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To the most vertuouse, myghtye, and excellent Prynce, Edward the. vi. by the grace of God kynge of Englande, Fraunce, and Irelande, Defender of the faythe, and in earth vndre Christe, of the Churches of the sayde En­glande, and Irelande the su­preme head, your most hum­ble subiecte Iohan Bale wysheth all honour healthe and fe­lycyte.
[Page]
[Page]
AM [...]ge all the naci­ons▪ in whome I haue wandered, for the knoweledge of thynges (moste be­nygne soueraygne) I haue founde noise so negligent and vntoward, as I haue foūd England in the due serch of theyr auncyent hystoryes, to the syngulare fame and bewtye therof. Thys haue I (as it were) wyth a wofulnesse of hert, [Page] sens my tendre youthe bewayled, and so muche the more, for that I haue not, accordinge to the naturall zele whyche I beare to my contreye, ben able to re­dresse it for vng [...] tyll pouerte. A much forther plage hath fallen of late yeares Idolorouslye lamente so greate an ouersyghte in the moste lawfull ouer­throw of the sodometrouse Abbeyes & Fryeryes, when the most worthy mo­numentes of this realme, so myserably peryshed in the spoyle. Oh, that men of learnyng & of perfyght loue to there nacyon, were not thē appoynted to the serche of theyr lybraryes, for the conser  [...]ciō of those most noble Antiquitees. Couetousnes was at that tyme so bu­sy aboute pryuate commodite, that publyque wealthe in that moste necessarye and godly respecte, was not any where regarded. Yf your most noble father of excellent memory, Kynge Henry the viij. had not of a godly zele, by specyall commyssyon, dyrected maystre Iohan Leylande, to ouerse [...] nombre of theyr sayde libraries, we had lost infynyte treasure of knowledge, by the spoyle, [Page] which anon after folowed of their due suppression.
By that meanes we are yet in hope of somwhat to come forewarde, to the inestymable glory of the lande, namely hys worthye worckes, de Antiquitate Britannica, & de illustribus uiris, with hys Epigrāmes and Epicedes, whiche a great nombre of godly men most fer­uently despereth. This treatyse folow­ynge, of hys laboriouse progresse, haue I with al mekenesse, dedycated to your magnificent Maiestie, as a iust possession to the ryght inherytour. For fyrste was it geuen of the Authour, to youre most noble father of famouse memory in steade of a lowly newe yeares gyft, now do I restore it t [...] youre worthye hyghnesse, his naturall sonne and only true successour in kingely dygnyte, as youre owne propre good, with all sub­mission decent. I shall not nowe neade to recite to your learned maiestie, what profyte aryseth by continuall readinge of bokes, specyally of aunceyent hysto­ries, after the necessayre searche of the Byble scryptures, for the treatyse here [Page] folowinge will  [...]lenteously declare it. They treat what is in ych cōmōwelth to be folowed, and what to be chefely eschewed. What causeth a realme to floryshe, and what doth dyminish the estate therof, wyth a thousande of like matters. They much deceyue Christen Prynces, that disswade them from vertuouse studie of the sacred scryptures, and Chronicles, as the vprulent papy­stes haue done vp al practyses possible to make thē the ymages of theyr beast­in father of Rome, Apoc. xiij.
Moste of all it becometh a kynge, to knowe the lawes of the Lorde, for he here in earthe by power representeth hys eternall maieste. Be learned (saith Dauid) ye kinges that iudge the world embrace good instruccyons, least he in his anger do iustly abhorre yow. Psal. ij. The honour of a kynge (sayth Salo­mon.) standeth not in strengthe, and ryches, but in the searche of wholsome doctryne, to dyuide the drosse from the syluer, and to folowe Goddes holy cō ­maundementes, Prouer. xxii. A saying it was a thousande, a hondred, and. xxx [Page] yeares ago, suche tyme as Paulus O­rosius was here a wryter, that the doctryne of Christ was cause of the decay of the cōmen wealth of the Romanes. Against them that so blasphemously babled, the sayde Orosius wrote. vij. no­ble bokes, as a confutacion of that per­nycyouse errour: yet is that moste vn­happy and deuylyshe opynyon, nowe raysed vp agayne frō hell, and brought hyther into Englande, by a great nō ­bre of obstynate Papystes, and despe­rate lybertynes (it is to be feared) to the dreadfull dampnacyon of manye. Yf any plage or ponishement for synne do chaunce vpon vs, by the ryghtful hand of God, then is the Gospel or message of saluacyon, wrongfully accused and noysed abroade, to be the chefe cause, and sturrer vp therof, and not theyr owne fornycacyon and brybery wyth a thousande myschieues more, whiche calleth to God for dayly vengeaunce.
We had neuer good worlde (saye they) sens thys newe learnynge came in, neyther are we lyke to haue, tyll it be clerely bannyshed agayne. O voyce [Page] more aparaunt to come from deuylles then from mē christened. The sonne of the lyuinge God Iesus Christ sheweth vs the playne cause, why these wycked persones so obstynatlye dwell in the hate of hys heauenly word. Euery one (sayth he) that worketh wyckednesse doth abhorre that lyghte, because they wyll not their myschieues therby to be knowne. For that lyghte manyfesteth to the worlde, their fowle naughty do­ynges, and shameful oppressions to re­buke. Iohn. iij. These seke but to reigne here in a fleshelye lyberte, ouer other mennes wyues & goodes, for the time of theyr cursed lyues, whiche the scrip­tures wyl not permyt them. And ther­fore they fret at the very harte, & would haue them bannyshed the contrey, that they so myghte lyue here wythoute checke. These wyth suche other moste detestable abuses, whose due reforma­cyon chiefely belongeth to a king, may as in a clere mirrour, be seane in ye said scryptures and chronycles. It may al­so in them be perceyued, wherof they aryse, and how they may wele by good [Page] ordre be abolyshed. And therfore I rec­ken the contynual searche of them, to a Christen Gouernoure most necessary.
We fynde Exodi. i. that the mighty Magistrate vndre God Moyses, amōg his other most worthy actes, droue the deuouryng locustes, which had in E­gypte destroyed al that was greue vpō the earthe, into the reade sea, and there drowned thē so, that they were no more sene. The like wrought your highnesses most noble father of excellent memory Kynge Henry the. viij. though it were in an other kinde, suche time as he dys­charged this his realme of Antichristes noyful cattel, Monkes, Chanons, Fri­res, Nonnes, Heremites, Perdoners, and soule syngers, with other execra­ble sectes of perdicion. Neuerthelesse oure Egypcyanes both of the clergye, and layte, haue soughte euer sens, and yet seketh to this daye, to leade youre Maiesties people in a palpable kynde of darkenesse vp their masses, and other sorcerouse witchcraftes, as lately ape­red in the last commocyon of Corne­wale and Deuenshyre, to reduce them [Page] agayne to the olde obedyence of the great Pharao of Rome, in ye stynkyng kyngedome of ydolatry. But your no­ble counsell, to withstande thys vyo­lence, hath hytherto moste worthelye wrought, in the myghtie worde of the Lorde, & in the stronge power of your regall rodde, to dryue thys horryble plage of darkenesse from the face of thys earthe, and our good hope is, that they wyl gracyously so styll continue.
Salomon is commended of Iesus ye sonne of Syrach, Eccle. xlvij. for that the Lorde had hym replenyshed wyth all wysdome, & for hys sake had dryuē the enemyes awaye farre of, that he myghte buylde an howse in hys name, and prepare vnto hym a sanctuary for euer, whych al to this daye we behold in youre kyngelye persone fulfylled, prayeng vnto God that it maye so styl endure. As in your pryncelye begyn­nynges ye apere vnto as a very Iosias both in youre tendre youthe & vertuouse educacyon, so our specyal hope is, that in your dayly procedinges we wyl styl perseuer the same. The lykelyhodes in [Page] dede are very aparaunte, Gods name be praysed for it. For by your gracy­ouse commaundemēt, hath bene taken awaye the abhomynacyons of the vn­godlye. Whyche is a playne tokē, that ye haue dyrected youre noble harte to the lyuynge Lorde, intendynge to set vp hys true worshyppynges agayne. That we delyuered (as Zacharias the marryed prest sayth, Luce. i.) out of the cruell handes of oure enemyes, maye serue hym from hens fourth wythout feare, all the dayes of oure lyfe. These moste godlye pryncyples refresheth your christen subiectes, and so greatly delyteth their obedyent hartes, that the onely remēbraunce of youre maiesties name, is to them now more plesaunt, swete, & delycyouse, than is any other pleasure wordly, lyke as was ye name of the fyrst Iosias to the people of that age. Eccle. xlix. The eternall lyuynge God prospere youre hyghnesse in all kyndes of learnynge & vertue, and preserue you in longe lyfe vpon earth, to ye glorye of hys holye name & conforte of your louynge subiectes. Amen.


