ſervant is not greater then his Lord; and he that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer perſecution.
And all this was done to them of old, as is to us at this day, even by the ſame Generation of high-prieſts, high in profeſſion, and ſpoke as big ſwelling words, and made as much ado about their New Moons, Sabbath-dayes, Tithes, Temple, Circum­ciſion, Bull, Goat, Ram and heifer; all which were but a ſha­dow of good things to come; as the Prieſts of England do about their Maſſe-houſe, Gleab-land, Tithe-ſheaf, Lamb, Calfe, Wooll, Gooſe, Pig, Mortuary, Peter-pence, Bread, Wine, and Baby-baptiſm; but as they did, theſe do now hate the Light, but it was, and is becauſe their deeds were and theſe are evil, and did as theſe do now, deney to hear the prophet in all [Page] things; and it came to paſſe that they were cut off, and theſe in­evitably ſhall be.
And my dear friends, if ye ſhare with their iniquities, ye ſhall partake with their plagues; ſearch your ſelves, and conſider with that of God in your conſciences, for there truth will ſpeak; And ſee if many amongſt ye are not run, and running head­long into the unbelieving ſtate, ſeeking honour one of another; ones a Knight, and another is a Lord, and another angry becauſe he is not a Lord; but amongſt ye all the heritage of the Lord God is neglected.
Which amongſt ye, that moſt of all quarrels for theſe bub­bles, that hath not ſaid it would never be a good World ſo long as there was a Lord in England? and likewiſe ſwore a­gainſt a houſe of Lords, and yet love and retain the name, the nature and the ſame thing, Oh! deny your ſelves of theſe no­things, and take up the croſſe, which will croſſe nothing but your luſts, and ſee if it be poſſible for ye to be re-diſcipled once again; for verily at the preſent ye are not ſo much as in the way to pleaſe God; Was there any of this ſtuff amongſt ye ſome years ſince? remember your ſelves, have ye paid your  [...]ows, and kept your integrity? the lying lips, and the de­ceitful tongue the Lord hates, and think ye the Lord will not viſit for theſe things?
☞ Yea, His dread and terrour will fall amongſt ye ſhortly, if not ſuddainly, and although ye may hate to be reformed, and laugh me to ſcorn, or perſecute me to death, yet its the truth of the living God to every individual amongſt ye; there was once a praying ſpirit amongſt ye, that would have ſaid, Lord honour us with ſucceſſe and victory, and we will honour thee with doing of juſtice, and relieving the oppreſſed; and liber­berty of conſcience was promiſed with hands lifted up, with tears in your eyes erected to heaven-ward, with many a true ſigh and groan which could not be uttered; and if ye did not promiſe to the Lord before the battel at Dunbar, that that grand Idol, and oppreſſion of Tythes ſhould be taken off, if the Lord delivered ye that day, then ſay I am a lyar; The Lord hath performed, but ye have failed; and inſtead of gi­ving all power, all glory, and all honour to God, ye honour one another with blaſpemous titles, the hireling being your [Page] example, who write to one another at this day by the name of reverend Brother, reverend Sir, and reverend Maſter, which is blaſphemy; for reverend is the name of him, and onely him, that made heaven and earth; may it pleaſe you [...] worſhip, may it pleaſe your Lordſhip, may it pleaſe your honour, &c.
Now if all honour (mind the word, all, which will not admit of the word, ſome, to be joyned with it in that place) doth be­long to God alone, as I am ſure it doth, there is not the leaſt of Room for your fond appellations which ye give and re­ceive one of another; How can ye believe, that receives honour one of another? Oh! Let Moab come down before ſhe be compelled to ſerve, and the Lord ſtain all your honours in one day; for I am ſure ſome of ye he will overtake with ſpeed, and their memo­ries ſhall rot, but the name of the juſt ſhall live for ever; there­fore let every ſoul of ye be ſubject to the higher powers, which is higher and above the tranſgreſſor; and ſee if yet there be any remorſe in ye towards your poor brethren, who as I ſaid before are languiſhing in naſty holes, and ſeveral dead, moſt of them dead and alive, being ſuch who have freely offered up their lives with ye, in the actual ſervice for the Common-wealth, in the heat ofIt is the ſame man that was called Round head, that is called Quaker; therefore let all that are in authority, be aſham­ed to ſee us thus dealt with. the day; and I am ſure we have not forfeited our right in the leaſt, or pur­chaſed your indignation, by either plots or rebellion againſt ye, although ye have ſufficiently provoked us, by ſuf­fering far more to be laid upon us, then as we are men could be borne, and me thinks our peaceable, patient, and innocent carriage cannot but ſmite ye to the very heart; I am ſure it hath reached Heaven, and if ye were not in the deepeſt ſlumber, even the ſleep of death, ye would not lame your ſelves to uphold the in­tereſt of a company of gormandizing Prieſts, who creep into the Maſs-houſe, and there ſpeak a devination of their own brain, or make a plot in the week days, and there diſcover it, and bid others keep holy upon that day, upon which they keep market; and tell the people if they do not pay their Tythes, they rob God; and it may be threateneth thoſe that are behind to ſue them, or ſend them to priſon forth-with; ſo that upon [Page] that day which he exhorts others to keep holy, he doth all manner of work that tends to his quarterly gain.
Can that be the Miniſtry of Chriſt that murthers men for their bellies? Nay, it is impoſſible; for the Miniſters of Chriſt laboured with their own hands; and took by violence from no man, neither were they ſo much as burthenſome to any, much leſſe ſtocked, cauſed to be whipped, impriſoned, or ſmote with their hands, but with them laboured, and knocked down no man, nor impriſoned any man to death for their bellyes, but in this ſome of theſe at this day do glory.
And yet if any be moved of the Lord to tell any one of theſe cruel men that their glory is their ſhame, or their belly is their God, its much if ſome Prieſt-ridden Juſtice or another do not ſend him to the Goal for it.
I ſhall alſo ſhew ye the rope of ſand wherein many of theſe Prieſts have been wrapt: Henry the 8. was a Papiſt; the ſame Henry the 8 was a Proteſtant, and called himſelf Defender of the Faith. Edward the 6 a Proteſtant, Queen Mary a Papiſt, Queen Elizabeth a Proteſtant again. King James was both for and againſt Biſhops. King Charles he was called a Church-Pa­piſt, yet loved Biſhops and Book of Common Prayer ſo well, that an open war was declared againſt him, which hath coſt an in­numerable quantity of blood and treaſure; he and his Biſhops extirpated, ſwore, vowed and declared againſt, and others have taken poſſeſſion; yet I ſhall ſeal it with my blood, That there is 1200 Prieſts in England that are as bad as thoſe 12 Bi­ſhops were; ſo that at the beſt we are but where we were, after all this fighting, killing, and being killed, pulling down, and ſetting up; and all men may plainly ſee, that have not done away reaſon, and ſold themſelves to the ſpirit of prejudce, that the beſt of their religion is but till further order, and the change of a King, or the change of a Queen, or the alteration of a go­verment puts them out of order, and to ſeek for their religion, tell they have received further order from man, or at leaſt till they have ſtudied what religion the King or Chief Ruler ad­heres to, and there they will ſeemingly imitate; There they were, and there they are tell further order, and the beſt of their Religion will reach no further, but tell further order.
[Page]
See what the Ploughman in his complaint ſaith of theſe wicked men in the Reign of K. Edward the third; here followeth ſomewhat ſubtra­cted forth of his complaint, the thing being too large to inſert ver­batim.
AH Lord, though that the Plowman may not have ſo much ſilver for their prayers as other men, forSee the plow­mans complaint in K. Ed. thirds time, Foxes Acts and Monuments, Vol. 1. p. 524. they know not ſo well to prize their prayers as theſe other chapmen; But Lord, our hope is, our prayers be never the worſe, though they be not ſo well ſold as other mens prayers.
They turn thy words into ſongs and tales, and ſo men do now, they ſing thy words merrily, and that ſinging they call thy ſervice; but Lord, I trow the beſt ſingers thou heareſt not moſt, but he that fulfilleth thy words, he thou heareth full well, though he weep more then ſing; and I trow that weeping for breaking of thy commandements be more pleaſing to thee then ſinging of thy words, and forſaking of travel which God commands, and give their ſelves to idleneſs, that is the mother of all naughtineſſe. Lord, Mary thy bleſſed Mother, and Joſeph touched often times thy body, and yet wrought with their hands, and lived in as much cleanneſſe of ſoul as our Prieſts do now; But Lord, men make now great ſtonen houſes full of glaſſen windows, and calleth them thine houſes and Churches; but thou ſaiſt thoſe that did worſhip in ſuch had been worthy of death. Lord, in thy Goſpel thou ſayeſt that true worſhipers of God worſhip him not in the Hill beſide Samaria nor in Jeruſalem neither, but true worſhippers of God worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. And Lord God, what a worſhip is this, to build thee a Church of dead ſtones, and rob thy quick Churches of their bodily livelyhood, to cloath ſtocks and ſtone withSee pulpit cloaths and many guilded coats, painted win­dows with pictures of many a monſtrous beaſt. ſilver and gold, and other good colours, and I ſee thine own images go in cold and in heat in cloathing all to broken, without ſhoon & hoſen, and hungred and athirſt; feeding themſelves and not thy flock, hiding. Thee that art our light, and thoſe that were fed they ſlew, and thoſe that were broken they knit not together, but rattled [Page] them with ſternſhip and with power; And Lord, theſe hired men they nefeeden thy ſheep in thy plenteous Leaſow, but feeden thy ſheep with ſweines and falſe miracles, and tales; but at thy truth they ne come not. For Lord I trow thou ſen­deſt them never; And of theſe hired men ſpeaks Jeremiah, and thou ſaieſt in that word by him, I ne ſend them not, and they run quickly, but I ne ſpake unto them. For if they had ſtood in my councel,The Spiritual man is locked in Priſon, by thoſe that have the Key of Cunning. they would have turned people from the evil of their wayes, and their evil thoughts; For Lord thou ſaieſt, thy Word is as a fire, & a hammer breaking ſtones, but from the leaſt to the moſt, they ſtudy covetouſneſs, and from the Prieſt to the Prophet, all they have done guile. And Lord, this is much miſchief and matter of ſorrow, and yet there is more; For if a lewd man (that is a lea-man) teach thy people truth of thy Words, as he is upholden by thy Commandment of Charity, he ſhall be forbidden, and put in priſon if he do it. And ſo thoſe that have the key of cunning, haveTho. Cromwell, Earl of Eſſex; and Sr. John Old-caſtle, te­ſtified againſt Tithes; and it is verily believed that both were put to death for their Testimo­ny. locked the truth of thy teaching under many Wards, and hid it from the children; But Lord, ſith thy teach­ing is come from Heaven above, our hope is, that with thy Grace it ſhall break theſe Wards, and ſhew him to thy people, to keel both the hunger and thirſt of the ſoul; And then ſhall no ſhepheard, nor no falſe hired man beguile thy people no more. Lord, thou giveſt us a Commandment of truth, in bidding us ſay, yea, yea, nay, nay, and ſwear for nothing; and truly Lord, I trow, that if thou were now in the World, and taughteſt as thou didſt ſometime, thou ſhouldeſt be done to death; for thy Teachings is damned for Hereſie of the Wiſe men of the World.


So that by this ye may plainly ſee, that the hireling in former ages was teſtified againſt; and the Lord was not without a witneſs, though oppreſſed then, as at this day.
And as for the Tithes, which Antichriſt the Pope vomited [Page] forth of his mouth, and was firſt introduced by Auguſtine, one of his Fryers here in England; I might ſay ſomething in par­ticular of it; but being a Chriſtian, and believing and know­ing that all ſhadows and types whatſoever muſt give leave to the ſubſtance; and alſo, knowing that the good thing is come, and the great Prophet heard; And others who believe in Chriſt, having more then ſufficiently refell'd what is poſſible to be ſaid in honour of that Idol; Therefore I ſet my feet upon that dunghill, being with my ſelf by all the reaſonable and unconcerned men in the Natons, troden upon in their hearts.
And for ſuch as are yet unſatisfied, I refer them to Anthony Perſons Book; andThe book is ſold by Giles Calvert, at the ſign of the black ſpread Eagle, at the weſt end of Pauls; the price a­bout ſix pence. I do not queſtion but it may ſatisfie, ſet­tle and eſtabliſh all men againſt the very foundation, birth and bringing in of that bad thing; except I ſay, the greedy receiver, who is ſo greedy of filthy lucre that he can never have enough; and is unſatisfied, unſetled and unſtable in all his wayes.
For when a Prieſt dyes, and the Parſonage be great; Oh! how the reſt will ſwarm about the Donator, and hunt like dogs that runs for the carcaſe of a dead horſe; and it may be ten of them at leaſt ſhall pretend a call; and if by whining, flat­tery, ſymony, or ſubtility any one of them can procure it, its much if in his very firſt Sermon he be not ſo prophane as to begin with a lye in his mouth, and tell the people, being cal­led amongſt ye by the Lord, and brought into this place by his Providence; Whereas indeed it is the gain of that quar­ter, which its like may be much bigger then that from whence he came, and it is theirs, and not them for which he really came, or hunts; and that's his call.
Yea, I know ſome of them may fitly be compared to Crows, Dogs and Rooks, that when the Beast is ſick, the Ra­vens will pick his eyes out before the dogs ſhall get him; ſo ſome of them in my knowledge have been trying for the Par­ſonage before the incumbent hath been quite dead. Now from the bottom of my heart I do believe, that the Cut-pur­ſes and Goal-birds, are not more diſingenious towards one a­nother [Page] (as men) then ſome of theſe men are, in caſe a fat Parſonage be to be parted by the teeth amongſt them; ſo that their godlineſs is not great gain, but their great Parſo­nage is their great gain, and their quarterly gain is their God.
And that they are very diſingenious (hear what I have farther to ſay of them) I have many times asked ſeveral of theſe hired men, why they did pillage and take away from thoſe that did not hire them, ſet them a-work, nor come to hear them.
Their common anſwer was, and is, Their Church was open,So doth  [...]e gates of Hell, & who as will may enter. and who as will may come; and it is not our faults (ſay they) if they come not. I anſwer, ſo is every tradeſ-mans ſhop in the Nation, or very ſame Pariſh; and he may as well ſay to thoſe which are not his, but another mans cuſtomers; My ſhop ſtands open, and I have as good ware as another, & thou mayeſt have it if thou wilt, its my trade, and my goods are to be ſold. (An­ſwer) I like them not, I will not have them. Now I ap­peal to any reaſonable man upon earth, if he (the ſaid tradeſ-man) ſhould lay hold on me, and take away my cloak, coat, bed-cloaths, braſs, pewter, cattel, corn, &c. for his goods, which I like not, and by me refuſed; and by him undelivered to me. Admit him to be a ſeller of good books, as the Bible, and other Juſt mens works and writings. I ſay, I appeal to the whole World, whether this man that ſo takes away my goods, be not as real a thief in the ſight of God, and good man, as him that robs upon the high way. [Page] And by this, all true men may plainly ſee the unjuſt af­flictions, perſecutions, bon­dage and oppreſſion the ſeed of God lyeth under at this day by the ſeed of the evil doers and cruel men, who lye in wait to devour widows houſes, and deſtroy the inno­cent; Even as a troop of Robbers lie in wait for a man to murther in the way by conſent, they hunt every man his neighbour with a net. And that they may do evil with both hands earneſt­ly, ſome of us they did di­ſtrain, and ſue in the Exche­quer for one and the ſame matter, Where the greedy Lawyer asketh for a reward, and the great man uttereth forth his miſchievous deſires; ſo they wrap it up, Mich. 7. 2, 3.
Let no Government nor Governor ſo much as pretend to Liberty of Conſcience, whilſt theſe evil beaſts and ſlow-bellies are ſuffered to pil­lidge, and by violence take away and make havock of true mens eſtates, crambing of their perſons in bad Pri­ſons, and there murther them for their diſhoneſt gain, which the Pope hath allowed them. Oh! was ever the like rapines committed upon the godly of this Nation, by any but Queen Mary? Oh! bloudy & unequal hath your Go­vernment been to the upright-hear­ted; but the Lord will viſit in his fierce wrath for theſe things, and it cannot long ſtand, nor the upholders there­of; Is this like Juſtice, or can ye look God in the face, and call it ſo? or is it in any manner ſeemingly equal, that I ſhould be forced to pay wages to him I neither hire, hear, nor ſet at work? Do we require them or ye to pay or give any thing to any of thoſe, who Miniſter to us? Nay, they ſow ſpirituals and want not carnals, and their belly is not their God; they only eat what is freely ſet before them, asking no queſtions for Conſcience ſake, they preach the Goſpel and live upon him, and the lambs lack not, and the good thing is not with hol­den, and the true Lilly takes no thought for to morrow, what he ſhall eat, or what he ſhall put on; but is cloathed upon with the righteouſneſs, in which is fulneſs without meaſure, where exceſs is not known, nor want heard of, (but the Lyon lacks, and is a beaſt of prey.)
I ſay come to this which is equal before God, and amongſt men; let every Society in the Nation maintain their own preachers, let the Epiſco­parian and Presbyterian who are E­phraim againſt Manaſſeh, and Manaſſh againſt Ephraim, and both as one a­gainſt Judah; and for the moſt part equal enemies to this Common­wealth; let them have their Tithe­mong [...]r if they will, provided their hireling, and his Popery be not bur­thenſome to any of the people of God, let them give him the one half of their eſtates, if they pleaſe; but let not all the honeſt people of the Na­tion be forced to give the ſixth or ſe­venth part of their eſtates, to main­tain their Popiſh worſhip. Oh! that is an unreaſonable  [...]oak, to be compelled to uphold that with my outward ſubſtance, which I am con­vinced in my Conſcience to be blaſ­phemous; with my life, I affirm it, he or they who impoſe it, are no Chri­ſtians.
Let the Baptiſts, and all the ga­thered and Congregational people maintain their own Teachers (as I believe they do) for with a mans own he may do what ſeems to be good in his own eye; and that is truly equal, and not to go like thieves, and reap where they have not ſown, and pluck where they have not planted, and eat the milk of other mens flocks, &c.
Let the Maſs-houſe and Bells, and Parſonage houſes, with the Gleabe­lands be ſold, to pay the Impro­priators, and then let him that will have ſuch men as theſe, who now live idly, upon the ſweat of other mens brows, ſet them at work, hire them, pay them, and hear them; and let him that hath ſtolen ſteal no more, but labour with his own hands, and that is equal; and he that doth ſo, doth equally. And that Governour and Government that pa­tronizes ſuch equal doings, may ſtand, and be a bleſſing to the Nation, and the people will bleſs God for him or them; but he that feeds oppreſſion, and upholds inequality, few and troubleſom ſhall be his or their days, and their ſhort, yet tedious reign ſhall go out like the ſnuff of a candle; Therefore be wiſe, O ye Rulers, for who knows what one day may bring to paſs, or what may be brought to paſs in one day.


And there is a ſmoother tongued ſort, amongſt theſe deceivers, that I have heard often affirm (if a man would do away his reaſon and be­lieve them) that it is not they which perſecute and im­priſon, but the chief Magi­ſtrate; the ſame ſayes their father the Pope.
If any Clergy-man belong­ing to the whole See of Rome, be but known to have a hand in blood, he is for ever made ir [...]egular; But that Prince [Page] that fills his inquiſition the fulleſt, and burns moſt Here­ticks (as they call them) he ſhall have the largeſt pardon, for ſo many ſins to be com­mitted, and his name ſhall be had in moſt reputation a­mongſt them, otherwiſe hee ſhall be curſed, if not excom­municated.
By this let the ſimple-hear­ted compare and infer, &c. Now my belief is, that if the Prieſts of England have free­ly received, and will freely give, and not exact, torture and murther the innocent for their bellies, nor be burthen­ſome to no man, but freely give, and freely receive, & he which preaches the Goſpel to live up­on it, I do believe in my very heart God will be very well plea­ſed. Prieſt, try him and truſt in him, and do not take the benefit of a bad Law which thou haſt procured by thy ſollici­tous implacability; For verily it quite lames thee, and all rea­ſonable men ſee thee, and the feeble inſufficiency of thy Goſ­pel which can neither ſtand, nor procure thee meat for thybel­ly, without the help of an outward Law and Sword, which is onely to protect mens perſons, and not to ſuffer a cruel man to take away from a poor man, and a faithful denizen of the ſame Nation, a hundred pounds for a hundred ſhillings.
So do not cover thy ſelf under the Magiſtrate, and ſneak to them, and make him or them the abſolute Author of thy wic­kedneſs; but leave off thy filthineſs, and let him that hath ſtollen, ſteal no more, but rather reſtore, and learn to labour with thy own hands, and the labourer is worthy of his hire, and the work-man of his meat, and I am freely content that he which hireth any man ſhould be forced to pay him his wages; but I am ſure it is not in the leaſt equal amongſt men, [Page] for me to pay another mans work-man, although all the work he doth may ſeemingly be logically or ſyllogiſtically true. Ergo, it may or it may not, admit all that he doth to be of the beſt ſort, that is falſe, and his divinations, and immagina­tions almoſt like truth it ſelf, I hire him not, I ſet him not at work, I'le not pay him his wages, I'le give him no meat.
And if for this my Teſtimony againſt the hireling, which I ſtill ſay, could not ſtand, nor have a being as a mercenary hireling, if it were not for the Sword; I ſay, if for this my Teſtimony my life be called for, I may not ſay, I matter it; for my Redeemer lives, and I know for this very end and pur­poſe hath he raiſed me up, even to bear my Teſtimony with my life to the death, againſt the falſe-hired Antichriſt of this Nation, even to the Gates of Rome his Original, and very late Anteceſſor. And this am I truly bold in the Lord to declare without fear, what is poſſible to be done againſt me, by them or their adherents, although I know they are the onely pre­parers of War againſt the innocent.
And theſe bad men come from Oxford and Cambridge▪ which they call the two Fountains, Nurſeries and Eyes of the Nation, and Religion; but indeed they are the two ſinks of ini­quity.
And when a youngling goes firſt thither to learn the trade of Preaching, before he hath the authority of a Law, to take away the ſixth or ſeventh part of any mans Eſtate in the Na­tion. When he comes firſt to Oxford, before they have taint­ted him, or made him ſtink with their abominations, they call him a freſh man; and thoſe that are in meſs with him, like greedy dogs rob him of his very meat, and get him in a ring, and tear his cloaths off his back, and make Rhimes upon him, and if he complain they beat him, and to cozen or ſteal any thing from him, theſe cage of unclean birds think that their honour; and this the World calls an Academy for the Edu­cation of young Gentlemen, and a place to train up able Mi­niſters. And out of theſe two Fountains (Oxford and Cam­bridge, or rather ſinks of iniquity) uncontradictably flowes the grand grievances of this Common-wealth.
In the firſt place, from thence comes that ſpiritual and tem­poral thief, the moſt peſtilent hireling; from thence comes [Page] the terrible and lawleſs Lawyer, under whoſe oppreſſion the whole Nation ſmarts, who with the Prieſts ſwallow up the one half of the land, the Lawyer as well as the other, accord­ing to his now ungodly practice and conſtitution, utterly op­preſſive, and altogether uſeleſs, being the badge of the con­querour; who ſqueeſe the people moſt grievouſly, and utterly undoes many, yea, very many.
From thence comes the Atheiſtique Phyſician, who hath au­thority to give what he will to men; And if he poyſons them, its a Doctor hath done it, and theres an end.
From thence comes the Conjuror, Aſtrologer, and Fortune­telling witch; and all theſe are bad and cruel grievances, and hated of God, and his arm is made bare againſt them. And was (as it is now) fully ſeen by all the honeſt people of England, within theſe ten years, and then all theſe Monſters were eve [...] at the pits brink, ready to be caſt in from whence they came▪ Then was the good Phyſician nigh, O ye army-men, and a Chan­cery was ſetting up in every mans breaſt, and the Witch had but little life left, and the hireling with all his inchantments, and what he could poſſibly ſay, for his deceit, was become to ye as a thing of nought, and God was teaching his own people then as he doth at this day, and that covetous man was thought uſe­leſſe, and his brawling by ye was very little, or not at all regar­ded; and have ye ſeen the Son, and many of ye taſted of the good word of God, and the World to come, and the power of an endleſſe life, and yet believe lying lips, and cheriſh deceit, and maintain oppreſſion, licking up that which ye once even with deteſtation vomited forth? & are ye not bewitched in running after the hireling into the Maſſe-houſe, to look for the Truth, where, and from whom I believe in my heart moſt of ye know its not poſſible to be found? Nay verily, thoſe that believe in Chriſt, ſees him as he is nigh them in their hearts, and in their mouths, for he hath enlightened every man that cometh into the world, and the ſpiritual eye ſees him a Saviour nigh them, and in them, who ſaves his people from their ſins, and lets them ſee their ſins, and perfects them from their ſins, if they ſerve no other gods but him. And why do ye yet hope for the thing ſeen? Oh he is come a light into the World; but the World founded in your hearts which ſlew and ſlayes the Lamb, [Page] that receives him not, but loves darkneſſe rather then light, but it is becauſe your deeds are evil, and ſo doth not like to retain God in your knowledge, although he hath been there & ye did once know God, and that grace of God which brings Salvation hath appeared unto ye, and to all men, but ſome give them­ſelves up to a reprobate minde, and to believe lies (Mark) they give themſelves up, the light being two low a thing, and per­fection to high, and there all the wordly wiſe men in the World at this day periſh; which of the Rulers hath believed on him? none but a poor people, that for conſcience ſake cannot be ſub­ject to the curſed Popiſh lawes, and heatheniſh cuſtomes, not a mighty man, nor a Noble man, not a Lawyer, nor one of them which the World calls an Orthodox man hardly among them; For there is no Worldly preferment nor treaſure to be deſired, for he hath not whereon to lay his own head, and his viſage is, and was more mar'd then any mans, a ſtumblingſtone, and a rock of offence he is, but bleſſed are they, and onely they that are not offended at him nor his little ones, for verily they are to him as the apple of his eye▪ and woe to them that deſpiſe him in his members, although they are not found in the pallace, nor on the throne, nor in the high-places com­mitting ſpiritual wickedneſſe, making ungodly gain of the Prophets, his and the Apoſtles words, as it was of old, not ma­ny mighty, not many noble; and although many are and may be called, few are choſen for the way is ſtreight, and few there is that enters; yea, the way is ſtreight, and the luſts of the fleſh, and the pride of life, cometh not there, and whoſe life is without his portions without; and in the e­ternal kingdom there is no room for the bending, twining, ſycophant, who hath the perſons of men in admiration, becauſe of diſhoneſt gain, I ſay ſuch enters not into his reſt, neither know they the true Sabbath, although they keep a great buſsle and ſow pillows under one anothers elbowes, and cry, the ordinances, the ordinances, and have their ſet dayes times, and places for their worſhip, giving one another bread and wine once in a weak, or once in a moneth, & eats, drinks, and puts on unworthily all the week and moneth beſides; and it may be when they have conſulted, and contrived before-hand a thing in their own hearts, and in their own imaginations it is already [Page] done; then theſe pretend (in their own wills) to faſt and pray, and dayes muſt be ſet apart for faſting and praying, when as the jawes of the wicked, in the general, and in their own particulars are not broken; faſting and prayer in my very ſoul I own; But what mean ye, that ye beat my people to pie­ces, and grind the faces of the poor, ſaith the Lord of hoſts; think ye that I will viſit for theſe things? yea, he will vex ye in his fierce wrath, and remove ye in his hot diſpleaſure; and whileſt ye regard iniquity in your hearts, I will not hear your prayers, nor have reſpect unto your faſts ſaith the Lord, (Mark) if ye regard iniquity in your hearts, or feed oppreſſion, or ſuffer the witch or priſoner in your own particulars, in and amongſt you to live, I will not hear your prayers ſaith the Lord; nay the Lord loves and hears the prayers of ſuch as pay their vowes, and keep their integrity, and tremble at his word;  [...]nd the broken and the contrite ſpirit, and the upright hear­ted the Lord delights in, and thoſe that walk humbly with their God, and are not exalted above what is called God, becauſe of this worlds preferment; I ſay, with the ſingle­hearted, and ſuch who diſpiſe not the day of ſmall things, who ſpeaks the truth to and of their neighbour, and do to all men as they would they ſhould do to them; Such he delights to dwell with, but the lying lips and the deceitful tongue God hates, & the prayers, faſting, fond humility and hanging down the head for a day like a bul-ruſh are all abomination before the juſt and holy God; and whileſt ye regard iniquity, and have reſpect to the workers thereof, the Lord hath no regard to your ſet dayes, ſervices and prete [...]ded humiliations, I ſay, whilſt ye regard iniquity, and live in uncleanneſſe and pride of life, ye are but mockers of the righteous God who will not be mocked by ye, for his eyes are pure, and cannot behold the beholders and upholders of oppreſſion.
Oh my friends, how can ye pray, talk of God, conſcience, and liberty of conſcience, whileſt ye ſuffer your poor brethren to be tormented and afflicted with curſed laws made in the re­probate will of a dark Pope? and do ye not augment fuel to his fire, and call it liberty of conſcience? Is not his 3 months impriſonment made ſix? I believe that if it ſhould have been ſaid to many of ye within this ten years, that theſe cruelties [Page] ſhould have been acted, inflicted, and tollerated to be acted and inflicted upon the innocent, by a law, and true liberty of con­ſcience infringed and wholly ſtruck at, whileſt ſome of ye had breath; I do believe that ye would have anſwered as one man, as the King did the Prophet, Dost thou think thy ſervants are dogs? that theſe things ſhall come to paſſe in our dayes; But many were deceived in ye, and ſo was I, and in the end ye will deceive your own precious and immortal ſouls.
And the Prieſts, for whom ye have thus ha [...]arded, and made your ſelves enemies to God and good men, are moſt exquiſite and abſolute enemies to your ſelves, Magiſtrates, Government, and Governours longer then they pleaſe them, and boaſt of their Diana; and for plotters and plot-contrivers, diſturbers of governments, ſowers of ſeditions, and cauſing other men to be ſeditious, they are at this time, and have been of old, the very peſts of this Nation, and he that is, or ſhall be acquainted with the Hiſtory of England cannot but witneſs with me againſt them, But that they are ſo freſh in moſt mens memories, I could name ſome of their late Tragedies, for which ſome few of them have felt the hand of Juſtice; but thus much I know is well known to moſt men, that thoſe whom they bleſſe, the people bleſs, and whom they curſe, the people curſe; alſo this may be taken no­tice of, that they never did, nor do adhere to the Rulers, but when they would have their own turnes ſerved, or are neceſſi­tated, or their falſe wayes and worſhip in Jeopardy by the people of the Lord, making ſome in-rode or other upon their deceit; at other times it's I and my King, and il'e be rul'd, if hee'l be rul'd by me; and if the Rulers ſhould but deny them their end, for which they onely flatter them and others; I ſay it's well if they do not teach the people to rebel and ſay, to kill them is no murther, and themſelves have a hand in it; and if the Rulers ſhould but demand one or two years re­venue of theſe men throughout the Nation, of that which in­deed is none of their's, (and they ſay themſelves tythes is the chief Magiſtrates, and he may do what he will with them) or ſell but their Maſs-houſes with the jangling Bells, although it were to carry on a war with Rome againſt the very Pope himſelf, I ſay it is well if they did not thereby take occaſion to prepare and hatch a War at home, and curſe the Magiſtrates bitterly, [Page] and do what in them lyeth to poyſon the people, and diſaffect them to the preſent Goverment, notwithſtanding at preſent they cry a loud for, and to it, (but it is for their augmentati­ons) and bleſſe it, but it is with the ſame mouths they'l curſe it if croſt, and do it as much harm, as now they do it good in praying for it, which is none at all.
Oh Friends! Why will ye joyn your ſelves, to that unpro­fitable harlot, who ye long ſince know was deviated, and ut­terly whored from all that is truth; and I do believe it is fully known to many among ye they that are gone out of the way, & altogether become unprofitable, I know none of them that doth good, no not one, for the moſt part their throats are an open Sepulchre, and the poyſon of Aſps is under their lips, and Gods fear is not before their eyes, the beſt of them is but as a bryar, and the moſt upright is ſharper then a thorn hedge, Micah 7. 4. For out of the evil thoughts of their [...]ee Ti [...]us I.  [...]hap. 7. to  [...]he end. hearts proceeds perſecution, murtherers and blaſphemies, and unto them in their unbelieving ſtate and damnable doctrine of imperfection nothing is, nor indeed can be pure, but even their mindes and conſciences is wholly de­filed, and although they may profeſſe to know God, in their practiſes they abſolutely deny him; for in preaching up ſin tearm of life, which is the Devils kingdom, they are abomi­nable, [...]au [...]s Ep.  [...]o the Lao­  [...]iceans, v.  [...]. 9. and unto every good work reprobate, they are hurters and doers of violence to good, ſober and temperate men, i [...] they put not into their mouths, ſelf-willed, ſoon angry, ſtrikers, and given to filthy lucre they are, they are high-minded andJohn 5. 19. Read Rev. 20. Rev. 13. 15. unruly, vain talkers and deceivers, whoſe mouths muſt be ſtopped and turned away from, although they have ſubverted whole houſes and Nations, teaching things that are utterly falſe, for filthy lucres ſake, and ſuch are lyars, evil beaſts and ſlow-bellies, and this witneſs is true; wherefore let them be rebuked, and their mo [...]ths ſtopped. For with the whole World they do lie in wickedneſs, and the number that Satan hath deceived by them is as the ſand of the Sea, and they have had power to kill the Saints that would not worſhip the image of the beaſt, and hath cauſed all, both ſmall and great, rich and poor, bond and free, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their fore-heads; And none could buy or ſell, ſave [Page] he that had the mark, or the name of the beaſt, or the num­ber of his names, read Rev. 13. and if the preſent Rulers of the earth have not drunk of the whores cup, how came theſe Prieſts by this Law? I ſay, is not the Popiſh Queen out-done, and her three months impriſonment made ſix? ſo that theſe have a Law at their command, and I am ſure a terrible Law hath it been to us-ward: Such a Law the Jews had, and by our Law, ſaid they, he ought to die, for he is a blaſphemer; and what was his blaſphemy? Why ſay they, he ſayes he is the Son of God; So as falſe, yet true, they put the holy One to death; and the Engliſh Prieſts Original, was ſet over the Originals head by Prieſt-ridden Pilate; Oh my dear friends! periſh not with them, nor for and with their gain-ſaying generation; but like wiſe men, keep your eyes in your head, and let that woman which hath ſo fowlly tranſgreſſed be ſilent; and let not tranſgreſſion plead for, and uphold tranſgreſſion, and tranſgreſſors; But ask your husband at home, for the wo-man is not permitted to ſpeak in the Church, nor about Church matters, but the the Daughters of the Lord, as well as his Sons, ſhall, and at this day do propheſie, and God is one in the Male, as in the fe­male, and the Womb that is barren, is accurſed, as well in the Male, as in the Female, but the Woman is to be ſilent in them both; But the ſeed and birth which is immortal, which ſins not, doth, and may ſpeak, if the Lord open the mouth in the Female-man, aſ-well as in the Male-man; and if the Lord o­pen the lips, let the whole creation ſhew forth his prayſes, but let Eve for ever be ſilent; And I know from the Lord God the barren womb is curſed, and ſuch who cannot in ſome meaſure witneſs the marriage, are undone; but the true Virgin that hath not many lovers, is a holy ſtate, and ſhe which is begotten of God, as the Lord moves, may utter words, and Miniſter to the ſeed in others that all may be edified, the deaf made to hear, the blind to ſee, the ſick healed, and the ſaving health made known, the dead raiſed, the Lame walk, and the dumb made to ſing for joy, and in this Miniſtry and Goſpel Phaebe, and Priſ [...]illa may labour with Paul, or any other the holy Wo­men at this day; a ſeal of whoſe Apoſtle-ſhip I am, and if you keep your eyes in your head, and behold the Original in ye, and ask that Husband at home, ye will ſeal to, and witneſſe [Page] with me, that God is truth, and is one in the Male and in the Female; for it is the fools eye that is abroad, but the wiſe mans eye is in his head, and the head of every man is Chriſt Jeſus; and he gives to all men and women, a meaſure of him­ſelf to profit withall, and all his gifts are good and perfect, and leads to no other thing but unto perfection; but no Baſtard, nor the thief who ſteals the words from his neighbour, and boaſts in the lines of other men, ſhall never inherit, though he be as goodly to look at, as Iſhmael and as Orthod [...]x as the high Prieſt, yet he is the ſon of the bond-wo-man within, from whence death, immagination, and brain-ſtudy ſpeaks a devi­nation of its own; there the merchants of ſpiritual Babylon trade, wch is called confuſion; but all this while the royal ſeed is in bondage, and the voice of the King is not heard within, without which the children of the Kingdom cannot live, and the voice of a ſtranger the ſheep will not hear, and the thief or ſpi­ritual vagabond, although it be Cain or Lord Eſau himſelf, with the Son of the free and firſt-born muſt not co-habit; for the life of the one is the death of the other, and that muſt become a ſervant which hath cauſed the ſeed to bow; they who know the Original, know and feel what I ſay, and the ſimple heart­ed that are among ye may underſtand me right well; but for thoſe who are withered under the name of profeſſors, and are onely old in profeſſion and iniquity, who riſe up early to con­trive for ſelf, in whom the earth hath choaked the ſeed, by them I do not expect to be rightly underſtood, or juſtly con­ſtrued, for their life at the preſent is not in that wch diſcerneth and judgeth all things, and in the Lords work they have been very unfaithful; I ſhall not ſay much, but it is very much if ove [...] the Lord truſt ſome of them again, but rather ſuffer a ſtranger to take and do that which was once in their poſeſſion▪ and will it not be juſt, if he who formed them, doe ſhew them no favour, but ſmite them as they have ſuffered others to be ſmitten? and will it not be equal if the Lord reveal himſelf moſt eminently againſt them,  [...]uite racing down their magni­ficency, and for ever lay their honour in the duſt.
And if any who are in authority, be yet indeed really affe­cted with the wayes and falſe worſhip of the hireling, and of­fended with me for this my Teſtimony for the Lord, and a­gainſt [Page] the falſe hireling; We who are called Quakers ſhall in the fear of the Lord be willing to meet them, or a choſen number of them face to face, before the chief Rulers, Parliament or Councel, and there approve our ſelves in our practiſe for re­ligion by the words of the Scriptures, and the example of the holy men of God, and if we refute not the common hireling, and whatſoever he is poſſibly able to ſay for himſelf, or againſt us (proving what he ſaies by Scriptures) let the reaſonable ma­giſtrates be judge; I ſay, if we do it not, let us be uſed more bloodily and cruelly then we yet are (if poſſible) and we ſhall in that matter freely ſubmit unto, and be convicted by the Scripture, which ſome of them are ſo impudent to ſay we de­ny, and is their own rule, though that which gave them forth is our rule, and is not contrary to the Scrip­ture, ſo far as they are not polluted by falſe meanings put up­on them, which in their purity in themſelves do not own; But however there is ſufficient to ſilence the brawling hire­ling, for warrant from them he hath none for his preaching for hire, or a ſet maintenance by a Law; I ſay again, let us diſcourſe our Religion with the falſe hired man, before ye, and if then it be found that we hold any thing for Religion, which is con­trary to ſound Doctrine, or in the leaſt derogatory to Scrip­ture; and if our practice, faith, hope, and order be not according to the command of the Lord Jeſus, the example of the Pro­phets, the Apoſtles, the holy men of God and Miniſters of Chriſt, then countenance, or diſcountenance as ye ſhal ſee cauſe.
And till then in the fear of the Lord God I warn you all, from him that ſits upon the throne, to the meaneſt officer of peace or war, Souldier or Subject whatſoever, ſpeak not evil of Dignities and Powers, and things ye know not, but at leaſt ſtand ſtill and behold the ſalvation of our God, and lend not your power to the ſlaying of the innocent Lambs of Chriſt; for verily if the Rock fall upon ye, or ye upon it, it will grinde ye all to duſt.
Therefore my dear friends, do not preſume to ſin all the dayes of your appointed time, and clap hands with the oppreſſor, and uphold a bad generation to do wrong to the innocent, but be ye holy, and do equally, be ye perfect as the heavenly Father is perfect, and as he is, ſo be ye in this [Page] (very) evil World, that when ye come to die, ye may have no­thing elſe to do but to die, and enter into the reſt. Where­fore be wiſe in heart, for the Lord requireth truth in the in­ward parts, and that ye do unto all men as ye would be done unto.
Nicodemus ſaith unto them; Doth our law judge any man before it hear him and knoweth what he doth? Jo 7. 50, 51. And I would have ye to exceed Nicodemus or at leaſt be as noble as he was, who came to Jeſus, but by night; the Officers anſwered, never man ſpake like this man; Then anſwered them, the Phariſees, Are ye alſo decei­ved? have any of the Rulers, or of the Phariſees believed on him? but this people who know not the Law are accurſed, John 7. 46 47 48 49 Shouldſt thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord? Therefore wrath is upon thee from before the Lord; and Jehoſaphat went out again thorow the people, from Beer-ſheba to Mount-Ephraim, and brought them back unto the Lord God of their fathers; And he ſet Judges in the Land thorowout, and ſaid to the Judges, take heed what ye d [...]; for ye Judge not for man, but for the Lord; Wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be upon ye, take heed, and do it, for there is no iniqui­ty with the Lord our God, nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts. And he charged them, ſaying, Thus ſhall ye do in the fear of the Lord faithfully, and with a perfect heart, 2 Chron. 19. 2 4. 5 6, 7 9. And the Lord will ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalfe of them, whoſe hearts are perfect towards him.
I ſay Joſhua went through the Land, and ſet Judges in eve­ry City, and brought them back unto the Lord God of their Fathers, he alſo overthrew the high-places, burnt up the groves, deſtroyed idolatry, raced down the Images, and ſtamped to powder the things and places which were polluted, though once commanded of God, and that it is as needfull for ſome to go thorow England and our Cities to place and ſet Judges as at the beginning. I ſhall here lay open, and before the World, ſome few of the Idolatries, and heatheniſh cuſtoms, that are in uſe and practice in one of our Cities namely Oxford, which ye hirelings call one of the famous Univerſities, nur­ceries for Religion, ſprings, fountains, or eyes of the Nation, from whence cometh the blind guides, who leadeth the blind, and blindeth too too many; but I think if the Nation were [Page] blind of that eye, and that ſpring were dryed up, which indeed is but a ſtanding puddle, & that deceit might no more iſſue out of her, happy were it for many pretious ſouls, which are ru­ined by the breath, and ſtinke of her noſtrils, And if ſhe hath not need to be viſited, read ſome few of her ſtatutes, which are as followeth, and then judge her, and her tradeſ-men, and when thou haſt read them, if ſhe be worthy of life, let her have it, if of death, let her die, for there is thouſands of witneſſes a­gainſt her, and her Popiſh off-ſpring, in this the day of the Lord, everlaſting praiſes be given to his Name, who hath made known, and revealed his truth to babes, and the contemptible and deſpiſed ones of the World, and hath hid it from the wiſe and vultrous eye.
In the firſt place ſee what the Independants in King James his reign had againſt the Univerſities and their brood, for which they were called Browniſts in the Book entituled, An Apologie or defence of ſuch true Christians as are commonly, but un­justly, called Brownists, Printed 1604.
§
The third Petition, pag. 58, 59.

The ſeventh Poſition.
That the due maintenance of Miniſters ſhould be of voluntary and free Contribution and not by Popiſh Lordſhip and Livings, or Jewiſh Tithes and offerings; And that therefore the Lands and like Revenues of the Pre­lates and Clergy yet remaining, may be taken away, and converted to better uſe, as thoſe of the Abbies and Nunneries have been heretofore, to the honour of God, and great good of the Realm.
Whereunto are ſubjoined the proofs of the Scripture, and ſeveral Arguments deduced from Scripture, to prove the unlawfulneſs of them.

The twelfth Poſition, pag. 75, 76.
That all Monuments of Idolatry in garments, or any other things invented or dedicated heretofore by the Heathens or Anti-Christians, to their falſe worſhip, ought to be raced and aboliſhed, and not ſuffered to remain, to nouriſh ſuperſtition, much leſs imployed to the Worſhip of God.
[Page]
Whereunto are added proofs of Scripture to enforce it.

The thirteenth Poſition, pag. 77.
That Popiſh degrees in Divinity, and the ſtudying of prophane, Hea­then writers, with other lik [...] corruptions ſhould be removed.
With proofs of Scripture, and ſeveral reaſons to confirm the ſame.
And if any now ſay what are Idolatrous, Popiſh ceremonies and degrees to us of England? I anſwer, There are the ſame now in uſe, which were of old. For inſtance in Oxford, all the formalities and habits which were formerly counted ſuper­ſtitious by all the then called Puritans, are now again, not on­ly in faſhion and credit amongſt them of the Univerſity, but alſo accounted neceſſary; ſo that if any Schollar of the Uni­verſity, for Conſcience ſake cannot wear them, he muſt looſe his vote and priviledge, and not take any degree.
Tis true, that while the Army continued in Action, it was thought neceſſary to lay them aſide (at leaſt for a time) for fear of ſcandal, and provoking tender conſcienees, but ſince the Army have forgot to look after them, they are a licking up their old vomit, and all the veſtments and formalities ap­pointed them by their father the Pope in uſe and credit, de­fended in their ſpeeches at the Act, and thoſe men counted factious who witneſs againſt them, though of their own fra­ternity.
And if any one will compare the Oxford ſtatutes with the diſcription of theirs in other Anti-chriſtian Popiſh Univerſi­ties beyond Seas, he may ſee that there are not onely the ſame ſuperſtitious ceremonies, and Idolatrous habits, but far more in number and greater in pomp then there are in the very greateſt Seats of Antichriſt beyond Sea.
And for their ſakes who cannot come to ſee them, or it may be never heard of them, I have ſubjoined a little Catalogue of them (which are yet in practice) to omit the more notorious (which are not obſerved ſince the Wars) to ſatisfie the World what Reformation we are to expect from ſuch men.