Iohā Bale to the Reader.
[Page]
IN what estymacion Antyquytees haue bene had amonge men of graue wyt­tes and iudgemen­tes,Antiquitees. the hystoryes whyche are, as testyfyeth Cicero, the mastresses of lyfe & exposytours of tymes, haue not omyt­ted to declare. The most auncyent and authorysable Antiquytees are those, whych Moses left to the Hebrues, and Berosus to the Caldeanes, as moste precyouse treasure, and lyuelye memo­ryalles in wrytinge, that both the Ie­wes and the Gentyles,peoples and in them all nacyons of the worlde myghte therby knowe theyr orygynall begynnynges. What hath bene done besydes in the partycular Kyngedomes abroade by theyr antique wryters, it is knowne to them whyche haue of longe time bene [Page] exercysed in the readyng of theyr most auncyēt chronycles. Though Gyldas Badonicus do reporte on the one syde, in his fyrst treatise de excidio Britanniae, that all the olde monumentes of the Brytaynes hadde peryshed afore hys tyme, and were partlye brente by the enemyes, and partlye conueyed into other landes by them that fledde from hens. And although that Bedas Gir­minus also on ye other syde,Bedas. in settynge fourth the hystorye of the Englyshe Saxons, doth omyt the Antiquytees of the seyd Brytaynes their predeces­sours, partly of hate, as it is supposed, and partly for want of theyr olde wry­tynges. Yet remayned there of late yeares in serten lybraryes of thys re­alme (I haue seane parte of them) the moste worthye monumentes,Lybra­ryes. concer­nynge Antiquite, of Ninianus, Patri­cius, Ambrosius Merlinus, Gildas Albanius, Merlinus Syluester, Thelesinus, Melkinus, Kentigernus, Nen­nius, Samuel, & other lyke,wryters of whome the more parte wrote longe afore them.
[Page]But thys is hyghly to be lamented, of all them that hath a naturall loue to their contrey,Loue. eyther yet to lerned An­tiquyte, whyche is a moste syngular bewty to the same. That in turnynge ouer of ye superstycyouse monasteryes, so lytle respecte was had to theyr lybra­ryes for the sauegarde of those noble & precyouse monumētes. I do not denye it, but the monkes,Mōkes. chanons, & fryres, were wycked both wayes, as the oyled Byshoppes and prestes for the more part are yet styll. Fyrst for so much as they were the professed souldyours of Antichrist, & next to that, for so muche as they were moste execrable lyuers. For these causes, I must confesse them most iustly suppressed. Yet this would I haue wyshed (and I scarsely vtter it wythout teares) that the profytable corne had not so vnaduysedly and vn­godly peryshed wyth the vnprofyta­ble chaffe,abbeyes nor the wholsome herbes with the vnwholsome wedes, I meane the worthy workes of men godly myn­ded, and lyuelye memoryalles of our nacyon, wyth those laysy lubbers and [Page] popyshe bellygoddes.lubbers But dyuerse were the workers of thys desolacyon, lyke as the thynges dyssypated were dyuerse. The veryte and promyse of our eternall God, made an ende of the popes dysguysed rable, as it wyll do of hys remnaunt, whyche are wele knowne by their frutes. All plantes (sayth Christe) whyche my heauenlye father hath not planted,Masmō ­gers. shall be pluc­ked vp by the rootes, least anye longar the blynde leaders shoulde leade the blynde multytude. Math. xi.
Auaryce was the other dyspatcher, whych hath made an ende both of our lybraryes and bokes wythout respecte lyke as of other moste honest commo­dytees,couetyse to no small decaye of the com­men welthe. Cyrus the Kynge of Per­seanes (as testifyeth Esdras) had a no­ble lybrary in Babylon,Cyrus. for the conser­uacyon both of the landes Antiquytees & also of the prynces actes, lawes, & commaundementes, that whan neces­syte shoulde requyre it, the certentie of thynges myghte there be sought and founde out. i. Esdre. vi. Nehemias theNehe­mias. [Page] Prophete made a lybrarye also, and gathered into it bokes from all con­treyes, specyally the bokes of the pro­phetes and of Dauid, the epystles and actes of the kynges, with sertē annotacyons and writynges, Iudas Macha­beus addynge dyuerse vyctoryes to the same. ij. Ma [...]ha. ij. Thus are buylders of lybraryes commended in the scrip­tures, than must their destroyers haue of the same,Destro­yers. their iustly deserued infa­myes, namelye whan couetousnesse is founde the most busy doar, whose workes are alwayes to be detested. Wher­fore Salomon sayth: A dyscrete & iuste rular muche profyteth a lande, where a couetouse rauenour destroyeth it agayne, Prouer. xxix. O most wycked auaryce,Auaryce Saynte Paule calleth the a worshyppynge of ydolles, whyche is a takynge awaye of all godly honour, Collos. iij. He sayth, thou art suche a temptacyon and snare of the deuyll, as bryngeth all to perdycyon. Yea, he re­porteth the to be the roote of all my schefe. i. Timot. vi. Nothynge vpon earth (sayth Iesus Syrach) is so euyll, [Page] as a couetouse man. Eccle. x.
Neuer had we bene offended for the losse of our lybraryes,Lybra­ryes. beynge so many in nombre, and in so desolate places for the more parte, yf the chiefe monu­mentes and moste notable workes of our excellent wryters, had bene reser­ued. If there had bene in euery shyre of Englande, but one solēpne lybrary, to the preseruacyon of those noble workes, and preferrement of good lernyn­ges in oure posteryte, it had bene yet sumwhat. But to destroye all without consyderacyon,Destruccyon. is and wyll be vnto Englande for euer, a moste horryble infamy amonge the graue senyours of other nacyons. A great nombre of thē whych purchased those superstycyouse mansyons, reserued of those lybrarye bokes, some to serue theyr inkes, some to scoure theyr candelstyckes, & some to rubbe their bootes. Some they solde to the grossers and sope sellers,grossers & some they sent ouer see to ye bokebynders, not in small nombre, but at tymes whole shyppes full, to the wonderynge of the foren nacyons. Yea, the vnyuersytees [Page] of thys realme, are not all clere in this detestable fact. But cursed is that bel­lye, whyche seketh to be fedde with suche vngodly gaynes, and so depelye shameth hys natural cōtreye. I knowe a merchaunt man,A Mer­chaunt. whych shall at thys tyme be namelesse, that boughte the cō ­tentes of two noble lybraryes for. xl. shyllynges pryce, a shame it is to be spoken. Thys stuffe hath he occupyed in the stede of graye paper by the space of more than these. x. yeares, & yet he hath store ynough for as many yeares to come. A prodygyuose example is this,An exā ­ple. & to be abhorred of all men which loue their nacyon as they shoulde do.
O cyties of Englande, whose glory standeth more in bellye chere, than in the serche of wysdome godlye. How cometh it, that neyther you, nor yet your ydell masmōgers,norwich haue regarded thys most worthy commodyte of your contrey? I meane the conseruacyon of your Antiquytees, and of the worthy labours of your lerned men: I thynke the renowme of suche a notable acte, wolde haue much longar endured, thā [Page] of all your belly bākettes & table tryū ­phes, eyther yet of your newely pur­chased hawles to kepe s. Georges feast in.Gylde hawles. What els made ye auncyent Grekes & Romanes, famouse to the world, but suche vertuouse & necessary prouysyōs in their commen welthes? What els hath made the Iewes now an obscure nacyon, but the decaye of their kynge­dome & continuall destruccyons besy­des. Yea, what maye bryng our realme to more shame & rebuke,Englād than to haue it noysed abroade, that we are despysers of lernynge? I iudge thys to be true, & vtter it wyth heauynesse, that neyther  [...]he Brytaynes vnder the Romanes & Saxons, nor yet the Englyshe people  [...]ndre the Danes and Normānes, had  [...]uer suche dāmage of their lerned mo­  [...]umētes,dāmage as we haue seane in our time. Oure posteryte maye wele curse thys  [...]ycked facte of our age, thys vnreaso  [...]able spole of Englandes moste noble  [...]ntiquytees, vnlesse they be stayed in me, and by the art of pryntynge be  [...]ought into a nōbre of coppyes. The  [...]ukes kepte thē vndre duste, the ydle [Page] headed prestes regarded thē not,Prestes. theyr lattre owners haue moste shamefullye abused thē & the couetouse merchaūtes haue solde thē away into forē nacions for moneye. Steppe you fourth now last of all, ye noble men & women (as there are in these dayes a great nōbre of you most nobyllye lerned,nobylite prayse be to God for it) and shewe your naturall noble hartes to your nacyon. Treade vndre your fete the vnworthy exāples of these Herostrates or abhomynable destroyars. And brynge you into the lyghte, that they kept longe in the dar­kenes, or els in these dayes seketh vt­terly to destroye. As ye fynde a notable Antyquyte,Antiqui­tees. suche as are the hystoryes of Gildas & Nēnius amonge the Brytaynes, Stephanides & Asserius amōg the Englyshe Saxons, lete them anon be imprented, & so brynge them into a nombre of coppyes, both to their and your owne perpetuall fame. For a more notable poynt of nobylyte can ye not shewe, thā in suche sort to bewtyfie your contrey,Cōtreye & so to restore vs to suche a truthe in hystories, as we haue longe [Page] wanted. We haue the fable of Dio­clecyane & hys. xxxiij. Doughters,Fables. and how thys realme was called Albion ab albis rupibus, wyth lye and all, but the veryte as yet we haue not, how thys lāde was fyrst inhabyted. If we fynde them mixed wyth superstycyons, we shall measure them by the scriptures, & sumwhat beare with the corrupcyon of their tymes.Corrupcyon. Vnknowne is it not vnto you, but that the most noble con­querours of the worlde, haue euermore had in muche pryce the Antiquytees of storyes, and haue lerned of them the thynge which hath most incresed their worthy fame.
Now come we to the author of thys present treatyse, whyche plenteouslye hath declared the abundaunce of a no­ble harte to hys contreye. Thys was Iohan Leylande,Leylāde an excellent oratour and poete, moreouer a man lerned in many sondrye languages, as Greke, Latyne, Frenche, Italion, Spanyshe, Brittyshe, Saxonyshe, Walshe, En­glyshe, and Scottyshe. A most feruent fauourer was thys man, and a moste [Page] dylygent sercher of the Antiquytees of thys oure Englyshe or Bryttyshe nacyon,Antiquarius. as wyll apere not onelye by thys treatyse folowynge, but also by many other notable workes whyche he hath lernedly compyled. Bycause I wyll not stande alone in the prayse of hym and hys worthye actes, I wyll now brynge fourth an other wytnesse,A wit­nesse. a man lerned and louynge hys contrey also, whych wrote vnto me. iij. yeares ago, dolourouslye lamentynge hys soden fall. Maistre Leyande (sayth he) whose prynted workes I haue sent yow, is in suche a frenesy at thys pre­sent, that lytle hope I haue of hys re­couer, wherby he myghte fynyshe such thynges as he began, and would haue ended, yf lyfe, helthe, and ryghte rea­son had serued hym therunto. There be dyuerse whyche (by report of hys enemyes,Oblocutours. as Polydore Vergyle and others) saye, that he wolde neuer haue set fourth suche thynges as he promy­sed, affirmynge hym to be a vayne­gloryouse persone, whyche woulde promyse more, than euer he was able [Page] or intended to perfourme.
I muche do feare it that he was vaynegloryouse, and that he had a poetycall wytt, whyche I lament,Lamen­table. for I iudge it one of the chefest thynges that caused hym to fall besydes hys ryghte dyscernynges. But thys dare I be holde to saye, as one that kno­weth it (for I sawe and redde of them in his stody, dyuerse and many tymes) that he neuer promysed to set fourth so manye workes as he had dygested in an ordre,workes and had in a forwarde redy­nesse to haue set fourth. And surelye in suche a sort he handeled the matters by hym treated of, that (by my symple iudgement) if he had so fynyshed them and set them fourth accordynge as he than intended and wolde haue done. Truly I suppose no lesse, but it wolde haue byn a wondre (yea,A won­dre. a myracle to the worlde) to haue redde them. And that all other authors, whyche haue wrytten of vs and of oures in tymes paste, concernynge thynges memora­ble, to be chronycled, eyther yet put in writynge, shoulde haue bene counted [Page] but as shaddowes, or of small estymacyon in respect of hym. So lernedlye, lyuelye, euydently, and groundedlye, and with such authorytees (Yea,Autory­tees. and as it were wyth a serten maiestie) woulde he haue fullye and whollye paynted, described, or set fourth thys oure realme and all thynges therin, wyth all the domynyons therof, and wyth all suche thynges as haue from tyme to tyme byn done in them.
I was as famylyarlye acquaynted wyth hym,Acquainted. as wyth whome I am best acquaynted, and do knowe certenlye, that he from his youth was so ernestly studyouse and desperouse of our Anti­quytees, that alwayes hys whole stu­dyes were dyrected to that ende. And for the true and full attaynynge ther­unto, he not onlye applyed hym selfe to the knowledge of the Greke and Latyne tongues, wherin he was (I myghte saye) excellentlye lerned. But also to ye stodye of the Bryttyshe, Saxonyshe, & Walshe tongues,Tōgues & so muche profyted therin, that he most perfitelye vnderstode them. And yet not herwyth [Page] all content, he dyd fully and whollye both labour and trauayle in hys owne persone, throughe this our realme and certen of the dominiōs therof, because he woulde haue the perfyte and full knoweledge of al thynges that myghte be gathered or learned, bothe for thyn­ges memorable, and for the sytuacyon of the same. And as for all authors of Greke,Authors Latyne, Frenche, Italian, Spanyshe, Bryttyshe, Saxonyshe, Walshe Englyshe, or Scottyshe, towching in any wyse the vnderstandynge of oure Antiquitees, he had so fully redde and applyed them, that they were in a man­ner grassed in hym as of nature. So that he myght well cal him selfe Anti­quarius.
Surely my frynde, I can not therfore but lament this hys estate, boldelye af­firminge,Dolo­ously. that Englande neuer sawe (nor as I beleue, shal se, excepte God saye Amen therto) a man to him herin in al thynges to be compared. For vn­doubted he was in these matters won­derfull and peerlesse, so that as con­cerninge them, Englande had yet ne­uer [Page] a greater losse. But what shall we saye? It hath pleased god that he shuld thus be depryued of hys wyttes, that lord knoweth best what he hath to do, hys name for euermore blessed. [...] But thys shalbe my prayer styll, that yf the Lorde wyll not geue hym his ryghte vnderstandinge agayne, that it maye yet pleased his goodnesse, to put in the mindes of some that best may, to do it. That not only such thinges as maistre Leylande intended to haue set fourth of hys owne,Old writers. but also suche olde au­thors as he hath gathered together into hys lybraryes (and as yet not prynted) may (and that with spede) be set fourth in prynte, for the necessary knowledge of all men touchynge Antiquitees. But after suche rate and forte as Maystre Leylande hym selfe (yf hys ryght rea­son had serued hym, woulde haue set them fourth, for that do I neuer loke. But hereof ones to make an ende as Terence feately sayth,Terencius. ut quimus, quan­do ut uolumus non licet. We must do as we may, when we can not do as we woulde, All these are the testymo­nies [Page] of my frynde.
Thus am I not alone in opynyon concernyng Iohan Leylande and such other for Antiquitees sake, but haue so manye more with their good willes to assiste me as naturallye fauoreth En­glande.Not al­one. By thys worthye propertye (sayth Cassiodorus) is a noble citezen knowen. He seketh the cōmodite, praise and aduauncement of hys countreye. Swete is the remembraunce of a man­nes naturall lande, to hym that is ab­sent. The byrdes that flye abroade, do loue their owne nestes. The beastes that ronne astraye,Creatu­res. seketh their accustomed cowches. And the fyshes within the water, resorteth to their hollow dē ­nes. Ryght notably was it alleged of Plato, that we are not borne onlye to our owne commoditees. But we ought to haue respect both to our countrey & kyndred. Of our natural countrey we haue our parētes, our fode, our norish­mēt, frendship, frindes, acquayntaūce howse, wyfe, chyldren, with such lyke. The fathers in the olde lawe,Fathers had such an inwarde loue to their natyue soyle, [Page] that they woulde no where els be buri­ed. Though Christ our moste louynge maystre sayde it. That a Prophete is not withoute honour but in his owne countrey and kindred. Matth. xiij. Yet bewtifyed it he aboue al nacyons, both with his doctrine and miracles, alled­gynge many of their noble Antiquitees in Noe, Loth, Abraham, Isaac, Iacob, Dauid, Salomon, Elias, Eliseus, and other to confirme thē in the true faith. He that naturallye loueth hys lande, obeyeth therwyth the commaundementes of God concernyng the loue of his neyber, and the faythful obedyence of kynges. Whych I instaūtly desyre al godly subiectes to folow, to the prayse of him which gaue those necessa­rye com­maundementes.
So be it.


The labori­ouse Iourney & serche of Iohan Leylande, for Englandes Anti­quitees, geuen of hym as a newe yeares gyfte to Kyng Henry the. viij. in the xxxvij. yeare of his raygne, with declaracyons enlarged by Iohan Bale.
[Page]
NO man (I thinke) there is whiche beareth goood af­feccyon to Englande, or that nombreth the loue of his naturall contreye a­monge comlye and necessary vertues,Contrey loue. but wyl commende the honest affecte, stodye, labour, and diligence of the au­thor of thys present treatyse. And not onely that, but vpon the same he wyll hym selfe endeuer: yea, yche man to hys talente, to folowe the lyke in effect. Iohan Leylande in thys and manye other workes, whyche he hath in hys tyme compyled, haue not shewed hym selfe a barreyne and vnfruteful clodde of earthe wythin hys owne nacyon,Clodde. [Page] suckynge the moysture,A clodde and not ren­derynge frute to the commodite there­of as manye doth, the more is the pyty. But he hath muche fructyfyed in bryn­gynge manye thynges to clere know­ledge, whyche haue longe remayned in horrible darkenesse. He is here vn­to vs in Englande, in these hys frute­full labours, as was Ioannes Annius to the Italianes, and as were bothe Conradus Celtes and Franciscus I­renicus to the Germanes,Sim [...]les. whyche brought many most wonderfull Anti­quitees of theirs to lyghte. Hys la­boures in collectynge the same to the syngular commodyte of oure nacy­on, will apere here after abundaunt, to them that shall dylygentlye peruse this small treatyse, whyche he gaue to Kynge Henry, the. viij. as a newe yeares gyft,The title in the yeare of oure Lorde a M. D. XLVI. The whyche as I haue receyued of a specyall frynde, so do I agayne fryndelye commuycate it, to the fryndely louers of my coun­treye. And thus it begynneth:
¶Iohan Leylande.[Page]Where as it pleased youre hygh­nesse vpon very iuste consyderacyons, to encorage me, by the authoryte of your moste gracyouse commyssion, in the. xxxv. yeare of your prosperouse reygne,Studium antiquitatis in, principe. to peruse and dylygentlye to searche all the lybraryes of Monaste­ryes and collegies of thys your noble realme, to the entent that the monu­mentes of auncyent wryters, as wel of other nacyons as of your owne pro­uynce, myghte be brought out of dead­ly darkenesse to lyuelye lyght, and to receyue lyke thākes of their posteryte, as they hoped for at suche tyme, as they employed their longe and great studyes to the publyque wealthe.

¶Iohan Bale.Se here the wysdome of thys worthy and noble Prynce, Kyng Hen­ry the. viij. how prudentlye he dyspo­seth matters. Accordynge to the Pryn­cely admynystracyon,Princely of God to hym cōmitted, he hath here cōsyderaciōs di­uerse respectinge as wele the dysposy­cyons of his subiectes, as those thyn­ges also, whyche myght seme to be [Page] profytable in a Christē commen welth. Not only marked he the natural incli­nacyon of this Leylande, but also pro­uoked him to folowe it in effect, to the conseruacion of the landes Antiquitees whyche are a most syngulare bewtye in euery nacyon.Antiqui­te. He gaue hym out his autorite and commission, in the yeare of oure Lorde a M. D. xxxiij. to serche and peruse the Libraries of hys realme in monasteries, couentes, and colle­ges, before their vtter destruccyon, whyche God then appoynted for their wyckednesses sake. The rular (saythe S. Paule) beareth not the swerde in vayne,A kinge. but is the minister of God, to take vengeaunce on them that do euyl, Roma. xiij. And his noble purpose was thys, to saue the precyouse monumētes of auncyent wryters, whych is a most worthy worke, and so to brynge them from darkenesse to a lyuely light, to the notable fame and ornature of this lād. Thus was there in this kynge, besides that is spoken afore, a stodye of thyn­ges memorable,Studo­ouse. and a regardynge of noble Antiquite, whyche bothe are [Page] to be commended hyghly.

¶Iohan Leylande.Yea, and furthermore, that the holy scrypture of God myght both be syn­cerely taught and learned, all maner of superstycyon, and crafty coloured doctryne of a rowte of Romayne By­shoppes,Cura religionis in Principe. totally expelled oute of thys your most catholyque realme. I thinke it now no lesse, than my very dewtye, breuely to declare to your Maiestie, what frute haue spronge of my labori­ouse iourney and costly enterprise, both roted vpon your infynyte goodnesse and lyberalyte, qualytees ryght highly to be estemed in all Prynces, and most specyally in yow, as naturally your owne wele knowne proprietes.

¶Iohan Bale.An other cause Iohan Leylande bryngeth fourth here, of thys serche of lybraries, which is, that the scriptures of God myght therby be more purely taught then afore in the Romish popes time. Moreouer,ye truthe. that al kyndes of wicked superstycyons, and of the sophy­stycall doctrynes myghte be remoued [Page] hens, to the amendement or els more clere aperaunce of the true Chrysten fayth. For though the more part of writers, were wholly geuen to serue Anti­christes affectes in the parelouse ages of the churche. Apo. ix. Yet were there som amonge them,Sūgood whiche refusynge ye office, sought the onlye glory of their Lorde God. In the middest of al darkenesse, haue some men by all ages, had the liuynge sprete of Goddes chyldrē, what though they haue in some thyn­ges erred. Gal. iiij. Neuer yet were the spelunkes of Abdias wythoute the true Prophetes of God, what though that wycked Iezabel,Iesabel. the Romyshe churche most cruelly sought their bloud. iij. Re. xviij. The worthy workes of these, this noble kyng sought to saue by this Ley­lande, afore the suppressinge of the mō ­kyshe monasteryes, which commēdeth in hym (as good reason geueth it) both the care of Christen relygyon, and also the disanullynge of most deuylysh idolatry. Suche a discrete and circumspect kyng doth the wyse man cal,A kynge a welfare of the worlde, and an vpholdynge of [Page] the people. Sapi. vi. The frutes spryn­ginge of Leylandes laboriouse iourney now foloweth in effecte.

¶Iohan Leylande.Fyrst I haue conserued many good authors,Exampla­riaueterū authorum cōseruata the whych otherwyse had ben lyke to haue peryshed, to  [...]o small in­cōmodyte of good letters, Of ye which parte remayne in the most magnificent libraryes of your royall palaces. Part also remayne in my custodie,Auctae Bibliothecae palatinae wherby I trust right shortly, so to describe your moste noble realme, and to publyshe the Maiestie of the excellente actes of youre progenytours, hytherto sore obscured, bothe for lacke of empryn­tynge of such workes as saye secretely in corners.

¶Iohan Bale.Yf he be worthy prayse, whyche seketh to profyte a common wealthe Iohan Leyland is not to be neglected here, for thys hys laboryouse iourney and costuouse enterpryse.Iourney For therby he hath sau [...]d the profitable workes of many excellent wryters, which els had bene loste, to no small decaye of that [Page] wholsome veryte, whiche is both to be sought in the scriptures of the Byble, and also in the moste olde and auten­tyck Chronycles of our prouynce. Heded wele to commyt certen of those worthy workes to the kinges noble Li­braries to their conseruacyon,Library­es. and also in reseruynge a certen of them to hymselfe, at that tyme myndynge to haue polyshed our Chronycles, by fabulouse wryters sore blemyshed. But a moste noble acte shoulde he do, that wold clerely redeme them from dust and byrd­fylynges, or pryuate vse to no profyte, and so bryng them fourth to a commē wealth of godly knowledge and ler­nynge,Good bokes. to the worthy fame of Englād, and increace of vertue. No godly mā lyghteth a candle to put it vndre a bu­shel, but to set it a broade to the confort of many. Luce. xi. To locke vp the ga­tes of the true knowledge, from them that affectuously seketh it to the glory of God, is a property belongynge on­lye to the hypocryiysh Pharisees, and false lawers. Mat. xxiij. A more sygne of ignobylyte can not be sene,Ignobilite. then to [Page] hyde such noble monumentes, neyther can growe a more famouse report, than to sende them fourth a broade amonge men. And for that purpose (I thynke) God hath in thys age geuen the noble art of prentynge.

¶Iohan Leylande.And also because men of eloquence hath not enterprised, to set them fourth in a floryshynge style,Stylus ae­grestis ueterum scriptorum. in some tymes past not commenly vsed in Englande of writers, otherwise wele learned, and nowe in suche estymacyon, that except truth be delycately clothed in purpure her written verytees can scant fynde a reader. That all the worlde that euy­dently perceyue, that no particular re­gion, maye iustely be more extolled, thā yours for true nobylyte and vertues at all poyntes reuoumed.

¶Iohan Bale.Muche haue the excellent and ly­uelye actes of Kynges bene obscured, (as is wrytten afore) for so muche as these noble Antyquytees haue not bene ere thys tyme reueled,Antiqui­tees. but tyed vp in cheanes, and hydden vndre dust in [Page] the monkes and fryres libraryes. The greate want of them hath caused our latter Chronicles, specyally Iohan Hardynge, Wyllyam Caxton, Robert Fabiane, and now last of al Polydor Vergyll, so depely to erre, as they haue done in many poyntes. And. ij. thynges chefely haue caused them (Leylande sayth) so longe to be witholden frō vs.ij. things The one is the slackenesse of empryn­tynge, that no studiouse persone, myn­dynge the veritees preferrement, hath laboured their settynge out, to the cō ­men profite. An other is the want of or­nature, that they haue not bene chan­ged into a more eloquent stile, to the ful satisfyenge of delycate eares and wyt­tes. The fyrst I woulde wyshe to be folowed,eloquēce as a thynge very necessary to our Englysh commen wealthe. The o­ther for the fyrst tyme, myghte wele be spared. For vndoubtedly, authoryte it woulde adde vnto them, to apere fyrst of all in their owne simplycyte or na­tiue colours without bewtie of speche. The scriptures are not to be reiected,Scriptures. though they for the more part, want [Page] that same plesaunt order, which is commenly sought amonge prophane wry­ters. God hath chosen (S. Paule saith) the folyshe and weake thynges of the worlde, to confounde the wyse and myghtye i. Cor. i.

¶Iohan Leylande.Farther more part of the exemplaries, curyously sought by me, and fortunately found in sondry places of this youre dominion,Exemplaria prae­liscōmissa hath b [...]ne emprynted in Germany, and now be in the presses chefely of Frobentus, that not alonly the Germanes, but also the Italianes themselfe, that counte as the Grekes ded full arrogantly, all other nacyons to be barbarouse & vnlettered, sauinge their owne, shall haue a direct occasy­on, openly of force to say. That Britan­nia prima fuit parens, altrix (addo hoc eti­am, & iure quidem optimo) conseruatrix eum uirorum magnorum, tum maxime, in­geniorum.

¶Iohan Bale.Here sheweth Leylande, howe the thirde or latter part of hys colleccions out of the Englyshe lybraryes, was be­stowed [Page] to profyte. But where as he maketh report here,Of bo­kes. a serten of them to haue bene emprynted in Germany. I suppose he partlye speaketh it for the worke of Iosephus Deuonius, which he wrote in paraphrasticall verses, vpō the treatyse of Dares Phrygius con­cerninge the destruccyon of Troye, and in. vi. bokes dedicated it to Baldewine thā archebyshop of Cāterbury: whiche worke (sayth he in Syllabo antiquarum dictionum) was prynted in Germany,Lelādus. but very corruptly vnder the tytle of Cornelius Nepos a Romane. Wherof Guilhelmus Fastregicus in his fyrste boke de Originibus rerum maketh also mencyon. Of the bokes which shoulde be in the handes of Hieronymus Fro­benius, can I nothyng heare. Yet haue I made thydre most instaunt sute and labour by diuerse honeste men, at the least to haue had but theyr tytles, but I neuer coulde obtayne them.Cōiectu­re. Whiche maketh me to thinke, that eyther they haue peryshed by the waye, or els that they are throwne a syde in some cor­ner, and so forgotten. Yet Conradus [Page] Gesnerus sumwhat conforteth me agayne, whyche in the seconde part of hys vnyuersall Biblyotheke, fol. clvij. confesseth serten olde Brittyshe hysto­rianes yet to remayne. For so lytle estemynge our true Antiquytees, the proude Italyanes haue alwayes holdē vs for a Barbarouse nacyon. Loke Iohan Boccatius in hys sixt boke de genealogia Deorum, Cap. lvij. where as he treateth of Syluius posthumus and of our Brute,Negly­gence. besydes their hystoryans. Where as, yf we had by all ages set them abroade, they had bene iustly oc­casyoned, to haue named Brytayne, a mother, a nource, and a mayntener, not only of worthy men, but also of moste excellent wyttes.

¶Iohan Leylande.And that profyte hath rysen by the aforsayd iourneye, in bryngynge full manye thynges to lyght, as concer­nynge the vsurped autoryte of the By­shopp of Rome and hys complyces,Antiphi­larchia repellens ambitiosū Ro. Epi. Imperiū. to the manyfest and vyolent derogacyon of kyngely dygnyte, I referre my selfe moste humbly to your moste prudent, [Page] lerned, & hygh iudgement, to dyscerne my dylygence in the longe volume, wherin I haue made answer for the defence of your supreme dygnyte, alonly leuynge to the stronge pyllour of holye scripture agaynste the whole college of the Romanystes, clokynge their crafty assercyons and argumen­tes, vndre the name of one poore Pi­ghius of Vltraiecte in Germany,Alber­tus Pi­ghius. and standynge to them as to their onlye anker holde agaynst tēpestes that they knowe wyll aryse, yf truthe maye be by lycens lette in, to haue a voyce in the generall counsell.