A faithful and ſhort Relation of ſome few of the Sta­tutes,Stat. A [...]ad. Oxon. yet in force, and other cuſtoms and affairs of the Ʋniverſity of Oxford, the Colledges and Governours of them.
[Page]
THE form of creating Sophiſters is thus, A MaſterTit. 6. ſect. 1 par. 4. makes a ſpeech in a high desk, in the praiſe of Ariſtotles * Logick, and then after comesSee the Judgement of Melan [...]htho [...], in his Apology for Luther, in his 2 Tom. pag▪ 193. What is that to us what Ariſtotle an unholy man ſaid, but this belongs to Chriſtians, to learn firſt how not to ſin; but now as of old, Chriſts Doctrine is vitiated with humane diſputations, which is mixed with their Philoſophy; but he that is born again, knoweth that which they called Theology to be pro­phane. 2. Alſo read Hieron. firſt book, contra Pelag. What is Ariſtotle to Paul, or Plato to Peter, and in his Epiſtle 22 ad. Eſtoch. p. 62. What commu­nion hath ligh [...] with darkneſs, or con­ſent gives Chriſt to Belial, the Pſalms with Horas, or the Evangeliſts with Maro, or the Apoſtles with Cicero; we muſt not drink of the Cup of Chriſt and the cup of Devils; and he that learns theſe things, and ſayes, he is a Chriſtian, the Spirit of God, the true Judge ſayes, he lies, thou mayeſt be a Ciceronian, but no Chri­ſtian. See Tertullian in his book, to pre­ſerve from Herſiees, Chapt. 7. fore­warnes them, that all Hereſies take their riſe from Philoſophy, out of which ariſeth all fables, genealo­gies, unfruitful and endleſs queſtions, and ſerpentine words that eat as a can­ker; from which ſaith he, the Apoſtle Paul naming Philoſophy, that ingen­ders ſtrife, they muſt needs ſhun; but tells them that they are to preach the Lord in ſimplicity of their hearts, who is to be ſ [...]ught after in ſimplici­ty, and not in curioſity by Stoick and Platoniq [...]e Dialects; theſe things be­ing ſhort of Chriſt, and ſhut out of the Goſpel. 4 And Libinus laments in his book, Tom. 2. pag. 51. The great contempt that was come upon the Greek tongue by reaſon of the Chriſtians; and ſayes, that he is afraid that all learning, not only Rhetorick, but alſo the Gr. tongue ſhould be ſuppreſſed by a Law. And did not the Chri­ſtians burn their books of curious Learning and Arts, to the value of fifty thouſand pieces of ſilver? ſo mightily grew the Word of God Mark, the Word of God grew, when the books of Arts were burnt, and prevailed, ſee Acts chap. 19. v, 19, 20. 5. Machiv. in Lev. diſput. de Repub. lib. 2. cap. 5. So far I commend the diligency of the firſt Chriſtians, the Inſtitutors and Moderators in their Religion, in that they did extirpate all Ethnicks, ſuperſtitions, with all Poets and Hiſtories, all Idols, and ſuppreſſing all that might bring thoſe doleful ſuperſtitions again to their memory. 6. And Celſus objected it to Orig. in his third book, Adverſus Celſum; That the Chriſtian Teachers, ſuch as propagated the Goſpel, were Weavers (or Combers of wool) Fullers, and illiterate, and exceeding ruſtick. down one or two ſtairs, and gives him that is created the book of Ariſtotles logick into his hand, then a plain hood, wch he puts about his neck, and without this ceremony none may take his next Degree.
After Diſputations are en­dedTit. 6. ſect. 2 par. 6 on Aſh-wedneſday in eve­ry School, the Senior of each company of determining Bat­chelours, in the name of the reſt ſtanding about him, muſt kneel down on his knees be­fore all the company in every School, and give thanks to the Dean, him that preſented him, and all the Senior Bat­chelors, in theſe words:
I give thanks to the Chan­cellor and Proctors of this famous Univerſity, and to the Maſter that diſputed, and the Batchellour that anſwered, by whoſe means I have underta­ken this worke, and intend, (God willing) to perfect it this Lent.
This Ceremony is ſo farre [Page] from being neglected, that they rather take a pride to do it every year.
The Inceptors in Divinity,Tit. 7. ſect. 1. par. 2. Phyſick and Law, muſt at the Act ſolemnly begge of each of their Profeſſors their fatherly bleſſing, and each Profeſſor must give his fatherly bleſſing to the Inceptors of each Fa­culty; but the Prefeſſor of Divinity muſt bleſs all of each Faculty. Oh unbleſt, flat, dark, black Popery.
The formalities of deter­mining Batchellours are, A ſquare cap, a black ſtuff hood, tipt or edg'd with cats-skin, and over that a hood of lamb­skin, But are in the nature of that that will kill a Lamb.
The habits of Maſters at the Act are, a four-corner-cap, a large taffata hood of any light colour to caſt over their ſhoul­ders, Goloſhoes in ſtead of ſlippers; by which ſlippers or goloſhoes is ſignified that they are to ſtay at home and ſtudy longer, and that they are not yet fit to go into the Country to preach.
Doctors of Divinity wear a ſcarlet gown, a black ſaten hoodpar. 5 [...] over that, a ſquare cap, bootsBut in all theſe abominations they are out, yea quite out from all that is called God, and for all their preten­ded preparations, they'l not ſtir from their monaſtry or preſent quarter, ex­cept for a great perſonage, or a better quarterly gain. pulld up, with ſpurs, by which is ſignified, as themſelves con­feſſe, that they are then fit to go out into the Miniſtery; but [Page] rather this Popiſh Ceremony is deduced from Chriſts ſaying, Be ye ſhod with the preparation of the Goſpel As that of a Lambs­skin hood, to intimate The Prophets and Apostles who wandered a­bout in ſheeps skins, and goats skins.
When any man is made a Batchellour of Divinity, it is doneTit. 9. ſect. 3. par. 4. ſect. 4. par. 18. with theſe words, I admit you to read any of Saint Pauls Epistles &c
After the Act there is a diſpenſation propoſed that the Do­ctors may have leave to put off their boots, and the Maſters their ſlippers, till which time they may not do it by the Sta­tutes; and at other times it may be are drunk and cannot do it.
When any Maſter is to take his degree, he is bound a dayſect. 5: par. 1. before (rain or ſhine) to go bare headed from the Schools to the Vice-chancellor, from him to the Senior Proctor, from thence to the Junior Proctor, however ſo far diſtant by reaſon of their ſeveral Colledges, with a Beadle and a Maſter going before him in their formalities; and the Maſter muſt ſpeak for him to the aforeſaid Chancellor and Profeſſors in theſe words Supplicamus Dominationi veſtrae, &c. That is, Wee ſupplicate or beg your Lordſhips, or at leaſt your Worſhips, to be pleaſed to be at congregation on the morrow.
If a Doctor takes his degree, he is likewiſe to go bare headed after his Profeſſor to both the Proctors, and the Proctors ac­companying him to the Vice-chancellor, muſt ſpeak for him in theſe words, Supplicamus Re­verentiis vestris, &c. That is, We Holy and Reverend is the Name of him that made heaven and earth, and onely him, who abhors your blaſphemy. do ſupplicate, or humbly beg your Reverence to be preſent at congre­gation on the morrow And then the Vice-chancellor muſt anſwer, Interer [...], That is, I will be preſent.
The Maſters and Doctors are bound to wear their formali­ties as long as they ſtay in the Univerſity.
A Doctor of Sacred and holy Theologie, as they call it, forſect. 6. par. 2. his degree is to preach a Latine Sermon, diſpute in the Divi­nity School, and to read ſix Lectures, expound any part of the Scripture, or any of the Apoſtolical Epiſtles.
Tis ordered that all Doctors, heads of Colledges, Fellows, Studients, Schollars, and all that are initiated into Orders,Tit. 14 par. 1. do wear black or ſad coloured cloaths, as it becomes thoſe of the Clergy to do.Their outſide is a true figure of their inſide.
[Page]
That no Schollar go to a Conventicle under pain of expul­ſion. (Mark that.)
That none ſwear (but when he is lawfully required to it) un­der the pain of paying four pence; So that there they may ſwear cheaper then any where elſe in England.
When any one goes out Doctor of Divinity, he hath the Bi­ble given to him, and a Ring of gold put on his finger, and af­ter that the Profeſſor muſt give him * a kiſſe before the wholeThe kiſs is in imitation of the Patri­archs, who fell upon one anothers necks and kiſſed, and Pauls ſaying (to the Church of Corinth) Greet ye one a­nother with a Holy kiſs; (mark) it was to be a Holy kiſs. The ſquare cap which is worn by this Popiſh brood, ſignifieth the helmet of Salvation, which they wear againſt the enemies of Chriſt. The Ring which the Doctors give in the Univerſity, ſignifies with what in­violable infidelity they kept the Spirit of Chriſt. The Gloves ſignifie, that they are to keep their hands undefiled from all worldly matters; but it is moſt evident, that they are the wordlings of this world; and for cruel hearts, and bloody hands, who may be compared with them? Oh mankind! conſider them, and be not deceived by them; for verily they are not of God. Much of their orders, and now practiſed fopperies are related by Hoſpinian in his Book, concerning Monks, and other Popiſh orders, page 270. Univerſity.
The Senior Maſter of the Act who repreſents the reſt, does receive a book of Ariſtotle and a kiſſe from the Proctor, asClemens Roman, in his 1 Book, cap. 6. Its ſaid, Abſtain from all books of the Gentilts; what haſt thou to do with other mens ſayings, and Lawes, or falſe Prophets? which truly, turns weak men from the true faith; and in the councel of carthage, a Cannon ſaid, that a Chriſtian ſhall not read a Hea­then or Gentiles Book. Gratian ſaith, the Prieſts of God, we ſee have omitted the Evangeliſts, and Prophets reading comedies, and love, or luſt books, and have turned them into ſinging verſes. Gregory Magnus, prohibited all prelacy in general from reading heathen Authors. Gaud. de mor. Sec: Juſt. part 2. c. 26. page 90. True Chriſtians we never read they learnt Philoſophy in Schools, but rather turned all from it. Scip. Amirat. Diſſertat Pollit. Lib. 3. p. 92. After Conſtantine, &c. had ta­ken off the perſecution from the Chriſtians, he left it ſimply to every mans choice, what form of Religion he would be gathered in, the ſame Euſebius teache [...] in his  [...] book, cap. 59. that none may be burthened: Tertul. ad Sca­  [...]ulam, ſaith, the law of man hath power onely upon the natural part, but every man is to fear that which himſelf knoweth: and not another mans Religion, neither is it Religion to think on Religion, to take up the form, and not the life, as alſo ſaith Lactant. Oper. Lib. 5. de juſt. pag. 353. Oh! What an honeſt mind theſe ſufferers had, and felt, even that nothing humane was to be weigh­ed, or valued with their religion, and they chuſed in it rather to die, then to kill others to defend it; ſee likewiſe Themiſtius his 12 oration made to Jo­vinian the Emperour, all which oration, was in commending him and exhort­ing him to continue to give tolleration in religion. Alſo ſee Julian the Emperour, as bad as he is made, what he did for the Chriſtians, very juſtly (ſaid he) I have ſtatured in favour of all the Gallileans, that none bring a matter againſt them, neither draw them into the Temple, nor from any other thing; but let them have their own liberty, and they that wrong them, or contems this law let him die, for I would have none forced, or drawn beyond their own Rock: Therefore again, I often admoniſh that none do in­jury to the Gallileans; but ſuffer them to uſe their own Religion in the truth ac­cording to their own mind, rather uſing them with mercy, then with hatred for they are worthy who have ſo exceedingly endured calamity with patience. pledges of his being admitted Maſter.
[Page]
The Doctors of Phyſick and Law do receive a Ring, a kiſſe and a Book of Justinian or Galen.
Beſides, when any Maſter or Doctor takes his degree, he muſt firſt kneel down to the Vice-chancellor, then afterwards, riſe, and kiſſe him, and he muſt kiſſe both the Proctors, and the Dean who preſented him, and this is done before the whole Univerſity in the Congregation.
When any one gives teſtimony that ſuch a man is worthy of a degree, (without which none can proceed) he muſt kneele down before the Vice-chancellor, and Proctors and ſpeak, Batchellours for Batchellours, Maſters for Maſters, Doctors for Doctors, all kneel on a cuſhion, in their formalities before the Vice-chancellor.
The three Eſquire Beadles at the Act, and upon any ſo­lemn occaſion, beſides their round velvet caps and guilded ſtaffs, have each of them a chain of gold about their necks, which reaches four double below their middles.
The other three Yeomen Beadles go more plain, with Pru­nello, or Calimancho, round caps and ſilver ſtaves.
When any preaches at the place called (Saint Maries Church) one of the eſquire Bedles who is called the Divinity Bedle)Was there any of this foppery when Chriſt or his Apoſtles went into the Temple or Synagogue? and I am ſure he that is a Chriſtian is like Chriſt, and he that is at this day his Miniſter, is found in their ſteps, out of all theſe inventions, immitations, ſorceries and witchcrafts: Take with ye nei­ther ſtaff, nor ſcrip, nor money, and go and teach all Nations, and when they come back, lacked they any thing? and lo he is with his Miniſters, to the end of the World, and doth not change, but is the ſame yeſterday as to day and for ever. with his gilded ſtaff, is to fetch him that preaches from [Page] his chamber, and wait on him to the pulpit, and ſo back a­gain.
Tueſdayes and Thurſdayes in Lent (by reaſon they diſpute then, onely tell eleven) are called gracious dayes.
In ſome Colledges the Beadle-clerk do [...]h read (by vertue of his office) a piece of a chapter in one of the Goſpels to the Do­ctors or Rector when he or they begin dinner, and when the Senior Doctor will have him leave off, he ſayes to the boy, Tu autem, and the boy muſt anſwer, Domine miſerere noſtrum, that is, Thou Lord have pitty on us: This laſt was practiſed very lately in the Univerſity, but whether they are ſhamed out of it, I cannot certainly affirm.
But at this day in Queens Colledge the Junior Schollers, (whom they call Tabitors) re­peat a piece of Aristotles LogickIs this Popery yea or nay? and do ye think that there is ſo much done to the Pope himſelf? and do not theſe wretches at this day ſet them­ſelves in Gods room, and are worſhip­ed as Gods, but indeed, they are nought but belly-gods; and if theſe Poperies and whoredoms do not ſtink and are rotten ripe for deſtruction, let the ſimple-hearted of the whole Nation judge. without book, kneeling upon their bare knees to the Fel­lowes at dinner, holding their hands a-croſs, which ſignifies in the name of the holy croſſe to defend them from all dan­ger. Where is the Jeſuite and Popery theſe brawlers talke of? is he amongſt the Qua­kers (ſo called) or amongſt the Colledges, and Prieſts in Oxford?
In ſome Colledges after dinner they drink one to another, or one table to another, bowing and putting off their Hats, and doing their honours to each other, as they call it, and this they call a grace cup, or cup of charity, and ſay it was firſt inſtitu­ted, and is a good cuſtome, to maintain charity amongſt them.
This drink is allowed to each, meal gratis.
[Page]
After Diſputations are ended on Aſh-wedneſday, the deter­mining Batchelours make aBut the ſupper of the Lord, and the bread which came down from Heaven, they know not; but except ye eat his fleſh, and drink his blood, ye have no part in him; and he that eateth his fleſh, and drinketh his blood, ſhall hunger no more. Feaſt in every Colledge at night, which they call Ariſto­tles ſupper.
In ſome Colledges in Oxford, as New-Colledge, All-Souls Colledge, &c. the Schollars and Junior fellows muſt go bare­headed in the Court or Quadrangle, and that if no body be there or in fight, and though it rain never ſo much, under pain of not being fellow, and yet it may be this fellow will bable to others, & tell them that the Hat is an indifferent thing, and may be put off or kept on, and is but a civility, but him­ſelf is ſo uncivil, that he puts it off to ſtocks and ſtones, and in obedience to a Popiſh Law.
At the place called Chriſts-Church Colledge, the Schollars and Batchelours are not ſuffered to go out at the great Gate, or come in that way, in Honour and Reverence to the Dean and Canons Lodgings, though their Coaches * and HorſesQuaery, Whether Coaches were not one of the greateſt crimes againſt the late Prelacy, and did not the man called Dean Owen, mouth and roar againſt them and it? 2. Quaery, Is not the man called Dean Owen far more fantaſtick and ri­diculous in his habit, then any of the the old Prelates were? provided, he have on his ranting Band-ſtrings, his vel­vet Gippo with ſilver or gold Buttons, his treble Cuffs, his Gloves with gold fringe and imbroidery, his Breeches with two or three ſetts of poynts, one above the other, inſomuch that they make him ſtraddle, and throw his legs like a Ranter, his great lawn boot-tops; I ſay, cloath him with this Harneſs, or with that which ſome in Oxford calls his thankſgiving ſute, and ſet him on a Stage, and let his name be obſcured; let ſober men judge, whether he be moſt like a Mountebank, a Stage-player, or a Prieſt; but to make him more uggly, let him bring in his hand his fannatique Pamphlet, which he hath lately put forth againſt the people of God, called Quakers; in which ſcornful railing piece he calls them fannatique, and being it is in the Roman tongue, it may be the Pope hath given him an allowance for it. Quaery, Whether he did not write his Pamphlet in Latine on purpoſe to ſtrengthen the Pope, and the reſt of his fraternity beyond the Seas, he being by his name of Dean, the onely El [...]e and Popeling left in this Nation; and knowing if any maner of truth take place, ſo as to go thorow with Reforma­tion▪ Deans muſt down in the particular as well as in the general, and although he ſnort, ſwagger and ſnuff, and would be as big as Cardinal Woolſey, his late Predeceſſor (who built the Maſs-houſe of which this man is Dean of) I ſay, quaery that in his heart. However, honeſt men bring him upon the Stage for his Deanery in the firſt place, and let his fantaſtique habit ſerve afterwards for a player if he will not work, though at the preſent he have the Popes al­lowance and is more then full of ſcorn and diriſion againſt the innocent; but the ha [...]d of the Lord is againſt him, and the hurter of Iſrael ſhall not want his reward. Quaery, If that Dean Owen, and the reſt of the fatlings with and about him, be not idle droans; Why do not he and they go among the Infidels, and there preach the Goſpel (if that which they preach be Goſpel?) I am ſure, it is not ſelfiſh, chargeable, nor tyed to a place; and ſaith the Apoſtle, ſo have I ſtrived to preach the Goſpel, where Chriſt hath not been named; but this man is ſo far from ſtirring out of his Popiſh den, that he hath done what in him lyeth, to hinder thoſe that freely receive and freely declare the Word of the Lord, and the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, where he is not known, or at leaſt forgotten, ſince and in the dark night of Apoſtacy, when Danes and all the Popiſh Prieſts who preach for hire, were ſet up. Oh! let their names be caſt out as evil-doers, even ſo be it, Lord God moſt Holy, Juſt and True. paſs through it, and it is a common high way through it at this day for the Town; and this is alwayes put in execu­tion.
[Page]
The Doctors beſides the diſtinction of facing of their Gowns with velvet, do conſtantly every firſt day and more (eſpecially when they preach) wear many yards of black ſilk ſcarcenet about their necks, over their Gowns, which beſides the great breadth of it, reaches down to the very ground, on both ſides.
And ſome of them preach with great treble Cuffs, French Band-ſtrings of 6 or 7 s. a pair, half Shirts ruffled out, velvet Gippoes plain, or with ſilver Buttons, great ſets of poynts round their knees, diamond Rings, Gloves with rich gold fringe, and embroidery, Canonical Coats; and much more ſuch trumpery, which I believe, few that lives in Oxford can be ignorant of.
As alſo, their wifes gorgious apparel, the whole City takes notice of to be very exceſſive.
Concerning their Preaching, and paying their first fruits, &c.
[Page]
WHen any Parſonage falls to the gift of the Univerſity, it is conferred on him who hath or can get moſt votes amongſt the Maſters; but if the Parſonage be not good, there is none of them will ſtand for it.
When any benefice falls to any private Colledge in the U­niverſity, it is proffered by the Rector or his Deputy, at the meeting of the Fellows, or elſe at dinner or ſupper, to the Fellows according to their ſeniority, and they preſently ask what it is worth a year; which if it be two hundred pound or thereabouts per annum, the Senior moſt commonly accepts of it. If but four ſcore pound a year, or very far off from his Friends, or in a factious place, as they call it, amongſt Anabap­tiſts, Quakers, Army, Independants, or the like; then they accept not of it, but ſay, ſend it down; and ſo when none of the fatlings in the Colledge accepts of it, ſome ſerviture or other, whoſe friends or allowance cannot maintain him longer in the Univerſity, is neceſſitated to accept of it; and hence it is a common Obſervation, that they that have good Friends or good fellowſhips, ſeldome go out into the Coun­trey, unleſs he get a very fat benefice.
They who intend to get a perſonage, learn to write ſhort hand, to furniſh themſelves with Sermons, go to hear all that preach, buy good ſtore of practical Divines, conform them­ſelves in their habit, ſit in a place in the Maſs-houſe, where they are ſure to be ſeen by the great ones, which by way of jear, ſome amongſt them call, being of the Viſable Church; and all this they do to get the Doctors hands to their certifi­cate, without which they cannot paſs the Commiſſioners; but I never read of any but the Pope, and his off-ſpring here in England, that did ſo much as pretend to know God, that uſed any of theſe practiſes, to make their Miniſters; but theſe are of man and by man, and not of the Lord Jeſus, and they (in­fallibly) run when he never ſends them, and as themſelves are, ſo are their converts, for at the beſt, they can but beget their own image, which may plainly be ſeen to be the very quinten­ſence of the myſtery of iniquity.
[Page]
They who deſire rather to be chaplains to great perſons, and Ladies, learn to dance and ſing, and do their honours hamſom­ly, ſtudy polite and humane learning, the better to pleaſe their Maſters with fine words and elegant expreſſions, and theſe things they preſume will make them acceptable, and theſe are not called (by them) plain Prieſts, but Gentlemen of Divi­nity.
At the Act and Commencement, moſt of the book-ſellers in town writes upon a great piece of boord, a catologue of theIn London the Prieſts works are ſtuck upon the poſts and piſſing places, the Reverend, D. W. works. And next to it, ſticks a paper intimating where is a ſtage play, interlude or opera; under it the works of Mr. ſuch a ones, direction for prayer or preach­ing, with ſuch ribaldry, &c. and on the ſide hand of that ſticks, the pa­per of a wide-mouth'd Montebanck, who ſaies hee'l cure all the World of all diſeaſes, but he deceives, and kills more then he cures, as doth the Prieſt who murthers for his belly. names and titles, of all ſuch Sermons, preached at Fune­rals, on thanksgiving dayes, faſt dayes, and the like occaſi­ons, alſo all tracts, treatiſes, meditations, controverſies, tranſlations out of other Au­thors, alſo all Catechiſms, and the like which have been late­ly publiſhed, imprinted, or reprinted, which the Coun­try Prieſts buy off, and carry home, ſo that thereby they may be prepared, and ready to preach almoſt upon any ſubject or occaſion in a ſhort times warning, three or four years after.
Nay, are not there ſome Countrey Prieſts who allow ſtipends to their Friends in the City, who write ſhort hand; to take ſuch mens Sermons who are counted beſt preachers, and eve­ry week to ſend them down by the poſt or Carrier into the Country againſt the next firſt day; Let every Prieſt exa­amine his conſcience; for this hath been practiſed in ſome places.
It was uſed not long ſince in the Maſs-houſe which is called Saint Maries; for him that preached to ſay in his prayer, good Lord bleſſe the right honourable the Chancellour, the reve­red, the Vice-chancellors, all the Doctors, both the proctors, &c. and this was done to the Vice-chancellors face, for he is not to be abſent, but this prophane cuſtome the Inde­pendents did nibble at about a year or two ſince, by which ſome of the moſt Popiſh did begin to imitate, but whether [Page] it be left, or at this day practiſed, I cannot Juſtly tell.
At the Act on the day calledHen. 8 as ſoon as he had renounced the Pope, took to himſelf the Prieſts firſt fruits, which before were payable as an offering to the Pope: From Whence all the Kings, Queens and chief Magiſtrates have, and do at this day aſſume the ſame. And the office where theſe firſt­fruits are received, and by the Prieſt at this day paid, or offered, is kept in a houſe belonging to the Palace in Weſt­minſter, called by the name of Hell; I ſay in Hell the hirelings offer their firſt popiſh fruits: But from the eternal Hell there is no redemption: There­fore beware offerer and receiver, for that offering was, and is Popiſh and Helliſh. Saturnday, a prophane fellow, (whom they call a Terrae filius) makes a prophane Atheiſtique, obcoene filthy ſpeech, in the Maſs-houſe, where the next day the Drs. preach, and the day after again another Terrae filius comes up and does like his predeceſſor, and this is the fruit of them called Miniſters.
And although this curſed practiſe is conſtantly perfor­med with, as much filthineſſe as it is poſſible any one thing can be of that nature, yet the Univerſity will not conſent to lay it away; ſo that the next year the ſame abominations are like to be committed.
Whereas reading of Homilies (which were the Sermons of the Fathers tranſlated into Engliſh) was cried out againſt in King James, and Charles's reign by the then called Puritanes.
Now they write the ſame out in paper (which is cut accor­ding to the bigneſſe of their Bible, and put into the midſt of their book) and this they read to the people, and is called the Miniſters notes or expounding.
All the Colledges in Oxford, except two or three at moſt, keep up their painted windows and* Martial. Briſtol. Brevia [...]orbi. in his Apologetical Hiſtory, Bertius and o­thers, have ſeemed to juſtifie the Ro­miſh Church, by ſaying that it was an evident ſign that the rulers of England did in their conſciences like the Ro­miſh Religion, becauſe they liked and maintained their pictures and cere­monies. wainſcot, with the pictures of the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apo­ſtles and Martyrs; ſo that it is ſaid by Travellers, they are not inferiour to them in the Jeſuites Chapel in Antwerp.
And although in ſome colledges, a piece of a window was taken down; yet in moſt Colledges they are not touched, un­der pretence it would be very chargeable to put up new glaſſe, and that now, none did reverence them, &c. Beſides, I do [...] be­lieve [Page] thay cannot ſpace ſo much of their pride, and out of their bellies.
But the Idolatrous Jews might have ſaid far more for their calf which was made of gold, that it was of exceeding great vallue, and we are loath to burn it, or have it burnt, and looſe the good gold, though it offended the Holy God; or might they no [...] have ſaid, their groves were pleaſant ſhades in ſo hot a Country as their's, or might ſerve to build houſes, or at leaſt for fuel in the Winter? but ſince once abuſed, the Lord commanded that they ſhould be burnt, (Mark) ſince they had been once abuſed, and Idolatry had been there committed, and they were ſet apart, and dedicated for a wrong end, they muſt be thrown down and burnt; and if the Scripture be your rule; by what rule ſtands your Maſs-houſes, which were e­rected, conſecrated, and dedicated by the Pope, where ſa­crifices to Divels hath been offered, and the Name of the pure and Holy God been blaſphemed, and thouſands of poor ſouls have been deceived? But the Lord raiſed up himſelf, a Jo­ſuah, in our day, here; as heretofore, to have executed his com­mands upon the Idolatrous high places in England which were built for Idolatry, and they, and their Images, and Prie [...]ts ſhould have been thrown down.
For the neglect whereof the Lord is angry, and our Joſhuah hath been unfaithful, or at leaſt too too long defered it; for down they muſt, and if they were as high as the mount beſides Samaria, they ſhall become a heap, or if they were as deep as Iacths well, becauſe their water ſtinks, and is not bought with­out money and without prize, but is a ſtanding puddle, there­fore they ſhall be dried up; or if they were as ancient as Ieruſa­lem it ſelf, where the Lord of life was crucified by a curſed Law, (as bad as that which upholds the Prieſt and his Maſs-houſe) I ſay if they were as high as the mount, or as deep as the Wel, or as ancient as Ieruſalem; or as tall as Babilon the tower of con­fuſion; yet they ſhall become an utter Chaos, and a confuſ­ed heap, and the confuſion which is preached in them is their figure; and although there were in them a braſen Serpent of Moſes own making; having been once polluted, it muſt be bro­ken in pieces, and he that ſtands for them cannot ſtand, and he that ſtamps them not to duſt, ſhall be broken to pieces. [Page] Come up Prieſt with all thy traſh, parts,Read theſe Scriptures. Micah 1. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, Deut. 12. 2. 3. 2 Kings 18. 4. and 23. 6. Lev. 18. 3, 4. 25. 27. Exod. 23, 24. Deut. 12. 4. 2 Corin. 5. 17. Rev. 18. 4. Gen. 35 4. Num 33. 52. Deut. 12. 2, 3, 4. Iſa. 27. 9. Zeph. 1. 4. Rev. 2. 14. Deut. 7. 25. 26. 9. 21. Zech. 13. 2. Hoſ. 2. 16. 17. Iſa. 1. 29. and 2. 20, 21, 22. Jug. 2. 13, 14. Iſa. 30. 22. 23 and parcels, thy Jewiſh Tythes and Po­piſh veſtments, bring all the Orders the Pope hath left thee, fetch with thee thy cannonical weeds, bring all thy ſtuff upon thy back if thou comeſt (which God hates) Bring all thy dark deceit un­der thy black long robe, and put all thy bloody perſecution into the Scale, and yet thou art to light, and by and in the light ſeen to be lighter then vanity it ſelf, ſhew thy Maſſe-houſe inſide and out, with all her chriſtened bells which jangled the Papiſts to her, to hear their Maſs; and now you called Proteſtants, to hear the hireling ſpeak a devination of his own brain, who killeth men for his belly.
Bring all the Popiſh croſſes upon her top, and ſides with all her painted windowes & whited walls (thine own image) leave no part of her fair outſide behind thee; And although ſhe hath been ſalted, bleſſed & conſecrated by thy Anteceſſor, and many a goodly monument is in her, and very many pounds thou gets yearly by her; yet be not grieved to ſee her fall, or made a dung-houſe your their mother Church, Grandum Pauls; the temple of Diana of whom theſe whelps were born, wherein the hireling preaches, trades, & gets vaſt ſummes, by boaſting in the Saints, Prophets, Chriſt, the Apoſtles and holy mens words, which were not given forth to be traded in, in the idolatrous Maſs-houſes, by theſe hired men.
I might alſo ask the Prieſt, why that ſo many of the Scrip­tures are left out of the Bible? or whether the Pope did give him the ſame authority to tythe the Scriptures (and keep them to himſelf) as well as mens eſtates? and whether they are not wilfully omitted, becauſe they make againſt the Hire­ling? or which of the copies we are to believe, ſince there is fifteen of the New-Teſtament? Or what tranſlation we are to give moſt credit to, ſince that of the Genevah differeth from that of King Jame [...]? and Br [...]ughton the great Lingui [...]t, ſayes that the tranſlation of the old Teſtament, is perverted in eight hundred forty eight places? ſo that it's plain we muſt neither [Page] believe Prieſt of England, nor Pope of Rome for the interpreta­tion of Scriptures, but even that which gave it forth, which was before they were, which is the interpretator one of a thou­ſand.
Here followeth a Catalogue of thoſe Scriptures which are mentioned, but not inſerted in the Bible.
	The propheſie of Enoch mentioned, Jude 14.
	The book of Jehu mentioned, 2 Chron. 20. 34.
	The book of the bat­tels of the Lord, mentioned, Numbers 21. 14.
	The book of Na­than the Prophet,
	the book of Iddo,
	The Propheſie of Ahijah mentioned, 2 Chron. 9 29.
	the book of Hoſai conſerning Manaſ­ſes, 2. Chron. 33. 19.
	the book of Shemajah the Prophet menti­ned. 2 Chron. 12. 15.
	the book of Jaſher mentioned, 2 Sam. 1. 18.
	the book of Gad, 1 Chron, 29. 29.
	The firſt Epiſtle to the Co­rinthians mentioned, 1 Cor. 5. 9.
	The firſt Epiſtle to the Epheſi­ans mentioned Epheſ. 3. 3.
	The Epiſtle to the Laodiceans menti­oneded Coloſ. 4. 16.
	The books of Henoch mentioned in the E­piſtle of Thaedeus Origen and Tertullian,
	The Books of Solomons three thouſand Proverbs, and one thouſand ſongs, with his Books of the nature of Trees, Plants, Beaſts, and Fiſhes men­tioned, 1 Kings 4. 32. 33.
	The Epiſtle fathered upon Barnabas;
	the revelation of Peter;
	the Doctrine called the Apoſtles, menti­oned in Euſebius, Lib. 3. cha. 22.