¶Iohan Bale.By the hystoryes of Antiquyte, are the natures of all ages of the worlde manyfested from tyme to tyme, & also both the prophecyes of Daniel and of S. Iohans reuelacyon more easely of their readers vnderstanded.Prophe­cyes. For he that marketh not by the serche of ernest chronycles, the dysposycyon of tymes, shall neuer beholde those godly prophecyes fulfylled in effect. And therfore sayth Leylande here, that thys profyte [Page] amonge other hath rysen of hys studyouse labour. Antichrist and hys myny­sters are lyke to be the better knowne,Anti­christ. and their tyrannouse vsurpacyons perceyued, how shamefullye they haue abused the dygnyte of kynges. Whose power S. Paul declareth, not to be of the proude Romysh popet, as they haue bene persuaded by hys false pro­phetes in euery nacyō, but immedyatly from the omnypotent God of heauen. Roma. xiij. In all ages haue there bene some godly writers in Englāde,writers. which haue both smelled out, & also by theyr writynges detected the blasphemouse fraudes of thys Antichrist. Dyuerse, of those christen workes ded Leylande fynde, and was by them occasyoned to write a great boke, called Antiphilar­chia, agaynst the ambycyouse empyre of the Romysh byshop. And in thys he chefely withstode the subtyle assercyōs & sophystycall reasonynges of an ydell brayned papyste,a papyst called Albertus Pighius, sumtyme a catty stayled canō in ye great cathedral mynster of vtrecht in Hollande. Wherin he wylleth that [Page] the veryte maye ones fynde gētyll hearers, agaynst those wycked enemyes.

¶Iohan Leylande.Yet herin only I haue not pytched the supreme worke of my labour, whervnto your grace moste lyke a kyngelye patrone of all good learnynge ded anymate me.Affectus autoris erga pa­triam. But also consyderynge and expendynge with my selfe, how great a numbre of excellent godlye wyttes and wryters, learned wyth the best, as the tymes serued, hath bene in thys your regyon. Not onely at suche tymes as the Romane emprours had recourse to it, but also in those dayes that the Saxons preuayled of the Bry­taynes, and the Normānes of the Saxons, coulde not but with a feruent zele and an honest corage, commende them to memory. Els alas, lyke to haue bene perpetually obscured, or to haue bene lyghtelye remembred, as vncerteyne shaddowes.

¶Iohan Bale.Not onelye ded Iohan Leylande collect these frutefull auncyēt authors togyther, that men mgyhte by them in­ueye [Page] agaynste the false doctryne of papystes,doctrine corruptynge both the scrip­tures of God and the chronycles of thys realme, by execrable lyes & fables but also that their wyttye workes myghte come to lyght and be spredde abroade to the whorthye fame of the land. For by them maye it wele apere, the tymes alwayes consydered, that we are no Barbarouse nacyon, as contemptuouslye the Italyane wryters doth call vs. Yet Cornelius Tacitus a noble Romane,Coneliꝰ Tacitus in the lyfe of Iulius Agricola, commendeth the bryngynge vp of noble mennys chyldren in the lyberall scyences amonge the Brytay­nes, and preferreth the pregnauncy of their wittes afore the laboryouse stody of the Galles, whome we now call Frenche men. Moreouer afore that, he reporteth the seyd Brytaynes,britayne to be fa­mously remembred of manye worthy writers, which is no note of obscuryte or barberousnesse. And thys noble na­cyon had afterwarde most wyttie wri­ters and men of grounded learnynge, vndre the Saxōs, Danes, & Normānes [Page] so wele as they had afore tyme vndre the Romane Emprours. A fylthy ba­starde is he to Englande, and a moste cruell enemy to all good lernyng, that wyll now obscure their names and de­stroye their workes, to the landes per­petuall dyscommodyte.Bastar­des. As some vnnaturall chyldren haue done now of late, to serue their pryuate affeccyons more than the commen welthe. God shorten their vnprofytable lyues, if they cease not of that myschefe in tyme.

¶Iohan Leylande.Wherfor I knowynge by infynyte varyete of bokes, and assyduouse rea­dynge of them,Libri quatour de uiris illustribus, siue descriptoribus Bri­tannicis. who hath bene learned and who hath written from tyme to tyme in this realme, haue digested into iiij. bokes, the names of thē wyth their lyues and monumentes of learnynge. And to them added thys lytle, De uiris illustribus, folowynge the profytable example of Hierome, Gennadie, Cas­siodore, Seueryane, and Trittemie a late writer. But alwaye so handlynge the matter, that I haue more exspacya­ted in thys campe, than they ded, as in [Page] a thynge that desyred to be sumwhat at large, & to haue ornature. The fyrst boke begynnynge at the Druides, is deducted vnto the tyme of the cōmyng of S. Augustyne into Englande. The secōde is from the tyme of Augustyne, vnto the aduente of the Normanes.

¶Iohan Bale.In thys ded Iohan Leylande de­clare a noble kynde of stody and a na­turall hart to hys contrey. The Lorde of heauē sende England more of suche louers,More fryndes and take awaye those vnprofy­table cloddes, whyche seketh not els but them selues in the destruccyon of thynges memorable & necessarye. The boke of S. Hierome de uiris illustribus, is iudged of them that be godly, wyse, and lerned, to be a worke verye excel­lent, and muche profytable to the Chri­sten commen vse. For it sheweth what writers there were in the prymatyue churche,Church & what frute spronge of their doctryne. If anye learned man hadde shewed thys ordre in the Brittyshe churche, whyche contynued from the Apostles tyme by Ioseph of Aryma­thie, [Page] and other godlye mynysters, tyll the commynge of Augustyne, we had knowne of their christianyte muche more than we now do. Bedas in the Englysh churche, wrote De scriptoribus Ecclesiae, whych had clerelye peryshed Gesnerus sayth) yf one Honorius Au­gustudimensis had not into his boke of the same tytle,Honoriꝰ conuayed a certen of them. Other collectors of the names & workes of lerned writers, had we none here in Englande, that I euer hearde of, sauynge one Bostonus of Bury, whyche was verye copyouse in that matter. Now cōmeth Iohan Leylande with hys. iiij. bokes de uiris illustribus, & he so abundauntlye wyll satisfye the hungry expectacyon of many, maye hys worke come ones to lyght,Leylād. that muche more is not therin to be desyred. Blessed be that man, whyche shall set that worthy worke abroade. And con­trary wyse, cursed be he for euer and euer, that shall in sphyght of hys na­cyon, seke therof the destruccyon.

¶Iohan Leylande.The thirde from the Normans, to [Page] the ende of the most honourable reigne of the myghtie, famouse, and prudent Prynce, Henry. the. vij. your father. The fourth begynneth wyth the name of your maieste, whose glorie in lear­nynge is to the worlde so clerely kno­wne, that though emonge the lyues of other learned men I haue accuratelye celebrated the names of Bladudus,Principes eruditi. Molinutius, Constantinus magnus, Sigebertus, Alfridus, Alfridus ma­gnus, Athelstanus, & Henry the fyrste, Kynges and your progenytours. And also Ethelwarde, seconde sonne to Alfride the greate, Hunfryde Duke of Glocester, and Tipetote earle of wor­cestre, yet conferred with your grace, they seme as small lyghtes (yf I maye frely saye my iudgement, your hygh modestie not offended) in respect of the daye starre.

¶Iohan Bale.Of many ydell wytted braggers, whych iudge them selues lerned and are nothynge lesse, is the tytle of thys worke,the tytle de uiris illustribus, contempned and ill spoken of. But what wyse men [Page] do thynke of them that so frantycklye on their ale benches do prattle, it is easy to coniecture. Saynt Hierome, Gennadius, Cassiodorus, Seuerianus & Tritemius, whome Leylande here nameth for example, thought not the argument lyghte, whan they wrote workes of that tytle. No more ded Sui­das Grecus, Isidorus, Hildefonsus, Prosper, Sigebertus, Honorius, Tris­sa, Bostonus, Bostius, Bergomas, & a great sort more,Autho­res. in doynge the same. The ordre of Leylandes worke into. iiij bokes deuyded, begynnynge at the Druides, & endyng in the lattre yeares of Kynge Henry the. viij. as he hath herin vttered, is very commendable. Sumwhat more is it thā a yeare past, sens I put fourth a worke of the same argument, entytled de scrpitoribus Bri­tannicis, Scrip­tores. conteynynge. v. bokes wyth serten addycyons whych I gathered togyther beynge out of the realme. Sens I returned agayne therunto, by the serche of dyuerse most ruynouslye spoyled, broaken vp, and dyspersed ly­braryes, I haue collected by no small [Page] labour & dylygence, so muche as wyll make so many bokes more, besydes the necessarye recognycyon and frutefull augmentacyon of the seyd first worke. Thys lattre worke intende I to set fourth also,Aliud opus. to the commodyte of my contrey, as it is ones fynyshed, yf po­uerte withstande me not, as it is my most doubt. Yet wolde I haue no man to iudge my rude labours, to Leylādes fyue workemāshyp in any poynt equal but at all tymes to geue place vnto it.

¶Iohan Leylande.Now farther to insynuate to your grace, of what matters the writers, whose lyues I haue congested into. iiij bokes, hath treated of.Ingenia scriptorū Britanni­corū om­ni genere eruditio­nis exer­citata. I maye ryghte boldely saye, that besyde the cognyciō of the. iiij. tungues, in the whych part of them hath excelled, that there is no kynde of lyberall scyence, or any feate concernynge learnynge, in the whych they haue not shewed certayne argu­mentes of great felycyte of wytte. Yea and concernynge the interpretacyon of holy scripture, both after the auncyent forme, and sens the scholastycall trade [Page] they haue reygned as in a certayne excellencye.

¶Iohan Bale.In thys parcell Leylāde expresseth, the most excellēt wyttes, ye knowledge of tungues, and the manyfolde lytera­ture of hys Englyshe writers,Lytera­ture. whose lyues he vttereth in hys. iiij. former bokes at large. Many of them (he sayth) were excellent in the thre pryncypall languages, Hebrue, Greke, & Latyne. As concernynge the Hebrue,Hebrues it is to be thought, that many were therin wele learned in the dayes of Kynge Athel­stane. For at the instaunt request of his prelates, he caused the scriptures out of that tungue to be by certē doctours translated into the Saxonysh or En­glyshe speche, as in the chronycles is mencyoned. Robert Grosthede of Sothfolke, a famouse learned man, & sumtyme byshop of Lyncolne, extrac­ted many thynges out of the Hebrues commentaryes, specyally, he transla­ted the Testament of the Patryarkes, and out of the Greke certen workes of Aristotle,Grekes. Dionyse, and Suidas, besy­des [Page] that Helena the mother of great Constantyne ded in her tyme. Gildas Cambrius, Claudia Rufina, Constan­tinus magnus, Maildulphus Scotus, Aldelmus Bladunius, Thobias Can­tianus, Bedas Girwinus, Daniel Wentanus, Flaccus Albinus, Ioānes Erigena, Odo Seuerus, Iosephus Denouius, and a grat sort more, in the Greke tungue were very notable. The nūbre of good Latyne autours within thys realme,Latines were to lōge at thys tyme to be rehearced, besydes the infynyterable of the barbarouse and brawlyng sentencyoners. These he for hys part, and I for my part, haue moste plente­ously descrybed, with the dyuersyte of matters in their workes cōprehended.

¶Iohan Leylande.And as touchyng hystorycall knowledge,Ingens numerus scriptorū rerū Bri­tānicarū. there hath bene to the nombre of a full hundreth or mo, that from tyme to tyme hath with great dylygēce, and no lesse, faythe, wolde to God wyth lyke eloquence, perscribed the actes of your moste noble predecessours, and the fortunes of thys your realme, so [Page] incredyblye great, that he that hath not seane and throughlye redde theyr workes, can lytle pronounce in thys parte.

¶Iohan Bale.Now cometh he in with the talke of hystoryanes and chronyclers of Englande,Chronyclers. whyche hath by all ages most plenteously described the noble actes and fortunes of the same. The nombre of them after hys reckenynge, cometh to more than a full hundreth, great pytie it is, that we haue not abroade those worthye and auncyent monumentes of oure predecessours. Lete no man fynde faulte with thys their nombre, for though it be great, & at the fyrst shewe apereth incredyble to them whych haue not trauayled in that kynde of stodye, yet I perfyghtly knowe it to be true, and also reported here wyth ye least.Hystorianes. If we lose ye treasure of these authors herin cōtayned, by the malyce or els flouthfull neglygence of thys wycked age, whych is muche ge­uen to the destruccyon of thynges me­morable, we maye wele lamente and [Page] saye wyth the noble clarke Erasmus of Roterdame.Erasmꝰ Wyth muche payne I absteyne from wepynge (sayth he in a certen Epystle) so oft as I in rea­dynge the Cataloges of olde writers, do beholde what profyghtes, yea, what pusaunce, ayde, and confort we haue lost. My grefe is also augmented, so oft tymes as I call to remembraunce, what yll stuffe we haue in stede of their good writynges. We fynde for true hystoryes, most fryuolouse fables and lyes,Fables. that we myghte the sonner by the deuyls suggestion, fall into moste depe errours, and so be lost, for not be­leuynge the truthe. ij. Tessa. ij.

¶Iohan Leylande.Wherfor, after that I had perpen­ded the honest and profytable studyes of these hystoryographers, I was totallye enflamed wyth a loue, to se throughlye all those partes of thys your opulent and ample realme,Peragra­tio labo­riosa to­tius Britaniae pri­mae. that I hadde redde of in the aforsayd wry­ters. In so muche that all my other occupacyons intermytted, I haue so traueled in your domynions both by [Page] the see coastes and the myddle partes, sparynge neyther labour nor costes by the space of these. vi. yeares past, that there is almost neyther cape nor baye, hauen, creke or pere, ryuer or con­fluence of ryuers, breches, washes, lakes, meres, fenny waters, moun­taynes, valleys, mores, hethes, fo­restes, woodes, cyties, burges, castels, pryncypall manor places, monaste­ryes, and colleges, but I haue seane them, and noted in so doynge a whole worlde of thynges verye memo­rable.

¶Iohan Bale.Se what worthy trauayle, this learned man hath taken here▪ for the many folde commodytees of hys naturall cō ­trey, as a naturall frynde to the same.A frynd Fyrst he perused the profytable monu­mentes of thys great nombre of olde wryters, and by the serche of them, his studyouse harte was enflamed to pro­cede yet farther. For after he had redde them ouer, he toke vpon hym a verye laboryouse iourney, ouer all the realme [Page] euery waye, both by see, and by lande, by the space of. vi. yeares that he might knowe the costes therof,vi. year [...]. as wele by practyse as by speculacyon, and therby geue instruccions to other. Marke her­in his laboriouse and fruteful doinges, and ye shal fynde him no lesse profyta­ble to vs, in the descrypcion of this particular nacyon, that were Strabo, Pliny, Ptholome, and other Geographers to their perusers,Geography. in the pycturinge out of the vniuersall worlde. No smal dys­commodyte were it now to this lande, yf these his worthy labours should af­ter any yll sort perishe. For out of them myght mē of sondry occupienges, fatch most wonderful knowledge, for their necessary affayres euery where. Consy­dre a multitude of thinges here named, yf all their specialtees were broughte fourth ones into lyght, as he hath col­lected them together, it woulde apere one of the greatest wonders,wōders. that euer yet was seane in this regyon. The hea­uenly father graunt the conseruacyon of them.

¶Iohan Leylande.[Page]Thus instructed, I trust shortly to se the tyme,Desrip­tio totius Britāniae primae in quadrata argenti tabula. that like as Carolus Magnus had amōg his treasures thre large and notable tables of syluer, rychely en­ameled, one of the fyte and descripcion of Constantynople, an other of the site and figure of the magnificent citie of Rome, and the third of the descripcion of the worlde. So shall your Maiestie haue thys your worlde and impery of Englande so sett fourthe in a quadrate table of syluer, yf God sende me lyfe to accomplyshe my beginning, that your grace shall haue ready knowledge at the fyrst sighte of many right delecta­ble, fruteful, and necessary pleasures, by contemplacion therof, as often as occasyon shall moue yow to the syghte of it.

¶Iohan Bale.Folowinge the example of Charles the great, which had not only the chefe cities of the Greke and Latyne Em­pires, but also the whole worlde in syl­uer tables artificially ingraued,Carolus thys Leyland after long dyscourse, set forth in portiture a ryght descripcion of this [Page] noble ylande, according to that he hath seane. But whether he perfourmed hys former promyse to Kynge Henry the viij. (to whome he dedicated thys pre­sent treatyse) whiche was to haue done it in a. iiij. square table of siluer, or other wyse, that cā I not groundedly tel. For why, the next yeare after, both the king deceaced,Hērus and Leylande also by a most pytiefull occasion fell besides his wit­tes, and is not yet fully amended, the heauenly father restore him agayne, to this landes most singular commodite. In that he calleth Englande an empire he doth not otherwyse than ded bothe Iosephus and Egesippus, wyth other notable Historianes. For Iosephus in lib. ij. cap. xxvi. de bello Iudaico, Iosephꝰ sayth in the oracyon of King Agrippa. The Romanes sought an other worlde beyond the great Occeane, sending their migh­ty power and host in to Britayne, whō they coulde neuer afore those dayes at­teyne. The Romanes by strength (saith Egesippus) obtayned and other worlde beyonde the Occeane sea, in Brytayne farre from them,Britaine li ij. de excidio Heiroso [Page]lymae. The empire therof is manifest in kinge Brennus, in great Constantyne, in Arthure, and in Edwarde the third. This bringe I in here, that men should not disdaynously scorne, that they are yet ignoraunt of.

¶Iohan Leylande.And because that it may be more permanent, and farther knowne, then to haue it engraued in syluer or brasse.Liber de Topographia Bri­tāniae primae. I entend by the leaue of God, within the space of. xij. moneths folowyng, such a descripcion to make of your realme in wryttinge, that it shall be no mastery after, for the grauer of painter to make the lyke by a perfect example.

¶Iohan Bale.Not only haue this notable wryter and specyall frynde to Englande, col­lected the monumentes of learnynge & hystorical knowledge, as is afore re­hearced,Diuesite but also hath searched oute by his syx yeares labour, al hauēs, crekes, ryuers, mountaines, hethes, valleyes, woodes cities, townes, holdes, wyth suche other lyke, after a most wonder­ful sort. And to make vnto vs an order­ly [Page] rehersal of the same, he consequently gaue him selfe to the compylinge of a boke, whome in the margende he thus intitled, Liber de Topographia Britāniae primae, Topo­graphy. a boke concerninge the descrip­cyon of ye first Britayne. Yf this worke were not yet fully accomplished (as the matter is now in doubte) by reason of his troublous dysease, great pytie it were but his labours shoulde come to some learned mannes hande, that he mighte laudably finish it to the commē vse. And although it were not so exact­ly folowed as he hath begunne it, yet shoulde he be worthy perpetual memory in thys noble nacion,memory for his good wyll and diligence. Many noble wor­kes we reade of, that were left vnper­fyght, as their fyrst authors were pre­uented of deathe, yet for theyr vtilite they haue bene fynished by other good mē. As now in oure tyme, the Epitome of Chronicles begunne by Thomas Lanquet,A Chro­nycle. was laboriously folowed and profytably ended by Thomas Couper a man worthy of cōtinual prayse for so studiouse labours. The lyke also may [Page] be sayd of hym, that brought to lyghte the great worke of Edwarde Halle. The Lord dayly prosper so profytable affayres.

¶Iohan Leylande.Yea, and to wade further in thys matter, where as now almost no man can wele gesse at the shaddow of the auncyent names of hauens,Restituta uetera lo­corum in Britannia nomina. ryuers, promontories, hilles, woodes, cities, townes, castelles, and varyete of kyn­des of people, that Cesar, Liui, Strabo Diodorus, Fabius Pictor, Pomponi­us Mela, Plinius, Cornelius Tacitus Ptolomeus, Sextus Rufus, Ammia­nus, Marcellinus, Solinus, Antoni­nus, and dyuerse other make mencyon of. I trust so to opē this wyndow, that the lyght shal be seane, so long, yt is to say, by ye space of a whole thousād yea­res stopped vp, & the old glory of your renoumed Britaine to reflorish through the worlde.

¶Iohan Bale.Folowinge hys most profytable processe, for the syngular bewtye of Englande, he calleth agayne to lyuely [Page] memory, the auncyent names of cyties townes,Cytyes. castelles, hylles, hauens, ry­uers, and suche lyke, whiche haue bene longe buryed in obliuion, and had vt­terly perished, had not those noble wryters, whome he here recyteth, reserued them in their worthie workes to oure behoue. Muche more are we bounde in that poynt, to these foren authors, than to al oure owne Hystorianes, sens the worldes beginninge. And whether we maye iustly ascrybe that to the negly­gence of oure forefathers,Negli­gence. eyther els to the churlyshenesse of them, which hath vnnaturally witholden them so longe tyme from vs, I leaue it to be iudged of them that shal reade this treatise. In this kinde of writinge, haue Leylande plenteously done his part in Commentario Cygneae cantionis, Olde names. in Elencho antiquo­rum nominum, and in Syllabo dictionum ueterum, besydes hys other labours, whiche we most desierously loke for, at the handes of som worthy man, that wyl shewe his natural harte therin to hys countrey. Greatly is this vnwont maner of stodie, ac [...]epted now a dayes amonge [Page] mē of knowledge, and much was vsed of S. Hierome and Lactantius, and is so wele exemplyfyed in the sacred scriptures,Scryptures. as in the profane hystories of the nacions. For Moses calleth Bethlehē, Ephrata, Ge. xxxv. so doth Dauid, and Micheas. Psal. cxxxi. Mic. v. Because that olde name shoulde neuer growe out of knowledge. The cyty that Ma­thew calleth Cesarea Philippi, Mat. xvi. is named in the olde lawe Lesen, and Laisa, Iosue. xix. and Esa. x. Con­stantynople of olde wryters is called Bizantium, Roma Latium, and Lon­don Trenouantum.London. At this wyll the Papistes and sectaryes laugh scorne­fully, whiche neyther delyte in kynge, nor contrey, but only seke by subtyltees to vpholde their owne fylthy fleshe in the wicked kyngedome of Antichrist.

¶Iohan Leylande.This done, I haue matter at plenty, already prepared to this purpose, that is to saye, to wryte an hystorie, to the whiche I entende to adscribe this title de Antiquitate Britannica, or els  [...]iuilis historia. De Anti­quitate Britānica siue de Ciuili histo­ria, libri quinqua­ginta. And this worke I entende to [Page] dyuyde into so many bokes, as ther be shires in Englande, and shyres & great dominions in wales. So that I esterne that thys volume wyl enclude a fyfty bokes, wherof eche one seuerally shall conteyne the beginninges, encreases, and memorable actes of the chiefe tow­nes, and castelles of the prouince allot­ted to it.

¶Iohan Bale.By this fulfilleth he hys former promyse, which is to clarifye those thinges that oure negligent predecessours, by more then a thousand yeares space, had dyuersely darkened. He hath prepared to our vse, a most noble Chronicle of the Antiquitees of Brytaine,A Chro­nycle, called the Cyuile hystorie, and conteyninge fyfty bokes. Therin hath euery shire both of Englande and wales, hys particulare boke, comprehendyng theyr orygynal­les and contynuall successes bothe of their peoples and gouernours. In thē may euery Englysh man, and walshe man as in a clere mirrour seuerally be­holde, the memorable actes, prouysiōs,For all men, commodytees and buyldynges of his [Page] owne natyue shyre in it selfe. All the Chronicles of this noble realme, which hathe bene made afore thys age, what though their authors for the more part were men pythely learned, yet at the syghte herof wyll apere, but mistes and shadowes.Shado­wes. For neyther obserued they thys most decent order, nor yet decla­red in so ample maner, matters so ne­cessary, and so manye in nombre. Lete vs therfore moste ernestly praye vnto God the moste plenteouse geuer of all good gytfes, that this noble worke be not cast away by som cruel caterpiller or papyst which disdayneth to further hys owne nacion, neither yet that it be destroyed by an ignoraunt keper or an ydel possessor. But that it may fortuna­bly lighte into the handes of suche a good stuarde of hys,A frynd as is learned and louynge to his nacion, that our natural bretherne and contrey men may ones tast of the swetnesse of so precyouse a frute, and not therof be depryued, to their inestymable discommodyte.

¶Iohan Leylande.Then I entende to dystrybute in [Page] to syx bokes,Libri sex de insulis Britāniae adiacent bus. suche matter as I haue already collected, concernynge the Is­les adiacent to your noble realme, and vndre your subieccion. Wherof. iij. shal be of these Isles, Vecta, Mona, and Menauia, somtime kingedomes.

¶Iohan Bale.Consequently hath he herin stretched fourth his hande to the foren Iles par­teynynge to this nacyon,the yles for these two naturall purposes. First that his natu­ral contrey men, myghte knowe the sy­tuacion and hystorycall commoditees of them, and afterwardes that all men dwellynge vndre the worthy dominion of Englande, myghte of his studyouse labours take profyte. No reasonable creature can iustly reprehende a loue extendinge so farre in wele doynge, but rather wyth gentylnesse of humanyte, commende it. Yf all men had remem­bred this brotherly office,Amyte England had neuer bene so wretchedly spoyled of so many noble monumentes of Antiqui­te, by a meny of vnnaturall chyldren, yea, rather curyshe bastardes, nothyng els sekinge, but theyr bellyes. And as [Page] concernynge the Iles, he hath not done amys in descrybynge them, for as the scriptures mencyoneth,Scryptures. the Lorde hath alwayes had vnto them a respect. For as the kynde of man ouerspredde the whole worlde, by the natural ofspring of Noah, in the hundreth year after the dyluuy or general floude, Gene. ix. the Iles of the Gentyles were anon after, to a serten of them dyuyded, euery mā sorted in his kindred, speche, and naciō Gene. x. Gloryfie God in doctrynes. (sayth Esay) yow that do dwell in the Iles of the sea,Esaias. and magnyfie the name of the Lorde God of Israel. Esa. xxiiij. And in an other place. The Iles farre of (sayth almyghty God) whiche haue not hearde me spoken of, neyther yet haue seane my glory spredde, shall de­clare my prayse largely, amonge the Gentyles, Esa. lxvi.