So that I ſay it is very poſſible that what did not make for the Pope, and the advantage of his hirelings, was, and is on pur­poſe left out; for it is like the firſt Cannon that warranted the books of the New Teſtament to us, was made by a coun­cel at Carthage which was ſubſervient to Popery ſeveral hundred years; after the death of Chriſt, many parts of the New Teſta­mant, which are now allowed, being till then in diſpute and denyed, as Euſebius ſayes, namely the revelation of John, the E­piſtle of Jude, the laſt Epiſtle of Peter, the ſecond and third E­piſtles of John the Epiſtle of Iames; See Euſebius. Lib. 3. chap.  [...]2.
So that if the Councel of Carthage did not diſtinguiſh thoſe Scriptures which were written by devine inſpiration, from thoſe which were not, the Prieſts of England may yet go to Car­thage or the Pope, the Prieſts Original, to know the truth, but I [Page] believe that neither councel of Carthage, Pope of Rome, or aſſem­bly of Prieſts in England, with the help of their two Univerſities, (which are their two eyes picked out of the Whores head) can interpret Scripture aright, but for the moſt part are, and have been doers of wrong, and that knowes not the Scriptures nor that which gave them forth.
Therefore Countrey-men conſider theſe men; wiſe men believe them not, for as ſure as the Lord lives, they are a lye; Princes be not deceived by them, leaſt ye periſh in the gain­ſaying with them. Men of War once again, draw out your ſpiritual weapons, and defend your ſelves, and rid your hands of that Popiſh, Jewiſh and Anti-chriſtian power, which in this the Lords day could not ſtand, but by your conſents.
Some of ye had bread in your own houſes, and have ye ſpent all your former eſtates, and quite loſt your poſſeſſion? and will ye ſpend-thrifts go to buy of a Bankrupt Prieſt the fag-ends of Popery, ſuch as preach in Maſs-houſes, and com­paſs the whole earth for their gain, from their quarters? Oh! believe them not, their beſt deeds are Forgery, their aſſure­ances are naught, their words are cancelled; the Law giver hath viewed their filthy ſtatutes, the mighty-Councellor hath broke their bonds aſunder; their beſt ſeals is but a waffer, and what they ſell, is ſtollen from their Neighbour; and their ga­therings are crumbling, and molders, like the very duſt which is their meat, an [...] there they are; and for that they mur­ther.
Friends, I know you ſee the thief; Oh! Conſent not with him; if ye do, ye periſh.
I ſay, there was that among ye, and in ye once, that was for God, & utterly againſt the Popiſh brawling Hireling; & verily that which is for him in this the day of the Lambs perſecution, is abſolutely againſt the true and living God; who covered your heads in the day of battel. When I am ſure it was not unknown to many of ye, that the Tithe-mongers were (as one man) your implacable enemies.
My dear Friends whom, the Lord witneſſeth, I love, and my ſoul truly travelleth for; Conſider what ye were ten years ſince, and what yeare now; feel in your ſelves, and ſpeak with the witneſs of God in your Conſciences, for that's it which I [Page] ſpeak to, and let us be upon a ſearch, in the cool of the day, laying aſide rage, fury and preferment, and ſee who they are, and what they are, that ye are growing to, and who grows to ye, and who grows from ye.
The people of God ye have ſhamefully perſecuted, and thruſt out of your Army, recruiting yourſelves (in my knowledge) in their rooms with very vitious and wicked men; and doth the Hireling tell ye that this is a good way to prevent Hereſies factions and rents in your Army? Repent of theſe dealings, leaſt the Lord forthwith rent ye all to pieces, and there be not one of ye left that hath a hand in theſe wickedneſſes, to pi [...]h againſt the Wall. Therefore my Friends, in time conſider what ye are growing to, and what ye are growing from, thus much I may juſtly tell ye, that vice is not puniſhed, or in the leaſt looked after, as it hath been heretofore; Nor indeed is it like, when as ye put honest men from among ye, for no other cauſe, but for bearing their Teſtimonies againſt vice; for the breach of any manner of Law whatſover, either military or civil, was not ſo much as laid to mine, and many others charges, who were moſt ſhamefully entreated and thruſt out from among ye.
And I may farther tell ye, if ye proceed in theſe cruelties; ye will in a very ſhort time be as unfit to fight the Lords battels, as thoſe were, who fell by your ſword; for from the Lord God I declare it unto ye all, That for the preſent the ſword of the living God is against ye both; and although the Hireling may (I ſay) ſeemingly for [...]ifie ye, and tell ye that perſecution is a good way to preſerve from rents; Yet in dear love to ye all, I declare that if ye do not ſpeedily repent, whilſt the power is in your hands, and once again become little in your own eyes, and repair the cruel breaches that ye have made, and ſuffered to be made upon the innocent; Verily ye ſhall be rent, and with the Hireling fall, and periſh like your own dung▪
How can this Army look the Nation in the face, and put men out from among them for their inoffenſive conſcience, the very thing which drew all men to ye? and have ye like Ma­chevillians ſerved your own turns, and have ye nothing elſe to do, but to revenge your ſelves upon your ſelves, and make a prey upon your brethren? but ſuch doings the Lord hates, and it cannot poſſibly long stand, for oppreſſion is one of the wo [...]ſt [Page] foundations that ever was laid; and if ye had been faithful, the wicked Prieſt had never been ſuffered to have murthered any for his belly, or have deſtroyed any man for not paying Jewiſh or Popiſh Tithes; and the blood of one innocent man is able to ſubvert a Government and overthrow a Nation; but that evil ſhould fall upon one of ye, is far from my heart (although your cruel and unjuſt dealings to meward, and many of us hath given cauſe enough for us to have curſed ye in the bitterneſſe of our ſpirits) Yet the Lord who knows the ſecrets of all mens hearts bears me witneſſe I do not onely freely forgive ye, but have a dear and unexpreſſibly love to e­very ſoul among ye, and as for O. P. the Lord witneſ­eth for me, with what integrity, and ſimplicity of ſoul I loved him above any man upon the face of the whole earth, whileſt he ſerved the Lord, and ſtood in his councel, and to this minute, I have done him no ill. Now therefore be wiſe, O ye Kings, and be inſtructed ye Judges of the earth, ſeek ye the Lord with fear, and rejoyce with trembling, kiſs the Son, leaſt he be angry & ye periſh from the way, when his wrath is kind­led, but a little, bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in him; let not the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thought although the Kings of the earth may ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take councel together againſt the Lord and againſt his annointed, ſaying, let us break their bonds aſſunder, and caſt away their cords from us; but he that ſiteth in Heaven ſhall laugh, and the Lord ſhall have them in deriſion, then ſhall he ſpeak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his ſore diſ­pleaſure.
And friends, the truth is now declared as it was of old, by the ſtammering tongue, and it is the illiterate that have the gift of tongues, and though his viſage be marred, and his ſhape uncomely to the vultrous eye; yet the deaf hear him, the dumb ſing, and the lame leap for joy; and that which was, and hath for a long time been ſlain, is made alive; and the mighty God of the oppreſſed is ariſen in great ſtrength, ſo, as he will ſlay all that live in pleaſure, fulneſs and wanton­neſs; and very many ſhall the ſlain of the Lord be; and thoſe who refuſe to hear the Prophet in all things, ſhall be cut off; [Page] and terrible will our God be to all the workers of iniquity, for aſſuredly the wicked and all thoſe that forget God, ſhall be turned into Hell.
And I looked, and lo a Lamb ſtood on the Mount Sion, and with him  [...]n hundred forty and four thouſand, having his Fathers Name written in their fore-heads, and they ſung as it were a new ſong before the Throne, and be­fore the four beaſts, and the Elders, and no man could learn that ſong, but the hundred and forty four thouſand, Which were Redeemed from the earth.
Theſe are they which were not defiled with women, for they are Virgins: Theſe are they which follow the Lamb, whetherſoever he goeth: Theſe were Redeemed from among men, being the firſt fruits unto God. and to the Lamb.
And in them there was found no guile; for they are without fault before the Throne of God.
And I ſaw another Angel flie in the midſt of Heaven, having the Everla­ſting Goſpel, to preach unto them that dwell on the Earth, and to every Nation, and Kindred, and Tongue, and people, ſaying, with a loud voice, Fear God, and give Glory to Him, for the hour of his Judgment is come, & wor­ſhip Him that made Heaven and Earth, & the Sea, and the Fountains of waters.
And there followed another Angel, ſaying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great City, becauſe ſhe made all Nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her Fornication.
And the third Angel followed them, ſaying, with a loud voice; If any man worſhip the Beaſt and his Image, and receive his mark in his fore-head, or in his hand; The ſame ſhall drink the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation, and he ſha [...]l be tormented with fire and brimſtone, in the preſence of the Holy Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb.
And the ſmoak of their torment aſcendeth up, for ever and ever; and they ſhall have no reſt day nor night, who worſhip the Beaſt and his Image, and whoſoever receiveth the mark of his name.
And I heard the Angel of the waters ſay, Thou art Righteous, O Lord which art, and waſt, and ſhalt be, becauſe thou haſt Judged thus; For they have ſhed the blood of the Saints and Prophets, and thou haſt given them, blood to drink; for they are worthy. And I heard another out of the Altar ſay, Even ſo, Lord God Almighty, true and Righteous are thy Judgements; for they are the ſpirits of Devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the Kings of the earth; and of the whole World; to gather them to the battel of the great day of God Almighty. And I ſaw as it were a Sea of glaſs ming­led with fire, and them that had gotten the Victory over the Beaſt, and over his Image, and over his mark, and over the number of his names, ſtand on the Sea of glaſs, having the harps of God; and they ſung the ſong of Moſes the ſervant of God, and the ſong of the Lamb; ſaying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; Juſt and True are thy wayes, thou King of Saints. Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and give glory to thy Name? For thou only art Holy, for all Nations ſhall come and worſhip before thee; for thy Judgements are made manifeſt. (Even ſo be it, Amen; Come Lord). Rev. 14. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Rev. 16. 5, 6, 7. and 14. Rev 15. 2, 3.
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THE END


A VVORD
To thoſe old Creatures, who are old in ini­quity, and in the fallen ſtate, yet deny fal­ling away; who ſay, once in Chriſt, and ever in Chriſt, when as it may be, they are at the very ſame time in a very great rage, diſputing and pleading for ſin, Term-of-life.
[Page]
I Say to ſuch unprofitable talkers, who are willing, and by their own conſent do contract with Hell and Death, who ſtretch themſelves forth in big ſwelling words, and think themſelves, it may be, much better, becauſe they are crowded into gathered Churches (as they call them) and it may be of a truth can ſay ſomething of an antient, and paſt experience, moving, or appearance of God, to and in them, whereupon their big word and wide-mouthed-boaſt is; when the poor Souls, or rather proud Phariſees, are at the very top of their vaunting to wit) once in Chriſt, and ever in Chriſt; ſuch I many times am moved, ask, Whether they are obeying the Command, doing the Work & Will of Chriſt, at this time, now, and ever? (Mark) Once in Chriſt and ever in Chriſt; and I am ſure, he that for ever abides in Chriſt, muſt now and ever do the Will and Commands of Chriſt, and they are not grievous, nor unholy, neither can that man which is impure, [Page]imperfect or unholy, obſerve, obey or do them in the love and belief of them; and He now and ever Redeems, and ſaves his people from their ſins (note that) for he which ſinneth is of the  [...]evil; Yea, though he be but proud and covetous, and as full of perſecution as too too many profeſſors are, which is of the old creature, and ſuch are not new creatures, nor in Christ Jeſus▪ now and ever; neither are they purified, as he is pure, who is the ſubſtance, the one onely one thing needful, who is the beginning and end of all things, himſelf without beginning or end, who is not afar of, but nigh at hand, and a ready helper un­to all them who fear him; wh [...] is the root o [...]  [...]eſſe, the Promiſe come, the Truth, the Oath and admits not of any ſwearing whatſoever; that's his Command, and it is not grievous for his yoke is eaſie, and his burthen is light, in, and by whom I ſee light who ſayes, Swear not at all; And he doth not reap, where he hath not firſt ſowen; For he doth enlighten every man that cometh into the World, Male and Female, Bond and Free, Scythian and Barbarian; and a meaſure of himſelf is given to every man continually, to profit with all, note, to every man; He was not ſo ſelfiſh as many of ye are, who are in this, and that, and the other form (I do not ſay all) who do ſeclude al [...] that are not with ye in your ſet dayes, bread, wine and Baby Baptiſm, out of the E­verlaſting Kingdom, which was before your fables were But he that is in Chriſt i [...] a new creature; (Mark) he is, he doth not ſay, he was, or he ſhall be, and ſo warm himſelf by his own coals, by onely ſaying, the Righ [...]eouſneſs of Chri [...]t, the Righteouſ­neſs of Chriſt, is ſufficient. But I ſay, he which confeſſeth and forſaketh his ſins ſhall find mercy; (Mark that) and forſaketh his ſins, coming to ſee the exc [...]eding ſinfulneſs of  [...]n and confeſ­ſeth and forſaketh with repentance, never to be repented of; That is it which is ever in Chriſt, and ſhall find mercy▪ and as many as are led by the Spirit of God, are now, and ever, the ſons of God; Such are new Creatures, and onely they; So he who is proud, heady, high minded, covetous, envious, voluptious, ſeditious, a r [...] ­ler, brawler, ſtriker, lyar, perſecutor &c. is not in, but out of Chriſt Jeſus, is no new creature, is not led by the Spirit of God. For that which is in, & of Chriſt Jeſus, is equal & doth not hurt the creature, the handy work of God the Creator; but ſtrikes at the power which captivates the creature, and turns men from darkneſs [Page]to light, and from the power of Sathan to the Power of God; and that weapon which convinceth and coverts men and women in any meaſure to God-ward, is not carnal but Spiritual, but the outward ſword in its place I own, which only is to be laid upon the evil-doer, let it be exactly done; but to touch no man for his Conſcience or principle in Religion, provided it be not bloody, ſo let the bloody hearted Prieſt look into himſelf, who murthers men for his belly; How much better is that then the Romiſh Jeſuit, who kills a Proteſtant for a Heritck; and I am ſure, thoſe who do ſo, are not in Chriſt Jeſus nor new creatures, nor in the Spiri [...]; but of the fleſh of old Cain, and in the condemnation; For the Son came not to de­ſtroy, but to ſave mens lives; And he and his Miniſters ſtruck at, & at this day do ſtrike at the power only, which captivates the creature [to wit] the ſpiritual wickedneſs which lodgeth within; Which the car­nal weapon cannot reach, and they ſtruck onely at the Heriſie, and the errour, and that which lead into the errour and Hereſie, and not at the creature; neither ſtrove they with fleſh and blood, (nor for earthly benefit) Nay, they were full of patience, gentleneſs, long-ſuffering, forbearing, forgiving all and ſuffered all things, Yea, themſelves to be defrauded, and laboured with their own hands, and were burthenſom to no man.
But there is no condemnation to thoſe that are in Chriſt Jeſus (note) that are in him; and who are in him? Thoſe that walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit; for thoſe who walk after the fleſh, cannot pleaſe God, and to be but ſo ſo much as carnally minded, is death, and the death is not in the Life, which Life, is the Light of men.
But ſome there were who did taſte of the power of an end­leſs life, & yet fell away; and ſome there were who were graf­ted into the Vine, and yet became degenerate plants, and the the righteous man may forſake his righteouſneſs; for ſome were waſhed, others cleanſed or emptied, and yet returned like the ſow to the mire, and the dog to the vomit; ſo that it is plain that a man may fall away, as Lucifer did, and to the ſame place; for although they once knew God, and have taſted, indeed of the power of God, & the endleſs Life, yet if they turn that grace of God into wantonneſs, oppreſſion, pride and exceſs, & live above the witneſs of God, which is a forgetting of God, they ſhall with the wicked at laſt be turned into Hell. [Page] Then it will not be a ſaying, Once in Chriſt and ever in Chriſt; but dying in pride, oppreſſion, perſecution and covetouſneſs, which is the root of all evil; I ſay to ſuch, Once in Hell and ever i [...] Hell. Therefore on this ſide, time and the grave, whilſt ye have time prize it, for the time preſent is all that is yours, and the dayes paſt ye cannot recal, and who knows what one day may bring to paſs? Wherefore in the fear of the Lord, lay aſide your empty drowzy, and onely profeſſing his Name, and being in him, whoſe Life ye are out of; And turn into him the Light, the Life, who doth enlighten every man that come­eth into the World, and that Life and no other, is the Light of men; him it is by whom the World was made, before it was made, which is, which was, and is to come, and is already come, who is the Word of God, the Original, and firſt born of e­very creature, the Everlaſting Goſpel, which hath been preach­ed to every creature, who ſhews, reproves & checks in ſecret, for all your evil deeds done openly and ſecretly, and is as ſecret, as your moſt beloved ſecrets. Oh! wait upon him, and believe in him, for he that knows, obeys and abides in the Life, is a cohire, and hath Life, and ſhall live for ever; but if ye know him, and obey him not, he is your condemnation; wherefore let him that knows the Lord, fear him, ſtand in awe and ſin not, And that is, once in Christ, and ever in Christ.
So bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his Lord when he cometh, ſhall find doing his Will, he ſhall make him Ruler over all his goods; but if that evil ſervant ſhall ſay in his heart, My Lord deferreth his coming, and in the mean ſpace be a companion with drunkards; the Lord of that ſervant ſhall come in a day, when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, and ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint him his por­tion with hypocrites, where there is weeping, wailing, and knaſhing of teeth. Therefore, watch continually, and pray without ceaſing, for you know not what hour the Lord, com­eth, and he that is not upon his guard will be taken, and made a perpetual priſoner.
But it may be alledged, and to me it hath been by the higheſt profeſſor that I yet ever met with, either preacher or hea [...]er, hath affirmed it come as his doctrine, and belief, that the be [...]t of men, & Saints do, & will ſin and have their failings whileſt they [Page] are in the body, & the beſt of men, that ever were, had their fail­ings to their dying day; to which I p [...]ſſitively anſwer, that which is in the leaſt faileable cannot be ſanctified for that which ſanctifi­eth is infallible, and it is impoſſible that ſin and fallibility can be joyned to, or with him who is infallible, and hath not uni­on with any manner of ſin, though but a ſinful thought; for all manner of ſin is evil, and cometh of evil, and is of the evil one, who is as faileable as the faileable accurſed doctrine of imperfection, and it, as him; for he is in it, and it in him, and he is the onely Miniſter and Father of it; but every gift of God is perfect; So that imperfection is the Devils gift, but every good and perfect gift, cometh from and is of God (Mark) but imperfections, ſin and failings and all that fails whatſoever, though but an evil thought, com­meth from, and is of the imperfect and faileable Divel who abode not in the infallibility; Wherefore he fails to be ſ [...]ved, but is a Divel al­though he believe, and they are but poor, or rather no Saints that are not cleanſed, purged, waſhed, and ſanctified through­out, ye are cleanſed, ye are waſhed ye are ſanctified throughout; and as he is, ſo are we in this preſent World, and he that fails to witneſs this condition, on this ſide the grave, though he may be covinced of the very truth it ſelf, he may be called, but never choſen.
Friends, it is a high ſtate, yea the very higheſt on this ſide the grave, I do not ſay its impoſſible not to faile, and alone, to live, move, and do all to, and for the praiſe and glory of God, and to live and abide in the infallible and not to fail; but, as the Lords witneſſe I declare it, He who lives and dies in his ſins, imperfections and failings doth fail, and falls ſhort of that Kingdom, where the imperfect or impure cannot enter; for its the pure in heart that ſees God, but the wicked he beholds a far off; and the ſinner cannot ſtand before the righteous God in judgement; wherefore as many as be perfectly minded, work out your ſalvation with fear and trembling, for the night com­eth, wherein no man can work.
And there is another ſort of idle people, who ſay Chriſt hath taken away the guilt of ſin, but not the preſents of ſin, (Oh! ſeared conſcience that hath no guilt for ſin) I do not ſay he hath taken the Devil out of Hell, or J [...] ­das from his own place, neither do I ſay or think the Devil doth at this day ceaſe to ſeek whom he may devour; Nay I [Page] know he is the Prince of the power of the air, and the Kingdom of darkneſs is his; Sodom is his throne, and Egypt, and the dwell­ers there are altogether within his Dominion, Myſtery-Babylon & her Merchants are his own, & all the children of diſobedience, to & all who live in the miſtery of iniquity he is a Law-maker; alſo I ſay he is a roaring Lion, and continually ſeeketh whom he may devour, and the moſt upright that is, or ever was upon the earth, he may tempt, yea, Chriſt himſelf, as the words of the Di­vel recorded in Scripture do teſtifie, but its no ſin to be tempted, but the ſin is to yeeld to, and do the will of the temptor, and commit the ſin; but bleſſed are they who ſtand in the power and fear of the Lord▪ and endure the temptation, Adam was ne­ver accurſed until he had yeelded, taken and eaten; ſo its ſin acted, and the purpoſe of your corrupt hearts to ſin, if not groſe yet little ſins, and at leaſt to have your failings tearm of life, and that's it which hinders the union, keeps ye in the unbelief and ſeparates betwixt ye and your maker, and the wages of ſ [...]n is death, and ſuch as ye ſow, ſuch ſhall ye reap, and if with the hands which are defiled (and not in the pure hope which is perfect) ye plow and ſow corruption; What can ye expect to reap, or be in the harveſt or day of the Lord, when he makes up his jewels, but tares, corruption or reprobate ſilver; and of failings and imperfection, ye can reap no other thing; for ac­cording to your faith ſo will it be unto ye, and failings will fail to be ſaved, or enter into the reſt of him that is unfallible and without fail ſaves all thoſe that come unto him by faith and a good conſcience void of offence towards God and man, (mark) a good conſcience towards God, and void of offence towards man, not striking, ſpilling of blood, or reaping ca [...]nals where they have ſow [...], neither ſpiritual nor carnal.
And although imperfection is the practice, and general preached and received doctrine (of the Church of England ſo called) I utterly deny it; neither do I truſt to be ſaved as they believe; but I believe they will take it ill, if I ſhould ſay, they who believe th [...]y may live and die in ſome failings ſhould not go to Heaven; or if I ſhould ſay, that is the Hypocrites hope, and will fail; But I do ſay, if they ſay its the true hope or living faith which is of God in & by which the Just lives or if that he which lives and intends to die in ſome failings, ſayes the Lord lives with Jere­miah, I ſay, he, or they ſwear falſly.
[Page]
But if we continue faithful, or full of faith in our meaſures to the end, we ſhall be ſaved without fail▪ for he that is in us is greater then he that is in the World, and he that abides in him is pure without failings, and the wicked one cannot touch him though he may attempt it hourly, for a ſtronger then he keeps the houſe, and he cannot enter but by our conſents, otherwiſe the whole creation of mankind would be the Divels; for he is the enemy of mankind and his nature is to devour; but the true light which doth enlighten every man that cometh into the World, and the ligh [...] with which every man is enlightened, comprehends the darkneſſe; but the Divel and darkneſſe cannot comprehend the light; for he that is in us is far greater then he, and is quick and powerful, and divides betwixt the pretious thoughts and the vile, before they come to actions; I ſay if the watch be kept, and the light believed in, which is in ye, & infallibly is the l [...]fe of men and ſhewes man all his ſins and failings, I ſay it will diſcern the thoughts, and daſh the brains of Babylons children againſt the wall; Yea that brain which invents and deviſeth evil, and break the cockatrice egg before it is an egg, and miſchief ſhall not be hatched or prod [...]cted; and the ſame is the ſure word of prophe­ſie, which if ye take heed unto, ye may infallibly do well, though it be as a light ſhining in a dark place, tell the day dawn, and the day ſtar ariſe in your hearts, for which, wait that ye may be delivered from all your ſins and failings, and become the Sons of God.
For as much then as Christ hath ſuffered for us in the fleſh, arm your ſelves likewiſe with the ſame mind, for he that hath ſuffered in the fleſh, hath ceaſed from ſin 1 Pet. 4. 1.
Therefore let the time p [...]st be ſi ficient, for the end of all things is at hand▪ and to be carnally minded is death.
And if any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, and if Chriſt be in ye, the bod [...]  [...]s dead becauſe of ſin.
By a Friend to perfection, and a believer in that un­fallible Jeſus, who ſaves his p [...]ople from their ſins, failings, and imperfections, but a pro­feſſed enemy to that Helliſh doctrine of imperfection.
E. B.

THE END


A VVORD
To ſuch Rulers and Magiſtrates who Whip, cauſe or ſuffer to be whipped the Saints of the moſt High, for Vaga­bonds (among whom there are no Beggers) and ſends them to Priſon for not Swearing, and not taking an Oath, to abjure that which themſelves may be found in, and requires Bonds of the upright in heart, for the good be­haviour, a thing which themſelves are not truly in; for that is no good behaviour, that oppreſſeth the oppreſſed, and doth violence to the afflicted, adds grief to him that is a man of ſorrows, and grindes him to duſt that is by all men already trodden upon, as the very mire in the ſtreets, mocks and derides him that is already the by­word of the Fool, and ſong of the Drunkard; and impri­ſons him who is the Lord's Feee-man, and in the Lord are we made Free, and more then Conquerours over what its poſſible for cruel men to do, or ſuffer to be done un­to Ʋs.
[Page]
[Page]
To ſuch I ſay,
IN ſtead of executing, and making juſt Lawes which ſhould reach that of God in every mans conſcience, and be a hook in the noſe of the evil doer, and break the jawes of the wicked, I ſay, in ſtead of that ye break the hearts of the righ­teous, many of ye, by exerciſing onely your own wills; others by [Page] ſtraining the too many grievous acts, and cruel Edicts lately made, by vertue whereof, together with your inſolency, and tyranical wills, ye ſnatch up the people of God, as they travel up and down about their lawful occaſions, and this is common with ſome of ye to do; when the man is not above ten, fifteen, or twenty miles from his outward home, nor out of the ſame County, wherein he, or they were born; going to, coming from, or being in a meeting with the Lords people.
The inferiour Magiſtrate, who for the moſt part are made drunk with rage, and the zeal-drunk Proſolytes who lie in wait as a Troop of evil-doers in every corner, hales the friend of the Lord before that Magiſtrate and if he be good for no other thing, he'l ſerve to ſwear, and to bear falſe witneſs for the Beaſt, and againſt the innocent; and to cauſe him to be whipped for a Vaga­bond, and committed to a bad priſon among thieves and mur­therers, under whoſe commitment, and cruel uſages ſeveral of the precious Lambs and ſervants of the Lord, have laid down the outward man, and finiſhed their teſtimony with their blood. But let all ſuch Magiſtrates know from the higheſt to the loweſt, that blood will perſue the vagabond; and let all ſuch ſwearers know that the curſe of God is entailed upon the h [...]uſe of the ſwearer, and let all the heathen round about know, that he which whips ſtocks, priſons & tortures the creature for his religion, ſhall never turn any from darkneſs to light; nor from the power of Satan to the power of God, although he may mangle and kill the creature, and wholly mar the workmanſhip of the Creator; But the true weapon which converts, is not a carnal whip, but a ſpiritual ſword which will ſlay the perſecutor, and eats up the ha­bitation of the evil doer, and drives out the tranſgreſſor; who from the beginning was a fugitive, and a Vagabond; who ſlew his righteous brother, as ye do now, becauſe he was righteous, and for the ſame cauſe; and the fleſh alwayes perſecuted the ſpirit, but the ſpiritual man never perſecuted any (mark) that, not any, ſo be certain ye are wrong, and doing of wrong, and the wages of unrighteouſneſs if ye repent not ye ſhall receive.
And it may be, ſome others according to the example of Jeſus our Lord, are moved of him to viſit thoſe who are ſo impriſoned by ye, as is before expreſſed, and to Miniſter to their neceſſities as [Page] need requireth; but your in humanity is ſuch that ye have often­times taken them up as Vaga­bonds But the wholſom Act made by Queen Elizabeth was to whip Vaga­bonds, and ſturdy beggars, mark, and ſturdy beggars, and if the richeſt hea­then in the Nation can make it appear that any one thats called a Quaker, & is ſo owned by us, hath asked a morſel of his bread or a draught of his drink, he ſhall have a hundred fold requital, for a begger we deny, as a thief, for that which begs covets and deſireth that which is none of his own, and that which covets will ſteal; but the Queen who made a good Act, and is ſaid to be one of our beſt Princes, her's ye have moſt wickedly perverted; and wretched Queen Mary who was bloodier then the Boar of York, and made a curſed Act againſt the Pro­teſtants of 3. moneths impriſonment her's ye have made 6. ſo compare your ſelves with the beſt of Princes and the worſt of Tyrants, and ſee who ye are moſt like. and whipped them alſo, of the very ſame cup many of the moſt dear and precious Mini­ſters and meſſengers of the Lord have drank and taſted; be­ing moved of the Law, to paſſe from City to City, and from Country to country to viſit the ſeed of God as the holy men of God did of old; and did not ſit down in a perſonage houſe and ſo became the hireling of a Pariſh (conſtituted and appoint­ed by the Pope Dioniſius was the firſt that cauſed the diviſion of Pariſhes in England, and Auguſtine a Monk▪ the firſt that preached up tythes, to Edel­bert, King of Kent. Pope, againſt whom ye would force others to ſwear) And there Simon Magus-like, pretend to ſell that which can­not be bought for tenths nor fi [...]ts; but let their money and Miniſtry (or rather my­ſtery of iniquity) periſh. I ſay they did not creep into a Maſs-houſe: with four or five jangling bells in it; and there ſing Davids Pſalms in Rhime, and meeter, ſtep from the Pew to the P [...]lpit: and there tell the people a ſtory by the glaſs, and exact the tenth prt of their labours, and eſtates for it; and theſe brawlers are upheld by an Act of Parliament, by which ye called Juſtices, & Judges with the compoſition of your own wils, pretend to Act, and impriſon, ſtock and whip true men as Vaga­bonds, but its becauſe your ſelves are out of the councel, and dwell not in the habitation of God, and are real wanderers, al­though yee may have a houſe called after your own names as Cain had: a City after his ſons; and yet was a Vagabond.
And as for the oath of objuration me thinks ye need not be ſo buſie to adminiſter to others to ſwear againſt the Pope, and all [Page] Popery when your Maſs-houſes ſtinks ſo much of Popery. Your laws your Terms, your Courts, your Univerſities, your Colledges, your Orders, your Chriſtened Bells j [...]ngling to the Maſs-houſe, with the Popes Croſs on the top of her; your Lammas, Michaelmas, Chriſtmas, and Candlemas, your Tythes, your Gleab Land, your par­ſo [...]age-houſes, your Maſs-houſes ſtanding Eaſt and Weſt, your mortuaries, your burial of your dead.
Your manner of mourning forMoondeag from the Idol of the Moon. Tueſcodeag from the Idol Tueſco a goddeſſe. Wooden'ſdeag from the Idol Wood­den one of the Saxon gods. Thorſdeag from the Idol Thor. now called Jupiter. Frydeag from the Idol Friga another of the Saxons gods now called Diana or Venus. Saterdeag from the Idol of Saturn. them; &c. the names of your months, your weeks, and days of your w [...]ek; naming and ſprink­ling of your children, your wha [...] not which pertains to your wor­ſhip, and is not all this and very many other things which ye uſe, Popiſh, Jewiſh and hea­theniſh? and yet ye would force the innocent whom ye know for conſcience cannot ſwear at all; to take an oath to abjure the Pope, which would be to ſwear againſt your ſelves, but becauſe of oathes the Land mourns.
And if I hear a wicked wretch ſwear, and many times blaſpheam the name of the dreadful and living God with bloody oathes, and if I complain of that wicked man to a Magiſtrate that he hath, in my hearing, ſworn many oathes, to the grief of my very ſoul, and diſhonour of my maker, but except I will alſo ſwear and enter into the ſame ſin, & the guiltleſs make himſelf guilty, he which did in the firſt place offend the pure God, ſhall not be puniſh­ed; but on the contrary if the true man do but ſpeak to this man called Juſtice in plainnes of ſpeech; ſuch as the ſervants uſed to the Lord of li [...]e: and the ſame Lord to his ſervants, or do not put of my hat to him, and bow which I dare not do le [...]ſt my Maker ſhould take me away, I ſay its much if I go not to priſon my ſelf, or at leaſt exceedingly rebuked, which I my ſelf am a witneſt off, and this is turning of Juſtice backward, ſo that except a man will break a poſitive command of the Lord Jeſus, the ſword will not be laid upon the evil doer; but is born in vain, and not for the praiſe of them which do well; the wicked Magistrate bids me  [...]wear, and ſayes I may ſwear, or take a judicial oath; the Papiſts he ſayes bow down to an image, and wear a crucifix or an agnus dei about [Page] thy neck, its but to put thee in mind and for a remembrance; but Chriſt the oath and hope in me, who was before judicial oathes or images were, ſays ſwear not at all, and above all things my bre­thren ſayes James ſwear not; and I had rather be accounted as one of his brethren, by keeping the commands of the Lord Jeſus by not ſwearing, then by ſwearing to be made a friend to Caeſar or a companion to the Prince & the command of the moſt high God is, thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven image nor bow down to them, and ſo let the Papiſts and yee, part this matter between yee, for yee are a like guilty, the one breaks the command of God, the other of Chriſt; and he that breaks one is guilty of all.
The King bid or commanded that all ſhould bow to his image which he had ſet up, the three children refuſed, and obeyed God ra­ther then the accurſed Edicts of a King, the King gave command that they ſhould be thrown into the fire, and into the fire they were caſt with their hats on; were they Rebels, yea or nay? and whether is it better to obey God or men judge ye? But except I will rebell a­gainſt the Lord, and make my ſelf a tranſgreſſor of the royal Law; I ſhall not have the benefit of your Law, and except I will ſwear▪ I cannot deſend or come by my own, nor hardly keep my ſelf out of a Goal, So vile are your Lawes, and many the Miniſters of them; and the guilty do go free, and the heart of the righteous is grieved, and the righteous man doth periſh; and few or none layes it to heart; but the Lord our God, treaſureth up all theſe things with many more of your iniquities, and if yee think he will not viſit for theſe things, yee deceive your ſelves, and are deceived becauſe the truth doth not guide ye [...].
The good Magiſtrate is worthy of double honour but it con­ſiſteth not in my hat; for that waxeth old, as doth my o [...]her gar­ments, and may be burnt, and turned to aſhes, and become dong, or I may throw my hat upon the ground and ſet my feet upon i [...], is then the Magiſtrats honor in the duſt? & do I tread upon his honor when I tread upon mine own hat? Nay, the good Magiſtrate is ſtill wor­thy of double honour, and for a good man ſome will dare to die, and ſo I dare for the good Magiſtracy;  [...]ut to ſawn & c [...]ing to any mans perſon, I may not; It is the good Magiſtrate thats worthy of double honour, the office (good Magiſtrat [...]) in the man, not the bad man becauſe he is in the office; and to every ordinance of man I ſubmit & am no rebell, therefore let me (and all Gods people) have [Page] the benefit of your beſt Laws. And your worſt doth not require me to put of my hat, ſwear, or appear by an Attourny, my ſelf being in the Nation and willing to appear, but admit ye had a corrupt Law, or an act for every violence which is acted; I believe ſome of ye heretofore when ye lived under the oppreſſion of wicked Magi­ſtrates and unright [...]ous Lawes, (which are yet ſtanding) would have ſaid that the welfare of the people was above theSalus po­puli ſuprema lex. Law.
Paul ſays that an oath is for the end of ſtrife among men, (mark) but the ſame Paul ſays walk not as men but as Saints; and although they of old time ſware to the Lord and performed their oathes to the Lord, and the Lord performed THE ſubſtance to them which oathes was a type of, and the oath and vow is come in the fleſh, who ſayes ſwear not at all; but if Paul or John who was the greateſt born among women ſhould ſhould affirm or had affirmed it to be lawful to ſwear, ile not believe John but rather chuſe to hear, believe and obey the great & mighty Prophet in all things, but the perſecutor, and he that will not hear this Prophet, and bring all his deeds to the light, and to the witneſs of God in him, and there try if they be wrought in God, ſhall be cut off; Notwithſtanding he may pretend to have an Edict or a law from man, for what he doth. And if he commit murther, and all manner of wickednes moſt greedily, man can pardon one another by an Act, or call it chance­medly, man ſlaughter, petti-laſeny, &c. and Hang another man for the fame fault becauſe he cannot read, and this amongſt the reſt is perſecution, and is not equal nor doing as a man would be done unto.
And like a naked and ſimple hearted man, I ſhall hear declare unto all the world the words of the living God to me when I was but onely able to die for the truth, and not able to write, diſpute or controvert for it, when as heretofore I have met with an able skilful cunning deceiver.
This was the word of the Lord, and thus ſaid the Lord unto me, If an Angel ſhould pretend to come from heaven and ſhould affirm unto thee, that that Miniſtry is of God or Chriſt, which in the least perſecutes, ſtocks, whips impriſons, ſtrikes or cauſeth to be ſtrucken, ſweares or cauſeth others to ſwear for his diſhoneſt gain believe him not; For they obey not the great Prophet and they ſhall be cut off.
But we, as the holy men did, gladly ſuffer all wrongs, and our [Page] ſelves to be defrauded, freely giving up our outward man and ſub­ſtance without reſiſting to death, to the mercileſs perſecutor; but the mercen [...]ry hireling who is the only cauſe of our perſecution, is ſo far from being found in theſe the holy men and Miniſters of Chriſts practices, that they wrong all men, and all men are defrauded by them, moſt cruelly exacting where they never lent, pulling where they never planted, cloathing with the fleece they never wrought for, feeding with the fat and ſweet they never ſweat for, in ſhort by force they exact and reap all manner of carnals, where they have not ſown ſpirituals, nor carnals; And them who are called teach­ers have and do exceedingly Erre, and greater injuſtice and cruel­ler rapeneſs were never commited by men, then there hath been by this Legion of evil doers, but for their labours if they repent not, they ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kingdom Iſaiah ſaid they were all blind and ignorant and dumb dogs that never had enough, and Jeyemiah; ſaid that the Prophets propheſied falſly, and the Prieſts did bear rule by their means, and Ezekiel ſaid they fed themſelves, and not the flock; Micha ſaid they Preached for hire, and Divined for money, and Hoſea ſaid they were as a Troop of robbers that did waite for a man, ſo the company of Prieſts did murther in the way by conſent; Reader I pray thee read Iſai. 56. 10. 11. Jer. 5. Ezek. 34. Mich. 2. 11. Hoſea 6. 9. and compare the Engliſh Prieſt and ſee if there be any more difference then there is betwixt a Monk, and a Monk and a Pope, and a Pope..
And the Rulers that ſuffer theſe things, are become blind and in a deep ſleep, yea, a very deep ſleep, even the ſleep of death, but let all ſuch know that their Rewarder ſlumbereth not, neither can his vengeance tarry long, and the deſpiſed light within, if they repent not, ſhall be their ſure condemation; for the righ­teous Spirit of the holy One is grieved, and it ſhall not alwayes ſtrive, and wo be to them who ſet him at nought, and perſecute whips, terrifies or ſuffers them to be perſecuted, whiped or terrified, who ſpeak in his Name, thruſting, cauſing or ſuffering to be thruſt into dungeons, Bridewells, and bad places, amongſt bad people there to be kept in bonds under the hands of cruel men till death, for the teſtimony of Jeſus? Oh! bloody and great, yea very great cruelty, was ever the like done by any who did but ſo much as profeſs liberty of conſcience. But let all ſuch know from the higheſt to the loweſt, yea to him that ſits upon the Throne, to him that grinds at the Mill, they do reſiſt the mighty Prophet whom the [Page] Lord our God hath raiſed up, and he is come, and they ſhall be cut off, and mine eye ſees it; and then the condition of poor Lazarus who is hardly thought worthy to live, will far tranſcend Dives and all his fellow Gluttons, and theſe that are at eaſe in the fl [...]ſh, and are not troubled like other men; and lie roleing upon their b [...]ds of pleaſure, ſpending that which was their day in madneſs, mirth, and folly and making merry over the humble witneſs o [...] God, ſaying to themſelves tuſh no eye ſees us, but let all ſuch know they are ſeen, and he that beholds them is not afar off, and a day cometh ſhortly if not ſuddenly; when the very higheſt among them ſhall be diſrobed and utterly made bare, and the greateſt that is born among women, ſhall not hide himſelf from the ven­geance of my God; who is the avenger, and revenger of the righ­teous, and vengeance is mine ſaith the Lord and I will re­pay it Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted. Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. Bleſſed are they who hunger and thirſt, after righteouſneſs. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God. Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain mercy. Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile ye and perſecute yee, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt ye falſly: rejoyce and be exceeding glad for great is your reward in heaven. And the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of ye into priſon, and ye ſhall have tribula­tion for ten dayes. How long Lord, how long, holy, juſt, and true..
By an owner of the ſword in its place, true Majeſtracy, true Miniſtry, Justice and ſound Judgement (Oh! let it flow down like a mighty torrent) but an enemy to Tyranny, Truce-breakers, Rapines, Swearers, Lyers and falſe prophets, who preach for hire, and Divine for money. E. B.