¶Iohan Leylande.And to superadde a worke as an or­nament and a ryght comely garlande, to the enterpryses afore sayd, I haue selected stuffe to be distributed into thre bokes, the which I purpose thus to entytle, [Page] De nobilitate Britannica. De nobilitate Britā nica libritres. Whereof the fyrst shal declare the names of kyn­ges and quenes wyth theyr chyldren, dukes, earles, lordes, capitaynes, and rulers in this realme to the commynge of the Saxons and their conquest. The seconde shalbe of the Saxons and Danes, to the vyctorye of Kyng Wil­lyam the greate. The thirde from the Normannes to the reygne of youre most noble grace, descendynge lyneal­ly of the Brytayne, Saxon, and Nor­mā kynges, So that all noble men shal clerely perceyue theyr syneal parentele.

¶Iohan Bale.Se what order he obserueth here, in the ende of this matter. After long dis­course of hys laboryouse processe, con­cernyng the serch of libraries, descrip­cyon of the lande, edycyon of bokes,Summ [...] and declaracyon of theyr necessary ar­gumentes, he concludeth with nobilite commendyng it as an ornature of bewtie of all the other. And in hys thre bo­kes of that tytle, that is to say, of the nobilitie of Brytayne, he comprehendeth the whole successiō of kinges with the [Page] true dyssent of all noble kynredes vn­dre them, for the tyme of the raignes of the Brytaynes,nobylyte Saxons, and Normās, whiche only here continued. So that euery noble man within thys regyon, hauinge that worthy worke, myghte clerely beholde as in a pure glasse, hys parentage and successe in bloud, wyth their falles and raises, as the variete of tymes heue geuen it. Whiche were a wonderful matter, and vnto them for dyuerse causes much commodiouse. A noble harte surely had this present au­thor,Noble hart. and a most louynge mynde to hys contrey, employenge hys manifold la­bours to so diuerse & nedefull matters concerninge the same. Consydre ye noble men, the worthinesse of this noble worke, what profyt might therby arise not only to yow, but also to thē, which delyght in the readynge of hystoryes: & as ye beare noble hartes to your con­trey & kinredes, do that lyeth in yow, yt it perysh not. Make labour that it maye frutefully come abroade,Helpe it as it is frute­fully of him collected, yt both yow, the realm & ye autor may haue honor therof.

[Page]¶Iohan Leylande.Now yf it shal be the pleasure of al­myghty God, that I maye lyue to per­fourme these thynges that be alreadye begonne, and in a greate forwardnesse,Conclusio a delecta­bili & u­tili. I trust that thys your realme shall so wele be knowne, ones paynted with hys natyue colours, that the renoume therof shal geue place to the glory of no other regyon. And my great laboures and costes, procedinge from the moste habundaunt fountayne of your infinite goodnesse towardes me your pore scholar and most humble seruaunt, shall be euydently seane, to haue not only plea­sed, but also profyted the studyouse, gē ­til, and equal reders. This is the briefe declaracyon of my laboriouse iourney, taken by mocyon of your hygnesse, so much studyeng at all houres, about the frutefull preferrement of good letters and auncyent vertues.

¶Iohan Bale.Many other workes hath he writtē,Prynted of whome some are emprinted, as the assercyon of kinge Arthure, the byrthe of Prynce Edwarde, the songe of the [Page] swāne, the decease of sir Thomas wiet, the wynnynge of Bullein, and the cō ­mendacion of peace. Some are not yet printed, as his colleccions of the By­shoppes of Brytayne, of the vniuersy­tees of the same, of the orygynall and increase of good learnynges there, of hys Epigrammes and Epitaphes,Vnpryntedr and the lyfe of kynge Sygebert, with ma­ny other more. Now in the conclusion, he promysed the ful perfourmaūce of of all his workes to the profyte and pleasure of thys noble nacyon. God lendyng hym lyfe and healthe conue­nyent. And hys hope was as myne is, and as is the truthe of the matter, that these thinges ones done, Englāde whyche hath of the Italianes, and French men be reckened a barbarouse nacyon,Obscure theyr Monumentes afore tyme not knowne, wyll apere from thens fourthe, equall with the prow­dest of them, in prowesse, wysedome, eloquence, polycyes, and in all kyndes of learnynge. Though the stody and labour were Leylandes, in collectynge these noble Antiquitees, yet was ye first [Page] prouocacyō therunto Kynge Henryes,Kynge Henry. wyth the payment of all hys charges. And so wele ought the one as the other to be therupon perpetually famed. Yf learned men were thus set a worke, euery one in hys vocacyon, of them whyche are men of power, nobylyte wolde shyne more bryghte, & doctryne apere more pure. But alas pryuate ca­res dystayneth nobylyte, and beggery blemysheth learnynge.

¶Iohan Leylande.Christ contynue your most royall estate, and the prosperyte,Cōmunenotum. wyth succession in kyngely dygnyte, of your dere and worthylye beloued sonne prynce Edwarde, grauntynge yow a numbre of pryncely sonnes, by the moste gra­cyouse, benygne, and modest lady your quene Cataryne.
¶Ioannes Leylandus Antiquarius.

¶Iohan Bale.With S. Paule here in the ende of hys briefe declaracyon, concernynge hys laboryouse iourney, Leylande prayeth for the Kynge,Prayer. [Page] takynge Christ as an only medyatour in that behalfe, thynkynge it also an acceptable offyce afore God, so to do i. Timoth. ij. But now that thys noble gouernour is departed and gone to God, it is mete that we from hens fourth returne to ye sonne, that in those dayes was due to the father. That is to saye, to desyre that Lorde almyghty through Iesus Christ,Herytag to maynteyne in all vertue, hys most royall estate. For that whych by the scripture was due to the father by hys lyfe tyme, is now by the same, the sonnes ryghte inhery­taunce, he beynge dead and gone. Lete vs therfor in our dayly prayers, moste affectuously desyre, that our moste re­doubted soueraigne, Kynge Edwarde the sixte, maye haue a prosperouse and longe contynuaunce vpon this earthe, wyth frutefull successyon in kyngelye dygnyte, whan tyme and age shall re­quyre it.Obedy­ence. Also for our partes, lete vs en­deuer our selues to obeye both hym & hys magistrates in the true feare of God, as those men that of hym hath authoryte and power, to represse male­factours, [Page] and to ayde all vertuouse doers, i. Pet. ii. Yf we be bounde to do thys to Ethnyckes and Idolaters, for the publyque offyce sake, muche more lete vs do it to them that be of our christen professyō, and do dayly seke wyth all dylygence possyble, the manyfeste glorye of hys moste holye name. The eternall father confirme both them and vs in the puryte of hys worde,Pray, pray. and graunt that we fashyon our lyues ther­after in all mekenesse of sprete, through Iesus Christe hys sonne & the holye Ghost.

So be it.
Ioannes Balaeus.