THE END.


A few VVORDS
To that bad Generation of people, who in their reprobate minds, blaſpheme and be­lye the dreadful and Juſt God, In ſay­ing, That he hath made and created ſome men to be damned, or that a ſet number are ordained from all Eternity to be ſa­ved, and a ſet number to be damned.
[Page]
BUT let all ſuch know, that the lyar is for the lake; for the Juſt God, who is equal in all his wayes, hath not made any man to be damned, nor created any to that intent, and the deſtruction of every man is of himſelf; for God made man after his own image and likeneſs, and thoſe that are godly are like God, but man hath ſought out many inventions, and the heart of man is deceitful and deſperately wicked, and that continually, but God is now and alwayes up­right in all his wa [...]es▪ and his Name is Love, and his Nature is Love, and he is a God of Love, and all the works of his hands are good, and he loves them, and he is a loving Father; and he who ſayes, the Father decrees a Soul to Hell from all Eterni­ty, before the creature hath tranſgreſſed, or that he was created to do wickedly, he accuſes the Juſt God falſly; but the ſame Soul that ſins, as Adam did, ſhall dye; for tranſ­greſſion brings death, and then, and not till then he becomes a [Page] veſſel of diſhonour. But he was not intended ſo by the Holy God in his Creation; And if from all Eternity, a cer­tain and ſet number be created, pre­deſtinated, and fore-ordained to be ſaved, and damned; for what doth the Hireling preach, and for what hath he his hire? I am ſure, the decrees of God are yea, Amen, and unalter­able; (Mark that) Judicious Rea­der, and do not be ſo ignorant, as to give thy money to that Prieſt, who holds or preaches that doctrine; for under one of the two decrees thou already art. And I do believe, there is hardly a Hireling in England, that will deny it as his belief; but that there is and was from all Eternity, a certain and a ſet number predeſtinated to be dam­ned and ſaved. Oh! how hath and doth this de­ceiver ſtand, and is upholden and maintained in idleneſs, to make Mer­chandizes of pretious Souls for his diſhoneſt gain. Oh! who is able to reckon up their deceipts, or the number of the inno­cent that hath and are at this day deceived by them. but the Soul which ſins, ſhall dye the death; for the potter hath power over the clay, and though he hide himſelf in the remoteſt part of the Garden, he will find him out, and a veſſel of diſhonour he ſhall be; and yet after they have ſinned, he deſireth not the death of a ſinner, although he be dead in ſins and treſpaſſes, but ra­ther that he ſhould turn from his wickedneſs, and live. For, as I live, ſaith the Lord, I will not the death of a ſinner. (Mark) of a ſinner; but the perſecutor, and he whoſe tongue is at liberty, who defi­leth his body, which is the Temple of the Lord, him will God deſtroy, although he be the fatteſt Bull in Baſan, or the mightieſt Cedar in all Le­banon, he is but clay in the hands of the Potter, and a veſſel of diſhonour he will make him. But he that liveth in his fear, and ſtandeth in his councel, and is obedient to the Fathers Commands, which are all poſſible, and in no wiſe grievous, him, he makes a veſſel of honour, and he is to him as the apple of his eye. Be Holy, be Perfect, be Juſt in all your doings, all men, and let all (Mark all) that are athirſt come, and buy milk freely, and take of the water of Life without mo­ney, and without price. Oh! Come all; and it is in vain to invite them that are predeſtinated from all Eternity to be damned. What I ſay unto one, I ſay unto all, watch; and thoſe that are decreed to Hell, need not watch; but the Lord wil­leth that all men ſhould be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the truth; and he is not like Pharaoh, who willed the [Page] people to make brick without ſtraw. Oh! the Creator doth not ſo, for a meaſure of himſelf, he hath given to every man to pro­fit withal. (Mark) to all, ſo that if he require the full tale of brick, he doth Juſtly, and his doings are Juſt, and he is equal in all his wayes; and let not him that is formed, though a ſub­ject or a King, ſay to him that hath formed, Why haſt thou made me ſo? But come unto him, or look unto him all the ends of the earth, and be ſaved; and the Goſpel hath been preached to every creature under Heaven, and it is he that knowes the Fathers Will and doth it not, which ſhall be bea­ten, but it is impoſſible that he can do it who never knew it; but knowledge is a delitious fruit, and pleaſant to the eye, upon which the reprobate feeds, and whom I will, I ha [...]den; but firſt he willeth that all men ſhould be ſaved, or elſe he might have ſaid, except Judas, except Pharaoh, except Eſau, except Pilate the Prieſts friend, but Gods enemy; Christ knew from the be­ginning who ſhould betray him. (Mark) he knew it, but he did not wil him to do it, for if he had, it could not have been called treachery in Judas; Nay, he willeth not the death of a ſinner, but he willeth that all the ends of the earth ſhould look unto him, and be ſaved; that is his Will and purpoſe, for which pur­poſe he hath and doth enlighten every man that cometh into the World, that all men through him might believe and be ſaved; (Mark and note that) he willeth all men, I ſay, he did not except Judas, Pilate and Pharaoh, if they were alive, and had not ſold themſelves to do wickedly, for which cauſe they were given up to a reprobate minde; but there is and was ſome that will not come unto him that they may have life; Wherefore ſuch are ordained to condemnation of old; but they that come unto him, he will in no wiſe caſt off, and whom he loves, he loves to the end, and he that loves him keeps his Com­mands, and he that keeps them not, is of the Devil, and he that is of the Devil, hath no part in him; for God and Belial are not one in any one thing, neither do they live together; and where Jeruſalem is, Babylon cannot ſtand, and where the Light with which every man is enlightened bears Rule, there is no darkneſs at all, and when it is diſobeyed, if heeded, the darkneſs may be felt.
Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have I hated, before either of [Page] thoſe two children had done good or evil. Yea the thing Jacob he loved, and the thing Eſau he hated, before either of thoſe two children were begotten or born after the fleſh; and thoſe two ſeeds he onely loves, and hates at this day, and ſee that there be not a Cain, nor an Eſau be among ye, but let the worm Ja­cob be cheriſhed; for it loves the Light, and is the heritage of God; but let murtherous Cain, although he hath been Prince of the whole City, and all hath been called by his ſons name, and Lord Eſau of the mount come under; for though there was a time when the ſeed bowed, Jacob's got paſt; and let the elder ſerve the younger; for he ſold his Birth-right for his belly. Mark, he had it. A Birth-right, or a Right-birth, but he ſold it, and afterwards ſought it with tears; It was not the earth he wept for, although he ſold his Birth-right or Right-birth, which was immortal, for that which was earthly, diveliſh and ſen­ſual.
The great God who created Heaven and Earth, willeth that all man-kind ſhould come to the knowledge of the truth, and be ſaved, and willeth not the death of one ſoul of his whole handy-work, and the work of his own hands he cannot de­ſtroy, and that is the infallible and true light, the Son of the Father, who enlighteneth every individual man and woman that commeth into the World, that all through him may believe and be ſaved, & it is the particular ſins of every particular man and woman that is the cauſe of death, reprobation and c [...]nd [...]n [...] ­tion; and that ſoul which ſins ſhall die; but for the word Ori­ginal fin, I do not find it in the whole Scriptures, but is a con­trivance of the falſe Prophets, like unto their baby-baptiſm; but he that believes in the Light of Christ which he is enlight­ened with, and brings all his deeds to the light, and dwells and abides in the light, and hath the hope in him; He purifi­eth himſelf as he is pure, and the wicked one cannot touch him.
Again and again, I ſay, if a certain, and ſet number from all eternity be predeſtinated to be ſaved and damned, What doth the hireling preach for? or for what hath he his hire? I am ſure the decrees of the living God, are yea, and Amen, and unalte­rable.
And there is another vaine ſort of people who are as igno­rant [Page] as they who ſay that the Scriptures is the word of God, and Mathew Mark, Luke and John the Goſpel, and that the Latin, Greek and Hebrew is the Original; as for the word which the Scriptures of truth truly declares of, he was in the beginning, before the Scriptures began, and Heaven and Earth may paſſe away, with which the Scriptures muſt paſſe, but the Word lives▪ and abides for ever, the Letter killeth, but the Word gives Life and is quick and powerful, and ſharper then any two edged-ſword, and divides aſſunder betwixt the joynts and marrow, and he that hath the word, hath life; and Simon Magus could not buy the Word for money, but  [...] man may buy, learn and have the Scriptures, and be a Judas, and quote them as the Devil did to Chriſt, and yet be a devil; and the Word became fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us, and His Name is the word of God, and his veſture is dipped in blood, and the Word is the Light, the Hope, the Way, the Goſpel, the Door, the Vine, the Shepherd, the fairest of Millions, the Original, the Kin [...] and King­dom, the way to the Kingdom; and this Way, this Word, this Door, this Hope, this King and Kingdom, this Chriſt, this Original is above a [...], and all in all, and in ye all, except ye be repro­bates; for the Kingdom of Heaven is within ye, and that which may be known of God is manifeſt in ye, and theſe manifeſtati­ons within doth the Scr [...]ptures of truth truly declare o [...], the ſame is the Original, and not the Lat. Gr. and Heb. neither is it ſo much as a help to know the true and Living God, for a man may have the tongues of men and Angels, and yet be without God in the World, and P [...]ate may underſtand the Latin, Greek and Hebrew full well, and ſet it over the Originals head, and go to hell with his underſtanding, and thoſe that have the tongues may be mad, and at this day do wreſt the Scriptures to their own deſtructions, for want of learning; as Peter ſaid, they did of old, calling the book-learnt men an unlearned generation; and him­ſelf had no letters; and it is like Chriſt ſpake to none of the meaneſt letter-men, when he ſaid, they had at no time ſeen the ſhape of God, nor heard his voice; and I am ſu [...]  [...] was becauſe they were not good Schollars, n [...]r willing to learn for I am the Lords witneſs that he is found of all that truly learn to ſeek him, and learnt of all thoſe that fear him, for his very ſecrets are with them that fear him, and to know and believe in him, and Je­ſus [Page] Chriſt whom he hath ſent is abſolute life eternal, and he that believes not is condemned already, and to day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, for it is the ſame voice within, that calls to ye for equity and truth in your inner parts, as did to them of old, it is not another then what the Scriptures truly declareth of, and let him that preaches, or brings a Goſpel con­trary to that which they delare of, be an athema maranatha; ſo it is not ſufficient to have the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, and be accounted Orthodox and an able Diviner, when the womb is barren, and the eye not kept in the head, and that which brought the wo-to-man, or the wo-man prevail, which is not per­mitted to ſpeak in the Church, but is to be ſilent, and ask the husband at home (whether they be married, or un­married according to the fleſh) and happy, and onely hap­py are they who are eſpouſed to the Lamb, and can witneſſe the eter­nal mariage, the unſeparable tye, which neither heights nor breadths nor depths, nor lengths, nor tribulation, perſecution, principalities, or powers whatſoever can ſeparate.
And he that hath the word of God abiding in him which was in the beginning (before the Scriptures, Prophets, holy men and Apoſtles were) by whom the World was made before it was made, He deſerneth all things, judgeth all things, (Mark) all things, Orthodox, and non-Orthodox, Pilate and his Original, and himſelf is judged of no man.
And the grace of God which brings ſalvation hath appear­ed to all men, and that is the true light that doth enlighten e­very man that cometh into the World.
And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the World, and men love darkneſs rather then light, becauſe their deeds are evil, for every one that doth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, leaſt his deeds ſhould be reproved; but he that doth truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds might be manifeſt that they are wrought in God, John 3.
And this is my teſtimony for the Original, the Lord Jeſus, and is according to the word, that Original which was in the beginning before the Scriptures began, to and againſt all Babilo­nians, from whence came, and is derived all confuſion and di­verſity of tongues, but in the beginning, it was not ſo; for God was the Word, and the Word is God.
E. B.

THE END.


A VVORD
To thoſe who are called Dukes, Marqueſſes, Earles, Viſ­counts, Lords, Barons, Bannerets, Baronets, Knights of all ſorts, Eſquires, Gentlemen, and to the women who are called theſe mens Ladies, upon which rabble of appellations depends and hangs moſt of the bad people of this Nation; And who is the deboicher and vi­tiator of women-kind, I leave it to that of God in the Conſcience of theſe who are called Lords and Ladies, Gentlemen and Gentlewomen to judge.
[Page]
AH! Poor men and women, repent, repent, repent, for the Lords righteous Judgement is nigh, even at the door, to be poured forth againſt many of you, who even hate to be reformed; but like evil men and deceivers, wax worſe and worſe, being as it were rivetted to all manner of ſin, & grown old in iniquity; And although you are called Lords, Ladies, Gentlemen and Women, yet for the moſt part ye are ungentle, untame & without the yoke, your tongues at liberty to blaſpheme the Name of the dreadful, pure and living God, and Iſhmael-like, ſcoff and ſpeak evil of dignities and things ye know not, curſers, ſwearers, fighters and killers one of another, fierce deſpiſers of them that are good many of you are, and yet calls yourſelves Gentlemen, &c. When as patience and long ſuffering is the thing ye truly know not, and ſoberneſs with many of ye makes no long tarrying, and with your luſts ye are led captive at the Devils will, and a­mongſt many, yea, very many of ye, oppreſſion is your conſtant in-mate, envy, cruelty, luſt, exaltation and pride, the ve­ry [Page] beloved of your boſoms; and in your own particulars ye hurt the innocent, ye grieve that which would be righteous, ye ſlay and make merry over the witneſs, ſwallowing down the cups of pleaſure and iniquity, as the Ox drinketh water, ye oppreſs the ſeed, ye put the Lord of Life to open ſhame, ye crucifie him afreſh, and that continually; In ſpiritual  [...]ne and Egypt all the day long ye are content to dwell, and in the night ſeaſon lye down in your beaſtialities, and in the morn­ing ye riſe up early to drink wine, take pleaſure, and commit ſin with greedineſs, boiling in your own luſts, overwhelmed in gluttony, & wholly ſwallowed up in all manner of worldly delight, being dead whilſt ye ſeemingly live, & thus doth many of you conſume yourſelves, ſubſtance and precious time; And do ye think to live Dives his live, and not dye his death? Can ye think to ſow to the fleſh all manner of corruption all the dayes of your lives, and not reap the ſame in the day of the Lord? And do ye think as the tree falls it will not lye, and as death leaves, Judgement will not find? (and from Hell there is no Redemption) Oh friends! I can truly ſay, my bowels ernes for ye, who are called Nobles, and are great in the earth, above any ſort of people that are without. Alſo I know and feel, that the witneſs of God lyeth near in very many of ye, although the lofty and ſurly nature is not willing to bow, nor ſink down and become one with the witneſs, which is meek and  [...]owly, and calls upon ye in ſecret for purity in your inner parts. Oh! let the conſideration of Eternal Life conſtrain, and even neceſſitate ye to turn in the eye of your mind to within, and conſider what ye ſhall do to be ſaved, for verily the eye of the Lord is pure and runs to and fro thorow the whole earth, and all that's earthly, and cannot behold your preſent iniquities. Wherefore in the fear of the Lord, ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well, and let the time paſt be ſuffi­cient, leaſt the Lord forthwith daſh ye in pieces, and ſweep ye from the face of the earth, and your memories utterly rot. Therefore ſeek the Lord with all your hearts, whilſt he may be found, for this is the day of your viſitation; but your day paſſeth away, and the night ſwiftly cometh wherein no man can work, yet a little while and the Light is with ye; I ſay, commune with your own hearts, and be ſtill, and in the cool of the day, when your luſts boil [...] not, ſink down willingly, joyn and adhere [Page] to the meaſure of God in your conſciences which is given to man to profit withall; Oh take it for a leader for it is the true Light which doth enlighten every man that cometh into the World, that all men through Him might believe, the ſame is a ſwift witneſſe; for the Lord againſt all the evil of your doings, and cannot nor ever did conſent to ſin; the ſame is truth, & leads into all truth, & was before the man of ſin, the houſe of Ham, the ſtock of Nim­rod the cunning hunter, Iſhmael the ſcoffer, Lord Eſau of the Mount, bloody Cain, or the Dukes of Edom were, and is before all invention, or the ridiculous Tythes, about which many of you fight, kill, boaſt and rend many a bloody oath, and when ye have all done, it may be, prove your anceſter an ancient mur­therer, come into England with William of Normandy, killed an Engliſh man, and took his poſſeſſion; and as your ſelves ſprang from blood, rage and cruelty, ſo in the ſame many of ye con­tinue, but beware that your latter end be not worſe then your beginning; great quantities of earth ye have, and the Lords hand is in no wayes ſhortened towards ye; But verily very ma­ny of ye ſpend it wholly upon your luſts, and that's not the end for which it was given; but ye are to honour God with your ſubſtance and whatſoever he hath given ye, & he that de­files his body, defiles the Temple of the Lord, and him will God destroy; Therefore whether ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, learn to do all to the praiſe and glory of God, and do not Lord it over Gods heritage in the General nor in your own particulars, for Chriſt is in ye, except ye are reprobates; and this know, that no man was, or ever ſhall be heir of two Kingdoms, and God and Mammon ye cannot pleaſe, and if ye truly ſerve the one, the other with all his luſts ye muſt deny (Mark) all his luſts ye muſt deny, and a death ye muſt feel upon your preſent lives, & that ye may come to know the birth wch is immortal; ſeek to know the Lord, if it be but as a conſuming fire, to burn up and conſume your luſts which ſeparates between ye and your maker, for he that en­vies is a murtherer, For love is of God, and every one that loveth is born of God, and know­eth God. If we love one another God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us: God is love, and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldneſs in the day of Judgment, becauſe as he is ſo are we in this (preſent) world: there is no fear in love, but perfect love caſteth out fear, becauſe fear hath torment: he that feareth is not made perfect in love. If any man ſay, I love God, and hate his Brother, he is a lvar. For he that loveth not his brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God whom he hath not ſeen? And this Commandment have we from him, that he who loveth God, loves his Brother alſo, 1 John 4. 7, 12, 16, 18, 20. and he that luſts after a woman, hath committed adultery; and I ſay unto ye all above men and all things, ſwear not.
[Page]
And to ſee a great man a good man, is a rare thing, even an ornament in his Countrey, a ſtrength to the righteous, a ſinew to the feeble, a nerve to the oppreſſed, a help to the helpleſs; and of all men, if ye could but ſee and truſt in the truth, as it is in Jeſus, how tranſcendently happy might ye be, even in this life, beloved of God and good men, and all evil men māde to fear ye; And I do believe many of ye cannot but ſee the hireling and his covetouſneſs, deficiency and deceipt, and in ſome meaſure ſee the truth, and the veſſel to be good; but to ſea in it ye dare not go, for if the greateſt of ye deny the hireling his ungodly gain, a war he will prepare, and the waves will beat, the billows boil, and the ſtormes ariſe; But help us Lord and we cannot periſh, although the greedy man may toſs us from one Goal and Dungeon to another, and if there in faithfulneſs to the Lord we lay down or lives, yet we live for ever and have life Eternal; And that's much better then the airy title of Duke, Lords, Knights, &c. which put them all together, will not buy a morſel of bread in this very life, and in the life to come the Beggar as the King, and his Nobles, and Tophet is not prepared in vain; and it is well if ſome of yee who are called Noble-men, and cals your ſelves Chriſtians, be not found in the day of the Lord more ignoble to the now deſpiſed Chriſtians then Feſtus, Agrippa, or Claudius Lycias were to Paul (who were called heathens) but were truely Noble to Paul, and ſuch No­bility I own who puts no man to death, nor hurts no man tell the accuſer, and the accuſed comes face to face, and ſends no man to priſon, nor keeps any in bonds without ſigni­fying the cauſe, and having a juſt Law from the Lord for his or their detention, thats equal and juſt, which the Lord help yee to know and obey, for its the juſt which ſuffers in yee, and the ſeed [Page] is oppreſſed and kept in bondage in your own particulars; So wait upon the Lord in his fear, which is the beginning of wiſe­dom, and yee ſhall hear a voyce behind yee, ſaying, this is the way, oh! walk in it; and if ye be obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the Land, and obedience is better then ſacrifice, and to hearken then the fat of rams; & although your ſins be as ſcarlet, and for number as the ſand upon the Sea ſhore, yet if ye believe in the Light, and love the Light, and bring all your deeds to the Light▪ and ſee if they are wrought in God, (I [...] ſo, its a good deed, do it,) and that Light is truth and is no lie, oh! dig deep for it, for its within, though the Inne be thronged with other guests and a vaſt quantity of iniquity is above the ſeed, and the whole lump is ſowred with the wrong leaven, But the grain, the ſeed, or loſt groat is there, therefore ſeek diligently and ye ſhall find, and having found it, ſell all and buy the Pearl, and follow the L [...]mb whether ſoever he goes, thorow good report and bad; Oh! believe in and love the truth, and abide in the truth, and the truth ſhall make ye free, and purge away all your droſſe and Tynne, then are you free in­deed and the blood of Jeſus ſhall cleanſe ye from all ſin and filthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit and if you forſake your ſins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive ye your ſins, and your tranſgreſſions he will re­member no more.
And ye who are called Dukes, Lords, Knights, Gentlemen, &c. for the moſt part have your Education at the ſame fountain from whence comes the hireling and there have them for your Tutor, & Teacher, and as yet few or none of ye exceed or are much wiſer then your Teachers to ſalvation; Neither indeed are ye like to learn of him who receives the wages of unrighte­ouſneſs, and ſtands not himſelf in the councel of the Lord; For if they had ſtood in my Councel, ſaith the Lord, they would have turned many from their evil wayes; and had they been the Miniſters of Chriſt, the World had not been ſo full of wickedneſs, as at this day it is; but indeed their converts are like themſelves, proud, covetous, high-minded, and guilty of all manner of evil, as the beſt of them will confeſs themſelves to be, and that their beſt doings is ſinful, and full of ſin; and if ſo, which indeed they are, it is impoſſible they ſhall convert one Soul to God; for the prayers of the wicked are abomination to the Lord, and the very beſt ſacrifice that can be offered by the [Page] hands of an unclean perſecutor, who hurts or envies his Bro­ther, or impriſons for his belly, is but as the cutting off a dogs neck, for he that envies is a murtherer; and it is natural for every father to beget a child after his own image; and to ſpeak to the very rational part in ye all, If a man were to teach another man a ſcience or a trade, he cannot, neither is it poſ­ſible for him to teach another to do that which himſelf can­not do, neither thinks poſſible to be done, (Mark) the beſt of the Prieſts prayers and teaching are ſinful, as themſelves con­feſſe, and their imperfect prayers, may beget imperfection, luſt and uncleanneſſe, which ſhall never en [...]r the Kingdom, nor dwell with the holy true God.
So if ye exceed not the wiſdom of your tutors and Teachers; and learn of the light, and believe in the Light, which was be­fore Pope, Colledge or Prieſt was, although every man of yee could preach and pray as well as they can, which is not hard to do; I ſay, both ye and your prayers are abominable in the ſight of the pure God, who hath no regard to the preaching and prophecying of ſinful Prophets, and themſelves as well as their hearers may be caſt-awayes.
And this is a great evil among ye who are called lords, knights, &c. who have great eſtates, upon which account poor men of­tentimes lends ye great ſums of money, and thoſe great eſtates for the moſt part ye entail or paſſe away by ſome private diſ­poſſeſſion, and by wicked fraudulent wayes, (and in this the wretched Lawyer befriends ye) undoes many poor men, and at your deaths your heirs takes the benefit of the wicked Laws, and ſayes to their fathers creditors, he poſſeſſeth nothing but what he was born to; but the Lords curſe is upon that birth and heir-ſhip, ſo that when ye dye, your names ſtink, and ge­nerations curſe ye, and the childe that is unborn is occaſioned to ſpeak evil of ye; and in defence of this birth-right as they call it, to be ſure the wretched Lawyer will take your heirs part although he knows the whole matter to be unjuſt, and it may be himſelf had the greateſt hand in the former cheat; ſo they do not help your ſons to heir your eſtates onely, but your ini­quities alſo.
And if I ſhould be accounted a ſower of ſedition, or a ſubver­ter of the Laws, a turner of the World up-ſide down, a peſti­lent [Page] fellow, or a Ring-leader of the ſect of the Nazarenes, and thought not worthy to live, and ſhould be put to death for it; Yet I freely declare, that I truſt in, and ſteadfaſtly believe and hope in my God, that he will aſſwage the pride, allay the malice, quite confound, for ever entinguiſh, and utterly make rotten & blot out the name of Pope at Rome Tithe-monger or Hireling in England, with his Maſs-houſes and all that is Pope­ry whatſoever, devouring Lawyer, Dukes, Lords, Knights, Courts of honour, and the thing that is now called Gentility. But a Noble-man, or a Gentle-man I truly love, who are truly ſo?
By a true lover of a True, Juſt, Meek, Gentle, Noble-man, who hates nor fears no man, and cannot give flattering titles, or reſpects the perſon of any man. E. B.