¶The con­clusyon.
[Page]
MArke sens ye worl­des begynnynge, how studyouse & dylygēt men haue alwayes bene, for the conseruacyon of noble Antiquy­tees,Antiquytees. Yea, afore any kyndes of letters were yet in vse. For the chyldren of Seth (as testyfieth Iosephus) admonyshed by Adam of the destruccyon that shulde folowe by water & fyer, engraued in. ij. pyllours the necessary memoryals of their age. And consydre agayne the wyckednesse of our tyme, how vngracyouse and vntowarde we are in the myddes of flo­ryshynge lyterature, to exercyse our­selues in that moste worthye offyce. Their labour was to holde thynges in remembraunce,Aunce­tours. whych otherwyse had most wretchedly peryshed. Our prac­tyses [Page] now are, to do so muche as in vs lyeth, to destroye their frutefull foūda­cyons. They were not so ready in set­tynge vp for their tymes, but we in these dayes are as prompte to plucke downe (I meane the monumentes of lernynge) as though the worlde were now in hys lattre dottynge age, nygh drawynge to an ende. The Hebrues, Grekes, and Romanes,Exam­ples. were neuer so towarde in thys noble veyne of wor­kynge, but we haue bene by all ages as vntowarde. Notwithstandynge some worthy doars we haue had, whose no­ble workes we muche lesse esteme in these dayes, than ded the popysh mon­kes and prestes for their ydle tymes. For they at the least permytted them a dwellynge place in their lybraryes, though it were amonge wormes and dust. We will not suffre them to abyde wythin our lande,Ignomeny. but eyther we geue them leaue to rotte in vyle corners, or drowne them in our iakes, or els we sende them ouer the see, neuer to retur­ne agayne. Alas I am heauy to tell this tale, yet the naturall loue of my cōtrey [Page] most strongely compelleth me to saye sumwhat therin.
We sende to other nacyons to haue their commodytees, and all is to lyttle to feade our fylthye fleshe. But the syngular commodytees within our owne realme,Commodytees. we abhorre and throwe fourth as most vyle noysome matter. Auy­dyously we drynke the wynes of other lādes, we bye vp their frutes & spyces, yea, we consume in aparell their sylkes & their veluettes. But alas our owne noble monumentes and precyouse An­tiquytees, whych are the great bewtie of our lande, we as lyttle regarde as ye parynges of our nayles, Antiochus, Herode, & Dyoclecyane, are wonder­fully yet spotted in the most authorysed chronycles, & haue vpon their heades a double note of tyranny,Tyrauntes. for cruellye destroyenge the monumentes of na­cyons, specyally of christen relygyon. The moste spyghtfull acte of the seyd Dioclecyane, Gyldas Badonicus muche lamenteth in hys worke of the destruccyon of Brytayne, declarynge how he in the open stretes there, brent [Page] all the scriptures & godlye writynges that myghte anye where be founde. Eutropius sheweth in the sixt boke of hys Romane hystory,Eutro­pius. that Achillas a duke sekynge to do myschefe agaynste hys emprour, fyered a lybrary of fortie thousande bokes, a syngular monu­ment of study & of dylygence amonge the Grekes, whyche wyth excedynge labour and layser had gathered so wurthye workes of so noble wyttes in so great nombre togyther. Iacke Strawe and watte Tyler. ij. rebellyouse cap­taynes of the commens in the tyme of Kynge Richarde the seconde,Iack Straw. brent all the lawers bokes, regesters, and wri­tynges within the cytie of London, as testifyeth Iohan Maior and Fabyane in their chronycles.
The Anabaptystes in our tyme,Anabaptistes. an vnquyetouse kynde of men, arrogaunt without measure, capcyose and vnler­ned, do leaue non olde workes vnbrēt, that they maye easely come by, as ape­red by the lybraryes at Mynster in the lande of Westphaly, whom they most furyously destroyed. An able wytnesse [Page] of thys their wycked custome, is Pe­trus Plateanus amonge many others in hys treatyse agaynst their dogged doynges. Libros omnes exurunt (inquit) indignantes se ab alio, quam ab ipso suo spiritu doctos uideri Miserum est cernere Bibliothecas non ignobiles ab execranda secta hoc modo aboleri. Lybra­ryes. The Anabapti­stes burne all bokes (sayth he) without respect, thynkynge scorne of any other sprete to seme learned, than of theyr owne fanatycall braynes. A wretched thynge it is to beholde, the noble lybraryes so to be destroyed of that execra­ble secte. Antonius Coruinus sayth also in hys boke agaynst them.Coruinꝰ Anabaptistarum furor, optimos quos (que) autores, ac  [...]ictustissima uenerande Antiquitatis exem­plaria absumpserunt in Bibliotheca Osna­burgensi. The fury or frantycke mad­nesse of the Anabaptistes, hath consu­med awaye the most excellent writers and the moste noble exemplaryes of honorable Antiquyte, in the worthie lybrary of Osnaburg. I coulde brynge out a great nombre of lyke testimo­nyes,Lerned men. from Oecolampadius, Zuin­glius [Page] Bullinger, Caluyne, and Phi­lyppe Melanchton, wyth other of the most notable wryters of our age, con­cernynge thys vngracyouse vyolence of these chymney prechers and benche bablers, but lete these two rehearced at thys tyme suffyse.
I wyshe all naturall noble hartes, and fryndely men to theyr contrey, as wele worldelye occupyers as men of bloude ryall, to consydre those mysche­uouse examples of these cruell tyraun­tes & wycked Anabaptistes,Exam­ples. that they myghte so abhorre them, and wyth all endeuour possyble auoyde the lyke. And that they maye gather an erneste occasyon so to do, I brynge them in here moste worthye examples of theyr forefathers in thys lande, to contrary and blemysh theyr frantycke and fury­ouse factes. Nennius Helius that no­ble Brytayne,Nēnius primus. brother to Cassibella­nus and Luddus, is reported the fyrst that euer collected the famouse actes of the Britaynes. And therto (some men saye) he was fyrst moued, by that he hadde hearde of Reutha the Kynge [Page] of Scottes, whyche sumwhat afore hys tyme hadde done the lyke concer­nynge that regyon. An other sorte applyeth it vnto the contencyon, whiche was betwyn Kynge Luddus hys brother and hym,Opy­nions. suche tyme as he transposed the cytie of Troyno­uaunt now called London. For in the transposynge therof, he chaunged the name, and from thens fourth called it Luddes towne, whyche as a frynde to Antiquyte, he greuouslye toke, for so muche as the noble name of Troye, shoulde by that meanes come to vtter oblyuyon wythin the lande. Those colleccyons Nennius the Prouost of Bannochor,Nēnius alter not farre from West­chestre, a man christenlye lerned for hys tyme, more than. vi. hondred yea­res after translated into Latyne out of the Brittyshe language, as it is reported of the olde Brityshe wry­ters.
Huldricus Mutius rehearceth in the. viij. boke of hys chronycle of the Germanes, that Charles the great so muche regarded Antiquytees,Charles that he [Page] intermytted no daye, but at one tyme or other he alwayes therin redde ey­ther some auncyent hystorye or els the sacred scriptures. Alcuinus the Dea­con, an Englyshe man, whyche was in those dayes hys chefe instructour, in a serten epystle that he writeth to the vniuersall churche of Englande, he muche commendeth a Biblyotheke or lybrary in Yorke, buylded by the archebyshoppe Egbert,Alcuinꝰ for the noble monumentes that were conserued therin.
Date mihi (inquit) eruditionis libellos, quales in patriae mea Anglia, per indu­stiam magisti mei Egberti habui, & re­mittam uobis aliquos ex pueris nostris, ut excipiant inde necessaria, & reuehant in Franciā flores Britanniae. Et non sit tantum in Eboraco hortus conclusus, sed etiam in Turonia emissiones paradisi. Permyt me to coppie out (sayth he) suche ler­ned volumes or bokes of erudycyon,Bobes. as I sometyme had rule of, in my na­tyue contreye Englande, by the ap­poyntment of my mastre Egbert. And I shall sende of oure yonge men [Page] thydre to coppye out thynges neces­sarye, and so to brynge into Fraunce the swete smellynge floures of Bri­tayne. Lete not the wele kepte garden be so reserued in Yorke, but that we maye also taste in Turon the frutes of that swete paradyse.Dyly­gence. Se how study­ouse and laboryouse men were in those dayes, not onlye for the conseruacyon of their lerned mennyes labours, but also that other nacyons shoulde haue profyte of them. Muche altered are we from that golden worlde, nowadayes.
Lyke storyes do we reade, of Kyng Sigebert and Kynge Alphrede here in Englande,Kynges whyche not only sought out the best lerned men of theyr tymes to instruct their owne persones and famylyes, but also they appoynted certen houres euerye daye, for theyr owne pryuate studyes. In the ende, for increase of all kyndes of lernynge, they reared vp the. ij. vnyuersytees or generall studyes of Cambridge and Oxforde, bryngynge thydre all monu­mentes of doctryne, as a most neces­sarye [Page] mayntenaunce and ornature to the same, whyche are in our dayes full myserablye decayed to oure realmes no small dyshonour.decayed But the cause therof maye easely be coniectured. In these lattre dayes, wherin Christ hath geuen to hys tyered congregacyon, the sylence of halfe an houre, or peace for a tyme without persecucyon of ty­rauntes furyouse, Apoca. viij. God hath geuen to vs here in Englande wythall, that he sumtyme gaue to hys chosen people the Hebrues in the foren prouynces. He hath changed the harte of the lyon into the hate of our mortall enemye,Edward vtterlye to destroye hym and all suche as consent to hys myschefes, Hester in the. xiiij. cap. The harte of our noble Kynge is clerelye auerted from the cruell Haman of Rome, and from hys dysgysed tormentours that so gredyly sought the innocent bloude of hys people. Wherupon that rable of papystes careth not now what be­cometh of thys realme. They muche reioyce whan the honour therof tur­neth to destruccyon, as in thys decaye [Page] of lybraryes.papistes So longe as Antichrist reygned, they were both writers and speakers, but sens Christ came abroade eyther grace and lernynge hath fay­led thē, or els they mynde to bestowe non vpon hym. Yet some in corners hath bene folebolde, as hath wele ape­red by that wytlesse monstre whyche made the laste wylle of heresye, and forte of moste open Idolatrye, wyth suche other dottynge dastardes.
Now to turne agayne to the wor­thye examples, of them that hadde re­spect to the honour of theyr contrey. That noble and valyaunt captayne syr Iohan Oldecastell, called also the Lorde Cobham,Iohan Cobhā. perceyuynge the ou­trage of the Romyshe popes clergye in hys tyme agaynste the good doc­tryne of Iohan Wicleue, caused all hys workes to be coppyed oute by moste fayre wryters, at his owne great cost and charge, and so connayed them into the lande of Berne, that they myghte be there preserued from de­struccyon. Some parauenture wyll not allowe thys facte,wicleue for so muche [Page] as their pope hath condempned Io­han Wicleue for an heretyke. But lete suche lewde papystes dwell styll in theyr accustomed frenesie, we knowe by hys doctryne that he was a true Apostle of Christ. Humfrey the good Duke of Glocestre,Hūfrey. for the fauer he bare to good letters, purchased a won­derfull nombre of bokes in all scyen­ces, wherof he frely gaue to a lybrary in Oxforde, a hondred and. xxix. fayre volumes. Thomas Gascoigne repor­teth in hys boke of the floudes of Ba­bylon, that the kynges here in En­glande, were wonte to holde a great nombre of good writers within the monasteryes of their foundacyons, to non other ende, but only to coppie out the memorable workes of olde writers specyally of the hystoryanes and chro­nyclers, that they myghte in their ly­braryes perpetually remayne, appoyntynge them great stypendes. And thys worthie example they had from tyme to tyme of their fathers and predeces­sours.writers. But alas (sayth he) they now peryshe and come in great nombre to [Page] nought for want of renuynge. What myghte thys good man haue sayde in our tyme, yf he had seane this pyteouse desolacyon that we now beholde?
A fewe of vs there be, that woulde gladly saue the moste necessary monu­mentes of their dyspersed remnaunt. But wretched pouerte wyll not per­myt vs,Pouerte to shewe to our contrey suche a naturall and necessary benefyte. Neyther wyll they permyt vs theyr olde coppyes, whyche haue them in posses­syon, but rather they suffre them to rotte vndre their handes. Whan Be­das of Iaru wrote the chronycles of the Englyshe Saxons, he had all the helpe that myghte be of the byshoppes & lerned men here.Helpers Cymbertus wrote vnto hym all that was done in the pro­uynce of Lyndesay, now called lynco­lne shiere. Nothelmus sent to hym also all that he hadde gathered togyther in Sussex, Sothray, & Kēte. Alcuinꝰ gaue hym hys labours & colleccyons for the prouynce of Yorke. Daniel of wynchestre made hym peny of all that was done amonge the West saxons. And frō [Page] all other quarters of the land, were let­ters, scroules, and wrytinges, dyrected by massengers vnto him, to ayde that godly enterprise of his. As it was ones noysed abroade in our tyme, that Conradus Gesnerus a great learned man of Tygur in Germany,Gesnerꝰ was minded to put fourth his vniuersall Bibliotheke of all kindes of wryters, a nombre of learned men in Germany, Fraunce, & Italy, serched out the names of many straunge authors, with ye tytles of their workes, and sente their good labours vnto him to amplifie the same. So ded the printers also the cataloges and re­gestres of their printed workes, to the furtheraunce of good learninge and honest report of their names,Helpers as vndoub­ted they all for so doynge are worthye. I would to our lord that we had with­in this lande a nombre of learned men of the same honest zele to letters. So shulde our noble Antiquitees and mo­numentes of learninge be knowne to our posteryte, and our people be reple­nished with all kyndes of good knowledge.
[Page]In all ages of the churche (saythe Baptista Mantuanus in Apologetico) had we men of eloquence and lernynge,Mantuanus. so wele whan it was in the Apostles time planted, as whan it was in the dayes of the Martyrs watered, and vndre the auncyent fathers and doctours nory­shed and refreshed. Whyche sentence myghte as wele be founde true in thys oure Bryttyshe nacyon, as eyther in Asia, Palestyne, or Rome, in Ioseph of Arimathy and hys companyōs which fyrst taught vs the Christen fayth here, in Lucius the kynge,teachers Amphibalus, A­aron and Iulius. And last of all in Ni­nianus, Patricius, Elcutus, Dubrice Dauid, Congellus, Kentingerne, Asaph Gildas, and a greate sorte more, yf we had not in place of our true Antiqui­tees, moste deuylyshe fables and lyes. Whan the boke of Gods lawe, whiche Moses wrote, was founde in the chest of the Leuytes, good kynge Iosias wt the congregacyon of the Lorde,Iosias very muche lamented the blindnesse and ig­noraunce of theyr fathers, for the wāt therof, and their owne mysfortune (as [Page] they than thought it) that they had ben so longe wythout it. ij. Parali. xxxiiij. A notable maner had the Prophane or Ethnyck Prynces and Magistrates, in reseruyng the excellent frutes of profounde and rare wyttes for theyr posteryte, as are the noble workes of Socrates, Plato, Cicero, Virgyl, Arystotle, and Pliny. The nature of the ignoble and curryshe generacyon of Anti­christ,Anti­christ. hath alwayes ben busied, seking contrary wyse to obscure all thynges, that contayned any veryte necessarye. So come all sciences for the time of his reygne, barbarysed, darkened and per­uerted, by the Sophysters and subtyle Summistes, besydes their fylthie han­delynges of the sacred scryptures.
Christ condēpned the pharisees, not for professynge the knowledge of the lawe, but for hydinge and corruptinge the ryght vnderstandinge therof, & for holdynge the people in a very wycked blyndnesse, Math. xxiij.Pharsees. And contrary wyse he most amyably perswaded his dere dyscyples and fryndes, that they shoulde in no wise hyde or conuaye vndre [Page]  [...] [Page]  [...] [Page] a bushel, the lyghte whyche he had appointed to be shewed fourth abroad. Luce. xi. Yf we that by a name of Christianyte, professe hys relygon in bap­tym, be not wyth hym, we are vtterly agaynste hym, and so procure to oureselues.Helpers Mathe. xij. Lete one noble man therfore, nowe that the scryptu­res are plēteously spredde, bring fourth one noble author, and an other emprinte an other, to the cōseruacion of Eng­landes Antiquitees. In lyke case lete one ryche merchaunte brynge one worthye worke of an auncyent wryter to lyght, and an other put fourth an o­ther, to the bewtie of our nacyon. Besides the Bryttyshe authors, whome I oft named afore, lete one bryng fourth Bedas ge gestis Anglorum, Bedas an other Wil­lyam of Malmesbery de gestis Pontifi­cum & Regum. Lete an other brynge fourth Simeon of Durham wyth Rycharde and Iohan of Haugustalde, an other Aldrede, and Wyllyam of Rie­uall wyth Marianus the Scott. An o­ther Giraldus Cambrensis, an other Hēry of Huntyngtō, an other Alphrede [Page] of Beuerlay, an other Florēce of Worcestre, and an other Walter of Excestre An other Roger Houedē, an other Mathew Parys, on other Iohan Beuer, an other Radulphus Niger,Writers an other Ra­dulphus de Diceto, an other William Newburg of Bridlington, an other Iohan of Oxforde, An other Scala tempo­rum, an other Flores historiarum, Asserius, Obseruus, Geruasius, Stephani­des, and Richardus Diuisiensis of winchestre, wyth a wonderfull nombre besydes.
As muche, yea, rather more, is vn­frutefully consumed at one belly bāket than woulde paye the charges of thre of these famouse workes. Let all noble hartes consydre the vanyte therof,Cōsidre & what honest fame might aryse by these doynges, as wele to their owne per­sones as to their maturall contrey. Plinius (as I remembre) hathe thys very notable sentēce, that one to helpe an o­ther, is a most comelinesse in the mortal kynde of man. The Philosopher sayth also, the more commen to mannes vse, and good thyng is made, the more pro­fitable [Page] and precyouse it is.Mark it So wele is he worthy of perpetuall fame that bringeth a good worke to lyghte, as is he that fyrst ded make it, & ought alwaies to be reckened the second father therof. For as Vlpianus reporteth in his Pā ­dectes, it is all one, a thynge not to be, and not to apere to the commen vse. No edyfyenges on the earth, are to be compared to thys, yf we haue respecte to durable fame and renoume. All the Pantheōs, Palaces, Amphitheaters, Castels, Capitols, and other monstru­ouse buyldinges of the worlde,buildin­ges. are not to vs so notable, as is yet the name of one Theophilus a citiezen of Antioche, to whom S. Luke in his tyme only de­dicated his Gospel and Actes. No, neyther the Labyrinth of Dedalus, nor yet the great pyllers of Hercules, neyther yet here in England the Stonheng of Salysbury playne, whyche) they say) was brought thydre from Irelande, by Merlyne ye Prophete of Wales.Merline What els hath reduced the name of sir Iohan Bourchier the lord Barners to a fame immortal, but hys translacyon of fros­sardes [Page] Chronycle from Frenche into Englyshe.
O that we had now the floryshyng workes of Gildas,Gildas. surnamed Cam­brius, that moste noble Poete and Hi­storyane of the Britaines, which wrote in the tyme of kynge Aruiragus, when S. Peter yet preached to the dispersed bretherne. The Venecyans more than lxxxviij. yeares ago for theyr cōmodite coulde fatche them out of Irelande, & haue them yet commen both at Venys and Rome, accountynge them a very specyal treasure. We neyther seke thē, couete them, nor regarde them, though they be of our land the most precyouse Antiquitees and excellent memoryal­les of learnynge,antiquite as testyfyeth both Lilius Gyraldus in uitis poetarum, and al­so Pontius Virunnius in historia Bri­tannica. I pray God we may ones rightly way our owne slouthful neglygēce in thynges which myghte be greatlye to our honour. Then shoulde we sone perceyue, what a poynt it were of ignobylyte, to suffre such workes to perysh as we dayly with our eyes beholde. I [Page] haue hearde it amonge straungers re­ported,Straun­gers. that Englysh men are fryndely in thinges which lasteth not, as in bankettes and late suppers. But lete thys be veryfyed of the vayne and inconstāt Papistes of our nacyon, and not of vs Christianes, whyche ought to be of a farre other disposycyō. Lete vs applye our studyes, to geue to our forē Christē fryndes, thynges lastyng & durable,durable. as they haue full learnedly done vnto vs in most ample maner. Suche may be most of al the noble and worthie monumentes of our lande here, truly gathe­red, to the manyfolde prayse of our eternall lyuynge God, whyche hathe in these lattre dayes, visited both thē, & vs wyth innumerable giftes of his heauenly grace. To whom be glory wyth­out ende. Amen.
¶Thus endeth the laboriouse iourney and searche of Iohan Leyland, for Englandes Antiquitees, with de­claracyons enlarged by Iohan Bale. Anno, M.D.XLIX.
[Page]¶Haue loue to your naturall coun­trey, as had Abraham, Isaac, Iacob, Ioseph, Moses, Iosue, Gedeon, Ma­thathias, and other noble capitaynes to the lande of Israel. Seke the confort and honor therof, as ded these worthy fathers, and not the cruel desolacy­on as ded Ismael, Esau Ouan, Nabal, Achitofel, Antio­chus, Alchimus, Tri­phon, the Prestes of Bahal, and other nota­table trai­tours.

‘¶A wyse man whiche applyeth hys mynde to vnderstande Goddes lawe, wyll busy hym selfe to seke wysedome out from all Antiquite, and exercyse his wittes in ye prophets. He obserueth the sayenges, of famouse men, and laboureth to perceyue darke sen­tences, of wysdome.’Eccle­siast. xxxix.


§
§
[Page]
¶As I had fynyshed this present Treatyse, a frind of Iohan Leylande brought me these verses of hys, to emprint them wyth the worke, leaste any thinge shulde perysh that came frō hym. And I was as glad to perfourme it, as he was to desyre it. I woulde I myghte so wele geue vnto my rea­ders the most noble worke of his Epigrammes, as these fewe verses folowynge.
MOlliter hic tumulus Thomae legit ossa Milonis,
Cui ter quin (que) Deus lustra uidere dedit.
Sic uitam instituit sanctam, mores (que) pudicos,
Illius ut cuncti fa [...]ta suprema gemant,
Sic ornamentis sacra hanc decorauit & ae­dē
Se dibus ut niteant aurea quae (que) suis.
Ergo s [...]meritis pateat locus ullus, amoenum
Inter coelicolas possidet ille locum.
☞De calumniante Croco,
Me fatuum Curuus, fatuorum maximus ille
Imperio quodam praedicat esse suo.
Vt sim, me Furiae non torquent, illius urgēt
Clade Mathematicum nocte die (que) caput.


A Regystre of the names of Englysh Wryters, whome the seconde part of my worke, de Scriptoribus Britan­nicis, shall comprehēd as it cometh fourthe.
[Page]
¶Iohan Bale to the readers.
AN occasyō (me thinketh) is offered me here, to exhybit som part of my studious labours to the vse of my brethrē, I wold I were as able to geue them the whole contentes therof, as I coulde fynde in my harte to do it out of hande frely. Sens I returned home agayne from Germany, where as I both collected, and emprented my symple worke, de Scriptoribus Britannicis I haue for the full correccyon and further augmentacyon of the same, peru­sed many libraries both in Cambridge and Oxforde. In the famouse cytye of London, is but one knowne library, so [Page] farre as I can learne, whyche also by fauer I haue seane ouer. But alas for pytie, that it shoulde be reported of so noble a cytie, to haue but one lybrary, and that to be so slendre a thing as it is The tyme hath bene, whan it hath had a great nombre of the noblest libraries in all Christendome, their destenecyon at this daye, of men godly mynded, is muche to be lamēted. Though the acte were most cōmendable, to suppresse ye dysgysed sectes of the Romyshe Anti­christ, and so to bannyshe them hens, yet can not the sufferaunce of this so heauy a ruine of Englandes noble monumentes, be so iudged of men wyse & learned, but alas, farre otherwyse.
Their temples for the more parte,  [...] their other buyldynges, remayne yet styll, vnbroken, Alac whie myghte not theyr libraries as wele haue remained to the commen wealth of learnynge, vndestroyed? Among the stacyoners & boke bynders, I found many notable Antiquitees, of whom I wrote out the tytles, tymes, and begynnynges, that we myghte at the leaste shewe the na­mes [Page] of them, though we haue not as now, their whole workes to shewe. Yf the byshop of Romes lawes, decrees decretals, extrauagantes, clemētines and other suche dregges of the deuyll, yea yf Heytesburyes  [...]phlsmes, Por­phyryes vniuersals, Aristotles olde so gyckes and Dunse & dyuynyte, wyth such other lowsy legerdemaynes, and frutes of the bottomlesse pytte, had lea­ped out of our libraries, and so becomē couerynges for bokes comminge from the forē nacyons, we might wele haue ben therwith contented. But to put our auncient Chronicles, our noble hysto­ryes, our learned cōmentaryes & ho­melyes vpō ye scriptures, to so homely an office of subieccyon & vtter contēpte we haue both greatly dishonoured our nacyon, and also shewed our selues very wycked to our posteryte.
Now lete me returne to my labori­ouse serche for olde and new wryters. I haue bene also at Norwyche, oure seconde cytie of name, and there all the library monumētes, and turned to the vse of their grossers, candelmakers [Page] sope sellers, and other worldly occupyers, so studyouse haue we ben there for a cōmen wealth, and so careful of good lernyng, o negligence most vnfryndly to our nacion. I woulde haue bene sory to haue vttered so obscure a facte, had not the vngentilnesse of the thing required it, to the warnyng of them whiche shall come after, for doyng the lyke to the hinderaūce of the realme. As much haue I saued both there & in certē other places of Northfolke and Southfolke cōcerning the authors names & tytles of their workes, as I could, & as much wold I haue done through our ye whole realm, yf I had bene able to haue borne the charges, as I am not. Wherfor my dere cō  [...]rey men, such as are zelouse to their nacion & desirouse of good know­ledge, in ye residue shall accept at thys tyme, my good wil for my facte. These are the notable writers, whose names I haue gathered, & whose manifold fru­tes of doctrine I am redy to shew, yf ye lord make me of power to perfourme it besides ye diligēt recogniciō & increacementes of my first labors.

[Page]
¶The names.
	ADalbertus spaldingēsis
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THus haue I mynystred here, a taste of my labours, to thē that be fryndely harted to their cō ­trey and fauorable to good letters, do­ynge thē therby to know, that I wold do gretter thinges to their honest com­modyte, yf I were of power. I haue geuen them a great nombre of the names of their famouse and notable workemē which wrote in this nacyon from age to age, some wele some yll, accordynge to the dyuerse nature of their times, like as the holy Ghost foreiudged of theyr doynges in S. Iohans reuelacion. Yf ye had with the seid names, their actes, their ages, and the tytles of their bo­kes, whiche I haue now in a redinesse to shew, ye might parauenture se many vnknowne wōders. But yf ye had their whole workes in dede, as they were in substaunce & fashyon, whyche now for the more part are peryshed, ye shoulde haue seane most wonders of all. Their ages are as necessary to be knowne as their doctrynes, and the tytles of their bokes so wele as their manyfest actes, to thē that wyl throughly iudge things [Page] as they are, & not be deceiued by colours
For what thynge more clerely tryeth the doctrynes of mē, what they are, thā do their ages or times? Either yet, what more proueably manifesteth the good­nesse or euylnesse of their actes, than do the tytles, or argumentes of their wor­kes? He that wyll thus trye Dominick and Frances, the founders of two new relygyons, whiche with their shulders vndrepropped the greate temple of Laterane, or stowte synagoge of Rome, thā fallyng downewardes, as pope Inno­cent the thirde behelde ones (they saye) in S. Peters churche in a vision, shall fynde the one a murtherer of the bodye the other a murtherer of the sowle, the one an Hypocryte afore God, the other before the world. The other two sectes of begging frires, to apere of an highar perfeccyon, ded fatche their foūdaciōs much farther of, that is to say, from Helias, Mary, and Augustyn, yet coulde they neuer precede them in Hypocresy to dascll the eyes of the worlde for lu­cre. The boke of Dominickes docrine, no fyer (they say) was able to burne, yet [Page] now whā his vertu shuld be tried ther­by, it is not vpon the earth to be seane. The doctrine of Fraunces is apparūt to this day, both in his rule & testamēt to be a blasphemouse professyō of hypocresy in the ydolatrouse kingedome of Antichrist.
Yf these men be proued hypocrites & sowle murtherers, by their execrable doctrines & examples, as they are con­ferred wyth the noble rules of the pure scriptures, what shall we iudge of all their ydel folowers, eyther yet of theyr frantyck frutes, of vowes, constytucy­ons, ceremonies, & theyr other fryuo­louse obseruaciōs? Yea, what shall we report of those vpholders of Sodome­be they doctours, lawers, iustyces, gē ­tylmen, or men of other sort, that wyll yet vngentylly contende by sophysty­call argumentes voyde of all veryte, those Gomorreal rules and vowes to be so indispensable, that they can geue no place to Gods fre institucyō of marryage? I saye as I thynke, & as I wyll wryte, whan I come ones to the tryeng out of the worthie truthe from theyr ex­ecrable [Page] poyson, yt they are neyther learned, wise, nor noble, but vnsauerly smel of their beggerly bagges, whose lowsy wallettes they shake. As the sayeng is, suche lyppes, suche letuce, suche harpe suche melody, bot now to conclude. The vi. viij. ix. and xi. chapters of S. Iohās Apocal. are as a perfighte & sure towch stone, wherby all ages, doctrines, actes & tytles are from tyme to tyme tryed, of what estymacyon and value they a­pere in Gods sighte, to make vs godly wyse in receyuynge them.
In the supplecyōs of my. v. hondred of Brytysh & Englysh wryters (of whō I haue not. vi. persones here named) to som one haue I added more thā. lx. workes with their beginnings, to some. xl. to some. xx. to som more, to some lesse, as I haue them collected of the libraryes. Wherin men may behold the diligēce of our forefathers in the tyme of supersticion, & the vntowarde negligence of vs now a dayes in the myddes of lear­nynge & syght. Yf any men louing the learned fame of their nacyon, do know of more learned wryters than I haue [Page] here, & in thy other boke named (as it is not in my power to trauayle in all quarters, yf  [...]hey in season sende me the names, tymes, tytles, nombres, and be­ginninges of theyr workes. I wyl registre thē, as I haue done those. The same wyll I do also, for thē whych ar now liuing, or of late yeares haue deceased, yf I may obtayne the lyke at their han­des, to the famouse cōmodyte of En­glande in so many noble frutes. More­ouer yf any honest godly mā, English Brityshe, Scottysh or Irysh, haue any Antiquite notable, concernyng hystory (which otherwyse myght peryshe and be loste) yf he for thys good purpose vouchesafe to lende his coppy, he shall not only haue bokes for it, but also in ye ende, the sayde coppy agayne. The grace of our Lorde Iesus Christ, be euermore to them assistent, that loue hys heauēly truth wythoute superstycyon vnfaynedly. Amen.
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¶Emprented at London by Iohan Bale, Anno. M.D.XLIX.
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EEBO-TCP is a partnership between the Universities of Michigan and Oxford and the publisher ProQuest to create accurately transcribed and encoded texts based on the image sets published by ProQuest via their Early English Books Online (EEBO) database (http://eebo.chadwyck.com). The general aim of EEBO-TCP is to encode one copy (usually the first edition) of every monographic English-language title published between 1473 and 1700 available in EEBO.
EEBO-TCP aimed to produce large quantities of textual data within the usual project restraints of time and funding, and therefore chose to create diplomatic transcriptions (as opposed to critical editions) with light-touch, mainly structural encoding based on the Text Encoding Initiative (http://www.tei-c.org).
The EEBO-TCP project was divided into two phases. The 25,363 texts created during Phase 1 of the project have been released into the public domain as of 1 January 2015. Anyone can now take and use these texts for their own purposes, but we respectfully request that due credit and attribution is given to their original source.
Users should be aware of the process of creating the TCP texts, and therefore of any assumptions that can be made about the data.
Text selection was based on the New Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature (NCBEL). If an author (or for an anonymous work, the title) appears in NCBEL, then their works are eligible for inclusion. Selection was intended to range over a wide variety of subject areas, to reflect the true nature of the print record of the period. In general, first editions of a works in English were prioritized, although there are a number of works in other languages, notably Latin and Welsh, included and sometimes a second or later edition of a work was chosen if there was a compelling reason to do so.
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