POST-SCRIPT.
DƲkes and Marqueſſes I deny, but the Millitary chief or infe­riour Captain or leader I own, Earls I deny, but when we have a King like David or Moſes, let that king have his compa­nions; but let not an evil doer live in the Court, and ſuch compa­nions will need no Eſquires, neither deſire their ſons to be lifted up with the title of Lords or Barons, where the whole houſhold ſerves the Lord, and are believers, ſuch ſeeks no honour one of another; Viſcounts I deny; but let there be many good Governours in every County, for they are very much wanting, notwithſtanding there may be a Viſ-count two or three; Bannerets, Baronets, Knights of all ſorts I deny, but the just Souldier whe­ther he be horſe or foot, I own in his place, a place for whom I find, for when the Souldiers came unto Chriſt, and askt him, Ma­ſter, what ſhall we do? Be content with your wages, and do violence to no man, accuſe no man falſly.
But for the whole rabble of Duke, Marqueſſe, Lord, Knight Gentleman by patents; I find no room, place or example [Page] or allowance for in Scripture; but that onely declares of, (as I do believe) one Lord, one God over all, bleſſed for ever, amen, who made all kindreds, tongues and Nations of one blood; and all theſe earthly Lords, and who exerciſe unjuſt dominion are come up ſince, and in the Apoſtacy, for in the beginning it was not ſo; and thoſe who are rede [...]med from the earth, and riſen with Chriſt, and onely ſeeks the things above, Fathoms and com­prehends all theſe things, and are come to the beginning, are in that which was before falſe Prophets, Anti-chri [...], Babylon, Pope or Whores cup was, of which the Kings of the earth have drank, and been made drunk, in which drunken fi [...], and when all the Nations reeled un­der the perſecution of the beaſt and falſe Prophet, and the Saints and Martyres blood was ſwallowed down as other cups of pleaſure, and the woman was fle [...] into the Wilderneſſe, and the man-child was caught up to God; I ſay in that black dark night of Apoſtacy, when none was able to make war with the beaſt, when the Kings of the earth fought for the earth was created, and by the beaſts power, at this day is created, Lords, Knights, &c. and having loſt the Croſs of Chriſt, the power of God within, a painted croſs is borne in your enſign without, and that is the ſign of your Chriſtianity, and ſo into ſects and opinions, and the Irreligious have, and do kill one another about Religion, pre­cedency names, titles, and the earth, and all this is earthly Deviliſh and ſenſual.
THE END.


Here followeth a relation of ſome ſigns, examples, and judgements, for the accurſed Generation, who de­ſire a ſign (for many to my face have temptingly ſaid, ſhew us a ſign) but they are miracles to thoſe that believe, and let ſuch reach hither their hands, and with me feel, and ſee the wounds that the Lord of life hath received in his members, by this unnatural, and unparaleld Genera­tion, to whom and upon whom theſe examples are, and have been ſhewen, as it is written, the wicked ſhall not live out half their dayes; but let the deſpiſers be­hold, and wonder, and periſh, for the work is wrought in their dayes, although they cannot be­lieve.
[Page]
EXAMPLES.
ESSEX, John Clerk Prieſt, for 20. l. Tythes by him deman­ded of Robert Nicol of Coln-Engain, by warrant from Dio [...]yſius Wakering, and William Harlackenden, Juſtices ſo called, took and drove away from him Cattel worth 50 l. and his greedy mind not therewith ſatisfied, ſought after his body to; but thoſe his perſecutors aforeſaid being at London at that time, he threatened to go to London to get a Warrant from them to put him in priſon, but the Lord prevented him, for he came home, and died in few dayes after.
SUFFOLK, Robert Newton Goaler of Edmund-bury and his wife, who had been very cruel to George Fox in the 55 weeks impriſonment he ſuffered under him, by beating him very of­ten, and taking from him his bed, cloaths, and a coat, and af­ter his releaſe, detained him twenty eight weeks more, for (as he pretended) a years ſufficient lodging, both the goaler and his wife not long after was cut off by death.
SUSSEX, Prieſt Cuſſin [...], who cauſed Thomas Leycock to be im­priſoned a whole year in Horſham Goal, for ſpeaking a few [Page] words to the people in love to their ſouls, after he, the ſaid priest had done, ſoon after this perſecution, he was cut off by death.
John Chatfield Prieſt of Horſham, who cauſed Thomas Leycock and Bryan Wilkinſon to be impriſoned, and cauſed Thomas Pat­chins Cattel to be drove away; ſoon after fell into a dropſie, and remained in a miſerable condition half a year, and then died.
Prieſt Cuffly of Arundel, who was a chief inſtrument in Tho­mas Leycocks perſecution, and did ſtrive with the Magiſtrates of Arundel, to have had Joſeph Fuſe (who had faithfully ſerved the Parliament in the wars 11 years) ſent over Sea as a bond-ſlave, ſuddenly after this he died.
The Prieſt of Green, who cauſed Alice Weſt to be ſent to pri­ſon, for ſpeaking ſome few words in the Steeple-houſe, ſudden­ly after died.
Edward Haughton Prieſt of Nuthurst who was the firſt in this county, that cauſed friends to be robbed for Tythes, was ſoon after cut off by death.
Prieſt Channel called a Doctor, one of the chiefeſt high Prieſts ſo counted in this Nation, a great oppoſer of truth, was ſtri­ken with madneſſe, and is out of his natural ſenſes.
A Tythe-monger in the Pariſh of Beding, who wickedly and malitiouſly trod out the corn of Minion Brocket, making havock of the ſame, within a week after was cut off by death.
John Gurden a Juſtice ſo called, an eminent perſecutor of the innocent people of God in this county, whoſe name hath ſpread to New England among his brethren of the inquiſition there, hath been ſmitten by the Lord in a great weakneſſe of body, and dimneſſe of eye-ſight, and hath appeared as one likely to pine away under the hand of the Lord, which is evi­dently turned againſt him, ſince he became ſuch a cruel perſe­cutor.
Roger Gratick a Magiſtrate, and Prieſt Snelling conſenters to much of the perſecution of this county, both ſlain with a thun­der bolt in one day.
NORFOLK, John Benton, being one of Prieſt Claphams, witneſſes of Wramplingham, whom he procured to ſwear againſt Benjamin Lynes, in a matter concerning Tythes, who [Page] was ſo evidently forſworn, and his partner with him, that the Juſtices themſelves would not accept of their teſtimony; and ſoon after which time, the ſaid John Benton got into the Steeple-houſe of Wramplingham, and there hanged himſelf in a Bel-rope.
Edw. Humt keeper of the priſon of Norwich, who after Geo-Whit [...]head was diſcharged at the Seſſions, brought his action a­gainſt him for 4 d. a night; and although he had layn on the floor moſt part of the time, yet was by him unjuſtly detained; but the Goaler was ſoon after cut off by death.
HARTFORD-SHIRE, Geo-Fage an unmerciful Bayliff, who for 5 s. Tithe, took away goods worth 4 l. from Richard North, and entered into his houſe, none being within but two poor children, ranſacked the poor mans houſe, and took the very covering from off the bed of the children, and expoſed them to ſufferings in the midſt of winter; for which the Lord God viſited him, and cut him off ſuddenly, before he had made ſale of the goods.
GLOUCESTER-SHIRE, The firſt three friends that were committed in the County of Glouceſter the two Juſtice of peace which did commit them, the one called by the name of Juſtice Webly, & the other called by the name of juſtice Raymond; theſe three friends did all live in or about Thornbury, and were cal­led to the Bar that Aſſi [...]e next holden for the County of Glou­cester, one of theſe Juſtices which did commit them, being come into the Town that morning when the Aſſize did begin, was ſtruck with the hand of God ſo that he was ſpeechleſs for many dayes, and faint to lye in the Town before they could get him to his own houſe, and ſince is dead, never coming to Aſſizes or Seſſions more; and the other Juſtice which com­mitted them, was ſuddenly after put out of Commiſſion, and ſince is dead.
And likewiſe at the firſt coming of Friends into the County of Gloucester, there was a man called by the name of a Captain, that did ſend to a Juſtice of the Peace, wiſhing him to take a courſe with theſe people called Quakers, and with ſome bitterneſs ſaid, elſe he would take a courſe with them himſelf; but within a few dayes after near his own dwelling at an Ale-houſe, he fell out with a Rag-man, and killed him, in­ſomuch [Page] that the ſaid Captain was tried for his life the next Aſſi [...]e following.
There were three young Women that were friends coming from a meeting, and in the way as they came, there were people ſetting of Beanes, and amongſt them there was a man and a great Boy, which Boy laid himſelf down o­ver the foot-path, and laying hold on one of the young wo­men, did abuſe her in ſuch an unſeemly manner, as with mo­deſty cannot be expreſſed, untill the other two did pull her from him; and afterwards did ſet dogs on them, and both the man and the boy did follow them with clods and ſtones for a great way; and within a ſhort time after, the ſame man and boy being together, ſo fell out that the boy was wounded by the man, and within 24 hours after, died; and the man was tried at the Bar for his life this laſt Aſſi [...]e held for the County of Gloucester.
Richard Hobbs▪ who had ſworn in behalf of Prieſt Davis of Frampton, for Tithes againſt John Tyler to the value of 16 or 20 s. for which the ſaid Tyler was ordered to pay  [...]0 l. 1 [...] s. beſides 3 l. 10 s. charges; The aforeſaid Rich. Hobbs being thatching a Rick of Wheat, was queſtioned by the man he wrought for about his ſwearing, and ſhewed what errour he had run himſelf into: he ſeemed to be troubled for it, and ſaid, if he had known ſo much before as he did ſince, he would not have done it; & in a little ſpace after the man was gone, the ſaid Rich. Hobb [...] ſaw on his hand and on the Rick of Wheat the appearance of fire, & being troubled thereat, left off his work, and went to his Maſter, and told him of it, who would have per­ſwaded him it was not ſo, but he affirmed it to be ſo; and not many dayes after, the ſaid Rich Hobbs (he being Clerk of a Pariſh, and as he was Ringing a Bel) was taken up with the Bel­rope; and toſſed up and down, that the ſcull of his head was broken, and his body ſore bruiſed, that he lay for dead in the place; but being recovered again, he was carried to his houſe, where he lay ſenceleſs 2 or 3 dayes, and ſo died.
HEREFORD-SHIRE, Henry Davis of little Ducburch, a Perſecutor of many friends; who meeting James Merrick of Roſs, and becauſe the ſaid James did not ſpeak to him, turn­ed his Gun after him, and threatned to ſhoot him; and in a [Page] ſhort time after, the ſaid Henry Davis fell off from his horſe, and broke his neck.
WORCESTER-SHIRE, EVISHAM; George Kemp Mayor of  [...] ­viſham, being the firſt, and alſo an eminent Perſecutor of the Innocent people of God in Eviſham; ſhortly after the heat of his perſecution, was out off by death.
Rich. Martin, another of the perſecuting Juſtices, was ſhortly after ſued at the Law by his onely Son, and thereby being forced to leave his habitation, ſoon after died.
Edwa [...]d Youn [...], Mayor of Eviſham aforeſaid, who exceeded all his Brethren in perſecution; not long after he was out of his Maiorality, he alſo was cut off by death.
Samuel Gardner, one of the perſecuting Juſtices of Eviſham aforeſaid, not long after his perſecuting the people of God, he fell diſtracted, ſo that he was kept tied in his bed.
Thomas Ordway, one of their Council, a great profeſſor of the Scriptures; a friend to truth lent him a book, which was in anſwer to a Catechiſm ſet forth by 42 Prieſts, and after he had looked over it, he wrote on the backſide of the book, It is pitty but all ſuch books were burned, and them that made them, and ſet his name to it; but very ſuddenly after was he cut off by death.
HUNTINGTON-SHIRE, Thomas Lawrence Prieſt, who had ſued 4 of the Pariſh of Coln in the Exchequer, and one of the 3 friends meeting him on the way, asked him what he ſued him for; the Prieſt very wrathfully and churliſhly anſwered him, I will ſpeak with you another time; but within 10 dayes he was cut off, and his body laid in the earth.
LINCOLN-SHIRE, Francis Ball of Sibſey, who ſued and caſt into Priſon Edmund Woolſey, for Tithes, and the ſaid Fran­cis had told ſeveral people, that he was perſwaded, that if Edmund Woolſey did believe in his Conſcience that he the ſaid Francis Ball had right unto the Tithes, he would have paid it him; and yet for all that he the ſaid Francis Ball kept him in Priſon. But the Juſt indignation of the Lord is ſince fallen upon the Family of the ſaid Francis Ball, for his Wife preſent­ly after died, and two more of that Family, the Daughter, and her Child; and the people hereabout concluded it to be a juſt Judgment from the Lord.
[Page]
DERBY-SHIRE, One Brittlin of Thorncloft, a Steward of a hundred Court, who had Judged Thomas Boyer to pay about 4 times what the principal of the Tithe came too; ſoon after the Lord did cut him off by death.
SHROP-SHIRE, Edw. Dod, who wrote a falſe accuſation againſt Friends, and is a great Proſelite of Sam. Smith Prieſt of Creſit, who cauſed many Friends to ſuffer; fell off from a Bridge and broke his leg; and the Prieſt came to viſit him, and ſaid, one ſtep further, and into Hell; and he ſaid, his people were a damned Crew, and he had preached 7 years to them, and not one brought to the knowledge of God.
HAMP-SHIRE, Juſtice Cobb who had been a great Per­ſecutor of Friends in Wincheſter Goal, and would not ſuffer Stephen Bevi [...] Priſoner, to work in the Priſon on his own Cal­ling; and he being Judge at another Seſſions, would no [...] do any thing towards the releaſement of the Servants of God in Priſon, though their unjuſt impriſoment was laid before him, but gave order to reſtrain other Friends from coming to them; & ſeveral papers being ſent to him for Juſtice, the laſt of which was, that being ſix men and one women in Priſon, that the women or any one of them might have the liberty to go forth and provide neceſſaries for the reſt, to bring them in work, and carry out work, and bring in food and ſuch things as were neceſſary, which reaſonable and righteous thing was by him denied; and within a few dayes after the ſaid Juſtice Cobb went to his bed, not appearing to be ſick, and in the Morning was found a dead Corps.
Pistor Hide a Councellor, who ſometimes ſat as Judge where Friends have been tried, who refuſed to do them Juſtice, and ſeveral times acted unjuſtly againſt them, went forth in the ſtreets at Wincheſter, (being the place of his reſidence) where were dogs fighting, which he did ſtrive to part, and pre­ſently afterwards went into his houſe, and ſate down, and was ſuddently ſtrook dead:
Martin Miller, being Clerk to William Wither Juſtice, who committed James Potter, being at Harrow was ſtrock down by the horſes, and the harrows drawn on him, and he was ſorely bruiſed and torn, and lived a few dayes after, and was by this accident much troubled in conſcience for what he had ſworn againſt James Potter.
[Page]
A labouring man being at work in harveſt upon the above­ſaid Juſtice Withers land, was ſuddenly ſtrook dead in a tem­peſt of thunder and lightening.
WIL [...]SHIRE. William Stompton Prieſt, who for ſeven ſhillings tithes cauſed to be taken from Richard Hawkins eleven ſheep, worth fifty five ſhillings at five ſhillings a ſheep, and ſold them at two s. and ſix pence a ſheep; But Jeremy Wig who bought the ſheep died preſently after; and the ſaid Prieſt alſo ſoon after was fain to have his leg ſawn off, and ſaid he would for­give any one that would knock him on the head, and died a miſerable death.
SOMERCET- [...]HIRE. Thomas Dowleſſe who had much abuſed two friends, John Dandee and Peter Walter; As Peter VValter was ſpeaking to the people, this Dowleſs did often ſwear hee would ſtop his mouth with his ſtaff, and did often ſtrike the ſaid Peter VValter, endeavouring to hit him on the month, and in a ſhort time after the ſaid Dowleſs being at work (and he ha­ving but one eye before) a ſtick ſtrok in that eye, and put it out, and ſo remains blind.
Thomas-Edwards Prieſt of Kingſton-Seymor who cauſed Edmund Beeks of Bl [...]kwel, to be committed to priſon, the ſaid Prieſt be­ing at the Town of Axbridg, and being drunk, fell off from his horſe, and broke his neck, by which means Edward Beeks was freed out of priſon.
VVilliam Cole of Naylſey called Juſtice, who before had ſent Edith Michel, and VVilliam VVilley to priſon onely for going to the Steeple-houſe, and the one of them did not at all ſpeak to the Prieſt; ſhortly after a man was brought before him for ſtealing of Sheep, the ſaid Juſtice Cole, told him that he would ſend him to the Goal to the Quakers, and he and they ſhould be ſent altogether to the Gallows; ſoon after the ſaid William Cole being providing to ride abroad, was ſuddenly taken ill, and di­ed the ſame day.
Nathaniel Sanders, and John Langley, called Churchward ens of Keynſham, who had taken goods from friends, for their Stee­ple-houſe, died both in the forepart of their year; John Laung­ley upon his death-bed ſaid, he was perſwaded the Quakers were an honeſt people, and whereas he and Nathaniel had taken goods from them, he had payed the ſumms of money charged on [Page] them, and gave a charge to his Servant, that if he died, thoſe goods ſhould be reſtored to them again, and he took his ſer­vant-maid by the hand, and made her promiſe him to do it.
Robert Allen of Bath, who had very much abuſed Thomas Morford in the ſtreet, and had beat him with a great ſtaff, this Robert Allen had a fine luſty young boy that was able to go up and down, miſerably ſcalded to death.
John Boyſe Mayor of Bath aforeſaid, who had committed the above ſaid Thomas Morford to Priſon for declaring againſt the deceit of the Prieſt, by which he remained in priſon neer two years, this John Boyſe Mayor, was ſmitten with a ſore diſeaſe in his legs and lims, for the moſt part of his Majorality, alſo the Goaler was ſmitten with the ſame lameneſſe; ſo as he was fain to leave the Priſon, and then came another, who Tyranized over the ſaid Thomas Morford, and forced him out of his room, and from his bed, and other abuſes, and the Hand of the Lord fell alſo on him, and cut him off by death ſuddenly.
Thomas Hurlſtone of Milbury Oſmond a common diſturber of Friends in their meetings, and at one time climed upon a wall behind John Scaff while he was ſpeaking to the people in a meet­ing at Everſhot, and fell down upon him, and ſtrook him down to the ground, from the place whereon he ſtood, and when he had ſo done, went his way, and received ſix pence in ſtrong drink for his wickedneſſe.
And at another meeting in the ſame Town of Everſhot, as John Scaff was ſpeaking to the people, the ſaid Thomas Hurlſtone came into the ſtreet, without the door of the ſaid houſe, in a very rude and bruitiſh manner, with a bull hide about him, and the horns on his head, ſporting among the rude people, endeavouring to make a diſturbance; the ſaid Hurlstone would often mock, and ſcoff, and deride the people of God, and as he met them, would be thruſting out his tongue at them.
And at another meeting at the ſame Town, on the ſame day there was to be a Bull-baiting, not far from the ſaid Everſhot, unto which the ſaid Thomas Hurlſtone was going, and as he was paſſing through Edminſter, he told ſome people that he ſhould have been to day at the Quakers meeting, but that he was [Page] going to the Bull-baiting, and was boaſting how he had ſerved John Scaff, and being at the Bul-baiting, the Bull broke forth, and came full at the ſaid Thomas Hurlſtone, and ſtrook one of his horns under his chin near his throat, up into his head, into or near his brain, and he falling down, yet roſe up again, and with his tongue hanging out of his mouth, and preſently ſunk down and died.

Humphry Smiths Teſtimony of ſome Examples, as he was an eye-witneſſe of.
DORSET-SHIRE, When I was Priſoner in Dorcheſter, the hand of the Lord was havy upon them, like as his hand was heavy upon Aſhdod and the Philiſtines, who had taken and kept the Ark of God, for about twenty or more died in that time I was there, that were in the Goal, and priſoners in it, and great was the cry concerning it, ſo that the report was, the plague was there, and Judge Nicholas, who cannot ſtand in Gods Judgement, durſt not come near for fear of the hand of God, but had a place ſet up in the field, to keep the Aſſi [...]es in.
And alſo in Dorcheſter Priſon, a moſt wicked man being con­demned to die, came a beging to our Chamber door, and be­ing not ſpoken to, was filled with envy, and came into the chamber, and ſhut the door, having murther in his heart; the which I perceiving, I roſe up in the ſtrength of the Lord, by which he was overcome, without any outward reſi­ſtance, and though I afterwards laid his murtherous intenti­ons to his charge ſeveral times, yet he never denyed it; and ſhortly after the heavy Judgements of the Lord came upon him, that for many dayes and nights, he could not forbear quaking and trembling (the Divels trembled, I  [...]n.  [...]) in moſt dreadful horror, that many people wondred at him, who though he had food, looked as if he had been almoſt famiſhed, and could not die, until his fleſh rotted away in many places, and he moſt gaſtly to behold; he often uttered horrible words from the pit of darkneſſe, at laſt dying in a ſad and miſerable man­ner, terrible to the beholders.
James Munden Prieſt of Burton, having ſome Queries deliver­ed to him by Francis Taylor, he ſaid he would go and fetch a [Page] warrant to have him before a Juſtice that day, but the Juſtice not granting it, he ſent the Queries back to Francis Taylor, and when his wife came unto him, ſhe in a rage tore the paper of Queries, and ſaid to him, that as ſhe did tear that paper, ſo the Devils ſhould tear his ſoul in hell hereafter, (a bad anſwer to the Queries) and other times ſhe abuſed friends in their meetings, and her children threw ſtones at them. Not long after, this Prieſt was ſuddenly ſtrook dead, and never ſpake word more, though he had been preaching two ſeveral times that day, (or rather deceiving the people words) and the wages of unrighteouſneſs being curſed to him, he died in debt, and left his wife and children in poverty and miſery.
Alſo a young man of the ſame Pariſh, and a follower of the ſame Prieſt, being very bitter to friends, and ſought occaſion againſt his own brother; Upon him alſo the Judgements of the Lord came, and after he had been ſpeechleſſe for a time, hee roared and howled in a loud and hideous manner, being in a diſtracted condition, and had many to hold him; he ſhortly after died, and many were amazed at him.
Edward Ireland a tithing-man, dwelling in South Periot, who ſcoffed at friends, and perſecuted them with much cruel­ty, and took ſome out of there houſes, and carried them before ſome called Juſtices, and in the eleventh month, 58. he went to Blanford Seſſions with Jeremiah French the Prieſt of South Periot, who went there to lay in falſe information a­gainſt John Gundry, who was caſt into priſon by Jeremiah French, the ſaid Ireland alſo having a hand in it, and at that Seſſions I [...]hn Gundry was brought forth and ſo fined, fourty ſhillings to the Protector, and fourty ſhillings to the Prieſt; but Ieremiah French and Edward Ireland, rode away from Blanford, towards South Periot, before thoſe called Juſtices had really fined Iohn Gundry, or remanded him to priſon again, and yet as they rode homeward through Everſhot, Edward Ireland boaſted that Iohn Gundry would be ſent to priſon again; who came home to his houſe, but within two days the Lord ſtrook him dead ſudden­ly in his houſe, which ſtruck a dread in many which had a hand in perſecuting the Lords people, but eſpecially one Richard Farnham who had alſo been a great perſecuter of the Lords people in that place, who came in to ſee Edward Ireland at the [Page] cry of the people, and when he came into the houſe, he fell down as dead, and many of the people there ran about him, and did ſhake him up, and did ſtrive much about him; ſo he recovered life again, but the dread of the Lord lay upon him, that he was ſick for a time after, and then for a ſhort ſeaſon the Lords people had reſt from their perſecutors.
D [...]VO [...]. When I was priſoner at EXETER, a Murtherer being condemned to die, was brought into the Chamber to us, and his hands unbolted, and a naked knife in his hand, and ſo left with us; but the Lord preſerved us from any hurt by him, and he was afterwards hanged for killing a man with a knife.
The Mayor of Tiverton in Devon-ſhire, by whoſe order ma­ny friends had their goods ſpoiled and taken from them, and many were put into priſon, was about the fourth or fifth month in the year 1658, cut off by the hand of God in a mi­ſerable manner, his bowels conſuming within him; and as one Fowler of the ſame Congregation and fellowſhip with him, and of the ſame Town told a friend, it lay upon him to go to ſee the Prieſt, and to acquaint him that it was the hand of God upon him for his cruel uſage of thoſe people called Quakers.
One of the Conſtables of EXETER, a notorious Profeſſor, hanged himſelf in his own houſe.
The Bridewel-keeper who had done very much wrong to friends who were under his cuſtody, and to others that came to viſit them in priſon, making ſeveral lies againſt them, ſoon after hanged himſelf by his bed ſide.
It is reported that many of the Profeſſors in Exon have han­ged and drowned themſelves ſince firſt that place begun to per­ſecute the people of God.
As Thomas Salthouſe and Miles Halhead were travelling to­wards Plymouth, in obedience to the Lord, were apprehended at Honington, and ſent to EXETER by a guard of Muſqueteers & from thence to TA [...]NTON with a ſealed letter & a guard, to Colonel Buffet, who as he was enioyned by the ſaid let­ter, wrote another to ſend them from Tything to Tything un­til they came to their own Countries; but the officer that had the paſſe, and was to be their convoy to the next Tything had not gone above a mile, until he fell down in the mire, and could not ſtand upon his feet, although they lefted him up; thus [Page] the Lord made way for their enlargements, and manifeſted his Righteous Judgements upon the Perſecutors of the inno­cent; ſo the Juſtice, ſeeing the hand of the Lord againſt their formed weapons and inſtruments employed againſt the ſer­vants of the Lord, releaſed them.
The firſt that roſe up againſt the people of God in this County, was one Thomas Pentlow, called Juſtice, that in two years ſpace committed 9 of the ſervants of the Lord to Pri­ſon, and not one of them was proved tranſgreſſors, either of the Law of God, nor the Nation, and ſome of them kept above a whole year in Priſon, and immediately after the be­ginning of his perſecution, the Lord ſmote him with an in­curable diſeaſe in his body, that he never went forth, as for­merly he did many times, but lay roaring night and day, near two years; and when he lay thus in torment, he com­mitted every one of the people of the Lord to Priſon that was brought before him, though not any Law was tranſgreſſed; and never repented to the day of his death.
Next one John Brown called Juſtice, committed one Henry Williamſon to Priſon, for going into Kettering Steeple-houſe, though he never ſpoke one word, but ſtood peaceably all the time; and as ſoon as the Prieſt had done, the people dragged him forth by the hair of the head, & ſtruck him on the head & face with their Bibles, and he never ſpeaking one word; and John Brewa was an eye witneſs to this barbarous uſage of him, and never reproved the rude people for it; but committed him to an Ale-houſe, with a charge that none of his friends ſhould come near him; and the next day, contrary to all Law, com­mitted him to the common Goal, and there he hath conti­nued 42 weeks, and never any accuſer appeared againſt him. And it was obſerved, that juſt forty weeks after, as it was ac­counted, it being the juſt account of women, his Wife brought forth a man-child into the World, ſo deformed in many parts of the body, many of the members being out of order, as hardly ever any was ſeen to be the like; and as ſoon as it was born, he would not let it be ſeen by Neighbours, but by thoſe that were there at her delivery, and ſo keeps it pri­private to this day; and it is obſerved, that he uſed all the members of his body to act wickedneſs againſt the innocent, [Page] ſo the Lord viſited his ſin upon his child, which that night might be begotten.
This Brown called Juſtice, committed Marmaduke Storr, and one John Whitehead, one week after the committing of the o­ther, becauſe they could not for Conſcience ſake ſwear to the Oath of Objuration, though they denied what was contained in it, and kept them 41 weeks in Priſon; And another time he and one Robert Buyclrek of the Peace, came with armed Souldiers where there was divers of the people of the Lord aſſembled at a meeting in Iſham on a firſt day, and came vio­lently into the houſe, and haled the people forth of doors, and ſtruck ſome of them, and ſaid, they would break up their meetings; and committed one Thomas Stubs to the houſe of Correction from the Meeting, with a ſtrickt charge that he ſhould be ſeverely whipped, which was done; and ſince hath committed divers other friends to Priſon; and ſaid to one Iohn Garret, that he hoped to have a place in Heaven at Gods right hand, for his puniſhing of the Quakers, and wiſhed he had more power in his hand; this deformed child of his is never able to go while it lives, and all his other children were very ſickly, and this hath been healthful and luſty, and is a­bove three years of age, and kept privately.
One Peter Whaley Mayor of Northampton, who was mad to perſecute Friends, in the year of his Maiorality did many wic­ked actions, as committing ſome Friends to Priſon, and much abuſing Friends that came to viſit Friends that were in Priſon, he making them paſſes, and ſending them from Conſtable to Conſtable; and in the middle of his year he went forth of the Town, and the Lord ſtruck him off of his horſe, and he died; and one that lay in Priſon, for ſpeaking to a Prieſt that he had formerly committed, was as ſoon as he was dead, im­mediately releaſed.
One William Somes a Carpenter in Willingborrow, a luſty young man, was at the Towns end a ſawing with another, one evening as William Dewſberry and Francis Ellington, and another Friend was paſſing to a Meeting, William Dewſberry ſeeing him, ſpoke theſe words to him, Fear God and repent, and give heed to the Light of Chriſt in your Conſciences, or elſe you periſh eternally, with ſome other words to this effect; the [Page] ſaid William Somes began much to laugh and to jear at him, but William not regarding that, paſſed away; and immediately he was ſtruck with lameneſs and pains that inſtant, and ſo hath continued near  [...] years, and can hardly ſpeak any plain words, and hath loſt the uſe of his limbs of the one ſide.
One Oliver  [...]letſoe  [...] Draper in Wellinborrow▪ having much en­mity againſt Friends, as Friends have paſſed by his ſhop to Meetings, he would encourage his ſon about 12 years of age, to abu [...]e them by throwing dirt and ſtones at them as they paſſed by; preſently after, the houſe that he lived in, being a ſtone built houſe, one morning about eight in the mor­ning, the houſe over his ſhop fell down to the ground: and his ſon that formerly abuſed Friends with his ſervant was ac­cidentally in the ſtreet, not knowing any thing, that the houſe fell down to the ground, and one of the ſtones fell upon the boys head, and had very nigh ſlain him, much wounding him, and great loſs came to his father, the houſe falling upon all his goods, and much of the goods were buried ſo under the rubbiſh, that they were never found until they were rotten.
One Squire Willmor ſo called, of Sywe [...]l, having one Richard Brown Tenant to him, and Rented a farm of him and his predeceſſors 30 or  [...]0 years; the ſaid Richard owning truth, and having meetings kept at his houſe in Sywell, the rich man ſent to him, and told him that if he would not give over ha­ving meetings kept at his houſe, he ſhould not ſtay any longer then until his year was up, he ſaying to him that he co [...]ld find no other fault with him in any thing; but the ſaid Richard would not yield to him to deny meetings, he put him forth of his farm; and immediatly after, this great man having but one ſon and heir, the Lord ſtruck him with death; and that as he would not ſuffer an Heir of Heaven to dwell in one of his houſes, except he would deny his God; ſo his ſon and heir ſhould not live in any of his fathers poſſeſſions, but in the houſe of darkneſs was ſhut up, to the great grief of his father.
One Robert Guy who is Clerk of the Peace, who hath been one of the greateſt enemies to the people of God in this Coun­ty, and hath dealt ſubtilly with the ſervants of the Lord, and have ſtirred up the Magiſtrates againſt Friends, when they have been brought to Seſſions before them; did ſay to Francis [Page]Ellington one day, that the falſe prophets that Elija ſlew might as well plead they were perſecuted then, as the Quakers in England. The ſaid Francis was brought to the Seſſions, and there two wicked men did falſly ſwear againſt him, and ſay, That he did curſe and deny the true God that made Heaven and Earth, at a Meeting; and though they ſwore this, yet as ſoon as the Jury-men were gone forth, they did in the pre­ſence of the Court, one of them, deny it again, and confeſſed the truth; and yet Robert Guy would take no notice of it, nei­ther would he ſuffer one of the ſaid Francis Ellingtons witneſſes to declare what he did ſpeak, being 5 of them, except they would firſt ſwear, which he knew they could not, and ſo ſuf­fered the innocent to be committed in Priſon; and he him­ſelf did afterwards charge the Goaler privately to whip him, once in two weeks, or elſe (he told the Goaler) he ſhould looſe his place, which the Goaler confeſſed to the ſaid Francis; but this was obſerved, that the ſaid Francis one day meeting with the ſaid Guy upon the road, was moved of the Lord to ſpeak to him, and bid him give over perſecuting the people of God, otherwiſe the Judgement of the Lord would ſuddenly overtake him; and this was three dayes before the Seſſions, and he not believing, but ſuffered the ſaid Francis to be caſt in­to Priſon, and there to be by his private order whipped once a fortnight, and to be kept from his Wife and ſix ſmall chil­dren, and from his trade and employment, to the ruining of him and his Family; Juſt ſeven dayes after, the Lord ſtrook his Wife with death, & made 7 or 8 children of his motherleſs, and in one week his Family were all diſperced, and his chil­dren put forth, and his houſe left deſolate to this day. So our God is known by his executing Judgement, and the wic­ked are trapped in the works of their own hands, and thus in all ages hath the Lord been known, and it is left upon record, and in this age all the children of the light ſee the Lords foot­ſteps, praiſes be to him for ever.
Alſo one Wyat living at bugbrook, a great profeſſor for many years, hearing that a Neighbour living in the ſame Town owned Truth, and began to go to Friends Meetings, he wrote a whole ſheet of paper againſt the Truth of God, and moſt blaſphemouſly belyed the people of God, which he [Page] in ſcorn called Quakers, and ſent this his Letter to his Neigh­bour aforeſaid, and challenged him or any of his Friends to give him an anſwer unto it; but in a few weeks after before a friend could return him an anſwer; the Lord anſwered him by taking away his life.
Alſo one John Palmer, whom the World calls Quaker, ſent a book which was ſet forth by a friend to a Prieſt living three miles from Harborrow, and deſired him to read it, the Prieſt was troubled at what was written in the book, and ſaid that he would write another to confute it: and while he was write­ing againſt the truth, the Lord ſtruck him with death ſudden­ly, that he died, and never finiſhed that work.
Alſo one Thomas Henſman, one who was Warden, ſo called, of Willingbor­row, and when any friends were moved to go to the Steeple-houſe, he would be alwayes ready at the command of the Prieſt, there to hale them forth of the Steeple-houſe; and he did once at the deſire of the Prieſt ſwear falſly againſt one Elihu Hunt, that ſhe diſturbed the Prieſt, when ſhe did out ask him one queſtion after he had done; and by his ſwearing Thomas Pentlow committed her to Priſon; preſently after, the Lord ſmo [...]e the ſaid Thomas with an uncurable diſeaſe, and when he lay upon his death-bed he declared to Neighbours, that nothing troubled him ſo much as ſwearing and perſecuting the ſaid Elihu, and wiſhed that he had never had a hand in it, and at the ſame time died.
Henry Wood of Bury in Lancaſter, riding to Mancheſter market, Prieſt Brad­ſham rod up to him, and called him knave, and took away his hat. At Bo [...]ton the ſaid H. Wood was much miſuſed, & had his hair pul'd off his face, by T. Tiſleſly.
Dol Hodgkin, was ſtrook by the Prieſt of Wakefield, and had like to have been killed with a hammer, by a black-ſmith.
YORK. Prieſt of Warſworth ſtrook and punched G. Fox. The ſame Prieſt took away Thomas Rawlinſons hat.
LONDON. Prieſt Griffin of Bred-ſtreet, ſtrook Robert Ingram ſorely over the head with a Cane many blows.
The Prieſt of Heburn, ſtrook Jo. Sley ſeveral times over the breſt.
And thoſe things have happened for the Admonition of the children of thoſe who have perſecuted the innocent without cauſe, and are written for the encouragement of ſuch as may hereafter be perſecuted for the teſtimony of Jeſus, that they may look unto him and be ſaved, who hath delivered us out of ſix troubles, and in ſeven he will not forſake us.



A Catologue of ſome few of the fighting Prieſts.
PRieſt Shaw of Aldingham beat Anna Clater.
Prieſt Roulands of Areloth, beat Robert Cooper, becauſe he would not ſpeak to him.
[Page]
Prieſt Willon of Kerby, ſtruck Luke Benſon, till he broke a thick cane therewith.
Prieſt Bennet of Cartmel, came out of an Ale-houſe being in drink, beat Richard Raper, and boaſted, that he beat him, and ſtruck up his heels.
Prieſt Brook of Cartmel-fell, came drunk into the houſe, where Thomas Rolliſon dwelt, beat him, violently would have caſt him into the fire.
Prieſt Wait of Gargrave ſtood by, while his wife burnt eigh­teen ſheets of paper, holding it to the face of William Wa [...]kin­ſon, to burn him with, but the Prieſt never ſo much as repro­ved her, or reſtrained her.
Prieſt Dorton of Shape being drunk, drew his Tuck at Da­niel Tompſon, in the ſtreet as he paſſed, but being horſed, he fled and eſcaped, he beat Richard and William Stray, pulled them by the hair, luged his ears, and came to William Strayes houſe with his tuck to ſeek him, and threatened his wife therewith.
Prieſt Ripling of Crosby, came rideing into the meeting▪ where the people of God was meet, and rid through them with vio­lence.
Prieſt Nichols of Acton, beat James Parnel, and broak his head againſt a ſtall.
Prieſt Warwick of Aſpeater, beat John Grave and his wife, and ſhed the blood of Jonah Perſon, at a meeting.
Prieſt Burton of Sedburg, beat John Blackling, and pulled him by the hair of his head in his high place.
He alſo beat Richard Speight, and John Hall as is ſaid at Hupe­ram Chappel.
Prieſt Cowleden of Langſterdale beat Edward Edwards, and ſhed his blood upon the high way; Alſo he beat Iames Tenart.
Prieſt Atkinſon of Granton beat Bernard Addiſom in the high­way, and broke his ſtaff over his face.
Prieſt of Marrick beat Christop. More, and alſo he beat Ioſeph Longſdale in Richmond market-place for reproving him for it.
Prieſt More of Richmond beat Christoph. More with a flayl, in­ſomuch that its like he had killed him if help had not come.
Prieſt Confit of Barton beat Dor. Tod for coming to viſit his wife.
[Page]
I Chriſto. Iron upon a firſt day, was coming from a meeting of Friends, and comming along the High-way, I lighted of one Parſon Feak of Standrop, in the county of Durham, who did rageingly fall upon me, and did beat me, and ſo paſſing along the way, and my mouth never opened, nor one word ſaid, he came again, and gave me a great blow, and made me ſtagger, and ſtruck off my hat, and had a Rapier-ſtaff that he had at Steeple-houſe, which he drew a part forth of the Scabbard, but put it up again, and thus the Parſon did to me, and not one word, and thus we parted.
This ſame Feak beat Thomas Taylor, Chriſtopher Atkinſon, and Thomas A [...]ery, coming along the high way, coming from Ravenſworth Caſtle.
Prieſt Feak of Staindrop, beat Chriſto. Atkinſon, trailed him at the horſe ſide by the hair of the head, by the high-way, and his wife behind him, bunched him on the face.
Lewis Floid Prieſt of Otteringam did tear William Dewsbu [...]ies hair off his head, and ſtruck him as they paſſed together near Oteringam in much rage and fury.
Thomas Andrews Prieſt of Wellingborow laid violent hands on Anne Ellington, and drew her to the fire to have cauſed her to have burned a letter ſhe carried to him, and bruiſed the ſinnew of her arm.
Prieſt Tho. Shaw of Aldingham, beat James Lancaſter for ſpeaking to him in private, he alſo beat Miles Falhead, and ſhed his blood.
Linc. Flecher Prieſt of Dean in Cum bad the people fight for the Goſpel▪ and cauſed Thomas Stubs to be extreamly beaten.
Mathew Bake [...] a great High Prieſt, who ſaid that Adam before he fell, had a dark light of nature in him that ſhewed him ſin, &c. A friend in the truth bid him prove it, but he could not, his lyes being laid upon him, he got up in a great rage, and ſtruck F. Ellington.
As Rob. Chintin was going to a meeting, Prieſt Fortrey asked him why he run after other mens wifes, (there being a woman or two before, going to­wards the meeting) and with many other obſcene unclean words, rayled at him, and beat him with his ſtaff, ſo that for a moneth or more his han [...] was Iame.
Thomas Curtis of reading being in the Steeple-houſe there, asking Prieſt Web a queſtion, was ſorely pulled by the hair of the head, by the prieſts ad­herents.
The aforeſaid Curtis was alſo abuſed, and ſmote by the prieſt of Cauſham, until the Mayor himſelf came and took him forth of the Steeple-houſe.
Prieſt Feak of Stanethrop, beat Chriſtopher Jones of Barnard Caſtle.
Prieſt Jenkins with four men, to whom he gave bond to ſave harmleſſe for whatſoever they did, who by falſe warrant ſeized upon, and drove away 100 ſheep, and other Cattel from Captain John Elliot; his ſhepherds wife owning one ſheep, and deſiring to have it, one of this prieſts men knocked her down, and broak her head in two places, and for ſome time ſhe lay for dead, continuing deaf unto this day; the aforeſaid Captain Eliots wife being there alſo, the prieſt bid one of his men knock her down, and kill her▪ and he would bear him out; at which command one of them ſtruck her on the breaſt with a great ſtaff which might have killed her, but ſhe having a young child which did ſuck, preſerved her, but the child ſucking the putrified milk, took a vomiting and died; and this is murther in the ſight of God and men.
And no murtherer, nor ſtriker ſhall inherit the Kingdom.
THE END.
[Page]
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Editorial practices
EEBO-TCP is a partnership between the Universities of Michigan and Oxford and the publisher ProQuest to create accurately transcribed and encoded texts based on the image sets published by ProQuest via their Early English Books Online (EEBO) database (http://eebo.chadwyck.com). The general aim of EEBO-TCP is to encode one copy (usually the first edition) of every monographic English-language title published between 1473 and 1700 available in EEBO.
EEBO-TCP aimed to produce large quantities of textual data within the usual project restraints of time and funding, and therefore chose to create diplomatic transcriptions (as opposed to critical editions) with light-touch, mainly structural encoding based on the Text Encoding Initiative (http://www.tei-c.org).
The EEBO-TCP project was divided into two phases. The 25,363 texts created during Phase 1 of the project have been released into the public domain as of 1 January 2015. Anyone can now take and use these texts for their own purposes, but we respectfully request that due credit and attribution is given to their original source.
Users should be aware of the process of creating the TCP texts, and therefore of any assumptions that can be made about the data.
Text selection was based on the New Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature (NCBEL). If an author (or for an anonymous work, the title) appears in NCBEL, then their works are eligible for inclusion. Selection was intended to range over a wide variety of subject areas, to reflect the true nature of the print record of the period. In general, first editions of a works in English were prioritized, although there are a number of works in other languages, notably Latin and Welsh, included and sometimes a second or later edition of a work was chosen if there was a compelling reason to do so.
Image sets were sent to external keying companies for transcription and basic encoding. Quality assurance was then carried out by editorial teams in Oxford and Michigan. 5% (or 5 pages, whichever is the greater) of each text was proofread for accuracy and those which did not meet QA standards were returned to the keyers to be redone. After proofreading, the encoding was enhanced and/or corrected and characters marked as illegible were corrected where possible up to a limit of 100 instances per text. Any remaining illegibles were encoded as <gap>s. Understanding these processes should make clear that, while the overall quality of TCP data is very good, some errors will remain and some readable characters will be marked as illegible. Users should bear in mind that in all likelihood such instances will never have been looked at by a TCP editor.
The texts were encoded and linked to page images in accordance with level 4 of the TEI in Libraries guidelines.
Copies of the texts have been issued variously as SGML (TCP schema; ASCII text with mnemonic sdata character entities); displayable XML (TCP schema; characters represented either as UTF-8 Unicode or text strings within braces); or lossless XML (TEI P5, characters represented either as UTF-8 Unicode or TEI g elements).
Keying and markup guidelines are available at the Text Creation Partnership web site.
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